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The H. * of Monfiew eur - DES 
FRANS and SILVIA ; or, 


The Cruel Husband, ond 
Innocent Adultery. 


AM the elder Son of one of 
gi the beſt Families hereabouts, 
AA yet have the leaſt Fortune of all 
my Relations, becauſe my Fa- 
cher choſe the Sword rather 
— than the Gown, by which 
' Men of Birth in our Nation ſpend their 
Fortunes, and ſeldom gain any thing but 
Honour; whereas my Father's two younger 
Vo L. II. A 2 Bro- 


4 The ILLUSTRIOUS 


Brothers, buying civil Employments in the 
Government, got conſiderable Fortunes, per- 
| haps not ſo honeſtly, but like others; yet 
they aggrandized themſelves and Children, for 
which Reaſon they are more reſpected and ta- 
ken Notice of by the Publick than I am. My 
Father was killed at the Siege of Valenciennes, 
where Meſſieurs de Turenne and de la Ferte 
commanded, and alſo an elder Son which he 
had by a firſt Wife before my Mother ; and 
ſo I remained his ay Son, being then but 
very young, and under the Tutelage of my 
Mother, a Woman of very great Birth, -but 
one with whom my Father had had but a 
ſmall Fortune: This, joined with the "Debts 
which my Father had been obliged to contract 
for his and our Support, in a Manner ſuirable 
to our Birth, and to equal the Figure his 
younger Brothers made, reduced my Mother 
and me to a Kind of Neceſſity of ſtooping 
to them, and of courting their Friendſhip So 
they took Care of my Education, and I was 
juſt beginning my Studies in the College when 
my Father died, whoſe Loſs I was ſoon very 
ſenſible of ; for my Uncles uſurped a great Au- 
thority over my Mother and me ; and my Fa- 
ther had inſpired me with the nobleſt Prin- 
ciples of Honour and Juſtice, and a Con- 
tempt for that Way of Life which my Uncles 
followed; ſo that 1 looked on thoſe in publick 
Offices as Jews, and Peſts to the People, who 
enriched themſelves with pillaging the Poor, 
and who aggrandized themſelves and their 
Prince by ruining their fellow Subjects. In 


fine, I preferred the Sword to the Gown, and 
1 aimed 
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aimed only ata Commiſſion, not a Civil Em- 
ploy ; but my Uncles aimed to make me rich, 
and they ſoon procured me a Place in the Fi- 
nances, which I as ſoon quitted and came 
back to Paris without Orders. My Mother, who 
was now inclined to be of t heir Opinion, was 
ſo vexed, ſhe fell ſick, on which I relented, and 
was by my Uncles put ſoon into a better Poſt; 
but ſtill my whole Inclination was bent for a 
Military Employ; and I was very uneaſy, and 
followed nothing ſo much as learning to fence 
and ride. At laſt I fell ſick with Diſcontent, 
and the Intendant was ſo kind as to let another 
young Gentleman officiate for me during my 
lineſs, who was much of my own Age, and 
a Parifan as well as I, a Man of much Wit 
and Integrity, for it was your Brother, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to Madam 
de Monge y. As ſoon as | recovered;' F thought . 
it unjuſt to diſplace a Perſon who had perform'd 
my Office ſo well; wherefore I made Intereſt 
for him, and put him into it; for which he 
made me the moſt grateful Return in the 
World, by bringing me to the Honour of your 
Acquaintance, and J am heartily ſorry to hear 
of his Death, of which Monſieur des Ronais 
has inform'd me, ſince my Return to Paris. 
Having quitted my Employ, I went back to- 
Paris, where my Relations welcomed and re- 
ceived me kindly, being willing E ſhould now | 
remain with them till they could find me ſome 
Employ to my liking. The Campaign was 
over for this Seaſon, ſo that I was unfortunate- 
iy-obliged to wait at Paris the Autumn and all 
Winter; — may ſay; for _— 

| 3 | 
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I could no where elſe have fo ruined myſelf; 


but there is a ſuperior Power who over- 
rules our Actions, and thought fit to give 


me ſuch Trials (J hope for my Soul's Advan- 
tage.) Here he fetched a deep Sigh ; and having 


ruminated a few Moments, went on with his 
Diſcourſe; I heard Maſs at our I. ady's Church 
on the bleſſed Virgin's Nativity, the 8th of 
September, the Chapel belonging to the Found- 
lings Hoſpical, and was leaning againſt one of 


the Pillars of the Church, when a Grey Nun, 
or Lay Siſter, one of thoſe who take Care of 
the Children that are dropt at that Hoſpital, 


came up and deſired me to ſtand God-father to 
a Child that was going to be that Morning 


baptized at their Convent, who had been 
found over-night. You know that it is cu- 
ſtomary for theſe Siſters to make theſe Com- 


liments to Perſons who look like People of 
aſhion, to get ſome conſiderable Preſent, as 


is uſual; and I did not refuſe her Requeſt: 
So ſhe asked me to make Choice of a Partner 
- to ſtand with me, and I ſhew'd her a young 


Lady who was very well drefled in half Mourn- 


E= and attended by a very genteel young Wo- 
WO 


man, who appeared to be her Servant: 


The good Siſter went and ſpoke to her, but 
ſhe ſeemed to make ſome Difficulty; on 


which I went up to her myſelf, and got ber 


to conſent ; then I faluted her; and talking, 
1 found her Anſwers ſo handſome and diſcreet, 
that both her Air and Breeding made me con- 
clude her a Perſon of Birth and great Edu- 


cation. I ſent my Footman to call a Coach to 


be ready to carry us away when we came * 
0 * 


\ 
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of the Hoſpital, Then I paye the Lady oF | 
Hand, and we followed the Siſter, who. was 
followed by my Partner's Maid, and a little 
Foot-boy-who alſo belonged to her; all which 
made me * ſhe was a Perſon of Quality. 
She named the Child, it being a Girl, and 
then the Children came with the Plate; as it 
js uſual, to beg; and I was glad of the Oppor- 
tunity, both to help thoſe tender Innocents, 
who deſerve Compaſſion, tho' well educated 
and amply provided for, yet as Orphans left 
to the Care of Providence; and alſo to give my 
Partner, by my Liberality, an Opinion, that 
1 was not her Inferior in Birth or Fortune. 80 1 
gave what ſuited better with the generous In- 
clinations I had, than with my Fortune, and 
ſhe outdid me. The Ceremony thus ended, 
and a ſudden» Paſſion having ſeized my Soul, 
began to be more free; and to prevent 
parting with her ſo ſoon, I asked the Siſter if 
we could not breakfaſt there; for I was very 
_ — wanted — nice my a - 
ad always a very ite: 
Smell of the Child 2 clean kept, 
overcame me; and the good Sifter, as 
afterwards told me, readily agreed to let us 
| breakfaſt there. Seeing me look ſo pale, ſhe 
carried us Into a little Refectory, the Lady 
_ yielding to the Offer; and there th 
{erved us with a little Piece of boiled Beet, 
and Mutton Cuttlets, broiled; which was what 
the Place afforded, — Part of the Chil- 
drens Dinner; and I told the Lady, Thar if 
had dared to ask ſo great a Favour, I would 
have preſented. her with a better Breakfaſt - 
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but that I would not preſume to propoſe her 
going to any other Place with me; and that 
eat only to prolong the happy Minutes of 


her Company ang to have an Opportunity of 


drinking her Health in a Glafs of Wine, bleſſed 
with a Touch of her ambroſial Lips. She 
ſmiling, faid, Had ſhe known that I asked for 
Breakfaſt with no other Deſign, ſhe ſhould 
have refuſed to ſtay ; but that my pale Face 
had occaſioned her complying, for I looked ſo 
ill, that ſhe thought I was fick indeed, and 
wanted ſome ne, which made. her 
make no Scruples, fearing to injure my Health, 
dy an ull-timed Modeſty. n 


ITbe Repaſt ended, I led her to the Coach 


which waited, and fhe entered into it readily 
with ber Maid. All her Behaviour ſhow'd, that 
the had been highly bred, and underſtood the 
World perfectly. Her Deportment was nei- 
ther ſtiff nor proud, but free, modeſt; great, 
and genteel. In fine, I conceived a high 
Opinion of her, and concluded with myſelf, 
that I ſhould never meet with a more beau- 
tiful, or more accompliſhed Woman. Thus 
1 drank the Poiſon in, and tho? I found her 
every thing I imagined, and more; yet ſhe 
was at laſt my Ruin, and the Cauſe of all the 
Extravagancies I have ſince committed: For 
all which I have no Excuſe to plead, but oniy 
the Violence of a Paſſion which her Beauty 
and good Qualities created in my Soul, and 
Which her Perfidy turned to Rage and Fury, 


nay, even Madneſs itſelf. And ſince you, 


Ladies, did not know her, it is neceſſary that 


give you her Deſcription, -and then you wil | 


forgive 


French LOVERS. 9 
forgive my Follies, inte which I was thrown 
by the cruel Senſe which I conceived of the 
Loſs of my Honour and her Love, who was, 
without Diſpute, one of the moſt lovely, moſt. 
accompliſhed, and moſt prudent of her whole 
Sex, till ſhe fell: Nay, even after her Crime 
ſhe was Rill lovely, ſtill charming; and tho 1 
puniſhed her, yet I {till felt the Power of her 
Charms, and muſt for ever mourn her Loſs. 
Here he wept, and then wiping the Tears away 
purſued his Diſcourſe. "50647 | 

Her Age was nineteen, ſhe was tall and ex- 
qutſitely ſhaped, fo that I could ſpan her Wa ſt 
in her Cloaths; her Hair was of the fineſt” 
Cheſnur-brownz and reached down to her. 
Heels, hanging in Rings, no Eyes ever beheld 
finer; her Forehead was large and fair, her 
Eves divinely bright; black, and languithing 
inch as ſhone with Majeſty and Sweetneſs, 
and dazled thofe who gaz d too long upon 
them; her Eye-brows dark and even, excel-- . 
ling Art; her Noſe was Acquiline; her Cheeks 
were covered with a Virgin Bluſh, and Roſes 
ever dwelt upon them, whilſt Lilies covered 
al the reſt, except her Lips which did excel the 
Ruby and Vermillion her Teeth were even, 
white as Ivory ; - her Chin was dimpled ; her 

Face was oval; her'Neck, her Hands, and 
every Part was formed in Beauty's fineſt Mold: 
in fine, Naturene'er form d a lovelier Woman; 
ber Air and Mein were noble, and ſhe 

look d like a Princeſs when ſhe walk d; ſhe 
danced and ſung to great Perfection, play'd : 
well upon the Harpſichord, and the Guitarre; 
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ſne was neither fat nor lean, but every thi 
Man could wiſh in Woman. 8 ing 
This, Ladies, is the true Deſcription of the 
unhappy Silvia, ſaid des Ronais, for I knew 
her. She was a perfect Beauty, ſaid Madam 
de Contamine. Tes, anſwered des Frans, her 
Body was perfectly beautiful; and I thought 
her Soul as lovely. Sincerityand Truth ſeem'd 
to govern her Heart, and ſhe ſpake like an 
Orator, Wiſdom and uence crown'd each 
Diſcourſe : She was the ſofteſt tendereſt Friend, 
the wiſeſt Counſellor, the moſt agreeable Com- 
panion Man could be bleſt withal ; and, had 
the not been a Woman, ſhe had never fallen: 
But at laſt I found ſhe was inconſtant, falſe, 
and baſe as Hell, and that all her Vertue, 
which had ſtood the Teſt of all my Importuni- 
ties and Arts, was but Diſſimulation; for 


the could ſacrifice her Honour, and betray the 


tendereſt, fondeſt Husband Woman ever had, 
to gratify her vile Defire of Change. But this 
I did not diſcover till it was too late, and we 
were married. 

Married! ſaid Madam de Mongey. Ye, 
Madam, anſwered he, I was marry'd to her; 
but that js ſtill a Secret to the World, and ſuch. 


2 one as | would not have revealed in another 


Company, and deſire you would not diſcloſe it 
to any body elſe, for I have till many Reaſons 
w conceal it; and I am obliged to my Re- 


lations for having hid my Misfortune from the 


World. | 
I waited of her to her Lodgings from the 
Convent, and found that ſhe did not live far 
Gora me; ſhe liv'd with an ancient Gentle- 
| woman, 
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woman who paſſed for her Aunt, but was not 
{ in reality: She asked me to come in, and I 
ſaid not to be preſs'd to it; the Houſe was: 
very handſome, and her Apartment was mag- 
nificently furniſhed. Her Aunt was gone 
abroad, ſo that I had the Pleaſure of being 
alone with Silvia but I was fo diſordered by 
the Paſſion that had ſeized me, that] faid very 
few gallant Things at that time, and only 
begged that ſhe would permit me to viſit her 
again, which ſhe very civilly granted. And 
this was all I could indeed deſire, fo I took my 
Leave, but ſo altered and ſo penſive, that I 
was not myſelf; and I may fay, that my 
Love was fo exceſſive from that Moment, 
that it could admit of no Encreaſe, and was 
but the fame to this Hour, for I adored and 
doated on her as much as Man could da. 
Civility obliged me not ta return the ſame 
Day, but I could not refrain: from walking by 
her Door that very Evening, where ſhe was 
{ting with ſome young Ladies of the Neigh- 
bourhood to take the Air, but there was no 
Man with them, and I did nothing but go- 
backwards and farwards by the Door till al- 
- moſt Eleven o Clock at Night, when ſhe with- 
drew to Supper. I did the ſame the next 
Day, and then I ſaw her and ſome other 
young Gentlewoman go out together towards 
the Bulwarks of the Town, where they ſat 
down together on the Grafs and ſung; then 
Silvia ſung alone a Verſe out of a Song in 
Proſerpine, made for Artbuſi the Words of 
which were theſe: | 2 4 | 
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T fear at laſt my Heart he'll gain; 
His Conſt ancy does now alarm, 

And if I ſee Lim more, in Vain 
T ſhall reſiſt the Magic Charm. 


She ſung divinely, and I could no longer re- 
fiſt the Temptation; but drawing near, ſhe 
knew me, and receiv d me very civilly; my 
Dreſs and Mein being ſomething above a 
Citizen's, made me look'd upon with great 
ReſpeC by the reſt of the Company, becauſe 
they were only Tradeſmens Daughters; ſo I 
rook Silvia by the Hand in a familiar Manner, 
which alittle ſurprized them, but gave no Con- 
cern to us: You have ſome Lover, ſaid I, 
that you fear, my charming Partner, zaking 
ber up: Ah! how happy is he whom you are 
ſo inclined to like, that you muſt not dare to 
ſee him! Sir, ſaid ſhe, my Song does not 
expreſs my Thoughts, but the Poet's Fancy; 
tis a new Air, and they tell me I ſing it right. 
Tis needleſs for me to tell you the reſt of our 
Converſation, which was Iong ; every Word 
ſhe ſpoke charmed 'me, and I was made 
Her Captive entirely. I waited on her and her 
little Company home, and preſt her by. the 
Way to accept of a little Treat at a Lem- 
monade-houſe which we paſt by, but in vain; 
you are not faſting now 125 ſhe laughing, nor 
in an Hoſpital, and < lieye you are not 
Faint nor inpiſpoſed. Indeed, ſaid I, I am 
lick at Heart, apd you have made me ſo, and 
I want ſomething to ſupport me. You are 
ſubject to ſuch flight Qualms, ſaid for, [ 
”_— e 
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believe; but they are ſo obliging as not to ſeize 


you can furniſh yourſelf with Cordials and 
Reſtoratives; however you muſt go without 

for To-night; your Sickneſs is not dangerous, 

1 dope Lou turn my Illneſs into a-Jeſt, ſaid I, 
Ma 


am; but fear tis, by the Symptoms, a 


terrible Fever, that has ſeized me, and you 
will be obliged in the End to furniſh me with 
a Remedy to fave my Lite. I am no Phyſi- 
cian, Sir, ſaid ſbe; but when the Caſe grows 
dangerous, we'll ſend for one. We at laſt 
came to her Lodging, and found her Aunt 
at the Door, whom I ſaluted with great Ci- 
vility, and abundance of Compliments. Silvia 
told her, that I was the Perſon who had ſtood 
Partner with her to the Child at the Hoſpital, 
and I was very obligingly received, and went 
thence extremely pleaſed, for my Soul was 
filed with a thouſand pleaſing Ideas. I am a 
great Lover of Muſick, and. the Sweetneſs of 
her Voice augmented my Paſſion for her. I 
went the next Day to make her a formal Viſit, 
and found her more charming than ever ; ſhe 
play d on the Harpſichord and Guitarre, and fo 
entertained me, that tho I paſt three Hours 
there, I thought it but a Moment. I ſtaid 


till Night, and at parting I told her, that 


{ince I was her — I would' beg the 
Liberty to come an 


with her and her little Company. It prov 

fach Weather as made it unfit to walk 
abroad, ſo we went into a large Parlour, 
where we danc'd without any other Muſick but 
dur own Voices; and ſo ſhe finiſhed her Cen- 
8 | x gqueſt, 


you but at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Places as 


paſs the next —_— 5 
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queſt, for I never ſaw any body dance with ſo 
good a Grace as ſhe did, and I went away 
quite in Raptures, and intoxicated with Love, 
convinced that I had never ſeen ſo acompliſh'd 
a * a oy 

ome few Days after ed her, her 
Aunt and Friends, that is, 2 young Gen- 
tlewomen, of the Neighbourhood, who gene- 
rally kept her Company, to take a Walk out 
of Paris: We went in the Morning, and I 
treated them with a Dinner, the beſt I could 
get in the ſhort Time I had to provide it, 
with which they ſeemed content, but not ſuch 
a one as I deſired to 4 them. Silvia, in 
deſcending the Stairs of the Tavern where we 
dined, made a falſe Step, and ſtrained her 
Foot, at which my Concern was very vifible; 
I ſent away a Man with all haſte to fetch a 
Coach from Paris, for we had walkedto this 
Place, which was about a Mile from thence: 
She thanked me for my Care. Thus we re- 
turned, and her Foot ſo ſwelled by the Way, 
that I carried her to her Bed in my Arms, 
and ſhe was — to keep it about a Fort- 
night, during which I never left her but to 
eat, and, if ſhe would have permitted it, 1 
would have paſt all the Nights in Watching by 
her Bed-ſide. Her Aunt was very obliging to 
us; they both gueſſed the Motive that made 
me act thus, and tho my Tongue did not be- 
tray the Secret, my Eyes. and Actions ſhewed 
I loved; and tho Silvia was always very re- 
ſerved, yet I perceived, that her Eyes betray'd 
the Secret of her Heart alſo, and that ſhe did 
not dillike me. "I 


French LOVERS. 15 


At laſt I declared my Paſſion, and asked her 


of whom I muſt demand her? and in whoſe 
Care ſhe was? She did not make the Pre- 
ambles other young Ladies are uſed to do; but 
told me frankly, that ſhe thought herſelf 
obliged to me for loving her, and regarded 
my Offers as an Honour; but that ſhe deſired 
me for my own Sake not to give way to 4 
Paſſion, which I might perhaps repent of in 
the End. I ſwore eternal Conſtancy to her, 
and proteſted that my Love would never al- 
ter: That ſhe was the firſt and only Perſon 
who had inſpired me with that Paſſion, and 
would doubtleſs be the laſt. I do not flatter 
myſelf, ſaid ſbe, that 1 have Merit or Beau- 
ty ſufficient to guard ſuch a Conqueſt always; 
take my Countal, and make a better Choice. 


You know not whence I am; perhaps I am 


ſo far above you in Birth and Fortune, that I 
ſhall only deceive you in admitting your 
Con—_ and muſt at laſt refuſe you, or elſe 
perhaps | am ſo much below you, that you 


will repent, and be aſhamed to look follow. 


Therefore proceed no farther, but quit my 
Company, whilſt you may do it with Honour. 
Alas! Madam, ſid I, it is too late, tis no 
longer in my Power to leave loving you, and 1 
muſt die or poſſeſs you; all that J fear is, 
that your Birth is far ſuperior to mine; and 
then I dare not wiſh that you ſhould make 
me happy by abaſing yourſelf. If ſo, and that 
I muſt not preſume to hope, my Deſpair will 
ſoon ſhew the Sincerity of my Paſſion and 
Reſpect in my Death; but if your Birth levels 
you. with me, and you want a 2 my 

ove 
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Love will triumph, and I will ſhew you how 
I. love you. Take care, ſaid ſhe, make no 
Promiſes, remember you do not know me: 
Les, ſaid T, I know that you are the moſt ac- 
compliſned and moſt beautiful Perſon breath- 
ing; I am indifferent to every: thing elle: 
. *Tis you Tlove, tis you: that charms me, and 
you are all I covet to poſſeſs. Be wiſe, ſaid 
ſhe; and cautious, conſult your Reaſon, and 
be yourſelf again; and that you may have 
no Cauſe to bate me-in the End, as much as 
* fancy you now love me, indulge not this 
aſſion, or enter into ſuch Engagements as 
Hadi one Day wiſh to break for your own 

onour's ſake. N 

I was a long time uſing all my Endeavours to 
make her explain herſelf, and to diſcover 
wWbat Sentiments ſhe had for me, but in vain: 
if I perceived 1 was not indifferent to her, yet 1 
[| could not make her ſpeak. I had no Reaſon 

| 


to be jealous, for I never ſaw a Man there, 
nor in her Company; I was the only one who 
entered there, as the Neighbours inform'd me; 
and they told me the Houle was a kind of 
Convent, where no Man was ever ſeen before; 
that ſhe went very ſeldom abroad, and that 
was only to work at ſome of her Neighbours; | 
and that ſhe was always within Call; and her 
Neighbours went oftener to her; and that ſhe 


—— . — ———— — Mo 
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0 made nor received no other Viſits, yet nobo- 
5 dy knew who ſhe was; her Annt and ſhe 
1 came to live in that Houſe about a Year and 
4 a half before, when they were in deep Mourn- 
14 ing, and that they liv'd very retired. All 


this made me very uneaſy and full of e 
„ 10 
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fo I tried all I was able, to penetrate into 


the Secret of. her Birth; but the Time was. 
not yet come when' I was to make the Diſ⸗ 


covery. 


Mean time my Uncles offered me another 
Employ, but becauſe it would oblige me to 


leave Paris, I refuſed it; and now I found 
nothing but the Gown. would agree with me, 


and that a Place in ſome of the Courts of Ju- 


dicature would fit me; and my Mother's Pru- 
dence had fo well managed what my Father 
had left us, that I was now in a Condition to 


% 


urchaſe one which would not diſgrace my 


Family; and I was now reſolved not to leave 


her, but to ſettle in Paris, that, we might 
live happily together. This I told her, and 
proved-my Reaſons, and conferr'd with 


ſhe U | 
my Uncles, who left me to my Choice; fol 


Jenewed my Studies for the Law. What a Me- 
tamorphoſe was here! I who before loved no- 
thing but War and the Sword, and deteſted the 
Pen and Gown, now grew fond of the crabbed 
Study of the Law: But Love! Almighty Love! 
can do more than this: To the blind God L 
made a Sacrifice of my Honour, Virtue, 
Friends, Fortune, and my Reaſon, and acted 
only by his Direction. Sor 

My continual Viſits to Silvia could not 
be long a Secret, my Mother heard ſome- 


thing of it, and it came to be known that 1 


was in Love, even to Diſtraction; ſo ſne no 
longer doubted of the Cauſe of my refuſing 
the Employ my Uncles had offer'd me: yet 
the ſaid nothing to them, but was ſo good te 
conceal it. She well knew, that 1 was of a 

Pn _ Temper 


| 
| 


loved Silvia every Day more and more. All 
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Temper not to be managed by violent means, 
but tried gentle ones. On the contrary, 
Means were tried to get me from Paris, and 
Intereſt and Honour were both uſed to tempt 
me, to no Purpoſe. I could not hide from 
Silvia what I ſuffered for her, and fo let her 
know, that the Way of Life I now followed, 
was only the Effects of my Love, and her 
Charms. She ſtill adviſed me to hearken to m 
Reaſon, and vanquiſh my Paſſion ; but wi 
an Air that bid me ſtill love on. 

I ſtrove to diſcover the Myſtery of her Birth, 
and often begged her to tell me who ſhe was; 
but I could not prevail; and I had been igno- 
rant of it much longer, if I had not diſcovered 
it by a very extraordinary Accident. 

I went away very late from her one Ni 
in the Month of January; it was about Mid- 
night, and very dark, and a Flambeau which my 
Footman carry'd before me, was blown out by 
the Wind, and the Lamps were alſo all ex- 
tinguiſhed, ſo that I could not ſee my Way, 
but was fain to feel it. I heard fomebo 
near me, and asked who was there? A Man 
anſwered, Are not you Monſieur des Frans? 
Yes, ſaid I. There, Sir, ſaid be, I was order d 
to give this Packet into your own Hand; ask 
no Queſtions whence it comes, but inform your 
ſelf of the Truths it contains, they greatly con- 
cern you. At theſe Words he put a ſwall 
Packet into my Hand ſealed, and left me. 1 


could not ſee him, but I called after him, ane 


he made me no Anſwer. I was very impatient 
to read what he had given me, and haſted to 


get 


French LOVERS. 19 


et home; and there getting into my Chamber, 
. the Wax-Light in my Hand, and broke 
open the Packet; and the firſt Words I read 


were, 


Advice to Monſieur des Frans concerning his 
Amour with Silvia. 


There werethree whole Sheets of Paper writ 
in a Man's Hand, and very ſmall; and be- 
cauſe it would take a great deal of Time to 
read, I went to Bed, and peruſed ir there; 
ris too long to repeat the Contents, the Sub- 
ſtance of which were, That tho' I took Silvia 
for a Veſtal, and a Woman of Birth, yet 1 
was much deceived: That all honeſt People 
who had a Reſpect for me, pitied me, and 
deteſted ſuch a Creature. For, firſt, ſhe was 
a Foundling, dropped at the Hoſpital-gate where 
we had ſtood Godfather and Godmother to- 
gether : That ſhe had there had her Educa- 
tion, and never knew either Pather or Mother ; 
but was by them abandoned, and laid at a 
Door, from whence ſhe had been carried in 
thither, and remained till ſhe was eight Tears 
Age. That it was true, ſhe was very hand- 


ſome ; and for that Reaſon the late Dutcheſs of 


Cranvas, who never had a Child of her own, 
had taken her from the Hoſpital, and bred her 
up herſelf to eighteen; and there ſhe had 
learned all that could accompliſh a young Wo- 
man; and though ſhe had ſeen nothing but a 
virtuous Example in that Lady and her 
Family, yet ſhe had been ſuſpected of ſome 
t alſe St eps; though it was not certain whether 

| or 


\ 
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x0 ſhe deſerved it, yet that the Dutcheſs hat 
nevertheleſs feemed diſpleaſed with her, be- 
cauſe ſhe had not in her Fill made ſuch a 


_ Proviſion for Silvia as ſbe had before promiſed 


ro do, having left her only a little ready Mo- 
ne), ſome Furniture, and a ſmall Income. 


Aud that there bad been a Report, that Silvia, 


in Concert with la Morin, who had been one 
'of the Dutcheſs's Vaiting- women, and one 
aubom fhe: moſt . confided in, auithi whom Silvia 
noæu lived; and <vho paſſed for her Aunt, had 
made a hand of à great many of the Dutcheſss 


Feuelt, and a great deal of: Money, which it 


vas known that Lady had: had ſome ſmall 
time before her Denth, and could not be found 
afterwards: And that it was ſaid, that this 
had been done by the Advice of & young Man 


| _ N Garreau, who'-was Secretary 
97 7 


; Sreabar 5 40 "the Dutcheſs, aud managed 


and hathinformed ther where 


promiſed to marry Silvia; and it "was quith 
him that it was pretended ſhe had had a crimi- 
nal Amour but, 4s for that, it was only a 
"Suſpicion, and not certain, becauſe Garreau 
had never Ok ou any ſuch thing; but died 


in a Priſon, where he had been put by the 
Dutcheſs's Heirs, under Suſpicion of having 
ſtolen ſome Part of that Ladys Treaſure. 


Next, the Perſon; who writ this went on 


with making Reflections proper for the Occa- 
fon, and finiſhed with ſage Advice to me, 
' hoping that I was a Man of tos much Honour, 


and too well. born, tb purſue [6 infamous 4 
Creature, and diſhonour. m „elf and. 1 
Ret F 
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And alſo informed me, That another Packet 
had been * to my Mother to the ſame Pur- 
ole with a Copy of this. It was likewiſe. 
hinted; That the Reaſon why' the Packet for 
me was not. ſent to my Houſ?, was for fear I 
ſhould ſuſpe# that it came from ſome of my 
Relations, who knew nothing of it; and that 
he who delivered it to me did give it into my 
own Hand, and in the Dark, that I might 
not diſcover who it was; and that it was he. 
who writ it, and would not truſt another 
with the Secret. Thar JI might tell Silvia 
what was in the Letter without ſhewing it 
to her, and that ſhe could nat deny any thing; 

for there were the Names of ſeveral Perſons, 
and wwherethey dwelt, who could inform me of 
the Truth of all Particulars, having, knoaun 
Silvia in the Dutcheſs's Life-time, being Do- 
meſticks in- the Family, and were there when 
that Lady die. 8 


£4 
22 


l leave you to gueſs my Diſtraction when 1 
read theſe Lines: Sometimes I perſuaded my 
ſelf, it was all falſe: and other whiles, I gave 
Credit to it: In fine I knew not what to think; 
yet when 1 reflected that ſhe had always made 
a Secret of her Birth to me, I thought it 
all true. And thus I paſſed the Night 
with great Anxiety, and never cloſed my. 
Eyes. At nine o'Clock in the Morning, as 
I lay muſing-in Bed, my Mother entered my 
Chamber with the Papers in her Hand. L 
know all you have to ſay to me, Madam, 
ſaid I; the Papers in your Hand are the fame 
that are mentioned in my Letter. And is it 


_nof 


o 
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not a fine Tale, ſaid ſhe, Son? But though you 


ſuch a Wife would bring upon me. He ad- 


Country again in ſome Employment, which 
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know part of the Contents, it may be you don't 
know the good Advice that is here given me; 
read, and then bring the Papers to me in my 
Chamber ſo ſoon as you have done. So ſhe 
threw them down upon the Bed, and retired. [ 
ſaw they were writ in the ſame Hand as the 
others, and were intitled, 


Advice to Madam des Frans, touching her Sons 
Conduct. | 


The Contents were to let her know, That 
the Writer had acquainted me with all that 
could put me out of Conceit with Silvia, of 
which he dowbted not but that I had both 
Senſe and Honour enough to make the Uſe 1 
ought to do. That it was left to her Pru- 
dence, to give me ſuch Advice as was ne- 
ceſſary to convince me of the Infamy and Ruin 


viſed her to ſend me to travel, or into the 


would ſoon cure me of this fooliſh Paſſion: 
And —.— her of Si 2 la Ms as 
being two wery dangerous Perſons, who, ſo 
ſoon as ever T began to viſit them, had reſolved 
to draw me in by an outward Shew of Virtue ; 
and la Morin pretending to be her Aunt, and 
permitting me to take all modeſt Liberties 
with ber pretended Niece, had prevented my 
attempting more by her Preſence, and gained 
my Eſteem by her Conduct. That they had 
informed themſelves of my Family and Cir- 
cumſtances, for fear I was not for their — 
8 . poſe; 


very we 
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poſe; and underſtanding that I was an only 
Son, and Maſter of Fortune enough to make 
them live at Eaſe, they liked me: And as for 
her Conſent, and my other Relations, they 
doubted not but I would not regard that, 
when once I was in Love; fo that nothing 
remained to embarraſs them, but only how to 
conceal Silvia's being a Foundling, and to pro- 
eure ſome Perſon of Faſhion to own her, no 
matter how poor, ſo it were a Gentleman; and 
for that Purpoſe they had offered a hundred 
Louis-d'ors fo @ very poor Gentleman; to let 
Silvia * or his Daughter, which he might 

I do, becauſe he had one much about 
her Age who had died on the Road coming to 
Paris; and his Name, and a DireCtion to the 
Place where he lived, was in this Letter. Ir 
was alſo ſaid, That perhaps Silvia might have 
promiſed him ſomething elſe, which he might 
betray if applied to, becauſe he was a great 
Lover of Wine, and when he was drunk, could 
wot govern his Tongue. That my Marriage 
with Silvia was looked on as a Thing ſo certain, 
that la Morin had ſaid to a Woman who had 
been her fellow Servant at the Dutcheſs's, and 


whom ſhe thought her Friend, That Silvia was 


going to marry a young Gentleman of a good 
Family, and who was ver) rich, who would 
make her Fortune for the [the of her Beauty. 
And this Woman's Name, and Dwelling, was 
alſo in the Letter; which concluded with 
Advice to my Mother, That if I continued 
obſtinate, ſhe might take the Law, and pre- 
[ent a Petition to a Fudge, againſt Silvia and 
la Morin, as. Seducers of me, and —_— me 

at 
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That fhe muſt loſe no Time, but uſe all Means. 
even the moſt violent, to prevent my Ruin | 
and her own, becanſe ſhe would for ever regret 
it, if I was 9 He proteſted to have 
220 Hatred to Silvia; but that this was all done 


out of pure Geod-will and Compaſſion, in Reſpect 
#0 me and my Family. "EE | 


This, joined with what I had read' over- 
might, made me reſolve to abandon Silvia ; 


Well, Son, ſaid /he, What is your Deſign? 
Madam, ſaid I, I ſhould think * myſelf un- 
worthy that Name, were J not determined to 
obey you in every thing: You have no need 
to take any violent Meaſures, as the Perſon 
adviſes you to-do, who has informed us of 
Silvias Character, and whom I take to be 
one of my beſt Friends: *Tis true, I loved 
her, but 1 did not know her perfe&ly; but 
now I do: I renounce all Thoughts of her. 


And to let you ſee that I am ſincere, find 


me any Pretext to leave Paris, either by a Place 
or Commiſſion, either to go in the Retinue of 
ſome Ambaſſador, or to the Army, and am 
ready to go this Hour. I am very glad, ſ⁰,f 
ſhe, to ſee you fo recovered from your Folly, - 


and I ſhall not put you to the Confuſion of 


mentioning this Creature to you any more. 


Here, take theſe Papers, I have no more Uſe 


o make of them; Iwill go to your Uncle's, 


to ſee what can be done for you once more. 


For Heaven's ſake don't tire their Patience and. 
mine any longer: but now begin to be wile,, 
for if this does not make you ſo, I cannot — 
8 8 what 
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What will Mean time, to convince me that 
you are ſincere, go immediarely and buy a 
couple of Horſes for yourſelf and mo Jong 
to be gone; for till you have left Paris, I thall 
not be eafy. I ſwore to her, that 1 ſpoke 
what I thought; and that I was ready to be 
gone that Hour, and that I would never look 
upon that infamous Creature any more whilſt 
I lived: But, alas! tho? I then in my Paſſion 
vowed all this, I knew not my own Weaknels, 
or rather that it was my unhappy Fare, which 
had decreed my Ruin, to break thro? all theſe 
7 omit and plunge myſelf into Miſery and 
Infamy. | | . 

1 bag no ſooner left my Mother, but 'my 
Soul was torn with ten thouſand racking 
Thoughts: I was reſolved not to go to Silvia 
whom. I looked on as a Creature below and 
unworthy my Anger and Contempt; for I had 

conceived the utmoſt Rage againſt her. Yet 
at laſt I fanſy'd it would be the greateſt Plea- 
ſure in the World, to talk with this poor Gen- 
| tleman who was to be my Father-in-law, and 

to learn from his Mouth the whole N of 
the Cheat that was to be put upon me. This 

[ longed for, and having got both his Name 
- and Lodging in the Letter, I went directly, 

and, as Ill-luck would have it, found him at 
home. So I addreſſed myſelf to him, under 
Pretence that J had heard he had a couple of 
Horſes to diſpoſe of ; and, by chance, there 
were two to be fold in the ſame Inn where he 
lodged, tho* they belonged to another Gentle- 
man. All conſpired to effect my Deſign; the 
Gentleman was gone out who owned them; 

VoL. II. — M ſo 
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ſo I pretended to wait for him, and knowing 
the other would drink, L invited him to go to 
a Tavern hard by to drink a Bottle, to which 
he readily conſented. I made him drink plen- 
tifully, excuſing myſelf from doing the ſame, 
under Pretence that I was juſt recovered from 
a Fit of Sickneſs; and indeed I looked fo pale, 
and out of order, that he might very well be- 
lieve me. The Marquis de Querville, Mon- 
ſieur de Press Brother - in- law, whoſe Hiſtory 
ou have heard before, came to us; for it was 
he whoſe Horſes were to be diſpoſed of. We 
ſoon ſtruck up a Bargain, and I ſent: away the 
Horſes to my Mother's, but I kept him to 
dine with us; he ſtaid not long, but went 
away before two o'Clock, having ſome Buſineſs 
For half an Hour, when he promiſed to re- 
turn. I agreed to wait, and being now left 
alone with the old Gentleman, T began to 
ueſtion him about his Family, Fortune, 
riends, and where he lived in Provence! and 
what he came to Paris about ? backing every 
Demand with a large Glaſs of Wine; and he 
anſwered me as punctually to every Queſtion, 
as if he had been at the Feet of his Confeſſor; 
and told me, That he was a Gentleman of 
Mons ; that his Name was Rowviere, and very 
or, becauſe he had always followed the 
. of a Prince who bad ſacrificed not 
only his own, but moſt of the Nobilities Lives 
and Fortunes who had followed him during the 
Troubles in France. This Man ſeemed to be 
_ well acquainted with all the Tranſactions 
in his Time, and talked as if he had a great 
Share in them. He inveighed mightily * 
1 


$ 
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his ill Fortune; and told me, That he had 
had but one Daughter, whom he had deſig 

to place with ſome Lady of Quality ;, and that 
he was bringing ne to Paris for that pur- 
poſe, but that ſhe died by the way after but 
two Days Illneſs, at a Place called Lliers; on 
which he purſued his Way to Paris, to ſo- 
licit the Sons of that great Man, for whom. he 
had been ruined, to get a Penſion from them, 
or by their means ſome Poſt in the Troops. to 
ive him Bread. All this agreed with what 
had been writ to my Mother and me; and 1 
was juft going to ask him about Silvia, when 

he began himſelf to ſpeak of her and her 

Aunt. Fe - 
He told me, That he had been known te 
the Dutcheſs of Cranves, who. died about 
two Years ago; and that he much regretted 
her Death, becauſe ſhe would have done him 
Service, and taken his Daughter to live with 
her, which was worth two of another: Girl 
whom this Lady had taken out of the Hoſpi- 
tal. I ſeemed wholly ignorant of the Story, 
and deſired to know it; fo he related all 
Silvia's Hiſtory Word for Word as it was in the 
Letters, and blamed her Conduct about the 
Secretary who was dead in Priſon, ſpeaking 
contemptibly of her: Bur, ſaid he, ſuch Peo- 
ple have the beſt Fortune ; for, notwithſtand- 
ing ſhe is ſo well known, ſhe has lit on a 
young Man who is very rich, and at his own 
Diſpoſe, having none but his Mother, who is 
determined never to marry again, and he is 
mad to have her. Indeed he knows nothi 
of all I have told you a but her Beauty has 
2 in- 
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Inchanted him; and la Morin, who paſles for 
her Aunt, and did help her to pilfer the 
Datcheſss Money and Jewels, - would have 
me help to cheat the poor Devil, and has 
offered a hundred Lowis-d*ors to me, to own 
Silvia for my Daughter, and ſign the Mar- 
riage Contract with Silvia and her Cully : 
And I muſt tell you, Sir, my Quality, con- 
Ferred on Silvia, will add to her Charms in her 
Lover's Eyes. But, ſaid J, if the Cheat 
ſhould be diſcovered, you will be puniſhed. 
No, troth, ſaid he, I will take care of chat; 
for | will « ecamp, ſo ſoon as I have the Money. 
I have at preſent no Home, and where ſhall 
he find me? Beſides, he can learn nothing; 
for he will only hear, that I had a Daughter 
About the ſame Age, who was known no-where 
but in Provence, and that but to few; be- 
cauſe ſhe had been almoſt all her Life with my 
Siſter in a Convent, and nobody knows there 
that ſhe is dead; and Silvia, to prevent be- 
ing known, lives in a Place where ſhe is out 
of all her Acquaintances Knowledge, and will 
doubtleſs take care, after ſhe is married, that 
Her Husband ſhall carry her along with him into 
Poictou, where I hear his Eſtate lies. So that 
all that troubles me, ſaid he, is, that it goes 
againſt my Conſcience to cheat an honeſt 
young Gentleman ſo baſely; but I can't help 
it, for I ſhall not forbear to do ir, if Silvia 
comes to my Terms. What are they, ſaid 1, 
more than the hundred Piſtoles? Ah! there's 
ſomething more than the Money, ſaid he, that 
I have a mind to; I hope to get ſomething 
vy my mock Son- in- aw; but Silvia and I 2 

| e 
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pe nearer a-kin firſt; in ſhort T muſt have a 
Night's Lodging wich her, before we ſign and. 
feal our Bargain. How! ſaid I, that would 
be villainous indeed; this would he a cruel 
Cheat upon the poor Gentleman: You have a 
tender Conſcience indeed! My Soul now 
boiled with Rage, and I could ſcarce refrain 
from kicking the old Raſcal; but I governed 
myſelf, in Hopes to know more. I have writ 
my Mind, ſaid he, to the Jilt, and ſhe pre- 
tends to be angry, and has refuſed me; but, 
faith, ſhe ſhall comply, or I won't be her Fa- 
ther: She is young and handſome, and I have. 
committed a thouſand mortal Sins that were 
not half ſo tempting, and my Conſcience 
won't be much overloaded with this one more. 
I trembled at his wicked Diſcourſe; but he 
went on: They preſs me very much to come 
to a Reſolution, ſaid he, that they may ac- 

uaint the Lover with his Miſtreſs's noble 

irth; and I received a Letter from Ia Morin 
laſt Night, and you ſhall ſee it; for I have it 


about me; ſo he put it into my Hand. See 
whether I do not ſpeak the Truth, ſaid he. I 


knew the Hand as well as my own, and I faw 
it was her Writing; ſo I read it, and it con- 
tained theſe Words: _ p 


The LETTER. 


YOU want a great deal of intreating, Sir, 
and make us loſe Time; it is fifteen Days 
that you have made us wait, and ought to have 
done what we required; we are een wear 
and Silvia is on the point of breaking off all Com- 
= - merce 
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merce with you, Jon muſt not think any 
more of what you propoſed; for ſhe will ne- 
ver conſent to it, and tis what you ought not 
zo inſiſt upon; ſhe will rather give you more 
Money : Is it not amazing, that a Man of 
your Age ſhould think of ſuch Things ? She is 
terribly ſcandalized at you, and ; an- 
gry at ſuch a Propoſition. Come to-morrow at 
Noon to the Place where we are uſed to meet, 
and we will ſee if ue can at laſt come to an 
Agreement on ſome other "Terms; which if 
you refuſe we avill look out for ſome 
other Perſon, leſs intereſted, and more vir- 


FHONS 5 
Adieu. 


Thad no ſooner read this Letter, but I had 
2 mind to keep it; fo I took a Piece of Pa- 
per out of my Pocket, and flipped that into his 
(my Man being ſo drunk he did not perceive 
it); and told Him, he was to blame to carry 
ſuch Letters about him, for fear he ſhould 
drop them, and make People think him an 
ill Perſon. Lou are in the right, Sir, ſaid he; 
ay tear it. I did fo, and threw it into the 
Fire, that is to ſay, the Piece of Paper I had 
rcok out of my Pocket : But I am ſorry, ſaid 
J, that I have made you miſs of this Meet- 
ing to-day. Ah! ſaid be, that is no matter, 
I have done ſo ſeveral times, tis the beſt way 
to humble the Baggage; let them dance after 
me, tis the way to bring her to my Beck. 
Why, don't you go to her Houſe? aid I. No, 
that would undo us, ſaid he; for her Lover s 
perpetually there; and I ſhould be —— 
noti 
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notice of in the Neighbourhood : We always 
have our Rendezvous at the fartheſt Part of 
the City, at the Tuilleries, near the great 
Fountain, and juſt at Noon, when almoſt every 
body is at Dinner: We know how to play our . 
Game; and ſo ſoon as Silvia is agreed, and the 
Jigg is over, I'll be gone to the Country, and 
then ſhe ſhall be declared to be my Daughter, 
and engage her Spark to write to me, to de- 
mand her in Marriage: So he ſhall put the 
Letters into the Poſt-houſe himſelf, and I will 
receive and ſhew them to my Acquaintance 
there, as if they were really from my Daugh- 

ter. Then P1l return to Paris: Silvia and her 
Lover ſhall come to meet me in a Coach on 
the Road; I will ſalute and bleſs them as my 
Children; then I will go and lodge at Silviz's, 
and appear grand, treat Morin as my Siſter 
25 is Reaſon I ſhould : Thus we have contriv'd 
the Matter : What fay you, Sir, are we not 
witty? Do you not 'think we hall ſucceed? 
Yes, doubtleſs, ſaid I, the Fool will fall into 
the Trap aſſuredly: *Tis an admirable Pro- 
ject ; but I fear the End may be tragical to 
you; for if he at hft diſcovers the Cheat, 
is Anger will fall upon you. Let it, fays 
he, when he can find me; for I will ſhew kan 
a Trick, and be gone, ſo that he ſhall never 
find me. He told me a thouſand fooliſh Bra- 
vado's of the fame kind. At laſt the Marquis 
of Qerville came in; ſo 1 paid the Reckon- 
ing, and we went to dine at a more creditable 
Place. Rowviere would not leave us, but fol- 
lowed ; and, as we were ending Dinner, ſome 
Friends of che Marquis's came in; ſo we 
< entered 
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entered into Talk; and at laſt they propoſed 
playing. Cards were brought in: and they 
asked me if I would make one. I was no 
Gameſter, and feared leſt they were ſome of 
the Sharpers, with which Paris abounds; 
yet, having but little Money left about me, 1 
reſolved to venture; and having better Luck 
than I expected, Querville and L. undertook 
them, and beat them, ſo that we got all their 
Money, and we were fain to pay their Share 
of the 8 and JI gain'd three times 
the Value of my Horſes, and all I had ſpent 
that Day. So foon as they were gone, the 
Marquis told me, He was very glad to have 
| * his Money; for they were two Sons 
of a Banker, who had emptied his Pockets 
but two Days before; which had obliged him 
to ſell his Horſes, which if I would return to 
him, he would give me ten Louis-d ors to 
boot. I told him, I could not, becauſe I had 
ſent them home to my Mother's. So he was 
contented with this Excufe, and we went to- 
gether to the Opera, and left Rouviere to go 
to ſleep his drunken Fit over in ſome Hole or 
other. The Marquis and I ſupped together, 
and it was very late when we parted, and it 
froze very hard; *rwas a fine Night, and one 
of the „ek of the Tavern carried a 
Flambeau to light me, becauſe I had ſent my 
Footman home with the Horſes, and order'd 
him not to come back. I had drank more 
Wine than uſual, and ſo a Whim took me in 
the Head, that it would be an excellent Co- 
medy to go and bolt in upon my Miſtreſs at 
that unſeaſonable Hour, to ſee. her Dm 
| an 
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aud Morir's, at the Treatment I ſhould give 
them; and I prepared myſelf to laugh hear- 
tily, and went thither with no other Deſign. 
Bur, alas! I knew not my own Weakneſs: 1 
went almoſt quite craſs the City, from the 


Palace Royal almoſt to the Baſtile; and wis 


ſo taken up with the Fancy of the Diverſion I 
was going to have, that I forgot to bid the 
Drawer wait to light me home when I entered 
Silvias, but gave him ſomething, and ſent 
him away. It was ſo late, that ſhe was un- 
dreſſing to go to Bed. What, brings you at 
this late Hour? ſaid my Miſtreſs, ſmiling. Is 
Midnight a Time for viſiting? Where have 


= been all this Day, that we did not ſee you? 
ndeed I was very uneaſy to know how you got 
home laſt Night. Ah! ſaid I, ironically, I 
have only met with a trifling Affair, that a little 


concerns the accompliſhed Bawd, your La- 
dyſhip's venerable mock Aunt, to bring her 


to the Gallows or Pillory, a Gentleman of 


Mons, that is to be your very near Relation. 


At theſe Words Silvia and her Aunt looked on 
one another with the utmoſt Surprize; at 


which I burſt out a laughing. Parbleu, 
| ſaid I, turning to Silvia, if you have a mind 
to a Gallant, f 

old Man; and inſtead of asking a hundred 


Piſtoles of you, I will give you ſome of mine; 
the time I have ſpent. in 


and, in my Opinion, | 
courting you ought to be conſidered: Tis true, 
you cannot paſs for my Daughter. (Then turn- 
ing to la Morin) A propos 
J, your good Brother in Iniquity did not come 


to the Tuilleries to meet you to-day; as you 
B 5 deſued; 


think I am worth two of an 


ood Madam, ſaid 
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defired ; but here is your Letter; write ano- 
ther preſem ly, to invite him to a Concluſion; 
really che time preſſes: If Rouvisre ſtill per- 
ſifts to kiſs his adopted Daughter before he 
will ſign Articles, you muſt look out for a more 
3 * Father for the Girl, tho it coſts more 
loney. And you, my ſweet young Lady, 
did your bringing up coſt much? *Tis a pity 
Garreau is dead in Priſon ; tis reported that 
you loved him extremely, ſo that you kept 
him Company to the laſt Moment, or elſe you 
had been united together by the Hangman, 
and tied up before the Towz-houſe : But what 
was then deferred is not loſt; go on, and you 
-and your venerable Aunt may ſwing together - 
one time or other. Thus I inſulted them, 
and feaſted, nay even glutted my Revenge at 
large, whilſt they continued filent, and in ſuch 
a Conſternation and Diſorder, as can be much 
better imagined than deſcribed ; and the Scene, 
tho 7 4 vary _—_ Adieu, my 
r | „ Jaia I, pray convert you, 
or elle Bes zebub, to whom you belong, will 
take you. 5 
I went to go out, but was hindered by Silvia, 
who ſhut the Door, and threw herſelf in 
the Way, proſtrate at my Feet, hanging on 
my Knees, and embracing them; ſo that, tho 
I rudely puſhed her from: me, yet I could not 
free myſelf; the Tears ſtreamed down her 
Face. What would you have, Traitreſs? ſaid 
Iz; let me go, leſt I do ſomething unbecoming 
me; my Rage is ſuch as I can ſcarce go- 
vern. You ſhall not go, ſaid /be, unleſs you 
kill me, till you have heard me: I beg this 
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Favour of you, by all you hold moſt dear to 


you. What can you fay, /d T, to juſti 


yourſelf? can you think to gain Credit with 
me any more, or vindicate the moſt vile and 


barbarous Deſigns that ever Wretches did in- 


vent, to ruin one who honourably loved you 


Y 
don't pretend to juſtify myſelf in all, ſaid ſbe; 


T own that I have been to blame; but give me 
leave but to explain my Crimes, and 1 ſhall ap- 
pear leſs criminal; believe me, I am more un- 


fortunate than culpable, and the fear of loſing 


you has undone me; *tis that has made me cri- 
minal; and had I loved you leſs, T had not 


offended you. | 5 
I caſt my Eyes upori her as ſhe lay in this 


ſuppliant Poſture, and found my cruel Rage 
dilarmed; her Eyes were bathed in Tears, 


and her ſnowy Boſom, by the opening of a 


light Night-gown which fhe had on, was ex- 
poſed to View ; her Hair, which ſhe had untied 


to put on her Night-drefs, fell all diſhevelled in 


fine Ringlets on her Breaſt, and covered al- 


moſt all her Body; the Humility of her Look, 


and Grief, gave a double Luſtre to her Charms, 
and ſhewed me Beauties I had never found in 


that angelick Face before. In fine, my evil 


Genius ee and J again adored this Idol. 
el 


of my deluded Soul, and forgot Reſentment. 
She ſeemed a ſecond Mary Magdelaine in my 
fond Eyes, and I was melted into Love and 
ſoft Compaſſion. I lifted her up from the 
Ground, and let her ſay all ſhe would; but 


was in ſuch Diſorder, chat I gave no Attention 
to her Diſcourſe ; for I was not myſelf, but in 
a State of Inſenfibility; a. thouſand Paſſions 
1 B 6 ſtruꝑgled 
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l in my Breaſt, and racked my labour- 
ing ind ; I remained a long time thus. At 
I came a little to myſelf, and ſaid no more, 
but that I would come again the next Day, 
when my Mind was more compoſed ; that ſhe 
1 ſhould the mean time examine thoſe Papers, 
Y 3 and endeavour to juſtify herſelf, though ſhe 
1 could not, I found, altogether deny what they 
contained. I made her promiſe to give them 
back to me; and to aſſure her of my Return, 
I accepted a Ring of great Price, which ſhe 
pulled off her Finger, as a Pledge, which I 
was to reſtore at my Return. Going out, I caſt a 
furious Regard on Ila Morin, whom I thought to 
be Silvia's Ruin. The Paſſion and Diſtraction 
I had been in, had ſuch an Effect upon my 
Body, that I was now become perfectly ſober, 
and no more in Drink, than if I had been all Day 
faſting; but I found myſelf ſo weak and di- 
-ſpirited, that I was fain to knock at a Door 
where I ſaw ſome Light in the Houſe, and get 
a Servant to fetch me a Chair to carry me 
home; ſo I paſt the Night in more Diſquiet 
than the preceding. I was now aſhamed of 
my own Weakneſs, and ſtrove to reſiſt the Re- 
turns of a Paſſion that was too ſtrong for 
wy Reaſon. In ſhort, I threw myfelf into 
a violent Fever before Morning, with thinking; 
ſo that I remained for eight Days ſo ſick, both 
in Body and Mind, that my Life was thought 
in great Danger by the Phyſicians; and — 
no great Love or Attachment to the World, 
| was not only willing, but deſirous to die, to 
be rid of my Troubles; and I had affuredly 
received the fatal Arreſt with Joy, 1 
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Hour was not come; Thad not lived to be over- 
whelmed with Infamy and Diſgrace, nor had 
yet ſuffered the Miſeries Fate had decreed me 
to ſuffer: but Heaven puniſned me for not 
ſubmitting as I onght to its Will; and in eight 
Days my Fever left me. Somebody had been 
often to inquire after my Health, during my 
Illneſs, from a Perſon unknown, whoſe Name 
they would not diſcover; which when I heard 
I doubted. not but it was from Silvia. This 
touched me more, and I wiſhed ardently to 
find her innocent; and though I had ſuch 
Aſſurances to the contrary, yet I at leaſt hop'd, 
ſhe would appear leſs guilty, when I had heard 
her; ſo my Viſit was to her. But by the way 
I muſt tell you, that my Mother, who did 
not imagine that I had had the Weakneſs to 
ſee Silvia again, and believed that the IIlneſs 
I had had, proceeded from the Trouble of 
Mind I had ſuffered in vanquiſhing my Paſſion, 
and keeping my Reſolutions, (my ſending home 
the Horſes having confirmed her in. her Opi- 
nion of my Sincerity) was extremely con- 
cerned ; had been ſo tender of me in my 
Sickneſs, that I could not but think myſelf un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligations not to break my 
Word with her; nay, ſhe had been ſo gene- 
rous as to ſeem to greatly pity my Condi- 
tion, and to regret that Silvie was ſuch a 
Perſon as was unworthy my Love. I had 
always gregtly loved and reſpected my Mother, 
but now Þoth increaſed for her; ſo that at 
aſt I reſolved to quite abandon Silvia to 
gs her; and in that Reſolution I went to 
. | 3 | 
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And though Thad been ſick but ſo ſhort a 
time, yet I was extremely altered, and my 
Spirits were quite ſunk. I had prepared my- 
ſelf to reſtore her Ring to her, and bid her 
adieu for ever, and hoped I ſhould have Con- 
ftancy and Reſolution enough to do it; but 
it was not long ere I was undeceived. I 
found her ſo pale and changed, that I was ſur- 

rized, and ſhe looked as bad as I did; her 

yes had loſt their Brightneſs, the Roſes in 
her Cheeks were faded: And yet I found new 
Charms in that humble Look, and tender Sad- 
nefs, which appeared in every down - caſt Look, 
and I had Pity on her; and that Compaſſion 
awakened my Tenderneſs ſo, that I forgot all 
my Reſolutions, and, far from ſaying the ſevere 
things that I had deſigned, I thought of nothing 
but of comforting and conſolating her. What, 

alas! was my Weakneſs! I wiped the falli 
Tears which I had cauſed her to ſhed, an 
begged her to weep no more, and to excuſe 
the cruel Things that I had faid to her in the 
firſt Tranſports of my Paſſion, and attribute it 
all to that which I was not Maſter of; and 
that I had been ſufficiently puniſhed by the 
Regret I bad had for it, which had brought 
me to the weak Condition ſhe ſaw me in, the 
which 1 begged her not to redouble by letti 
me ſee how much ſhe reſented it. In fine, I 
did all that was p_ to comfort her, and to 
let her ſee, that the had as much Poi over me 
as ever. E = 

This tender and reſpectful Treatment, which 
ſhe did not expe, revived her a little; and 
the tender languiſhing Glances ſhe caft ſome- 
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times upon me, and the deep Sighs ſhe vented 
from her ſnowy Breaſt, =_ pierced my Soul. 
She perceived my Diſorder, and took hold of 
theſe favourable Moments, not to juſtify herſelf, 
ſhe ſaid; but only to convince me, that ſhe 
did not altogether merit the cruel Treatment 1 
had given her. 8 

ere, Sir, ſaid ſhe, are the Papers, which I 
return to you: I know both the Hand and 
Author; and the Impoſtor has Reaſon to 
avouch, That he has no Averſion for me, and 
did not write them out of Hatred, but, on the 
contrary, out of Love, and ſuch a Love as I 
have rejected: But, Sir, ſaid ſhe, are you in 
a Condition to hear me? Them ſhe gently took” 
hold of my Hand ; pray tell me, are you able 
to hear me talk? Yes, Madam, ſaid I, I 
deſire to hear your Juſtification, tho* my fond 
Heart has already ſealed it in my Breaſt; but 
ſpeak on, for your own Satisfaction. 

Well then, Sir, ſaid ſbe, 1 ſhall not deny 
the Truth in any kind; all that has been writ- 
ten to yours Truth in moſt of its Circum- 
ſtances, and in all outward Appearance; yet 
there are Secrets, and particular Motives, that 
occaſion'd thoſe Tranfadions, which are known 
to none but Monſieur the Governor of Ville- 
blain, Madam Morin and myſelf; and thoſe 
are what I am. going to diſcloſe to you. 

I was glad to hear her Name fo honourable 
a Perſon for a Witneſs as that Gentleman 
who was a near Relation of my Mother's, and 
a Man of great Integrity, and incapable of 
ſupporting oratteſtingany Falſhood ; and there- 
fore I doubted not of coming to 1 — 
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Knowledge of the Truth of whatever ſhe ſaid; 
but I faid nothing to her, that I knew him, but 
gave great Attention to all ſhe ſaid; fo ſhe 


. proceeded: 


It is moſt true, That I'never knew either my 
Father or Mother; but I know very well who 
they were: Neither was J born of a Jawful Mar- 
riage ; but Iam no ways anſwerable for that. It 
is alſo true, That I was ry a helpleſs In- 
fant, and receiv'd into the Hoſpital, and there 
bred up to eight Years old, and then taken 
thence by the Dutcheſs of Cranves, who knew 
that I was there long before ſhe ſaw me: But 
now, Sir, I muſt tell you how all this came 
abour. x | 

This Dutcheſs was, you know, Siſter to 
Monſieur the Marquis de Buringe, who died 
at the Siege of Candia, with Monfieur de 


Beaufort; he was my Father; he was there 


mortally wounded, and before he died, he had 


time enough to make a Will, all writ by his 
.own Hand, and directed to his Sifter the 


Dutcheſs, declaring, That being now ready to 


depart this Life, and to go to render an Account 


to God of all his Actions, he thought it neceſſary 
for the clearing of his Conſcience, to reveal 


that he had had a Lowe-intrigue with one of 
his Mother's Attendants, . a young Gentlewo- 


man, by whom he had had a Daughter ; but 


that, being a younger Brother of three, and 
at that time in no Condition to make Provi- 


fron for her and the Child, being him ſer not 


F Age, and beſides deſtined to be of the rder 
. of the Nahe f Malta 
marry, he; had been obliged to let this _—_ 
OG E 


ſo that he could not 
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le expoſed at the Hoſpital-gate, not knowing 
whom to confide in to take care of it, my Mo- 
ther dying in Child-bed : So he acquainted the 
Dutcheſs with the Day and Hour, and all 
other Marks by which I could be known, and 
deſired her to take this Child; declaring how 
great a Grief it had been to him. that he had 
not been able to take it 1 1 6 ſince the 
Death of his two elder Brothers, who.. died 
before him: Excuſing himſelf, that he had 
been ſo aſhamed that I had ſtaid there ſo long, 
that he could not tell how to do it publickly. 
Then he beſought her, as his only Heir and 
Siſter, to take care of me; and to oblige her 
to do ſo, he generouſly gave no Legacies; but 
put into her Hands ( as 4 Proviſion for me) all 
that he had in the World. This Will, or De- 
claration, was delivered into her Hands open, 
by Monſieur de Villeblain, to whom my Fa- 
ther had declared all this when dying,. and wham 
he named in this Writing, to the end that he 
might ſolicit his Siſter to execute this laſt Will 
and Deſire. By 
So the Dutcheſs determined to take me from 
the Hoſpital, but did not publiſh. her Brother's 
ſecret Orders to the World for many Reaſons, 
only cauſed this Writing to be thewed to 
the Governors of the Hoſpital, and Madam 
Morin, in whom the Dutcheſs put an intire 
Confidence, was ordered to take notice of me, 
when the Dutcheſs came to demand me, fo 
that I might be known to her. I was firſt. 
ſhew'd to Madam Morin, after which the 
Dutcheſs came thither herſelf, and entered the 
publick Room where the Children are taught 
do 
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to work, Monſieur de Villeblain being with 
her. Madam Morin was to kiſs me, for that 
was the Signal that ſhe was to give; ſhe did ſo, 
and the Dutcheſs, looking upon me, ſaid, That 
there was no Need of any Signal ; for ſhe could. 
have diſtinguiſhed me from a thouſand others, 
becauſe I was the very Picture of my Lord her 
Brother. Then ſhe asked me of the Directors, 
and made a very magnificent Preſent to the- 
Hoſpital for their Care of me, and ſo took me 
thence. | 
This, Sir, was the Means of my coming in- 
to that noble Lady's Care and Family ; not by: 
Accident, but becauſe I was really her Niece. 
And tis not without juſt Cauſe that I am faid 
to regret Garreaus Death; for he had this 
Writing of my Father's to the Dutcheſs, which 
ſhe put into his Hands, for the Reaſons I ſhall 
acquaint you withal in the Sequel. And if 
you will do me the Favour only to ſearch into 
the Truth of what I tell you, by, asking the 
Directors of the Hoſpital, ſome of which are 
yet living, they will confirm what I fay, and 
do me Juſtice: And Monſieur de Villeblain is, 
God be praiſed; till in perfect Health, whom I 
ſhall make uſe of as a Witneſs of greater Mat- 
ters of Concern.to me than theſe. It is a Year 
and half ſince I laſt faw him, but Madam 
Morin met him not long ſince at Petit St. An. 
z0ine; and he can inform you of the Truth of 
every Syllable of what I fay: And this is what 
relates to my Birth. 


So ſoon as I came to the Dutchels's, ſhe 

_ cauſed me to be educated with all the Care ima- 

ginable, and I was bred as a Perſon of Quality 
an 
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and teught to ſing, dance, play on the Muſick, 
and all forts of Accomplithments, at a great 
Expence; which was taken great notice of: 
and I was not treated as a mean Dorneſtick, 
to whom it is not uſual to give a Governeſs, 
ſuch as Madam Morin, a Waiting-woman, 
and a Footman, the very fame I have at this 
preſent, who will. not deny what I fay, nor 
can: And this is very different from what your 
Intelligencer informs you. And now I ſhall 
come to the moſt effenrial Part of all, that is, 
what concerns my Conduct: This villainous 


Writer accuſes me of a ſecret and criminal Con- 
verſe with Garreau, and ſays the Dutcheſs was 


diſpleaſed with me, and made it appear by her 
laſt Will and Teſtamear. © 
This Lady had, tis true, a great Deſire to 
ſee me ſettled in the World before her Death, 
and ſo caſt her Eyes on Garreav, who was a 
young Gentleman of great Capacity, very 
handſome, and of a good Family; but the 
Commendations I yu him, — be, will 
Ts. be ſuſpected as not his Due from my 
outh, wherefore I ſhall fay no more. The 
Dutcheſs. perceived, that he had no Diſlike to 
me; ſo ſhe propoſed me to him; on which he 


| owned, that he loved me; ſhe liked of him, 


and countenanced him in his Addreſſes ro me; 
on which he was extremely obliging and court- 
ly towards me; which gave Occaſion for theſe: 
eports of our having an Amour together. 
The Dutcheſs having told -me, that ſhe de- 
hgned him for a Husband for me, I was _—_ 
re- 


do receive his Viſits, which were very 


quent, becauſe we lived in the ſame Family to- 
gether ; 
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gether; yet none but Madam Morin was privy 
to the Secret of the Dutcheſs's Deſign, or the 
Motive of her taking ſuch Care of me; ſo 
that her Conduct procured me the Envy of 
all her Domeſtics; for ſhe treated me as if I 
had been her own Daughter, and this was ſur- 
prizing to them, ſeeing: I did not render her 
any Service: And Valeran the Steward or 
her Houſhold, who had obliged' me, by his 
unmannerly Behaviour towards me, to make 
a Complaint to the Dutcheſs againſt him, for 
which he had been once put away, and ſeverely 
reprimanded, egged the reſt of the Servants 
on to murmur againſt me. But before I go 
on any farther, Sir, it is neceſſiry that I tell 
you, that this Man, who had married one of 
the Dutcheſs's Waiting-women in the Family, 
was ſo great a Villain as to deſire to ruin me; 
and had the Impudence once to tell me, that 
the Dutcheſs, who was very ſickly, would not 
live long; and that then I ſhould do well to 
ſeek to make Friends that could maintain me 
in the manner ſhe had bred me; and not flatter 
myſelf, that ſhe would leave me what ſhe 
perhaps deſigned ; for her Heirs would get her 

ill ſet aſide, at leaſt what concerned me in 
it; and then faucily offered himſelf to ſupport 
me. This Offer I received with ſuch Diſdain 
as it merited; nay, he offered to kiſs me, 
and received a ſmart Box of the Ear from 
my Hand, as a Reward; beſides which 1 
threatened to make a ſecond Complaint againſt 
him; but I did not do it that fame Day, in 

which I was to blame, becauſe his Wife was 
all Day waiting on the Dutcheſs, and 1 *. 
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it not proper to mention it in her Preſence. 
At Night, having informed himſelf from her, 
that I had not mentioned his Name that Day to 
her Grace, he grew ſo bold as to venture to 
enter my Chamber at Midnight, without being 
heard by me or my Waiting-woman, thro' 
whoſe Room-he paſt to come to mine; and I 
was waked out of my Sleep by feeling his cold 
Hand on my Boſom, on which I leaped out of 
Bed, crying out for Help. He catched me in 
his Arms, and in ſtruggling hurt me fo much, 
that I carried the Marks of his Rudeneſs in 
the Bruiſes he gave me, a long time after; 
but not being able to ſtop my Cries, ſome of 
the other Domeſtics came, and reſcued me 
out of his Hands. I was ſo frighted, that I 
ran directly, in my Shift, to the Dutchels's 
Chamber, who took me into Bed; his Wife 
came and caſt herſelf on her Knees by the 
Bed-fide, to beg his Pardon of me, but in 
vain. In the Morning the Dutcheſs had him 
baſtinado'd out of the Palace by the Footmen, 
10 my Preſence, and commanded her Swiſs to 
never let him have Entrance there any more, 
on the Peril of loſing his Place. | 
Thus he remained baniſhed for two Months, 
and then was pardoned by this good Lady, and 
reſtored to his Place, at the Prayers and In- 
treaties of his Wife, whom ſhe loved, being an 
old Servant that had lived with her Grace's 
Father: J alſo interceded for him on his pro- 
miſing to amend, without which ſhe had ne- 
ver permitted his Return. On his Admittance 
he asked my Pardon on his Knees in publick, 
vwhilſt I far at Table with the Dutcheſs I — 
Wnic 
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| which I not only forgave, but was Very good 
[ to him; but took care never to ſuffer him to 
| ſpeak .to me alone: But having reduced him 
| to Deſpair, and his Love being now-converted 
into ſecret Rage, he incenſed all the other 
14 Domeſtics againſt me, who gloſſed on my Con- 
14 duct with Garreas, and ſtrove to diſcover the 
11 Reaſons of my being ſo highly reſpected by the 
| Dutcheſs, and my being fo civil to this young 
Gentleman. At laſt one of the Footmen inform 
me of this Villain's Proceedings, on which I re- 
newed — Complaints, when Monſieur the Go- 
vernor of Villeblain was there; from whom I did 
not conceal my Griefs, becauſe he had ever 
ſeemed to be my very good Friend, and becauſe 
the Dutcheſs, for the Reaſons I have told you, 
(to which I was then a Stranger) did always 
uſe to tell him all that happened to me, or that! 
did. I generally eat with her Grace alone, and 
no Perſon but myſelf, in the Family, was ever 
admitted to that Honour. Monſieur de Villeblain 
ſtaid Dinner, and we were only us three at 

Table. | 

Valeran came to take away, as uſual; fo 
I ſpoke and ſaid, Madam, I humbly beg your 
Grace to inſtruct Valerau to behave himſelf 
better, and not to ſay the Things he does of 
me, unleſs they are Truth ; if they are, let him 
declare it ; for it is fir your Grace ſhould know 
them. Valeran, ſaid I with Scorn, I would 
very fain know who gave you Authority to cen- 
ſure my Actions? and to make me the Sub- 

ject of your impertinent Converſations win 
the reſt of your mean Companions, ſuch as the 
Footmen ? If you know any thing ue 
thy 
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thy in me, ſpeak it here, not behind my 
Back: I hoped my Goodneſs towards you 
would have converted you; but I ſee *tis in 
vain: Are you not a Lyer and a Villain? 
pak. What is the Matter, ſaid the Dutcheſs, 
{ſomething new ? Yes, Madam, ſaid I, there 
ſtands the Wretch who reports me to be a vile 
Creature, to your Diſhonour as well as mine; 
and, if he is to be believed, your Grace receives 
into your Bed, and eats with a Proſtitute: For 
theſe Injuries to us both, I beg Juſtice from 


you. | 
The Raſcal ſeemed half-dead, and could 
not ſpeak one Word; when the Dutcheſs, 
looking fiercely on him, ſaid, Valeran, be 
gone out of my Preſence, and never more ſet 
oot on this Place, unleſs you reſolve to never 
mention Silvia more, but with ſuch Reſpect as 
becomes ſuch a Scoundrel as you to uſe to 
Perſons like her and me; you very ill re- 
compenſe the Generoſity ſhe has ſhewn to 
you. Mademoiſelle, ſaid ſhe to me, do with 
him what you pleaſe; you were the ſole Cauſe 
of his being er to ſerve me again ; do 
yourſelf Juſtice on him as you think fit; cauſe 
him to be driven hence with Baſtinadoes again, 
or let him ſtay; 'tis equal to me what be- 
comes on him: But I know this, that if ever 
hear that he ſpeaks one Word diſreſpectfully 
of you again, F will do myſelf and you am- 
ple Juſtice upon him: And from this Hour I 
would have all my Domeſticks know, that 
you have as much Power over them as my- 
ſelf; uſe this Raſcal as you pleaſe, I will ap- 
prove Whatever you do. Madam, pray par 


co 
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don him this time, ſaid the Governor de Vi- 
leblain ro me. Mr. Valeran, you are happy 
to belong to ſuch noble Ladies: if this Com- 


plaint had been made to ſome other Perſons, 
there are thoſe in the World that might have 


revenged this young Lady's Injuries on you in 


another manner: you know not who ſhe is; 
let me adviſe you to be careful what you fay 
of her. That's all I deſire, Sir, ſaid IJ. Tell 
him yourſelf, Mademoiſelle, ſaid the 22 0 
what you determine concerring him, your Gr- 
ders ſhall be executed; ſpeak not to me, 
bur to him. Well, Valeran, ſaid JI, ſince her 
Grace is ſo pleaſed, remember this is the ſe- 
cond time I forgive you; but be aſſured tha: 
I will never pardon you a third: Go, and 
mind your Duty, as I do mine; and take notice 
my Patience is at an End, if you offend 
again. i | 

I think, Sir, ſaid Silvia to me, nobody's 
Part could be more highly and publickly taken 
than mine; but I did not as yet know the 
Reaſon, or that 1 had the Honour to be her 
Grace's Niece; and 1'behaved myſelf ſo as I 
did, only becauſe I was ordered to treat all the 
Domeſtics as my Inferiors, and not to ſuffer 
them to be familiar with me. This you may 
believe mortify'd Valeran ſufficiently, who 
from that Moment doubtleſs ſtudied Revenge: 
And therefore it is no Wonder that he has writ 
theſe Letters to Madam your Mother, and to 
you; for I very well know it to be his Hand, 
for he forgot doubtleſs to diſguiſe it; for which 


Reaſon he defired, that you would not ſhew it 


to me. However, from this Quarrel he _ 
; 18 
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his Tongue, Garreau having alſo caned him 
before all the Domeſticks ; for which he be- 
came his irreconciliable Enemy; but could not 
ſnew his Reſentments till the Dutcheſs's Death, 
when he took his Revenge in a Manner ſuiting 
ſuch a Perſon ; for he was the Occaſion of Gar- 
reau's Impriſonment, and of his dying under 
the blackeſt Infamy that ever was put upon an 
innocent Perſon. And now I muſt come to 
Particulars, and clear my own Innocence and 
his from the Guilt this Villain has charged upon 
us; for we are equally concerned, and alike in- 
nocent of the Robbery of which he accuſes us 


and Madam Morin. | | 
[ havetold you, that the Dutcheſs had deſtined 


Carrean for my Husband ; ſhe fell ſick juſt as 
ſhe deſigned to have us marry'd ; ſhe received 
a conſiderable Sum of Money by the Sale of 
ſome Lands helonging to the Marquis de Ba- 
ringe, my Father; which Money I may juſtly 
lay belonged to me, fince ſhe, who was his 
ſole Heir, was pleaſed to regard it as ſuch, 
and to give it me. Her ſudden Illneſs made 


her reſolve to do all ſhe thought proper during 


her Life, and not to leave me to be expoſed 
to her Heirs after her Death, to have a Conteſt 


perhaps with them, and to be cheated, fear- 


ing they might not acknowledge me to be of 
their own Blood, and treat me as ſuch. *Tis 
true, my Father's Declaration under his Hand 
would prove me ſuch ; but then there muſt be 
Law-ſuits; and I being left helpleſs and friend- 


. is, ſhould be unable to cope with ſuch power- 


ful Adverſaries: So ſhe firſt conſulted Mon- 
leur the Governor of Villeblain, who was a 
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long time locked up with her a one; and then 
we were called into the Chamber to her Grace 
and him, that is, Madam Morin, (who wa; 
privy to the Secret) Garreau, and 1; and 
there it was that I firſt learned who I was. 1 
leave you to imagine how glad I was at this 
News: She put the Writing my Father had 
fent to her at his Death, into Garreas's Hands, 
having firſt witneſs'd it herſelf, and made the 
Governor, Monſieur de Villeblain, do the fame. 
Garreaz received it with inexpreſſible Satiſ- 
faction, you may believe; for he had till then 
believed L was a Perſon not greatly born, as 
E myſelf, and moſt others thought, though the 
Dutcheſs's Conduct towards me, gave ſome 
Suſpicions of that Truth which was now re- 
vealed. She ſaid to Garreau, That ſhe had 
changed her Reſolutions of having us married 
at that time, and would leave me at my own 
Diſpoſe; and to pur you out of the Power of 
my Heirs, if I die, and to avoid your being 
troubled with Law-ſuits, ſaid ſhe, I will now, 
in my Life-time, give you the Money which! 
have received of Monſieur d Anet, and I here 
ive it you; but Silvia ſhall be the ſole 
iſtreſs of it till you are married, and it ſhall 

be poſſeſſed by the laſt Liver; for you ſhall 
ſettle it on her as a Jointure; ſo you ſhall live 
on the Uſe, and what elſe I leave you, which 
is my ſmall Diamonds, except my great 
Jewels, and I ſhall deliver them into Sils 
Hands before I die, in preſence of my Heis, 
who will not find fault, becauſe I ſhall leave 
her no great matter in my Will to occalion 
' Diſputes; in that I will only mention, on . 
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have diſpoſed of this Sum of Money which I 
have given her, but ſhall not mention to- 
whom, or wherein it was to be employ'd. 


Theſe were the Reaſons for which the 


Dutcheſs left me no more than ten thou- 
fand Livres in ready Money, in her Will, and 
a ſmall Income for my Life of twelve hundred 
Livres a-year; and not, as Valeran pretends, 
becauſe ſhe was diſpleaſed with Garreas and 


me. We did as ſhe ordered, and | took the 


Money, and carry'd it to a fafe Place; where 
E had it put out for me, and where it ſtill re- 
mains intire, for I have not diminiſhed it. I alſo 
ſigned a Promiſe of Marriage to Garreau, and 
he ſigned another to me, with an Agreement, 
by which a third Part of this Money was given 


to me for Pin-money, as I defired. Theſe 


Writings were ſhewn to the Dutcheis and Go- 
vernor, and ſigned in their Preſence, with their 


Approbation; for we acted thus by their Or- 


ders, and took an Oath in their Preſence, to 
be marry'd together as ſoon as we could do it 
with Conveniency. And here, Sir, ſaid ſbe to 
me, giving me a Paper, is Garreas's Promiſe, 
which I have till kept. I looked on it, and 
—_ it 1 FINS 1 

e day after this Agreement, Monſieur 
the Marquis d' Anemace, and Mademoiſelle de 
Tonnai, the Dutcheſss Nephew and Niece 
he by the Dutcheſs's fide, and ſhe by the 


Duke's, the ſole and only Heirs of the two 
Families of Cranves and Buringe, of which the 
Dutches was Dowager and Proprietor, came 


to ſee her; on which ſhe ſent to Monſieur 
Villeblain to come to her, and ſo ſoon as he 
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arrived, I was called for; and the Attendants be- 
ing diſmiſſed the Room, ſhe ſpake to this Lord 
and Lady before me in this manner 
My Death will ſoon, my dear Niece and 
Nephew, render your Maſters of all that I now 
Poſſeſs: I have made my Will, at which I hope 
you will not be difpleaſed, becauſe the greateſt 
Article that I have made of a Legacy is 
what regards Silvia, who is before you. I 
will alſo give her a Part of my Jewels, which 
I mention to you, that you may not ask after 
them when I am dead; and therefore I ſhall 
do it now in your Preſence, to prevent Diſputes : 
So ſhe called for them, and giving them to me, 
faid, Here, my dear Silvia, keep ſome of them 
for my Sake, to remember me, and {ell the reſt, 
if you think proper, for your Occaſions on your 
Marriage; I F them to you, and they are 
now yours. I accepted them with my Eyes 
brim-full of Tears, being ſcarce able for Grief 
to thank her. . 1 88h 
Then ſhe turned to her Niece : Theſe ſmall 
Jewels, ſaid ſhbe, Madam, are not worthy 
T- Acceptance; here are my large ones, which 
give you, though you haye no need of any 


thing; keep them for my ſake; and for you, 


Nephew, you would have juſt reaſon to com- 
plain, if I ſhould forget you: I leave you my 
Palace with the Furniture, my Plate, Horſes, 

and all that belongs to this Place, excepting 
only my Wardrobe of Cloaths, and Body Li- 

nen, with the Trunks, and all they contain, and 
the Furniture in Silvias Apartment, which 
give to her from this Hour; and deſire that 
you would rather add to, than diminiſh 
nn . | YR Or 


French LOVERS. 53 


or diſpute with her. All this I have ordered 
by my Will, and am very lad that I can 
now tell you of it before I die. I have alſo 
lefc her a ſma'l Sum of Money, an1 Revenue 
for her Life; pray do not cavil with her 
about ir, for ſhe merits your Eſteem, and I 
recommend her to you: Give me your Pro- 
miſe, both of you, to take care of her, and 
to do all that lies in your Power for her: 
J ſhall no: tell you at preſent the Reaſons 
that oblige me to. make you this Requeſt; 
'tiz ſufficient that J deſire it of you. They 
both promiſed all ſhe asked, and they have 
. kept their Words; ſo that 1 have 
great Reaſon to reſpect and praiſe them. | 
She afterwards told them, That ſhe ſhould: 
not leave them much ready Money, becauſe 
ſh? had diſpoſed of all ſhe thought fit for 
the Good of her Soul; but that they would; 
find no Debts to pay, having ſince her Wi- 
dowhood, and the Death of her Brothers, ac- 
quitted all the Debts of both Families. She 
alſo recommended Garreau to them as a Per- 
fon of great Integrity, and one who had ſerved. 
her with great Fidelity and Affection; and 
by his care of her Affairs, had greatly con- 
triduted to the putting her into a Condition 
to pay all the Creditors. After this the made 
me a Sign to withdraw, and talked a great while 
with them and Monſieur Villehlain alone, about 
me doubtleſs; for when they came forth of her 
Chamber, they both embraced me tenderly, 
and aſſured me of their Friendſhip, in a man- 
ner that made me conclude they were informed 


wao[ was. i 
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They are now married together, about a Year 
ago, and *ris impoſſible but you muſt know 
them, being Perſons of ſuch Quality : I offer 
Them to witneſs what I tell you, and they are 
Perſons worthy of Credit, and both living, and 
in perfect Health. | 

The Marquis being young, and having no- 
body in the Palace to have an Eye, in caſe the 
Dutcheſs ſhould die, and fearing to diſpleaſe her, 
if he had gone about to look over and lock up 
any of the Plate or Furniture, he ordered Va- 
Yeran, not knowing what a Villain he was, to 
take care of all, and promiſed to keep him 
in his Service in the ſame Poſt he now poſſeſſed 
under the Dutcheſs; as he did, but the Rak 
cal ſtaid not long, but was ſoon turned away 
for his Itrpertinencies and brutal Deportment. 
He alfo promiſed a Recompennce to this 
Wretch; and likewiſe defired me to have an 
Eye over Valeran: But, alas! I was not in Con- 
dition to oblige him when the Dutchels died 
which was but four Days after; at which 1 
was ſo afflicted, that I t every thing elſe, 
but to lament the Loſs of ſo kind and generous 
a Protectreſs and Friend, and remained in my 
Chamber drowned in Tears, with Madam Mo- 
rin, whom the Dutcheſs had recommended to 
me, and whom fhe had commanded never to 
leave me till I was m—_ es 

Valeran was the firſt Perſon that let me ſee, 
that I had loſt the Power I had in the 
Dutcheſs's Life-time; for her Eyes were ſcarce 
cloſed, when he rudely entered the Chamber 
into which I was retired; and under Pretence 
of obeying his new Lord, began, without any 

. _ © Apology, 
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Apology, to pull off the Coverings of my 
Chairs and Stools, and the Furniture of my 
Bed, pulling off the Gold and Silver Laces and 
Fringes. Madam Morin raade me take notice of 
this uncivil Uſage; for the Aﬀiction I was in 
made me mind nothing: But then J called for 
ſome of the Servants, who, entering; put a 
Stop to his Villainy. Then I went to the 
Marquiſs 4 Anemace, and asked him if he 
had given Valeran Orders to unfurniſh my 
Apartment? He made me a Thouſand Ex- 
cuſes for the Rudeneſs this Wretch had com- 
mitted; and ordered, that nothing ſhould be 
touched, but every Thing put into its Place 
again; and alſo ſent me more than what her 
Grace had left me, by Valeran himſelf, that 
is, a Pair of Silver Candleſticks, Snuffers and 
Snuft-diſh, a Baſon and Ewer, a Porringer with 
a Cover, a large Silver Cup, and ſeveral other 
Pieces of Plate, all which I ftill have; and all 
the Furniture you fee in this Place, are the 
fame which the Dutcheſs left me. 
Bur Valeran ftopt not here: He knew her 
Grace had received a conſiderable Sum of 
Money but ten Days before ſhe died; this he 
mentioned to a Lawyer, who took care of the 
Marquis of Azemace's Affairs, who gave Credit 
to his Reports: The Inventory of all that was 
left was conſulted, and no Mention being there 
found to be made concerning this Money, 
which her Grace had given me, and which f 
{till have, Garreau was asked where it was ?- 
He anſwered, that his deceaſed Lady had diſ- 
poſed of ir without the Priviry of any Perſon: 
but herſelf. Valeran pretended he had ſtole 
C4 it, 
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ir, and Garreau was arreſted, whilſt Monſieur 
&* Anemace was abſent from Paris; fo I went 
immediately to look for him in the Country, 
and made appear to him the Injuſtice that 
was done to an innocent Man, whom his dy- 
ing Aunt had recommended to him: I alſo put 
him in Mind of the Words ſhe had faid to 
him concerning this * when ſhe told 
him the had let no ready Money, becauſe ſhe 
had diſpoſed of what ſhe had by her for the 
Repoſe of her Conſcience; and then I gave 
bim the true Reaſons and Motives that made 
Valeran act thus wickedly. At which he was 
much ſurprized, and more to hear how Garreau 
had been treated, contrary to the expreſs Or- 
ders which he had left with Valeraun. So he 
gave me a Letter, in which he diſapproved of 
all that had been done, and promiſed me, that 
be would be back to Paris in two Days, and 
that then he would go to Garreas himſelf, 
and make him — for the Injury done 
him: And he did ſo; but Garreas would not 
leave the Priſon, till his Accuſer had made him 
Reparation ſor his falſe Impriſonment, and the 
cruel Treatment he had received from him; 
for the Archers, who had by his Orders ar- 
reſted him, had bear and bruized him ſo 
miſerably, that they bad broke ſomething with- 
in him, 1o that he died the fifth Day of his 
Impriſonment, pouring forth Blood from all 
Parts of his Body. And I cannot as yet find 
Means to recover the Letter of my dead Fa- 
t er the: Marquis of Buringe, nor my Contract 
of Mee, which the Dutcheſs had put into 


n 
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This, Sir, ſaid ſhe, is all J have to fay in 
my own Juſtification, as to my Conduct; and 
1 think my Innocence is very apparent. You 
may inform yourſelf of the Truth very eaſily, 
the Witneſſes I have named to you are Peo- 
ple whoſe Integrity is above being diſputed :. 
And now nothing remains but what concerns 
Rouviere. And for this Article of my Accu- 
ſation, I ſhall not pretend to juſtify. myſelf, be- 
cauſe I am culpable, and it was my Aim to 
put a Cheat upon you; but when. you conſider 
the Reaſons that induced me to it, can you: 

- blame me? No, tis impoſſible; ſure you will 
not condemn me. Here {he looked tenderly 
upon. me, and faid, You cannot but ſee, that 
J ſacrificed my Innocence to gratify your Scru- 
PS and choſe her to be thought the 
Daughter of a poor Gentleman without Titles, 
than to let 58 know that I was ſprung from 
more noble Blood, which I could not prone to. 
you without a publick Diſcovery of ſuch Se- 
crets, and making ſuch a Noiſe in. the World 
as would not be advantageous to you or me, 

lince it cannot add to my Fortune, which is: 
ſufficient to advance me above my Ambition. 

Lou may remember what J ſaid to you. con- 

cerning my Birth, and how unwillingly I ſeemed: 

to diſcloſe it; tho? it might have been an Ho- 

nour to me in. another's Eyes, and L might 

have pleaded. it as an Advantage, yet I. .ſo- 

loved and reſpected you, that I could not think: 

1 merited ſuch a Perſon; and fearing to own» 

it, I ſtrove to conceal it from you by.aDeceir. 
But Rouviere ought to have old yon what 

Terms it was that I would have purchaſed the 
& 5 - Title: 
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Title of being his Daughter ; it was, that he 

chould never ſee me again, for which I would 
have given him a farther Preſent. 1 had ne- 
ver him before ray Acquainrance with 
you, yet I did not * that you ſhould not 
have diſcovered the Deceit in the End; for, 


alas how could my Fortune have agreed with 


the Poverty of his 1 And could you 
not have ſeen my trug Name in the Regiſter 
"of the Convent, where we were Goſſips to the 
Child not five Months fince? By all which 
S 1 am not uſed to fach vile 
Arts; and yet the Fear of loſing you, made 
me attempt to deceive you, tillyou were mine; 
and then, I vainly imagined, you would not 
-otity forgive, but app ad any Deceit. But 

now 3 Irth, an . 

AO me, am perha ps no longer wo of you; 
yet do not ceaſe to efteem me, tis all I ak; 
and own, that tis not my Fault, but Misfor- 
tune, not to deſerve the Honour of your Alli- 
ance, 1 . you of all your Promiſes, for- 
tunate that 1 have had this bleſt Qpporracky 
of undeceiving you of the falſe Notions a Vi 

lain had given you of me: for, Sir, tho? my 
Birth is not declared legitimate by the Law, 
yet I have always conſerved the noble Prin- 
<iples of that illuſtrious Blood from which 1 
 Fprang, and have never Thewn a Weaknels 
even to you whom I have loved; and, I hope, 
mall never make à falſe Step with another, 
and indeed I flattered myſelf with living happy 
in your Arms, 21 ese Words ſbe wept, but 
that Hope is at an End; yet no other Man 
Mall ever take your Place in my Affection: 


A Gon- 
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A Convent ſhall hide my Shame and Grief, 
and convince you of my Sincerity; and 
make you own that I'was worttiy your Eſteem, 
by the Integrity of my Life and irtue, when 1 
have left the World. 8 

[ have now but two Things left to ask of 
you: Lou ſeemed to like my Ring, I beg of 
you to keep it; ãt: may ſometimes remind you 
of me, and that it was my Misfortune, not 
my Fault, that ſeparated me from you. I al- 
io beg, that you will not retain any Diſlike or 
Hatred to NV dam Morin; for fhe has done 
mothing but by my Order, nor ever propoſed 
one Crime to me ; twas only Ron uis re, who 
had the Inſolence to make me ſuch a Propoſal; . 
on which I was ſo enraged, that I tore his Letter 
in pieces; but by good Fortune I have found 
the Pieces, and kept them for you to fee. Here- 
ſhe put. them into my Hand, Jaying, You may 
eaſily collect the Pieces together, and read the 
vile Contents. Madam Morin anſwered it by 
my Order, and *tis without Cauſe that you: 
ſuſpect that good Woman; for The has never 
lived in any Place but where Vertue has been 
practiſed, and is herſelf a Pattern of Good-- 
neſs: If me had not been ſuch, the Dutcheſs : 
would not have admitted her to be her COm- 
panion and Confident, nor truſted her to bring. 
me up; for this Lady gave me to her Charge, 
as a Perſon fit to educate and take care of one 
Who was of her own Blood, and whom he- 
regarded as her own Child. I have now ne: 
more but theſe two Favours te ask of you: 
grant them; and 1 ſhall leave the World con- 
'tented; and, above — ſee me no more, 


o 
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for all Commerce betwixt us ought now to be 
at an End, ſince I can no more look upon you 
but with Confuſion. I defire. your Mother 

may have no more Occaſſ of being dif- 
pleaſed with you on my Account; break off 
thoſe Chains you can noJonger wear with Ho- 
Hour, and let me retire to a Convent with that 
poor Conſolation, that it was I myſelf that 
defired you to quit me, and: that you would 
pot otherwiſe have done it: So I ſhall not de- 
tain you any longer, but take a laſt Adieu of 


you. 1 | 2 
She roſe out of the Chair at theſe Words, 
after having talked ſo long, without my bei 
able to utter one Word to interrupt her; and] 
caſt my Eyes upon her, and ſaw that hers were 
Full of Tears, which ſhe in wain ftrove to re- 
t. ain. She would have been gone, to hide 
the Trouble ſhe was in; but 1 her, and 
Forced her to fit down again. Then I threw 
myſelf at her Feet, — her Hands, and 
we both wept together, unable io ſpeak; the 
Manner of her bidding me farewel had pierced 
my very Soul, ſo that I remained a long time 
into this Poſture, and our Hearts were ſo full 
of Grief, that all but our Byes were motionleſs. 
What would e ſaid ſbe at laſt in 4 
broken Voice: Why do you bold me, and not 
de gone? Ah! how can 1 leave you? ſaid J. 
And that was all 1: could utter. She made me 
rite, and fit down in a Chair; where I re- 
mained for above an Hour, like a Man bereft 
of his Senſes, without ſpeaking one Word; 
and all that I could remember was, that ſhe 
was in the ſame Condition. At laft I a littie 


recovered 
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recovered my Reaſon, and getting up, pre- 
ſented her Ri to her. which I rok off L 
Finger, but ſhe refuſed it; fo I took leave, 
and bid her farewel. But, alas! my Eyes 
gave my Tongue the Lye ; How beautiful did 
the appear in this fatal Moment! and who 

could have reſiſted ſuch Charms! Never 
was there a more tender nor melancholy 
Parting. At lat I told ther, I would keep 
her Ring to bring it back another time; 
and that I would not take this as a laft Fare- 
wel. She made me no Anſwer, but with a 
Sigh, and a tender Glance, the Tears ſtream- 
ing down her lovely Face; ſo I left her, more 
in Love with her than ever. Ef 

I returned home more penſive than when I 
went forth : I now thought of nothing but the 
divine, the injured Silvia, innocent and virtu- 
ous in all her Actions, who had no Blemiſh 
but her Birth; yet that was noble, and ſhe 
was net to blame! Silvia, who loved me 
with ſo chaſte, and yet ſo tender a Paſſion 
Silvia, who ſtrove to cheat me, only becauſe 
ſhe fear'd to loſe me! The kind, the gene- 
tous Maid, who did not love for Intereſt. 
And I now abhorred myſelf for havin 
treated her ſo cruelly, and thought I coul 
never do enough to repair the Injuries I had 
done her. Thus my ill Fate guided me to 
my Ruin; and all my Reſolutions to aban- 
don her, were vaniſhed into Air. M 

But now I was embarraſſed, how to manage 
with my Mother, to conceal my Folly, and 
what Pretences to find out to procure my Stay 
in Paris. Theſe Reflections filled me wit 
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Shame; but yet did not make me quit my 
Deſign of returning to my inchanting Fair 
One, which 1 did the next Day, not with 
an inſulting Air, as before, but in the moſt 
fubmiſſive manner poſſible: I had dreſſed my 
elf very magnificently; which the took no- 
tice of, and ſeemed pleaſed at. I found her in 
a profound Melancholy, her Chamber was al- 
moſt unfurniſhed, and part of her Goods were 
packed up. She asked me, what I came there 
to do? 1 anſwered, to bring back her Votary, 
her Slave, one who was only born for her, and 
could not live wifhout her; and that I was in 
the utmoſt Deſpair for having offended her 
— none — —— — — | | 
to ive me, but :readily promiſed, with an 
uncommon Generoſity, — all that 1 
nad done: But, ſaid ſbe, do not imagine that 
all this is owing to my Good - nature; no, tis 
the Inclination I have for you, that governs 
me fo that I cannot hate, or be long angry 
with you: J am blind to your Faults, and 
Love is the powerful Mediator that unites our 
Souls, and cements our — You ſlight, 
for me, all the Fears and Troubles your Mo- 
ther and Relations Diſpleaſure on my accoum 

may occaſion you, for Valerams wicked Pro- 
cCeedings, which have raiſed the Storm amongſt 
us, from which T foreſee that our Union will 
be attended with many Vexations; and in 
Return for your Generoſity, I will ſacrifice to 
you all my Reſentments for the unkind Treat- 
ment you have given me, and all my Reſo- 
lutions of retiring to a Convent, and ſeeing 
qu no mere. I embraced and bleſſed her a 
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hundred times, ſealed our eternal Friendſhip 
on her ambroſian Lips. And thus Love mu- 
tually inſpired our Souls, and with a generous 
Flame * in our Hearts and Eyes. So 1 
made the Furniture be all replaced in her 
Apartment, and then dined with 'her with in- 
expreſſible Satisfaction. After which we 
talked familiarily together of our Affairs: 
What, /aid I, muſt we then always be ex- 
poſed to this Villains Rage? Is there no Way 
to filence, or punith him? I think not, ſaid 
be; for J am poſitive the Raſcal will never 
Tepent, or ceaſe to do us all the Miſchief he 
can; nay, his Fury will redouble, when he finds 
that you continue to viſit me. I have this 
Morning been at Monſieur de Villeblaiu's 
Lodgings, to inform him of all, and to de- 
mand Juſtice of him againſt this vile Wretch ; 
the Goodneſs he has always Thewn towards 
me, and the Power he has over Valeran, 
makes me believe that he would make him 
dearly repent what he has done to me, if this 
Gentleman were in Paris; but he is gone 
but a Week ago to drink the Waters at Bar- 
-botans, in the e of the Pyrenean Moun- 
rains, and it is thought that he will not return 
to Paris till next Autumn. I ſince thought 
to complain to the Marquis of Anemace and 
his Lady ; but then I conſidered this may pro- 
duce a Noiſe, and the Villain may occaſion 
the Diſcovery of the Secret of my Birth, and 
other things, which the Dutcbeſs de Cramves 
did ferbid me to publiſh to the World : If be 

were an honeſt Man, I Thould adviſe you to 
Peak wo him yourſelf; Th ana your 
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while; yet this I will do for your Satisfaction: 
I will: this very Afternoon ſend for him, and 
you ſhall ſtay concealed in my Cloſet, from 
"whence you ſhall hear all he ſays, and from 
his own Mouth learn the Reaſons of his Vl. 
lainy, and a Confirmation of all the Truths I 
have told you. There is no need of that, 
Jeid T, L am already ſatisfy d. No matter, 
Jaid ſhe, I will have him come. So. let her 
Write a Note to him in theſe Words, tho'I 
could ſcarce believe he would venture to come 
to her, after what he had done. 


unt to ſpeak — come immediately 
to me, I ſhall be all alone to ſee you: fol- 

4dow the Bearer directly. CONE O05. 

| | 8 1LVIX. 


She ſent this Note by her Footboy, and bid 
him fay ſhe was alone. What would you. do 
with this Man? faid I. I would have Him ex- 
plain his Deſign in acting thus with me, ſaid ſhe, 
in thus expoſing and traducing me to your Mo- 
ther and you, and diſcover what his Aim is in ſo 
doing; and I beg chat you will with Patience 
Hear what he ſays; it may be of uſe to us; and 
then I ſhall leave it to your Diſcretion to act as 
you think proper. We paſt the Titne in diſcourſe 
Agar, Si, and Madari, Ine Mens 4 

But, Sir, and Madam, ſaid Monſieur des 
Frans, interrupting Tom Las ſpeaking to 
the Maſter and Lady of the Houſe, I don't 
know whether you are tired with heari — 
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S ory, but Iaſſure you I am faint with talking 
fo long, and would be glad of ſome Refreſhmen: 
as well as the reſt of the Company. Every 
body thought him in the right; ſo a Collation 
was brought in, during the eating of which 
eich Perſon ſpake their Sentiments about Sil - 
via; and they all agreed, that if all ſhe had 
ſaid in her own Juſtification: were true, ſne 
was very innocent and unblameable in her 
Conduct, and that Valeran was a great Villain. 
It is all true indeed, ſaid Monſieur des Frans, 
and two Months after our Marriage, I got the 
Contract ſhe had ſigned to Garreau, and her 
Father the Muquis de Buringe's Letter to 
the Dutcheſs his Yilter, by Means of the Go- 
vernor, Monſieur de Villeblain; and he him- 
ſelf, without knowing that I was any ways 
concerned in the Matter, related to my Mo- 
ther, before me, all the Hiſtory of Silvia c 
Life, as I have now related it to you. If 
this be true, ſaid Monſieur du Puis, the poor 
unfortunate Silvia was always the Victim to 
the Lovers ſhe rejected, and always ſuſpected, 
tho virtuous, and at laſt died innocent in 
Reality, tho otherwiſe in Appearance; and 
poor Madam Morin, who was one of the 
moſt virtuous Women that ever lived, loſt 
her Life by the Friendſhip and Love ſhe 
bore to this unfortunate Lady. We ſhall 
hve time enough hereafter, ſaid Madam de 
Londe, to make our Reflections on this tra- 
gick Story; but now, if Monſieur des Frans 


Pieaſes, I will beg him to finiſh his Relation, 


which I am perſuaded every body is as de- 
Lrous to hear as myſelf. = , 
- Monſieur 
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Monſieur des Frans then renewed his Di(. 
courſe in theſe Words: So ſoon as I heard 
Valeran coming, I hid myſelf in a Cloſer. 
What would you pleaſe to have with me, 
Madam? faid he. Can I be ſo happy as to 
do you any Service? for I would gladly pleaſe 
or oblige you, tho? at the Expence of my Life 
and Fortune. Sit down, {aid Silvia, and let 
me talk with you a little. He made ſome Diffi- 
culty of taking ſo great a Liberty. And then 
being ſeated, and the Footboy diſmiſſed, 
Silvia ſaid to him, I am very glad to ſee you, 
and you may believe it is ſomething of great 
Conſequence that made me ſend for you. 1 
do believe it, Madam, ſaid he, and that my 
Preſence here would not be agreeable, if you 
did not want me. We are alone, ſaid ſbe, 
and tho? I ought to fear to be ſo with you, yet 
I do not doubt but you will remember the 
Reſpect that is due to me, and offer no Rude- 
meſs. Fear nothing, Madam, ſaid be, I am 
too much aſhamed of what 1 have 2 
done to offend you, ever to repeat my Fault. 1 
wiſh your Repentance be fincere, fu ſhe; 
but I will forget what is paſt; nay J will uſe 
my Intereſt with the Marquis d' Anemace to 
take you into his Service again, and doubt not 
to effect it, on Condition that you will do one 
Thing which 1 hall ask of you. You may be 
{ure of it, Madam, faid he, if it be any thing 
in my Power. I: will coſt you nothing, ſaid 
ſhe, and yet I muſt have you promiſe it to me, 
before [ tell you what it is. On this he ſwore 
a great many terrible Oaths, that he would 
do all he asked of him. Tell me then truly, 
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and without prevaricating, ſaid ſbe, what I amn 
going to ask you. At theſe Words he ſeemed 
diſordered : Nay, tremble not, ſaid ſbe, but 
tell me why you have ſo baſely and falſly tra- 
duced me to Madam des Frans and her Son, 
repreſenting me as a Thief, and a Strumpet to 
Garreau. As for what yoa have faid concerning 
my Birth, I. forgive you, fince you do not 
know who I am; but let me tell you, the 
greateſt of your Race may think -it an Honour 
to ſerve the meaneſt of mine; be ſincere, 
and do not prevaricate with me, and ſo force 
me to make you account for your Villainies to 
others who are too powerful for you to with- 
ftand ; but merit your Pardon by an ingenuous 
Confeſhon. This haughty Treatment made 
him tremble, and he hefitated and faltered in 
his Speech. Madam, ſaid he, I reported only 
what I had heard from other People. Do you re- 
member, aid ſbe, what the Dutcheſs Mon- 
ſieur de Villeblazn, faid to you? Yes, rang 
be, but, alas! What will not Love and Jea- 
louſly make a Man do! I wes diſtracted to ſee 
Garreas favoured, and myſelf rejected: I loved 
more than he, and thinking you no more than 


what you a to be, I was not ſenſible of 
the great Offence I did 


ou, in offering you my 
Love and Aſſiſtance. » — ied, | 


ut you were marri 
aid ſhe, and therefore could not have any ho- 
nourable Deſign ; but let that paſs : Why do 
you now do me as preat an Injury as you 
did then? Ycu ſee a Man of Quality loves and 
| Honourably courts me, and ſtill you ſtrive to 
ruin me: What is your Deſign? Ah! Madam, 
| {ſaid be, throwing himſelf at her Feet, you 

” YN nn know 
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know not the Power of your own Charms; 
the Captive you once gain, can ne er be free: 
I Rill adore you, your Virtue has converted 
my brutiſh Defires into Reſpect, bur aug- 
mented my Flame. I writ to Monſieur Jes 
Frans, to — him out of Conceit with you; 
and to his Mother, that ſhe might oblige him 
to abandon your Company, in caſe he did not 
leave you of his own accord; becauſe I can- 
not bear to ſee you in the Arms of another ; and 
tho? I am ſenſible how much I am below 
him, yet my Deſpair and Paſſion blinded my 
Reaſon, and made me hope, that being aban- 
- don'd by him, and abuſed by her, you would at 
laſt accept of that unworthy Wretch who loves 
_ to Madneſs, and fill the Place of my dead 
ife, who dying a Month ago, has made room 
for you. And fo, ſaid Silvia, you had the In- 
ſolence to think I would unite with ſuch a 
monſtrous Villain as thee; but let me undeceive 
W once for all: As for the Manner of your 
ife's Death, who was in perfect Health but 
a Month ago, whether it was by your Means 
that ſhe died, as there is too much Reaſon, 
according to all Appearance, to believe, or 
naturally, I ſhall not now diſpute; but know, 
that all your Crimes and Attempts are in van, 
and that and you have too great a Dig 
parity both in Blood and Fortune, to by 
ever joined together: But J am glad to k 
the Motives of your black Deeds. Now tell 
me, how you came to know that I and Ma- 
dam Morin had informed ourſelves of Mon- 
ſieur des Frans's Family and Circumſtances? 
'Þ bat, - ſaid he, I only gueſſed at. Tis m 
5 | an 
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and mean, ſaid ſhe, like you, and I am not 
ſurprized. But now as to Rowviere, how came 
you acquainted with him? Excuſe me, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he. If you hope my Pardon, ſaid 
ſhe, anſwer me. Alas! Madam, he reply d, 
I ſhall redouble your Averſion to me. No, 
faid ſhe, the more ingenuous you are in your 
Confeſſion, the more generous I will be to- 
wards you. Why then, . he, J will diſco- 
ver all: My Wife's Death revived my Hopes, 
and I ſought for you, and found where you 
lived; and going into a Tavern hard by, was 
informed 4 75 Way of Life; and that a 
young Man of Quality frequently viſited you. 
one Night dogged him home, and learned, 
with Deſpair, who he was; fo J ſtudied how 
to ſer you at Variance, reſolved to run all Ha- 


2 rds to poſſeſs you myſelf. Muſing on this, 


met Rouviere at the Pont- rouge; he was 
going to the Tuilleries; we ſoon renewed our 
Acquaintance; I knew he was a Man capable 
of doing any thing, and who would not 
{-ruple to commit the greateſt Crimes for 
Money, and I was going to truſt him with 
my whole Deſign; but he told me, he could not 
ſtay wich me then, becauſe he was to meet a 
Perſon in the Tuilleries, which we were juſt 
entered into, who knew me, who for ſome 
Reaſons it was not fit ſhould ſee us together; 
ſo I went a little way from him, and perceived 
Madam Morin, from whom I hid myſelf; 
they talked a great while together, but 1 
waited till they had done, to rejoin Ron vis /e, 
that I might diſcover what they conſulted 


about: 1 knew his Weaknels, fo I took him 


along 
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along with me to Dinner, made him drink, and 
learned all I wanted. This-put me into a Con- 
dition to do all I wiſhed; and it was I that 
obliged him to make that impudent Demand to 
you in his Letter, to prevent your agreeing: 
and faid all that came into my H againſt 
you, Madam Morin, and Garreas, knowing 
well your Virtue, that you would never grant 
his Demand, but break off all Commerce with 
him; and I only thought to gain Time to con- 
cert my Letters, and convey them to Madam 
des Frans and her Son's Hands: which Letters 
I ſuppoſed you would never ſee, to diſcover 
my Hand, but that all his Reſentment would 
fall upon Madam Morin and Ron piłre, whom 
J valued not the facrificing, ſo I could bur 
gain my Ends on you. - This, Madam, is the 
whole Truth, and theſe are the Crimes my 
Paſſion for you has made me to commit : The 
Indignation I perceive in your Eyes makes me 
not dare to tell you that it will laſt to Death. 
But now anſwer me, why would you, who fay 
you are ſo nobly born, borrow the Name of 
Romwwviere, and hold it an Honour to be thought 
the Daughter of a Man, who (tho* by Birth a 
Gentleman) has derogated by his vile Actions, 
and is only a Diſgrace to his Family ? I am not 
obliged to anſwer you to that, ſaid ſhe; theſe 
are Riddles that you are not worthy to under- 
ſtand; but do you not fear that I fhould now, 
by acquainting this Man with your Baſeneſs, 
= him on revenging himſelf and me on you? 
ou know you are a Coward, and Garreau 

. uſed you as ſuch; but know, I ſcorn it; I wil 
not only forget what is paſt, but do your Service, 
on 
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on Condition that you will be wiſer and honeſter 
for the future, and ſpeak with ſuch reſpect of 
me, as becomes you to do of a Perſon | 
from thoſe whom you have ſerved. Remember 
always what the Durcheſs and Monſieur Ville- 
blain told you, and be diſcreet: If he had 
been at this time in Paris, I ſhould have 
made him reward you for your good Imelli- 
gence ; and take my Advice, meddle no more 
with what concerns me or Monſieur des Frans: 
By what Authority do you give ſuch honeſt 
Advice, that I ſhould be ſued for ſuborning 
and ſeducing him, and put into a Place of Se- 
curity? Tis very fine, when ſuch Raſcals as 
you pretend to ſet noble Families at Variance: 
'Tis well he knows you not; for, ſhould I tell 
him, you would not live perhaps a Day longer ; 
for he would ſurely cane you to a Mummy; 
take care he does not diſcover you, and that 
you pay for your Impudence and Folly. I 
pardon you now, but remember tis for the laſt 
time; and that I ſhall ever regard you as my 
Enemy, and if any Ill befalls me or mine, you 
muſt expect to be called to an account for it. 
Now be gone, ſaid ſbe, getting ap, and forget 
not my Commands; endeavour to think of me 
no more for your own and my Repoſe, and 
never {et your Foot into my Houſe or Preſence 
any more: I ſhall ſend you Word what the 

arquis of Auemace and his Lady ſay about 
you To- morrow, as to taking you again; for I 
ſhall dine there. So ſhe turned him out 
of the Room without any farther Cere- 
mony. | i 3 


Then 
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Then I came out of the Cloſet: Well, 
what ys you now to this Villain? ſaid be. 
Why, that I never faw a greater, ſaid 7, 
and that I had a great mind to come forth, 
and give him his Deſert; for whilſt he lives, 
we can never. be ſafe; but I have thought of 
| a better wh to get rid of one Rogue by an- 
other. I will ſet Rowwiere and him together 
by the Ears, which will be no hard Matter 
to 1 and r 1 wc it, doubt 
not. I am not now Wrote „ ſaid ſbe, that you 
heard him ſo patiently ; I approve your De- | 
fign, and doubtleſs one of them will revenge 
us on the other; but yet I dread the Event 
for two Reaſons; the firſt, becauſe the Sur- 
vivor will ſurely tell the Cauſe of their Quar- 
rel, and our Names will be brought upon the 
Stage, and the World will not be very fa- 
vourable to me, as uſual ; the laſt, becauſe 
the miſerable Wretches will die by our Means, 
and their Blood will be laid to our Charge; pray 
let them alone to Providence. Well, /aid I, 
you ſhall have nothing to do with it; leave att to 
me. After this told her all I had ſaid ro my Mo- 
ther of her in my Paſſion, and I was terribly em- 
barraſſed about the Promiſe J had made to leave 
Paris, without having any juſt Pretext to plead 
for ſtaying; beſides, I cannot pretend to viſit 
you in ſecret, ſaid I, and ſhe not diſcover 
it; for ſhe is roo cunning, and will not fail 
to ſet Spies upon me, and then 7 ſhe 
will fly to Extremities; for, ſaid I, Experi- 
ence ſhews that People who are very mode- 
rute, and long before they are moved to An- 
ger, when once they are highly provoked, 
2 þ are 
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are more violent and outrageous than thoſe 
-who are paſſionate and Nt to be angry, and 
then you may be the Victim to her Rage: 
This, if poſſiBle, I would avoid; for I per- 
fectly know her Humour; ſhe now believes, 

from what I have faid to her, that I think no 
more of you; and how will fre be enraged, if 
ſhe finds that I have deceived her! Alas, how 
has that Villain, Valeran, rained us! ſaid Sil- 
via with a Shotber of Tears; we muſt then 
reſolve to part, and our Converſe maſt end; 
] roo well foreſee the Miſchiefs that muſt be- 
fal us, if we continue to be attached to one an- 
other. No, Aid I, my Heart can never con- 
ſent to part with you: 1 = your Advice 
bow to manage this nice Affair; nothing but 
Death ſhall - part us: Think how we can 
prevent theſe Ills, and conceal our Converſe ? 
Why then, /aid ſbe, you muſt reſolve to ab- 
Tent yourſelf from me and Pa#is, for a time, 
How! ſaid I, do you bid me be gone? Juſt 


Heaven! I am not able to bear the Thoughts 


of a Separation! Yes, ſaid ſhe, you muſt go 

hence; ſee but how much I love you, fince I 
conſent to live without the Sight of yoa for a 
time, rather than run the Risk of loſing you 
altogether: Tis a cruel Remedy, but the 
only one I can find. You muſt keep your 

Word with your Mother, and the more eafily 
you comply with her Deſires, (ſeeming to be 
quite diſengaged from me) the leſs ſhe will 
3 us, and you will not be watched at your 


Return; and you may find a Hundred Pretences 


o return to Paris as Occaſions offer, your 


Abſence having diſſipated all her Fears and 
YL. Ik 18 5 1 Su- 
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Suſpicions; our Letters to one another muſt 
content us: I ſee nothing that we have to ap- 
pg from your Abſence as to her, and [ 
Have ſo great Confidence in your Love to me, 
that I doubt not Four Return the firſt fir Op- 
portunity. In a Word, ſince our Love is mu- 
tual and ſincere on both Sides, we ſhall be 
equally conſtant : Thus, my dear Lover, ſaid 
ſpe, preſſing my Hand, let us firſt conquer our- 
ſelves, that we may overcome all things elſe. 
We came to no Reſolution that Night: This 
Separation ſeemed to me inſupportable, and 
I could not conſent to it; ſo we fixed an Hour 
to meet again the next Day, and then to come 
to a Determination ; and I went home to my 
Mother very eaſy and pay in Appearance, but 
cruelly racked in my own Thoughts. 

I had, in the Way, conſidered on what S. 
via had propoſed, and found it juſt and rea- 
ſonable; ſo I ſat down to Supper with my 
Mother. Well, Madam, ſaid I, have you been 
fo good as to ſpeak to my Uncles? Shall I be 
going hence ſoon to oblige them and myſelt? 

Y had much ado, ſaid /he, this Day, to per- 
fuade them you really want to leave Paris; 
theſe frequent Changes of Humour in you, 
made them think you deceived me, and they 
could ſcarce believe that you are ſenſible of 
your former Follies, and are in earneſt ; fo 
that I was forced to be Surety for you, and 
you are to go, in four Days, along with the 
Cardinal de Retz, who is to return to Rome; 
therefore you muſt equip yourſeif, not only 
handſomely but magnificently, becauſe you will 
go in ſuch a Station as will require Wy" * 
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ſhould make a good Appearance, and ſpend 
Money; but for this. your Uncles and I wilt 
view: It will be much te your Ad- 
vantage to ſee this Country, and that famed 
City, which well merits. to be ſeen by all 
Gentlemen; and when a Year or two there 
have improved you, Care will be taken to fix 
you in ſomething for the reſt of your Life: 
At preſent your Uncles are very apprehenſive: 
of your returning to ſome of your former 
Imprudences. I was not much ſurprized at 
this Diſcourſe, becauſe I expected ſomething 
like it; wherefore I appeared well pleaſed. And 
your pretty Silvia, ſaid my Mother, you don't 
lay a Word to me of her: How go Affairs be- 
tween her and you? I leave you to gueſs, Ma- 
dam, ſaid I with a very. careleſs. Air; I have 
not ſeen her ſince the Intelligence that was 
given us, and ſhall think no more of her. Do 
this, /aid/he, and you will find your Advantage 
in it; it will ſecure your Repoſe and your Hos. 
nour, and raiſe your Fortune. 8 
Yet I was reſolved in myſelf to go to Silvia 


the next Day, and to ſend for Rouviëre thither; 


but 1 did neither, for I was no ſooner awake 
in the Morning, but the Marquis of Qzer- 
ville, whoſe Horſes I had bought, came into 
my Chamber, and deſired to ſpeak with me 
alone. I ſent away my Servant, and then 
he told me, that the? our Acquaintance was 
not great, yet there was not a Man in Pari 
in whom he could put ſo great Confidence; 
Wherefore he would make me his Confident, 
and ask my Aſſiſtance. Then he opened all his 
Heart to me, and "un me, That for ſome 
2 


pri- 
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— Reafons, which he declared to me a 
ecrets, he wanted to have his Marriage, 
which was fixed to be in two Days after 
deferred for a Fortnight longer. I thought of 
Rowwviere, as the only Perſon that could ſerve 
him, by inventing ſome Trick: So I went 
home with the Marquis to his Lodgings, 
where I ſaw his Father, who was one of the 
Heads of the Parliament of Rove»; from 
thence I went to look for Rowviere at the 
Inn, where he ſtill lodged. So ſoon as he ſaw 
me, he began to reproach me how I had left 
him, which I little regarded; but at laſt ] 
told him, I was the fame Monſieur des Frans 
of whom he had talk'd ſo freely, when we 
were laſt together; and then T informed him. 
of all Valeran had done, and did all I could 
to incenſe him againſt him, and to convince 
him of the Truth. I ſhewed him what he had 
written concerning him to my Mother, having 
brought the Papers — with me for that 
Purpoſe. He preſently knew the Hand, and 
then fell to making Excules, projeting, that 
not having the Honour to know me, he had 
been eaſily and imprudently led into a Deſign 
to put a Cheat upon me, being in great Want 
of Money; and that the hundred Lonis-d'ors 
that were offered him, had tempted him to 
ſof ungentlemanlike an Action, which he now 
repented of; nay more, he declared all the 
Truth in Vindication of Silvia and Madam 
Morin, and that Valeran had even endeavoured 
to perſuade him to aſſaſſinate me in the Night, 
as EY Home. Then he exclaimed againſt 
him in a dreadful Manner, and told * _ 
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horrible Things of him, whilſt 1, pretending to 
abate, increaſed the Flame; and when I faw 
him raiſed to the Pitch I wiſhed,, I took bir 
to the Tavern, and there made him drink 
plentifully, perſuading. him not to quarrel 
with Valeran ; but I perceived he was reſolved. 
to rid the World. of that execrable Raſcal. 
So I changed the Diſcourſe, . and talked to him 
of the Marquis's Affair; for which I aſſured 
him he ſhould be well paid, and gain as much 
as he had loſt by Valeran s. On which he 
readily promiſed to ſerve him, and ſaid, He is 
a noble Gentleman, his Purſe is well filled, 
and loves a Bottle; let him depend upon me, 
and ſeem as eager to marry as his old Dad can 
deſire; let me alone, for I will find a Way to 
prevent it as long as he thiaks fit. I could 
not but admire the Nature of this Wretch, 
and what Qualifications a Man muſt have to 


be eſtcemed by ſuch People; but I ſaid no- 1 
thing. The Marquis being gone forth, with '\ 
his Father, to ſee his Miſtrels, we were oblig d 4 
to wait for him. And I did not now 1 


mind going to Sil via's, having ſucceeded fo 1 | 
well with Rouviere without her appearing ; 4 
and he did not ſo much as ask me if I had 
made up. my Breach with her; he had fo 5 
much Prudence at leaſt, as not to ſay any thing 7 
of her before me. At laſt the Marquis came, 
they talked. together, agreed on what they 
were to do, and executed their Deſign the 
next 2 But this being foreign to my pre- 
{cnt Diſcourſe, I ſhall leave the Relation of 
what concerns them, to another Time, as I 
learned it from the Marquis himſelf at Rome, 

+ where 
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where we met, he being oblig'd to leave France 
a Year after his Marriage, by reaſon of a 
Duel which he had fought. 

I went the next Day to ſee Silvia, and te- 
Aared all that had paſt between Roxwiere and 
me, and how he ſeemed reſolved to revenge 
us all upon Valeran. At which The was 
Jometbing concerned, fearing it might occaſion 
ſome Diſcourſes of her and me; but we had 
better Luck, for having kept his Word with 
the Marquis, and by a Project put a Stop te 
dis Marriage, and received his promiſed Re- 
ward, he went directly to look out Valeran; 
and, having found him, upbraided him for his 
Villainies, and told him he was a Traitor and 
a Raſcal; on which they drew, and he run 
Valera thro? the Heart, who fell dead with- 
out ſpeaking one Word. Rowviere made his 
Eſcape, and I never heard what became of 
bim afterwards. And thus Valeran was paid 
for his good Intelligence, and Rowviere. did 
him the Kindneſs to prevent his dying by the 
Hand of the Hangman. And fix Months af- 
ter, Silvia was informedof what-ſhe had before 
imagined, which was, that he had poiſoned 
his Wife: However, we were both ſorry 
that we had been any ways inſtrumenial 
to his End; but he was no more talked of 
after his Death, than if he had never been born 
nor any Inquiry made after him who ha 
killed him, fo that Ron visre may be till liv- 
ing. You are deceived, ſaid Monſieur des 
Ronais, as to that; for T know all the Particu- 
lars both of his Life and Death, and he died 
in Priſon but a little while ago: he had been 

examined 
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examined eight ſeveral times on different Ac- 
cuſations, which I read every one; but ſome 
great Perſons to whom he was relared, hindered 
their being publiſhed after he was dead, ſo 
that it was never talked of: His whole Life 
was nothing but a Scene of Misfortunes and 
Villainies, of which ſome were very diverting 
to thoſe who were no ways concerned in 
them, and may ſerve, another time, to amuſe 
this good Company; but now, pray proceed 
in your Story. | 
hy, ſaid des Frans, Silvia and I having 
agreed that I ſhould leave Paris, I went no 
more to her Houſe for fifteen Days together; 
but we faw one another every Day elſewhere, 
and I took Leave of her four Leagues from Pa- 
ris, where ſhe waited my Coming. There we 
agreed upon Meaſures to ſecure our Letters to 
one another; and ſhe asked me if I would give 
her Leave to keep Madam Morin with her in 
my Abſence, who was not able to ſee me any 
more (but had hid herſelf from me ever ſince 
our Quarrel) unleſs I deſired it; but that ſhe 
would part with her, rather than diſpleaſe me: 
dhe urged, that the was a moſt virtuous, pru- 
dent Woman, and the only Perſon in whom 
the could confide, having been bred up by her; 
bur yet ſhe rather wbuld part with her, than 
give me the leaſt Uneaſineſs. I was fo 
charmed with the Manner of her Deport- 
ment, that I anſwered, That in Truth I could 
not but diſlike her for writing the Letter to 
Rouviere, fearing leſt ſhe had propoſed to her 
to accept the Villain's hateful Propoſal. No, 
ſaid ſhe, ſhe detefted it as much. às I. Well, 
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ſaid I, J have fo great Confidence in your Vit. 
rue, that I will not deprive you of a Perſon - 
whom you love; all I deſire of you js, not 
ta follow her Advice, if ſhe gives you any ill 
Counſel. Alas! faid ſbe, how greatly are 
you miſtaken in her! ſhe is your beſt Friend, 
and intirely in your Intereſt; *rwas. only my 
Fears, left you. ſhould be diſguſted at my 
Birth, and Prayers, that prevailed with her to 
make theſe Propoſals to Rouwjere, of which 
|! the never approved; and I ſolemnly proteſt to 
if you, that the at firſt. determined me in my 
1 Choice of you, and never mentioned your 
Name but with Praiſes of you; and TI only 

wiſh, that you would inform yourſelf of her: 
Character from Perſons Ican name to you, 

who have known her from her Birth, and they 

fhall ſatisfy you, that ſhe is a Woman of great 
Virtue and Integrity. Keep her then, ſaid I, 

with all my Heart; I deſire it. At theſe Words 
Madam Morin, who had all this while con- 
cealed herſelf in a- Cloſer (for we were in a 
Chamber in an Inn) came forth, and gave me 

all imaginable Aſſurances of her Reſpect for 

me, and Care of Silvia. I cut off her. Diſ- 

_ courſe, deſiring that ſhe would then go: 
and ſee after our Dinner. On which ihe 

left the Room, and I .remained alone with 
Silvia. All that Silvia ſaid of Madam Mo- 

rin, ſaid Monſieur du Puis, was true; for 

ſhe was indeed a very virtuous and diſcreet 
Gentlewoman. I don't ſay to the contrary, _ 
aid des Frans; ſhe always preſerved that 
Character to her Death: Bur, as J ſaid be- 
fore, Silvia and I being left alone, N 
a Bed 
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a Bed-chamber, I did and faid all I was able 


to obtain the laſt Favour: of her, to ſecure ler 


faſter to me; but in vain; and I was fait to 
be contented with verbal Aſſurances of her Fi- 


delity and Love to me; and ſhe obliged. me 
to wear a Diamond Ring, for her Sake, of ex- 


traordinary. Beauty. and Value, far exceedi 


that ſhe gave me before, which ſhe conſented 
to wear. on her Finger till my Return. She 
would likewiſe have forced me to take a Purſe 


full of Gold for my Uſe, in caſe of Need; but 
J refuſed it: So we gave to each other our 


Pictures, and at laſt took a tender Leave of one 


another. I. oe not abſent 2 whole 1 
in all, goin ing at, and returning from 
Rome; fer f _ — Pretext of returning to 
accompany Monſieur de Crequi to Paris, to- 
which my Love called upon me to haſte long 
before. I had received News from Silvia 
very often, and all our Letters were, you may 
believe, continued Aſſurances of our mutual 


Love and Conſtaney to one another, and ſo 


need not to be related; and I ſent her Word of 
my coming back, and fie came above eight 
Leagues on the Way to meet me. Nothing 
could be more tender and paſſionate than our 
Meeting; for I loved her even to Folly, and 
believed the did the fame. I told her, 1 was 
now reſolved to marry her, if ſhe would con- 
ſent, without ſaying any thing to my Relations; 
and I uſed ſo many Reaſons to -perſuade her 
to it, that ſhe hearkened to them: I told her 
my Mother would never conſent to it, not- 
anly becauſe of what Valeran had writ to her, 
but becauſe ſhe was 9 17 to my marrying - 
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Io young; and that if I ſhould mention it to 
her, I feared ſhe would fo * it, and take 
ſuch Meaſures, that we ſhould never be able 
to do it while the lived. She found all I ſaid 
To be juſt: Not, ſaid ſhe, becauſe I fear that 
"The can find a more advantageous Match for 
vou; for I have a greater Fortune than The 
{can pretend to 147 ger elſewhere ; but becauſe 
The is ignorant of my Birth, and the Means 
by which I came by my Fortune. Theſe 
FaidT, are the true Reaſons which make me 
afraid to propoſe it to her. Well then, Jzid 
Pe, tis agreed; you are of Age ſufficient, I 
am independent, and Miſtreſs of -myfelf and 
Fortune; I will marry you, and have nothin 
fo do with your Family. And now I t 
Tome Money of her, to thewy my Mother, that 
I might make her believe that I was a better 
Husband than I realty was; and we ſet ont 
together for Paris, and parted at a League 
Diftance from thence. And fare there is 4 
Fatality in Marriage; for tho I loved to Dif- 
traction, yet I had a hundred times reſolved 
mot to marry her, finding ſtill ſome ſecret 
Forebodings of our Ruin; yet I now pur- 
ſued it all I could. At this time Marrying was 
not accompanied with ſuch great Formalities 
as the Law does now oblige us to, and I got all 
Things ready in three Days time, and a Con- 
tract of Marriage was drawrrup, in which ſhe 
took the Name of Silvia de Buringe, natu- 
ral Daughter of the deceaſed Monfieur the 
Marquis of Buringe, and the Lady Mariz- 
Henriette de———; in which no Mention 
"mas made of any Fortune that I did 3 
: * 


with her, only I ſecured her-a ſmall Income 


For her Life, and ſhe delivered into my Hands 


ſix times the Value in ready Money. And 
this was all done in Compliance with her own 
Deſires. I have no Relations, ſaid ſhe, to 
zive to, nor. Heirs; and if T have any here- 
after, they muſt he yours as well as mine; for 
you will be their Father, and their Fortune 
cannot be better placed than in your Hands; 
and, if I die before you, I love you too well. 


to leave you in. Danger of wanting any thi 5 


or being obliged to be accountable to any body 


for the Fortune I leave you; it is all my owns. 


and I give it all to you. If you die before 
me, whether you leave me any Children ar 
no, nothing ſhall hinder me from retiring into 
2 Convent for the reſt of my Days; in which. 
Tcanlive very handſomely on the Income the 
Dutcheſs has left me during my Life, joined 
'with- the Jointure you are pleaſed to make 


me. Tell me, ſaid des * interrupting. 


{bimſelf, aud addreſſing bis 


ides all this Money 


or more Sincerity? - 


the forced me 40 take all her Jewels, which: 


were equal in Valne to her Fortune in Money 4 


J might have died ſoon, and left her 2 young 


Widow; and if ſhe 2 l been Miſtreſs 


. 
4 
. 
- 


tſuch a Fortune as ſhe gave me, the might 

1 2 much my 
Superior; becauſe the changing ber Name, 
:and my having marry'd her, Would have in- 
tirely concealed the Secret of her Birth. Her 
Fortune in Money, 3 and Furniture, = 


wave doubtleſs found a--Hus 


caurſe to the 
Tompany, Have you ever heard a Perſon act 
with greater r leſs Self- intereſt, 
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far beyond all I could have hoped for; but to 
ſhew that ſhe loved me above all Things, and 
valued nothing elſe, ſhe gave all to me, and 
forced me to take it even againſt my Will; 
and = herſelf under a Neceſſity of going in- 
to a | 
Which her great Soul could never have per- 


nvent, if J died, or living very meanly, 


mitted her to do. When I reflect on this, 


and all her other Actions, till the fatal one 
_ - that ruined us, I can ſcarce Pye Credit to 
my 72 and Senſes, and coul 
was 


almoſt fanſy it 
ome Illuſion of the Devil to undo us; 
but laying aſide theſe ſad Reflections, after 


this I did not heſitate, you may ſuppoſe, 


and we were to be married in two Days; but 


the next Morning after we had ſigned the Mar- 


riage- contract, I received a Letter from the 
Count de Lancy; who earneſtly deſired of me 


to come to him as ſoon as poſſible, and that 
he ſhould wait my Coming with Impatience. 
It was to him that I owed my Return from 


Rome, and I had ſworn to him to be with 
him at a Day prefixed, which Time was 
expired within four Days, excepting the Time 


allowed for, to make a Journey of near three 


Hundred Leagues. 3 0 
' *To leave Silvia a Maid, when my Happi- 
"neſs was, as I thought, ſo near, it was impoſ- 


{ible for me to refolve on: At firſt I told her 


the Streight I was in, and ſhe endeavoured to 
uade me to ſtay two Days longer at Paris, 

my Inclination to do fo, yet my Honour and 
Ford would not permit it. At parting ſhe. . 
hung upon my Neck and wept, {© ary 
8 _  xouched 
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touched to the Soul, and forced to break 
from her inchanting Arms; for I was not able 
to give her a flat Refuſal. I return'd the Keys 
of her ſtrong Box and Cabinets to her, which 
ſhe had forced me to take, and went from ber 
directly to the Biſhop of —, and ask d his Lord- 
ſhip if he would write to his Brother, becauſe 
I was going Poſt to him? At which he ſeem'd 
leaſed, and asked what I was going for? but 
did not think proper to acquaint his Lord- 
ſhip, no more than Silvia, with that. Whilſt 
he was writing to his Brother, I took Pen, 
Ink and Paper, and writ a Letter to Silvia 
which comprized theſe Words: | 


The LETTER. 
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H E Sight of your Tears, my dear Silvia, 
7 made me I. to bid 5 Adieu; — 
Soul melted, and I was ſcarce Maſter of my- 
ſelf, nor am ſtill ſo; but cruel Honour calls me 
hence, and I "ſhould become unworthy of you, 
| ſhout I not obey. I go more fenſlbe of your 
Tenderneſs,. and more in Love than Words can 
expreſs. Excuſe my Abſence; I flatter my- 
ſelf, that you love me enough to ſhare my Pain; 
but, my kind Charmer, nothing ſhall detain me 
long from you ; and the Violence I do myſelf 
in leaving you, ought to convince you that 1 
will ſacrifice all Things to preferve my Word 
and Honour; both which I ingage to. you for 
vn 2 Return in a Month's Time, counting from 
this Day. Take Care of yourſelf for my 
Fate; for I ſball not be pleaſed, if you 72 
Erie, z0 diminiſh that Beauty which I admire, 
3 aud 
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and prefer to the greateſt Treaſure. If you- 
ruin — Health or cg fo that I Fo 
any Alteration at my Return, be aſſured 1 
Pall imagine you take little Care to oblige 
I Angels guard you, till you bleſs the Arm 


Your unalterable Lover, 
DES FRANS. 


Twrit alſo a Letter to my Mother, to in- 
form her of my ſudden Departure from Paris; 
1 gave theſe Letters to my Lord's Almoner, 
with Orders not to deliver them till I was out 
of Paris; and ſo | took Horſe. that _— 
and arrived at Rome four Days ſooner than | 

was expected LY which Means I had time to 
-reſt myſelf before the Day prefixed came, 
to terminate the Macter in Diſpute; which: 
related only to the Count de Laney, for whom 
I appeared only as a Friend. You my gu 
the Matter eaſily; he had an Amour which 
"had like to'\have-ruined him, ook 
Amplacable as'Frenthmen, tho Tralians. We 
made an End of this Affair to our Satisfaction, 
and the fame Night I received a Letter from 
Madam Morin, which informed me, that Sifvis 
fell into a Swoon at the reading of my Letter, 
that the believed herſelf abandoned by me; 
and that her Life was in great Danger by a 
Fever and violent Pain in her Side, which bad 
immediately ſeized her, for which ſhe had 
been twice blooded that fame Day: This Let- 
ter was dated on the Day I left Paris. On 
this Linſtanty deſired Leave to be gone, and 


ö 


obtained it by means of the Cardinal Malda- 
r hini, tho with ſome Difficulty, by reaſon that 
our Ambaſſador was of Opinion, that he had 
need of all the French Gentlemen that were 
then at Rome to augment his Train, and in 
particular of thoſe who could make ſome Fi- 
gure; but I ſet out Poſt all alone, and ſo 
Was prevented from arriving at Paris ſo ſoon 
as [ 1 for I was ſet upon by ſome of 
the Bands of Robbers that range the Alps and 
Savoy Mountains, who wounded and ftripp'd 
me to my Shirt; but by good Fortune I fav'd 
the Ring which Silvia given me, I know 


not how, except it was becauſe they ſaw it not, 


it being in the Dusk of the Evening. My 
Guide was ſo kind as to leave me to their 
Mercy, and I ſuſpect that the Raſcal fold me 
to them; for he perſuaded me to go a Way 
which J had never gone before, pretending it 
was the ſhorteſt ; and what makes me con- 
"clude he was tardy, is, that Thave been fince 
informed, that feveral .others have met with 
the ſame Diſaſters in the fame Manner; and 
certainly there are no worfe People in the 
World than the Normans: Excuſe this Pi- 
preſſion, for I loft enough to make me al- 
Ways remember it with Regret. Among the 
reſt they took Silvias Picture, Which troubled 
me above all the reft ; but not very long, be- 
cauſe I was ſure of poſſeſſing the Original. 
But wanting Money, 1 endured all that a Man 
could ſuffer in getting to Grenoble; which 


I did wich much Difficulty, and arrived in ſuch 
2 poor Condition, that J had not the Courage 
' 40.20 to a good Ing, being in a "= 
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Shirt, and pennyleſs; but ſtopped at a Conyent 
| Gate A. good Carmelite by chance went by 
and faw me; ſo called him to me, and related 
my ſad Story, with which he was touched, not 
doubting the Truth of what I faid. I gave 
him my Diamond Ring, and deſired him to 
borrow me ſome Money upon it, to ſerve me 
till I could ſend to Paris; ſo he fetched a Jew- 
eller to me, who took it in Pledge, and gave 
me all the Mo ney he had, upon it, as he told 
me. And then I went to mn old Inn, which 
was the beſt in Grenoble; and chere got myſelf 
cloathed, and was fain to ſtay. againſt my Will, 
being unable to proceed on my Journey by 
reaſon of my Wounds, And not having 
way ſufficient, I writ to my Mother the 
fame Day I arrived; but fearing ſhe might 
not have Money enough by her to anſwer my 
Occaſions, I writ alſo to Silvia, and deſired 
her to ſend me ſome ; and I did well, for my 
Mother had a Fancy never to oy much by 
her; but always carried it to my Uncles, and 
took juſt what would ſerve her Turn for a 
Month or fo; and my Uncles being at that time 
out of Town, ſhe muſt of Neceſlity have bor- 
rowed it to ſend me; but Silvia, who could 
always command it, loſt no Time; but ſa 
Joon as my Letter-came to her Hands, went 
and carry'd to the Poſt-houſe more Money than 
J had need of, and with the Return of the 
'Caurier I received this Anſwer; 
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SILVISs LETTER: 


FH E ill Fortune yon have met withal, has 

ſufficiently revenged me on you for your 
Cruelty in leaving me; fo that Tam ſo far from 
being enraged againſt the Thieves for having 
robb'd you, that I would have even thanked 
them, if they had done it at your ſetting out 
for Rome, to have forced you back to me; 
jet I am very glad that you have ſaved your 
Life and the Ring, becauſe you had been in 4 
greater Streight how to have lived or appeared, 


and remained in reality the naked Knight» 


errant : And JI am no ways concerned at what 


you have loſt, only becauſe it has hindered you 


from coming to me ſooner. I here ſend you 
what will anſwer your Occaſions : The Poſt- 
maſter will deliver you, on Sight of this Letter, 


the Sum of Come to me with. all the 
Speed you can without endangering your Health; 
and if you would have me come to meet jou, as 
I doubt not you defire, let me know the Day, 
Place and Hour. Adieu, my dear Lower; the 
Courier waits, and will not arrive at Grenoble 


ſo ſoon as my impatient Wiſhes would have bim. 


Haſte to fly to the Arms of 
. Lour Conſtant 


SE ENI A 


I received the Letter and Money, and went 
immediately, and redeemed my Ring, taki 
the good Carmelite along with me, whom. 
ed to receive what Money my Mother 
„ l might 
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might ſend for me when I was gone, and to 
ſend it back by the Poſt-maſter directed to 
Silvia, whom I was going to; fo. giving bim 
Thanks, with the Offer of a Preſent, which 
he refuſed, I took Leave, and took Horſe for 
Lions, and from thence poſted to Paris; but 
Silvia prevented my Wilhes, and came eight 
Le on the Way to meet me, and we 
agreed not to enter Faris till eight o Clock at 
Night, that we might not be ſeen. She em- 
brac'd me at our Meeting with more Affection 
and Tenderneſs than The had ever done be- 
fore; for the Fear of loſing me had made me 
dearer to her, as The afterwards told me. We 
now reſolved, that I-ſhould conceal myſelf for 
ſome Days, and not appear till after we were 
Marry d; thj. being the only Time to make 
. our Advantage of, if we would have it a Se- 
cret, particularly from my Mother, who, be- 
lieving me ſtill at Grenoble, could never ſuſpe& 
my being married at Paris at that Time; and 
I, you may be ſure, was not diſpleaſed to have 
ſome Days to -myſelf to enjoy with Tranquil- 
Aity, the Pleaſures that the Poſſeſſion of my 
dear S#via would give me; nor couldI go 
Home, ill I heard from the'Carmelite, to fe- 
ceive my Mother's Letter, and what Money 
he ſent to bring me home; ſo that ſhe might 
believe, that I did not leave Grenoble till | had 
received both myſelf. Silvia conſented with 
Joy to my Propoſal, and we went to her Houſe 
Together, and the next Morning I writ to the 
Perſons who muſt procure the Licence and 
other Formalities for our Marriage; but this! 
deferr d tbe-Over-night, when Silvia, 1 4 
s Morin, 


ies 
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Morin, and I. f. together with much 
Pleaſure, our Minds being now all at Eaſe. 
At laſt we talked of going to Bed, and Siſvia 
would have me lie in hers: I told her I deſired 
no better, on Condition that ſhe would not lie 
out of it herſelf. We were very merry on this 
Subject, and conſidering it was the Eve of our 
Marriage, I might with ſome Reaſon have in- 
fiſted on taking this Liberty. We had a long 
Diſpute, and T never was merrier in all my 
Life. At laſt T prevailed, that ſhe ſhould lie 
in her own Bed, and I in Madam Morir's; 
and having been long without ſleeping, an 
much tired, and lain out of a , 
Qept profoundly, till it was late the next Morn- 
ing. When awoke, Tfound ready all Things 
neceſſary to _— a Gentleman, fine Cloth 
for a Suit of Cloaths, with Linen, Hat, 
Peruke, c. and a Taylor waiting below to 
take my Meaſure. I returned her Thanks for 
ber Care, which indeed was very neceſlary at 
this Time; and before Night the Habit was 
finiſhed and brought home, and T was dreſſed 
fit to appear a Bridegroom. I had ſent for 


tboſe whom I would have for Witneſſes, and 
my Friends us'd all their Endeavours to procure 


the Licence, and all Things neceſſary for our 


Marriage; yer it could not be done till the 


next Day; and I was fain to paſs another 
Night as the precedent; but J ſlept leſs, and 
roſe earlier, and went in my Night-gown into 
Silvia's Chamber, whom I found ſleeping; 


, and Madam Morin, who was by her Bed fide, 
_ told me ſhe had not had a Wink of Sleep all 
Night; for they had pafs'd the Night in Chat, 
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and that I ſhould do well not to wake her; fo 
J laid myſelf down gently on: the Bed by her, 
and fell alſo afleep.. When I waked, I found, 
her up and dreſſed, in the Chamber where I 
had lain the Night before. She ſaid a Thou- 
ſand pleaſant Things on this Occaſion, and ral- 
lied me with all the Wit that ever Woman 
ſhewed ; and it being late we wentito Dinner. 
At ſix Clock in the Evening the. Perſons 
who were to ſerve as Witneſſes to our Mar- 
riage, amongſt whom was the head Landlordof 
Silvia's Houſe; and two of Madam Morin's 
Relations, came in: We had a very handſome 
Supper, tho' all Things were done with great 
Secrecy, for Fear of the Neighbours making 
any Obſervations. . At Midnight we went to 
St. Paul's Church, which was not above ten 
Steps from the Houſe, and there we were 
married, and returned home about two in the 
Morning; where we Had a magnificent Break- 
faſt. Aker which the Company took Leav 
and we went to Bed: I leave you, Ladies an 
Gentlemen, to gueſs the reſt, where two People 
loved ſo paſſionately. 9 8 
I paſt eight Days with my dear Silvia, and 
never ſtirred out but to goto Maſs, ſo early in 
the Morning, that I went to Bed again when L 
returned home. How happy did I find this 
Life! and how bleſt had I been, could it have 
but laſted !. but, alas! it was ſoon ended. I 
received News from the good Carmelite from 
Grenoble, who faithfully executed my Orders; 
and in Return I ſent him a Preſent. And now 
I muſt think of leaving my Bride: The next 
Day we pretended to make 4 Tour fix 1 
2 | 0 
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from Paris for our Diverſion, taking with us 
only ſuch Perſons as were privy to our Secret : 
We ſet out at fix in the Morning ina Hackney- 
Coach, and I put on the fame Cloathes I 
brought from Grenoble; we went to Pleſſis in 
the Way to Fontainebleau, becauſe | muſt ap- 
pear to be come that Way to Paris: there we 
paſt the Day till three in the Afternoon, when 
Silvia returned to Pæris with her 3 
and I went to the Court at Fontainebleau, wher 
[ hoped to find ſome of my Acquaintance, 
who might afterwards teſtify, that they had 
ſeen me there. I accordingly met with 
ſome who were, I found, already informed 
of my Adventure of Grenoble; and to conſolate 
ne, they carried me to the Play, and treated 
me at Supper; and I had ſo good Luck at 
Cards after it, that I won above two hundred 
Lovis-d*ors of them. I went the next Day to 
Paris in the Valvin Coach, that I might not 
fatigue myſelf, and was fat down at my Mo- 
ther's, who did not expect me fo ſoon by 
two or three Days, thinking I would come in 
the Moulins Coach: She was glad to ſee me, 
and we talked over all my Adventure and Loſs. 
1 had need of Cloaths, before I could appear in 
public; but yet I could not forbear to go abroad 
that Night, you may gueſs whither. About 
ix Weeks after T was married, and returned 
Home, Monſieur de Villeblain, who, as I have 
before told you, was my Mother's near Rela- 
tion, came to ſee us, and dined at our Houſe: 
U rreated him with the utmoſt Civility, and 
Was reiolved, ſince Silvia bad cited him as 


ber chief Witneſs for che Truth of 9 
| aid, 


ſaid, to make him relate what he knew con 
cerning ber in my Mother's Preſence. With 
this n, whilſt we were at Table, I asked 
him how long he had been returned to Paris? 
and found it was but the Day before, ſo that 
was ſure he had not ſeen Silvia, out of whoſe 
oOm__ 1 had not been; for I had lain there 
the Night, havirg pretended to my Mo- 
ther, that I went to Vexſaules about an Employ 
which I had heard ot. I brought the Di. 

courſe from one thing to another, till we 
talked of the late War, and his having been 
in Picardy; ſo he mention d ſeveral Officers of 
Note, whoſe Loſs he lamented, and among the 
reſt, named Monſieur the Marquis of Buringe 
as a brave Field Officer, and his moſt intim e 
Friend; he talked of his Family, and men- 
tioned the Dutcheſs his Siſter. This was what 
E waited for: Do you remember, Sir, ſaid I, 
to have ſeen a young Woman called Silvia at 
that Lady's, whom ſhe had the Goodnels to 
take Care of in an extraordinary Manner? 
Yes, Sir, ſaid be, I knew her perfectly well, 
and ſhall be very glad to do her any Service, if 
it lies in my Power; for I have a great Reſpect 
for her, and if I did know where ſhe lived 
at this time, I will-go to ſee her. She is much 
obliged to you, Sir, ſaid T; for *tis rare that 
ſuch Perſons as ſhe are ſo much eſteemed 
by Perſons of your Quality. I ought ſo to 
reſpect and value her, Sir, ſaid he, for Reaſons 
to which you are a Stranger; and when I left 
Paris, ſhe was one of the moſt beautiful and 
accompliſhed young Ladies in the Univerſe. 
That, Sir, ſaid I, is true; nor could any 1 * 


— 
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ſon have a better Education, than the 
Dutchefs's Charity beſtowed upon her. IF 
the Dutcheſs of Cranves did take ſuch Care 
of her, ſaid he briskly, Charity was not the 
only Motive to induce her to it, ſhe was oblig'd 
to it by ſtronger Motives; and I have heard 
her declare, that if Duty had not obliged her 
to it, ſhe found Silvia ſo diſcreet and atniable, 
that ſhe would have done the ſame Thing out 
of Inclination. What, Sir! ſaid I, inter- 
rupting him, you. make me: begin to ſuſpect 
ſomething that is injurious to that noble 92 * 
Virtue. You are much to blame, ſaid he, 
1 Sir; for ſhe never deſerved it; and 
Silvia belonged to her by a Way that did no- 
ways diſgrace her : But, Sir, doubtleſs you 
know her? Yes: Ill anſwer that he does, 
ſaid my Mother, and ſo well, that if Care had 
not been taken to inform him of her ſcanda- 
lous Conduct, I don't know what might have 
followed. Madam, ſaid he; you 
{urpriz2 me; for neither the Dutcheſs, nor 
any body elſe, ever found the leaſt Fault or 
falſe Step in her Conduct; but ſhe always lived 
conformable to the ſtricteſt Rules of Vir- 
tue and Honour; ſhe muſt be much 
changed of late. Yes, ſo ſhe is then doubt- 
leſs, ſaid my Mother. Midam, ſaid he, very 
gravely, People ought to have very good 
Proofs of what they ſay, before they venture 
to aſperſe ſuch a young Lady's Reputation; 
neither ought they to give Credit, much leſs 

report ſuch Things, without good Witneſles : 
lam obliged to be much concerned in all that 

concerns her, and ſhall not give Credit without 

very 
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very good Proofs, to any thing againſt lier; 
nor believe that the has ſtained the noble 
Blood from which ſhe ſprang. oo 

Pray what Family is ſthe then deſcended 
from ? ſaid my Mother, ſmiling: let us know. 
Good Sir, do us this Pleaſure, ſaid 1; for tis 
Tare, that Perſons of great Birth are left and 
— up in an Hoſpital. Sir, ſaid he, i 
ou {till _—_ her, and had — come to 1 
Rupture, as 1 perceive you have, I might 

; - CR your Gate, cho, it may 
I ſhould not much pleaſe ſome great Perſons, 
who would not appear to know who ſhe is, 
tho? they have been long ſince acquainted with 
the Secret in my Preſence, where Proof was 
given of her Birth, and Silwia herſelf is ſtill 
ignorant that they know it; but this J aſſure 
you, that both for Birth and Fortune, you 
caunot in all Reaſon expect to find, or pre- 
tend to her Equals; and that whoever mar- 
Ties her, will not need to bluſh for being 
'ally'd to her; nor need his Family, though 
more noble than ours, be aſhamed to own 
her: This I affirm, from my-own Knowledge, 
to be true; but I believe nothing of what is 
aid to her Prejudice, till tis proved. Well 
then, Sir, ſaid I, to undeceive you, and let 
you ſee, that I did not break with her, but for 
. good Reaſons, I will give you Proof. Sol 
:roſe and went to my Cloſet, from whence 
I fetched the Letters Valeran had writ to my 
| | Mother and me; which I had kept, only 
| with Deſign to ſhew them to him, to ſee if 
| what he ſaid agreed with Silvias Report. He 
| 400k and read them thro, and then _— 


— 


— - — — 
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m to me. I am, ſaid he, aſtoniſhed at 
= I have read; but if he who gave you 
this Intelligence is no better acquainted with 
what concerns Rowviere, than with all the reſt, 
] can aſſure you that he is deceived, or a great 
Raſcal, who writes with no other Deſign but 
to do hurt to a virtuous young Lady by villain- 
ous Falſhoods: Do you know him, ſaid he, 
Sir > This Giver of Advice, if he be worth 
my while, I will teach him better Manners, 
or elſe I will take other Meaſures, No, Sir, 


ſaid I, I know not who he is; and I only keep 


theſe Papers as a Preſervative againſt the 
Temptation of Silvia's Charms. . 

Well then, ſaid he, I muſt now tell you 
what I know for certain Truth; the Reputation 
of ſuch a Maid as Silvia deſerves well the 
betraying of a Secret which I was truſted 


withal by Perſons who are at preſent dead: tho 


I run the Risk of diſobliging ſome who are yet 
alive, yet they cannot be angry, when they 
know it was done to fave the Reputation of a 
Perſon ſo nearly related to them as ſhe is; 
therefore, if you will give me the hearing, I 
will tell you all the T'ruth. My Mother was the 
firſt ro deſire him to do it. 5 

So he related Silvia's Birth, being left at 


5 3 


and taken out of, the Hoſpital ; all that had 
palt concerning her at the Dutcheſs's, as her 
giving her the Money and Jewels, Yalerap's 
inſolent Attempts ; and, in fine, he related to 
my Mother all that Si{via bad told me in 


every Circumſtance, adding nothing but that 
"Silvia was ſtill ignorant who was her real 


Motber, and believed that it was a young 
Fel 3 Gen- 
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Genileworan whoſe Name was de Mongles. 2 
Domeſtick of Madam de Buringe; but that i 
was not Truth, and thar Perſon, being ſecretly 
marry'd to another, died in Child-bed; but 
that Silvias true Mother did not die till long 
after: That The was a young Lady of great 
Quality, who, on a Promiſe of Marriage 
mag to the Chavalier de Buringe, ſince 
Marquis of that Name; that they took one 
another's Word in the Reſolution of being 
anarry'd; but neither of them being then * 
their own Diſpoſe, they dared not declare the 
Secret; ſo that being ſecretly delivered of 
Silvia, ſhe was fain to have her expoſed by a 
Confident into the Hoſpital, wich all the Marks 
poſſible to have her known afterwards: That 
Monſieur 4e Buringe's elder Brother dying 
before he had made his Vows as a Kmohi- 
Commander of Malta, he rerurn'd into France 
to marry his dear Miſtreſs, and take his Child 
Home to be acknowledged for his; but that 
at his Return he found the Lady marry'd to 
Monheur ——, whom ſhe had been conſtrain d 
to eſpouſe by her Parents; and, to fave this 
Lady's Reputation, he told his Siſter the 
Dutcheſs, that Sil/via's Mother was dead, and 
but a private Gentlewoman; and that he was 
fo diſguſted at his Miſtreſs's Infidelity, that he 
"renounced Matrimony ; that he was at laft 
Filled at the Siege of Candia, and that his 

Muiſtreſs did not long ſurvive him. 
hut all that I cannot unriddle, ſaid the G0. 
Vernor, is the Cheat, that it is here pre- 
tended Silvia had plotted with Rowvzere, 4 
Man whom 1 kno 40 well, that if Juſtice ” 
$17) ec 
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been done upon him, he had been broke upon. 
the Wheel thirty Years ago, fotwithftanding 


bis being born of a good Family: This 


makes me ſuſpect ſome Villainy againft her; 
and if you will truſt theſe Papers in my Hands, 
they ſhall be ſafe; and tho it be only for 
my own Satisfaction, I will ſpeak with Silvia 
to-morrow, nay, this Day, if I can find her. 
You ſhall do what you think fit, [aid E, giving 
him the Papers: I am fo little concerned 
about her, that it is indifferent to me whether 
fhe be proved guilty or innocent; and I aſſure 


you, I ſhall never more think of marrying her. 
Lou are very much incenſed againſt her, young 
Gentleman, {aid he, to make ſuch an ill-brec 
ill- natured Declaration; but ſhe is very much 


5 


changed ſince I ſaw her, if ſhe does not con- 
remn you as much as you do her; for ſhe is a 
Perſon who has no Occaſion to force herſelf 
upon any body. nor expole herſelf to be refus'd; 


2 Hundred Gentlemen, far your Superiors, 
will be glad of her, if ſhe will accept of one 
of them. He was in a great Paſſion, and 1 
was tranſported in my Niind t6 ſee him ſo 
| bravely take the Part of a Perſon who was 


ſo dear to me; and my Mother herſelf, fee- 
ing him ſo angry, was vexed to hear me ſpeak 
lo rudely of Silvia in the Preſence of a Perſon 
whom the infinitely reſpected, and had no 
Mind toi difoblige: She chid me, and deſired 
he would excuſe me, and then made me a 
Sign to withdraw; which I did, after making 


many handſome Compliments to the Gover- 


nor, whoſe Footman inſormed me where he 
todged, which was, by good Luck, very near 
E 2 Silvias, 
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_ Sitvia's, whither I went that Inſtant; and 
without telling one Word of what had 
paſſed, I ſet the Writing-table before her, 

bid her fat down, and put the Pen into her 

Hand, laughing, without giving her Time to 
ask Queſtions : Come, my Dear, ſaid I, write 
what I ſhall dictate to thee. She would fain 
have known what I meant; but J made her 
write theſe Words: 


The. NOTE. 

& 1. e 

J Have excellent Spies to inform me of what 
paſſes abroad, and I return here my humble 
Thanks for your having ſo generouſly defended 
mne this Day at Madam des Frans's, againſt 
ber Son, who is become a perfect Brute: 1 
ſhall be very glad to render you an Account of 
my Conduct, which has not in any kind de- 
ceived the good Opinion you have of me. The 
Obligations I have to you, and the Goodneſs 
you have always ſhewn towards me, oblige we 
Zo juſtify myſelf to you; and if you will be 
pleaſed to take the Trouble to come to my Houſe 
this Hour, I will do it. I am impatient 0 
fee you, and ſhall always be, | 


SIR, 
Tour moſt obliged 
humble Servant, 


Silvia de Buringe. 


q took 
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f took the Letter, and ſealed it, and then bid 
her direct it. But ro whom? ſaid ſhe, laugh- 
ins, Why to Monſieur, Monſteur—. Monſieur 
what? ſaid ſhe. Why the Marquis of Ville- 
Vain, ſaid I. At this Word ſhe ſtarred up, and 
caught me in her Arms, overjoy'd; And is he 
come to Paris? ſaid ſhe, and have you ſeen 
him? Yes, 1 I, haſte, and ſend the Let- 
ter to his Lodging, and you ſhall know all. 
She did ſo, and her Footboy carried it, being 
ordered to wait his coming home, if he did 


not find him there; but ke did not ſtay at 


all: So that I had only Time to acquaint S 


with the Heads of our Z the 


Footboy came up to tell us the Marquis was 
upon the Stairs: So I withdrew, and ſhe ran 
70 meet him at the Stairs-head. Tis need- 
leſs ro tell you the Civilities that paſſed be- 
tween them; but at laſt he asked her, How 
ſne could come to know ſo ſoon what had ſo- 
lately paſſed at Madam des Frans's? Oh! I 
have a familiar Spirit, ſaid ſhe, that tells me 
all that is done and faid at that Lady's. He 
has ſerved you very punctually to-day, ſaid he, 
laughing; but tell me ſeriouſly, How came: 
you to know it? 1 do not jeſt, ſaid ſhe; 
tis my familiar Spirit that has told me all 
already, and you ſhall ſee him preſently ; and 
tf you will do us the Honour to ſup with us, 
you will highly: oblige us. Come, my Fami- 
lar, appear, ſaid ſhe, calling me; on which F 
entered. Well, Sir, Can I have a better Fa- 
miliar than this? ſaid ſhe, ſhewing me to him. 
No indeed, Madam, ſaid be: I muſt no 


ionger call you Madam Em I perceive 


3 now, 
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now, I begin to underſtand Monſieur 47: 
Frans s Meaning, when he faid he ſhoud 
never think any more of marrying you: 1 
have afforded you both a great deal of 
Diverſion ; and you acted Pe very well, 
Sir, faid he, embrating me: I find the Deed is. 
done without Madam your Mother's knowing, 
Yes, Sir, ſaid I, it is; and neither ſhe, 
nor any one Perſon of my Family, knows 
any thing of it: Youunderſtand the-Reafons of 
my keeping it a Secret, by the reading the 
Letters a Raſcal writ to my Mother, whom, 
I told you before my Mother, I did not know; 
but my Wife told me it was Paleran, the 

Villain you told us of, and I found it to be ſo. 
My Mother believes all his Lyes firmly, and 
I did not think it proper to undeceive her, 
not having any certain Proofs to give her ; and 
I thought it was better to marry Silvia privately, + 
than to run the Risk of asking her Conſent, 
which I knew I ſhould be denied: So I pre- 
tended to be quite turned againſt Silvia, and 
by that means put an End to all her Suſpi - 
cions; and before I marry'd Silvia, all was 
cleared as to what his Letter contained, and 
I believed her own Teſtimony, and am very | 
glad I did ſo: So foon as I ſaw you come to 
my Mother's, I reſolved to take an Occaſion to 
turn the Diſcourſe on Silvia; not to be ſa- 
tisfy'd myſelf that ſhe had not deceiv d me, 
for I never doubted the Truth of any thing ſhe 
{aid) but that you might without ſeeming to 
have any Deſign, as you had not, but an ho- 
nourable Love to Truth, juſtify Silva in my 
Mother's Preſence z and I was raviſhed to 1 
| — you 
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you take her Part ſo cordially, and take Fire 
when I ſpoke ſo flightly of my dear Silvia: 
And if 1 had not had fo great a Reſpect for 
you as I have, I had ſaid more to proyoke 
you, to have the Pleaſure of hearing you vin- 
dicate her. You might at laſt have made me 
very angry, ſaid he, tho? I have a great deal 
of Reſpect for your Mother; but I could not 
have refrained from vindicating the Daughter 
of a Gentleman whom 1 dearly loved whilſt 
alive, and to whom I had a Thouſand Obli- 
gations which I can never forget, but thall al- 
ways have a grateful Senſe of to my Death ; 
one who truſted. me with all his Secrets, and, 
dying, recommended his dear Child to me, de- 
firing | would be a Father to her in his ſtead. 
And chis was the Reaſon that made the 
Dutcheſs always communicate to me all that 
concerned her. I knew very well, Sir, ſaid I 
how much you eſteemed her; wherefore I dick | 
not delay to fer you at Eaſe: but made her 
ſend immediately for you, fearing; that if L 


_ waited to ſpeak with you at your Lodging, 


you were ſo angry, that you would not give me 
a patient Hearing; and I alſo conſidered, that 
you ſeemed deſirous to ſee her. I approve all 
you have done, Sir, ſaid he; bur will you be: 
willing that I ffrould ask your Wife concerning 
the Story of Rouviëre? for I muſt own that 
ſtill diſturbs me. I would alſo know how 
and where you were married, and, in ſhort, 
all that has happened to Silvia ſince the Death 
ot the Dutcheſs de Cranves ? I am not only 

willing, Sir, ſaid I, but I deſire that y 

ſhould be informed of all Things, in the firth 
| Es ms 
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Place, for your own Satisfaction, and in the 
next, becauſe Silvia and I hope, that you will 
be ſo good as to bring other People to Reaſon: 
for Truths from your Mouth will gain Credit 
much ſooner than from ours, or other Peoples 
I ſhall do you all the Service am at le, ſaid be, 
and you may depend on me; for aſſure you, 
It 1s with all the Joy imaginable that I ſee you 
thus united; for you are the Children of two 
of my deareſt Friends. You, Sir, /aid he to 
me, of the beſt Friend and Relation I ever had; 
and I may fay, that I made the Match between 
one of my Couſins and Madam — 
Tou are then Relations, ſaid Silvia. Tes, 
Madam, ſaid the Governor, Madam des Frans 

and I are Brothers Children. Ah! Drole, 

ſaid ſbe to me, clapping me on the Cheek, Why 
did you never tell me fo ? you thought I did 
not tell you Truth. And you, Sir, faid ſbe to 
the Governor, embracing him, permit me to 
acknowledge you for a kind Relation, and an 
indulgent Father. He embraced her tenderly, 
and aſſured her of the Continuance of his 
Affection and Friendſhip, proteſting, that he 
eſteemed her Father above all Men alive; and 
that he would, for his Sake, her own | 
mine, do us all the Service that lay in his Power 
at all times. 

We returned him our Thanks; and then 
Silvia told him all that had paſt concerning 
herſelf fince the Dutcheſꝰs Death; but when 
the came to that Part which related to Ro- 
viere, ſhe was fo much aut of Countenance, 
that I was obliged to tell it him myſelf ; but 
I did not tell him that f had fer him an 


Valeran 
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:leran together by the Ears, and been partly 
the Occaſion of that Villains End. He ſeem d- 
mightily pleaſed with the Account we gave 
him, and commended Silvias Conduct and 
wine; but at the ſame Time, he could not 
approve the Trick ſne went about to put on 
me with Rovviere ; and told her; Truth was 
always preferable before all finiſter Deſigne. . 
But ſhe excuſed herſelf on Account that ſhe- 
had never thought of ſuch a Thing, if ſhe had 
known how to prove her Birth, and make ap- 
pear who her Parents were; but that ſhe had 
repented of her Fault, and had ſhed many- 
Tears for it. He told her, in Anſwer, That ſhe- 
ſhould have rather diſhonoured herſelf by that 
Cheat; for Ronviòre s Actions were fo baſe, 
that if his End were anſwerable, it would be 
an eternal Infamy to thoſe who belong d 
to him: That we ſhould never be aſhamed: 
of any Condition in which God has placed us, 
kince we are not” accountable for our Births, _ 
but our Actions. To alt this ſhe acquieſced, 
and we fat down to Supper; and he. and L 
conſidered of the Means, to get out of the 
Officers of ſuſtice's Hands and Garreaus 
Heirs, the Marquis of Baringes Letter ta- 
the Dutcheſs his Siſter, and Silvias Contract 


1 ** | » 33 ip hs 3 4.9 4 pp 

efore we ſat down to Supper, Silvia ſtept + 

out of the Rom to — and had 5 

called ro her, and asked me if I thought fit, 

that ſhe ſhould offer Monſieur: Villehlain her 

Table, during his Stay in Paris d I. e 
| E 5 "Wo 


next Day; and*1-have'thens both by; me a 


of Marriage; which we:accordingly.did he 
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Her; I had deſigned it. So we went in tog. 
ther, and ſat down to Table, where Madam 
Mori took her Place as uſual ; and the Go- 
vernor {aid that of her which removed all my 
Suſpicions at that Time; and F would to God 
Me had never given Occaſion to me to re- 
vive them. Silvia, at Supper, told him, That 
nce he had no Family at Paris, and muſt be 
ohliged to eat abroad, or with the People 
Where he lodged, which would be very in- 
convenient for 3 Gentleman of his Years, ſhe 
deſired, that ſince his Lodging was but twe 
or three Doors from her Houſe, he would 
come every Day, and eat with her; that ſhe 
thould-dreſs nothing more than uſual for him; 
that: ne had excellent Wine, ſuch as he could 
mot find in, publick Eating-houſes and Taverns, 
and that we both intreated this Favour of him, 
and ſhould think ourſelves [highly ' honoured 
to have his Company. With much Dif- 
:Hculty weablaſt prevailed, and he accepted our 
'Offer;; but on Condition that his Footmen 
mould not eat there, nor come but when they 
tre call. bt gle to. be ; 
Beſides the Money my Wife had given me, 
ſhe would needs ſell ſome of, her Jewels, be- 
tauſe · ſhie deſired that I ſhould buy myſelf a 
good Employment; which I conſented to, 
and aceordingly treated for a, very conſi- 
derable one, and offered to pay the Price: 
This ſoon came to my Mother's Ears, who 
asked me where L meant᷑ to. get ſo great 2 Sum 
of Money? I told her, my Friends would lend 
it we; and ſeeing plainly that ſhe certainly ſi- 
{pected the Truth, I thaugh it Ws bene 


. «1 
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diſcover all, than let her continue in Pain; and 
{6 1 defired Monſieur de Villeblazr to go to her, 
and tell it ger. TE 3h 

He immediately went, and carry'd the 
Marquis de Buringe's Letter along with him : 
We JS torn Silvias Contract of Marriage 

with Garreau. He did not at firſt ſeem to 
come with any Deſign but te ſee her; he 
knew that J was not at home, and therefore 
he asked for me, whom he left with Silvia. 
She asked him, what he wanted with me? T 
came, ſaid he, with à very unconcerned Air, 
tating the Papers out of his. Pocket, to intirely 
rid his Mind of all the ill Thoughts of Silvia 
that he till retains, and to make him reſtore 
her that Eſteem that he had for her heretofore ; 
for I have. diſcovered all the Truth, not 
by her Means, but by other Hands worthy: 
of Credit; and I find her intirelynnocent in 
every Particular, and I was not deceived 
when J vindicated her: The Writer of theſe 
willainous Papers is a- Raſeal, who. .merits - 

Hanging. My Mother, who was a very WO- 
man for being curious and inquiſitive, ſaid, Go 

on, Sir, with your Story. Oh! aid Madam 
de Contamine, your Sex is as curicus as ours. 
4 beg Pardon, Madam, L Monſieur des 

Frans, Tam a little ſplenetick, hen I mention 

Silvia; but no Man loves or eſpects the Sex 
more than I do. But to proceed: My Mother 

Jeemed deſirous to know what he had to ſay, 

which was what he waited for; ſo he leaded ; 

MIS Own Child, and juftify'd her in every P- 

«ucular, except what related to .Rouvidre,; 
* | 221 5 — -—;o 


188 De lILLus TRIO US 
which he excuſed, - as proceeding from the 
: Exceſs of her Love to me, and Fear of loſing 
me. And when he ſaw that my Mother was 
ſoftened, he began to talk of me; and endea- 
voured to convince her of the Advantages! 
ſhould reap in marrying Silvia, and that! 
could never find ſuch another Wife; that it 
Was the Way to make my Fortune, and place 
me in the World all at once; that he believed 
I ſtill loved her; and therefore, Madam, ſaid 
be, if you will give your Conſent, I will un- 
dertake to reconcile him and her. I believe, 
Sir — ſbe, that it will be no difficult Matter; 
and will deal more ſincerely with you, than 
you have done with me, and tell you, I perceive 
it is needleſs to ask my Conſent; des Frans 
foing to buy a Place fo far above his 
Pocket, has opened my Eyes, and I doubt 
not but they are long ſince married. Yes, 
Madam, faid he, they were. Then he faid 
all he was able to make her approve of it: 
Tbac her Pardon was all that was wanting 
to make us the happieft Couple in the World; 
'thatſhe could not do better than to take Silvia 
_ _bowe to her, and he was ſure ſhe would never 
"repent of her being her  Daughter-in-law : _ 
"That be would get the Marquis d*Anemace 
and his Lady poke to, and was ſure they 
would own her for their Relation: That the 
HMould conſider how nobly and generouſly ſhe 
nad acted towards Monſieur des Frans: That 
J was no ways to blame in concealing m7 
Marriage, ſince ſhe would doubtleſs have 


— 


oppoſed it, and prevented my good Fortune 
Hein ſo prejudiced againſt e He ſhows 


1 0 
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der the Marquis de Buringe's Letter, and aſſur'd 
her of the Truth of all he related, upon his own 
Knowledge. After he had ſaid and done all he 
could, my Mother continuing ſilent without 
interrupting him, ſhe at laſt, having muſed for 
ſome time, gave him this Anſwer, having 


come to a final Reſolution: 


Sir, if I did not put great Confidence in all 
you ſay, I proteſt I ſhould not credit half of 
what you have told me; but I know you to 


be a Man of ſtri Honour and Integrity, and 


therefore I believe every Tittle of what you 
have ſaid. And now put yourſelf in my 


Place, and tell me ſincerely what you would 


do. I have but this only Son, and he has 
married, without my Knowledge, a Perſon 
whom I believed the vileſt of Women: *Tis 


true, I am now difabuſed; but how ſhall 1 
undeceive my Brothers, and the Worid ? They 


know I am ſo fond of my Son, they will not 
believe one Word from me in his Vindication : 
they have ſeen her Accuſation, and they will 
always look on her as a Fonndling, bred in 
an Hoſpital, and her Fortune as the Spoils of 
2 noble Family, and deſpiſe him for ſuch an 
Alliance. You may fay indeed, he is now in a 
Condition not to value their Anger, and 
therefore he needs not care what they think or 
fay. *Tis true: But have I no Occafion for 
their 9 and can I, who have no 
other Child, take her home, and own her, «ny 
ſee her looked on as our Diſhonour ?- Nor cat 


you, Sir, juſtify the Trick the would have put 


upon my Son; ſhe underſtands Intrigue: So 
iubtle a Lady will make 2 very NE 
; ife; 
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Wife; *tis a wonderful cunning Contrivance 
for a Maid not twenty to manage and invent, 
nor can I forgive it: And for this Reaſon alone 
1 would never let her live with me. I like her 
for loving my Son; that pleads for her; it is 
now her Duty, ſince he is her Husband; J 
believe her Love ſincere, elſe the would never 
'bave given him her Fortune; I admire her 
'Generoſuy, and her Virtue; I beſeech God, 
that ſhe may never have Reaſon to repent it, 
or ever change her Sentiments towards him. 
And now I tell you my Determination, which 
is unalterable: I will bave her ever live apatt 
from me; I will in private treat her as my 
Daughter, but never before the World; he 
may live with her as he thinks fit, nay, I will 
admit of her Viſits, and return them, on Con- 
dition that their Marriage be kept a Secret 
during my Life, that I may not have the Grief 
to ſee her-{lighted by my Family, and myſelf 
deſpiſed. This is my laſt Reſolue, which 
nothing hall make me change from. 

This being all the Governor could obtain 
from her, he came directly to Silvias, where l 
waited, and: recounted all that had paſt verbatim, 
mot diſguiſing any thing. I was very glad to 
hear my Mother took it ſo well, for I ex. 
:pected worſe from a paſſionate Temper; 1 
was much afraid Silvia would not be con- 
tented to live after ſuch a Manner, but I Was 
ron miſtaken ; for when 1 told her my 
Fears, You do not know me perfectly yet, 
aid ſhe, embracing me; I did not think of 
Heing related to your Family, but to you; 
or 


J. care vhether your Uncles en 
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Jam your Wife, ſo long as I really am ſo: I 
am glad, for your Eaſe, that your Mother 


knows our Secret, becauſe ſhe can now make 
no more ill Conſtructions of whatever pafſes 
'between us; ſhe knows and believes me vir- 
tuous, and I value not the reſt of the World, 
in keeping it a Secret: We ſhall have a double 
Pleaſure ; ſtolen Pleaſures are ſweeteſt, and I. 


am very glad to live fo, for fear you thould 


grow to love :me leſs, by ſeeing your Family 
{light me; now perhaps I may be admired 
whilſt unknown, and your Flame wül augment 
by having new Proofs of my Virtue and Aﬀec- 
tion. Let me be neglected by all your Family, 
ſo you ſtill love and eſteem me. I was charmed 
with fo diſintereſted an Anſwer, and Mon- 
ſieur Villeblain was laviſh in her Praiſes. We 
dined together, and it was reſolved, that I 
fnould forthwith buy an Employment, and 


look for a Houſe where Silvia might live, 


mearer my Mother's, and more handſome and 
commodiouſly than where ſhe was. I found 
ſuch a one ſoon, for there was enough to be 
let about us; to this Houſe a Garden belonged, 
the Back-door of which opened juſt againſt 
the Palifado's of my Mether's Garden, ſo 
that I could make an Opening, and one Door 


could ſerve to go out of one Garden into the 


other, which Was very convenient; ſo that I 
could come in at all Hours, without knocking 
at the Front-doors of either Houſe, with a 
Maſter-key which J had made on Purpoſe, 
and always carried in my Pocket. Here Silvia 
Came to live, and ſome time after I bought 


tac blouſe, and dit was the ſame that I ach 
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now going to live in, and I deſign to let or 
ſell that which was my Mother's, becauſe it is 
not ſo convenient and handſome as this, being 
old- faſhioned. The Beauty of this New- 
comer was foon the Talk of all the Neighbour. 
hood, and you were the firſt, ſaid Monſieur des 
Frans to Monſieur du Puis, who ſpoke of her 
to me; and I, you know, ſeemed not to know 
Her; for I was reſolved to hide her being my 
Wife from all the World, for the Reaſons 1 
have already told you; I very ſeldom ſaw 
her in publick, and ſeemed as if I was making 
Love elſewhere. Go on wick your Story, ſaid 
Monſieur des Ronais, to ſave Madam 4. 
Mongey the Confuſion of bluthing for your 
Folly; we all know what you did. You are 
in the right, ſaid des Frans; tis not the only 
Fault I have committed in my Life; but I 
will make Reparation. 1 had my Hours of 
being with Silvia, and as I was often with 
you and Gallouin, ſhe asked me who you both 
were? and I faid all the kind Things of you 
that Men ſpeak of their beſt Friends and People 
Of Merit, and too much of Gallauin, becauſe 
he proved the Man who wronged me in 
the tendereſt Part. She ſpoke her Thoughts 
freely alſo, how well ſhe liked you both, and 
ſaid ſome Things in his Praiſe, which I at that 
Time did not take Notice of; but {ince, whe- 
ther out of Hatred and Jealouſy, or ſome 
Prejudice which Ihad in my ee ere 
I have often called to mind and reflected upon; 
and tho” the lived very private, and was viſited 
by ſcarce any body, yet ſhe bad ſuch an Air 
of Quality, and her Servants, though — 
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53 genteel, and her Livery ſo fine, that all 
Things made a very good Appearance; ſhe. 
was likewiſe always well dreſſed, efpecially 
her Linen, Lace and Jewels, of which ſhe 
had a great many, and very fine ones; in 
ſhort, every thing appeared grand, and ſhe 
ſeem'd, both in Perſon and Way of Life 
a young Lady of great Birth and Fortune, an 
the young Gallants thought her worth their 
Purſuit; but ſhe did not love a Crowd of Ac- 
quaintance, and for that Reaſon kept but a 
few Perſons Company, and thoſe all ſelected; 
who met almoſt every Day at your Houle, 
| ſaid he to Madam de Londe, or at hers, of 
which Number Madam Gallouin, your Mo- 
ther, permitted you and your Siſters to viſit 
Silvia, and your Brother, and Monfieur du 
Puis, who were of this Society alſo ; and it 
was with extreme Pleaſure that I ſaw Silvias 
Wit and Beauty admired by every body, and 
J obſerved, without the leaſt Uneaſineſs, the 
Pains Gallouin took to gain her Favour, and 
[ was fo much an eaſy Fool, that I was inſenſible 
of Jealouſy ; on the contrary, I was pleaſed 
to ſee her divert herſelf, and obliged her to 
ſee Company oftener than ſhe deſired; and 
when we were alone; we diverted ourſelves 
with the Offer and Courtſhip of her Admirets; 
yet ſhe frequently deſired me to let her live 
private and retired, as ſhe did before our 
Marriage, and receive no Viſits but from 
Womankind: But I, who ſought my own and 
ber Undoing, as it proved, would not yield 
to her Deſire; but, alas! how could 1 foreſee, 
that a Woman, who bad doneſo much for 


me, 


114 The ILLUSTRIOUS 


me, and whoſe Affection ſeemed daily to in- 
creaſe, ſhould become falſe ? I muſt be more 
than Man to divine ſuch a Thing. 
It was near three Months that ſhe had lived 
near my Mother without ſeeing; her, but only 
en paſſant. They had both a Mind to ſee one 
another, and to talk together; but what Pre- 
text could I fmd to bring her to our Houſe, 
without the Reafon's being gueſs'd at? I could 
have eaſily brought her thro? the Garden; 
but my Mother would not: She was much 
pleaſed with her Air and her Beauty, and her 
Curioſity was augmented by what ſhe heard 

Other People ſay of her, and the was defrous 

t know if her Mind correſponded to her Per- 

fon.; and tho' fhe believed from other People's 

Report that ſhe had a vaſt deal of Wit, yet 

ſhe wanted to be a Judge of it herſelf; but 

the Governor, who had left Paris on fome 

Occaſion, returning, did the Buſineſs ; for he 
brought her to viſit my Mother as his owf 
Relation, as ſhe really was by marrying me, 
and my Mother returned her Viſit; and I was 

glad to ſee, that they liked one another. The 
Governor went from Paris for Malta ſoon. 
after, where he died about three Years ago, 
much troubled at Silvias Death, of which I 
had ſent him Word, without daring to let him 
know the Particulars. He had done us all 
the Service with my Mother and Uncles, as if 
he had been our own Father. My Mother 
and Silvia grew very intimate, and vilited 
-one another 1 , in outward Appear- 
ance, onh out of Civility, bur, in Truth, out 
of Inclination and Duty; for it is certain, = 
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my Mother grew to love her dearly, and went 
wich the Governor to my Uncles, and declar d 
our Marriage, and all that had paſt; and made 
them agree to publiſh our Marriage, which had 
been done, if Thad not been obliged to leave 
Paris all of a ſudden, juſt as it was to be 
done. - | 3 
I had not bought the Employment I was 
about, becauſe I found that it was too hazard- 
ous and troubleſome for a Man like me, who 
did not love Trouble, nor could make ſuch 
baſe Advantages of it as ſome could. I Was 
now at Eaſe, and card not to trouble my Head 
with meddling. with Publick Revenues; ſo 
{ broke the Bargain, and reſolved to buy a 
Place at Court, ſuch a one as I have been. 
treating for but two, Days ago; and I was 
concluding the Bargain for that Place, when _ 
received News that there had been a Fire in 
the Manor-houſe of a Lordſhip which I had 
in Poictou; which was almoſt all that I had 
left belonging to my Fat ger. 
his made me immediately mount on Horſe- 
back, and go thither, where I found Things 
worle than they had ſent me word. My Farmer 
was put in Priſon on Suſpicion of having 
fir ed the Houſe himſelf, on purpoſe to conceal 
his robbing it of a great deal of rich Furniture 
and Plate, which had been received by a neigh- 
bouring Gentleman, who was in no good Cir- 
cumſtances. I was much intereſted in this 
Affair; for, firſt, the Farmer owed me a great 
deal of Money, and then my Houſe was burn'd; 
which had colt my Father above Fifty Thou- 
. | | ſuit, 
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ſuit, both againſt my Farmer and the Gentle. 
man, who, according to their own Confeſſion, 
were the Cauſe of the Miſchief. This Buſineſs 
kept me above four Months from Paris. At laſt, 
being tired, and finding that my Cauſe muſt 
be brought before the Parliament of Paris, I 
returned home, and left all ro my Lawyer's 
Management. And having a Fanſy to ſur- 
prize Silvia in a pleaſing Manner, I did not 
fend her Word of my Coming ; and here comes 
the fatal Part of my tragick Story: Prepare to 
hear the Cauſe of my Grief, Shame, and the 
fad Events my Rage and Folly produced; and, 
to complete all, my laſt Weakneſs in deter- 
mining to forgive, and take again my ruined 
faithleſs Silvia. | e 
1 had, as I have already informed you, a 
Key to my Garden and Houſe-door, and had 
not ſent word of my coming to any Creature 
living, to that I was not expected. I arrived 
late, and at an Hour when every body was in 
Bed, that was, at two o'Clock in the Morning: 
I found the Garden-gate upon the Latch, and 
not locked; fo that I, in myſelf, blamed the 
Servants for a ro faſten it at Night, 
and gueſs d not the real Cauſe : I went up into 
Silvia's Apartment as ſoftly as I could, becauſe 
. I would ſurprize her fleeping: But, alas 
how was I ſurprized, when by the Light of 
a Wax Taper on the Table, I ſaw a Man's 
Cloaths lying on a Chair by the Bedfide, and 
two Perſons ſleeping in one another's Arms, 
that is, Gallouin and the perfidious Silvia, 
lacked in cloſe Embraces! What Fury, what 
Deſpair ſeized my Soul! Guels but what _ 
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tires rent my ſwelling Breaſt! I drew my 
Sword with 5 . 59 to ſtab them both, but 
ſhe ſtirred; and gazing upon her ſnowy Breaſt, 
that lay bare, expoſed to my — yes; a 
Breaſt | whoſe Whiteneſs outvyed the new- 
faln Snow, which I before even idolized, my 
Fury was diſarmed, and fo I gained a Moment's 
Thought; and began to reflect, that leaving 
them fo killed together would reveal my 
Shame, and I had ſtill Thoughts of preſerving 
her Reputation from the World's Cenſure, 
even in the Moment when ſhe was ruining 
mine; and could not reſolve to take an un- 
generous Revenge, tho' at that Inſtant juſt. 
What Glory, thought I, can I acquire by 
ſtabbing of a Woman, or ridding myſelf of a 
_— Enemy, who has not time to defend 
himſelf! This Thought, which I fanſy'd was 
a true Notion of Generoſity, and was in effect 
but an Illuſion, proceeding from my own 
Weakneſs for her, brought me to a Reſolu- 
tion; and I contented myſelf with taking only 
my lnfdel's Pearl Necklace, which was by 
chance untied, and carried it away with me as * 
a Proof that I had ſurprized her in the blackeſt 
Crimea Woman can commit” And fo I left 
the hateful Room and Houſe, racked by a 
thouſand different Thouzhts, and went di- 
rectly back to the Inn where I had left my 
Horſes, mounted, and returned directly to the 
Country. There I diſpoſed all Things for my 
Revenge, in a Manner conformable to my 
Reſentments and my Diſgrace; for I was but 
d Too ſenſible of my Injury. And having ſpared 
her Life in the dreadful Moment of my Paſſion, 
| on 
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her conſume the Remainder of it in a Dun- 
geon, ſhut in between four Walls, and fed 
with Bread and WI ater 3 that ſhe might ſuffer 
2 Puniſhment, the Tediouſneſs of which might 
augment her Pain: And to make it my Pleaſure 


unworthy of my Embraces, and yet to ſnatch 
her from my Rival, without his knowing from 

whence the Blow came. With this Deſi 
I writ to her, that I ſhould be ſoon at Pari; 
and received an Anſwer from ker, which makes 
me ſhake every time I think of it, and re- 
doubles my Averſion for her; it was full of 
nothing but Aſſurances of a conſtant Affection, 
and tender Cornplaints of my long Abſence, 
and Intreaties to me to return. Yes, perfidi- 
- ous Wretch! ſaid I, I will return; but it ſhall 
be to wafh off, in thy Stallions Blood, the 
Stains of thy Falſhood and Infamy. Arlaſt 
J arrived at Paris, but fo altered, that I was 
ſcarce to be known; I ſtaid at my Mother's 
and went not jo my Traitoreſs, as ſhe ex. 
- pected. Next Morning ſhe ſent a Letter full 
of Complaints of my Indifference, and want 
of Affection. I return'd no Anſwer, She grew 
impatient, and came herſelf up into my 
Chamber; but I received her very ccldly. 
She did all ſhe could to revive my Love, and 
| begged to know what [I ailed, ſeeming ignorant 
of all. Whilſt I, who had no Mind to dil- 
cover my Rage, till I had had my Revenge 
on her Lover, diſſembled; and told her 1 was 
ill and fatigued with my Journey. She grew 
angry, and told me ſhe wanted nor 1 
as 
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leaſures ; ſhe wanted nothing of me but that 
— that render Warmth I uſed to ſhew at 
meeting ; the Flame that burnt heretofore in 
our Breaſts, and would have ſparkled in our 
Eyes even in Death, when Nature was de- 
| cay'd. Great God! how was my Soul now 
changed! I have known the Time when I 
ſhould have given Vent to my Baſſion, tho? 
threatened with immediate Death; but now I 
was all calm, my Love and Fury in a Lethargy; 
yet I felt Racks and Whips within, and was 
even ready to {ſwoon 3 when my Mother en- 
tered the * and freed me from her Im- 
portunities. I went out that ſame Day to look 
for Gallouin, whom I at laſt met wichal. He 
received me with the utmoſt Civilities, wel- 
comed and embraced me; but that was not 
what I wanted. I picked a Quarrel with him 
without any Grounds, and provoked him till 
he drew: We fought, I wounded him, and 
having thrown him down, was going to com- 
plete my Revenge, when ſome Gentlemen, 
coming in between, tore him from me; and, 
2s J had began the Quarrel, every body was 
againſt me, but no body ſtopt me. Sol re- 
turned to my. Mother's, and took as much Mo- 
ney as was neceſſary for a long Journey; and 
having put into other Hands one Part of Si- 

_ wigs Fortune, and ſecured the reſt, I let my 
Mother know, that I was going to conceal my 
{elf for ſome time, for fear Gallouin ſhould 
gie, and Juſtice ſeize me. She knew that I 
began the Quarrel, and knowing I was not 
inclined to quarrel, ſhe imagined I had ſome 
lecret Reaſons for it; the asked me about it, 
„„ and 
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and preſs'd me ſo cloſe, that at laſt I diſcover 
the fatal Secret to her; and then ſhe was no 
longer amazed to ſee me fo chang d; but on 
the contrary, wondered that I had been ſo 
much Maſter of my Paſſion, as not to kill them 
both together. She asked what I was going to 
do? I told her my Deſign, which ſhe ap- 
proved of, „and ſaid ſhe was glad now, that 
my infamous Marriage had been kept ſo fecret. 
I told her I was returning to Provence, only 
to take a little Time to calm my Grief, and 
then I would return to break my Marriage, 
and get rid of my infamous Wife. Mean 
time begged her to give her a Letter, which 
J had reſolved to write to her, to oblige her 

to come to a Place, which 1 appointed, in 
ſevenor eight Days; but my Mother refuſed 
to do it, ſaying ſhe would never have a Hand 
in any I xeachery ; and to prevent her paying 
her any Viſits, ſhe left Paris that very Day, 
and went twenty Leagues off to the Count de 
Villeblain's, her own Brother, to ſtay ſome 
Time. Madam Morin was by good Fortune 
dead before this, dying ſoon after my Wife's 
Intrigue began, to which doubtleſs ſhe was 
rivy, becauſe ſhe always uſed to lie in the 
Chamber, thro' which one muſt paſs to go to 
my Wite's; and it is reported, that it was 

ſu{peed ſhe did not die a natural Death; but 
tis certain it was ſuddenly, and I could never 
learn the Truth; and let it be how it will, I 
rejoiced ather Death, tor it ſaved me*a great 
deal of Trouble; for Iſhould not have known 
how to have parted her and Silvia, and ſo 
could not have uſed her in the Manner 1 110 | 
Ls wich- 


8 
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without Noiſe, tho? I had reſolved to ſhut her 
up with Silvia; but I thought ſuch a Compa- 
nion as ſhe would have been too great a Com- 
fort to ber under her Puniſhment. 

| left Paris without ſeeing Silvia; but to 
remove all Suſpicionsof my Deſign, I writ her 
one of the moſt tender Letters I ever writ in 
my Life; and received an Anſwer in eight 


| Days after, directed as I had ordered: I had 


writ, amongſt other Things, That my great eſt 
Trouble was, that in leaving Paris F went 
from her. And ſhe rey, That ſbe wat 
ready to follow me to the furtheſt Part of the 

World. This was what I wanted. I imme- 
diately writ. to her again, That I had no De- 
fron of returning to Paris, where I was une aſj , 
and under Conſtraint, when I viſited her; 
and was therefore reſolved, that our Marriage 
ſhould be declared publickly, before ] returned 
thither ; and ſo I had diſpoſed all Things to 
receive her at my Eſtate; that it was my 
Deſign to live there; and that if ſbe loved 
me, as ſhe 2 and had ſo often told 
me, ſhe could not give we a greater Proof of 
it, than to come to me; and that the ſooner ſhe 
came, the more I ſhould be convinced of her 
Affection and Sincerity. And Itold her, If ſbe 
came, as I did not doubt but ſhe would, ſhe 
might ſell her Plate and Furniture, becauſe 
we ſhould find enough in Provence cheaper, if 
we had Occaſion, I deſired that ſhe would 
give me Notice by what Coach ſhe came, and 
the Day ſbe ſhould arrive at a Town which. 


' 24s about a League from my Houſe, where I 


bid ber ſtay; and that ſbe fhould not men- 
Yolo i. Ml pe -- 
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tion me on the Way, or tell that ſhe was wy 
Wife, for fear that Gallouin's Friends, why 
were in Search of me, might by that Means get 
ſome Hint where I mas, and follow ber, Al 
this ſhe punCtually performed; and if I was 
furprized to find her in another's Arts, ſhe was 
as much at the Manner of her Reception. 

For I had taken a Pox#ov# to live with 
a Man of Wit: T 98 e debauiched z 
ve ett young Gentlewoman at Paris 
I | Fat coming to me without her Friends 
Knowledge; and that I muſt not go myſelf 
to meet Her, becaufe I might be diſcovered by 
fome who might follow her. So I told him 
What he hould do, which he executed very 
Pra . My Houfe was juſt a League 
om the Town where the Paris Coach came 
in. He went the Night appointed, and ask d for 
a young Lady named Madam ade Biringe , to 
which Name the anſwered. So he put a Note 
into her Hands, in which I told her, That 
I was hindered, by a Fall which I had hal, 
from mounting on Horſe-batk to go to meet ber, 
and thats, beſides, I was afraid of leimg 
feen: That I deſired ſhe would leave br 
Maid and Fobrbe) in the Iun for that Night, 
and I would. fend for them the next Da) 
And that ſhe ſhould get upon the Horſe the 
Bearer brought her, and tome to me, as ht 
ſhould ſhew her the Way. All which the did, 
and he brought her t6 my Houſe, where | 
waited her Coming, in a Part of the Houle 
which the Fire had ſpared, and which I hs 
Had new fitted up for my Deſign. I made 
der go up with me into a Chamber, where ” 
8 | 1 * ay 
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au nothing but four bare Walls, into which 
no Light entered but a {mall Sky- light in 


0 the Roof, no Fireplace or Furniture, except 
| a poor old Couch with a. Squab ſtufed wich 
wy Straw, neither Sheets nor Blankets. to cover 
1 her, a three - legged Stool, and one other Con- 
ä venience to eale Natute, with a Cock to 
5 turn Water into it, for her alſo jo N of, 
* with a wooden Diſh to drink out of: Ic was 
by Sun-ſet, yet there was Light 8 for her to 
"Go ſee the Miſery of the Place. What {ad Place 
15 is this? ſaid ſbe, tis but a Dungeon. *Tis 
15 your Apartment, Madam, ſaid I, and che Place 
MK which you are deſtined to, mourn your Crime 
4 and my Wrongs in, to the Hour of your Death. 
* Never did a Sentence of Death pronounced 
15 on a Criminal have ſuch an Effect as theſe 
2 0 terrible Words had upon her; ſhe fell down 
. at my Feet ſpꝛechleſs and motionleſs, as one 
* dead, without having the Power to pronounce 
75 one Word. This would certainly have mov d 
1 me, if [ had not taken up my Reſolutions 
bein long before, and ſo armed my. Mind, that I 
** was grown hardened and inflexible: And thus 
Nik! | raſted the firſt Pleaſures of my Revenge. The 
ph Condition ſhe had reduced me to, made me 
F 1 hehold that which ſhe was in with Scorn ; and 
5 my Abhorrence for her redoubled, fo that 1 
0 Git had not the leaſt Senſe of Pity. I ſearched her 


Pockets, and took away from her every thi 
Houle thar could harm her, leaving neither . Knife 


h I had ing, to en her Life by. for 
8 — 1 fear ſhe ſhould attempt it; but uſed — like 
ore lo WE © conJemr'd Criminal, wboſe Life is preſery'd 
r only to be made a publick Example, by the 
3 Terror 
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Terror of his Death. She came not to her- 
felf by all the turning and toſſing I gave her. 
J delighted my Eyes wich this cruel Spec- 
tacle, taking a barbarous and inhuman Plea- 
ſure in this moving Sight. How was I changed 
J have asked myſelf a thouſand times ſince, 


how I could grow ſuch a Friend, and have the 


Heart to treat ſo cruelly, a Woman whom 
I had ſo idolized, nay, whom I ſtill adored? [ 
at laſt left her in this Condition, ſenſeleſs, on 
the Floor; and for fear leſt ſome Remains of 
Pity ſhould ſeize me, I left Home, and went 
to {up at a Friend's three Leagues off, where! 
lay, and returned not till the next Morning; 
when! ſent for my Wife's Maid and Footman, 
and them with me. I had placed them 
with Silvia, and was {ure they were not privy 
to her Crimes; for ſhe was too prudent: 

told them, their Lady was gone to one of my 
Relations, and would ſoon be back; bur I de- 
ſigned to diſcharge them in ſome time. And 
becauſe I would have no body ſtay in my Fa- 
mily, who. could betray my Secret, Igave the 
Poictovin a good Sum of Money, and ſent him 
out of the Kingdom, which he was deſirous 
to leave for fome private Reaſons. My whole 
Deſign at this Time was to let her die thus 
impriſoned, unknown to all the World. I went 
up Stairs at my Return home, and found her 
in the ſame Poſture as I had left her, lying on 
the Floor; ſhe was recovered fam her 5woon, 
bur her Fright and Surprize Was not paſt, and 


ſhe had certainly remained for ſixteen Hours | 


in this Condition. I cannot deſcribe to you the 
Condition ſhe was in; it even ſurpaſſes Imagt- 
Li | | nation. 
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nation. She looked me upon me; but 
the found in me, inſtead of a ſubmiſſive Lover, 
and compaſſionate Husband, a ſevere Judge, 
and an inexorable Maſter. See this, falſe Wo- 
man ! ſaid I, ſhewing her the Necklace I had 
talen the dreadful Night that I diſcovered her 
Crime: Areyou convine'd by org ? Your 
curſt Gallant has got out of my Hands, but 
you ſhall not eſcape me; and you ſhall pay 
for both, what I owe to my Vengeance. She 
made me no Anſwer, but let fall a Shower of 
Tears; then faintly riſing, ſhe threw herſelf 


at my Feet, and ſaid, I am indeed guilty in Fact, 


but innocent in my Intentions; a Power more 
than Human compelled me to the black Deed, 
but my Soul had never one Thought of loving 
any Man but yourſelf : I was by ſome helliſh. 


Charm bereft of my Senſes, and knew nor. 


my Crime till *rwas too late : Uſe me as you 
pleaſe, and may Heaven look with Pity, when 
you do not: I ſhall obey you to Death, and 
with my laſt Breath bleſs you. At theſe 
Words ſhe fainted again: I beheld her with 


a ſcornful Smile, my Breaſt was ſteeled, and 


no ſoft Thought could enter there. On her 
coming to herſelf, I threw her a Bundle of 
eld Cloaths, ſuch as her Servants would have 
{corned to wear, and made her help me to 
undreſs her, and put on thoſe Rags; nay, I 
left her no Shoes nor Stockings; and then, 
to fate my Rage, I made her cut off her 
Hair with her own Hands, and burnt ic with 
a Candle I had brought on purpoſe; a thing 
once prized at the higheft Rate: For ne- 
ver did my Eyes TR a Head of _ 
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ſo fine ; either for its Length, lovely Curls or 
Colour, for it was blacker and brighter than 
poliſhed Ebony. This was, I thought, an 
ample Sacrifice to my Revenge; ſo I took 
away al! the Cloaths ſhe pulled off; and thus! 
Provided for ber Body: And for Food, | 
left a Loaf of brown Bread, and went but 
once in three Days to carry her one. And 
thus the lived without making any Complaint. 
Mean®time my Affair about Galloxin was 
made up by his recovering, and the Mediation 
of Friends; and I had promiſed to return to 
Paris, but I had no mind now to go; ſo Ifert 
my Mother word how I kept and treated 8/. 
ia ; and the had great Pity of her, and de- 
ſired me in her Letter, To pardon her for her 
Sake, for ſbe was ſhocked at the Horror of the 
Puniſhment ; and ſaid, It was inhuman, and 
too ſevere; and that ſhe would have hindered 
ber from leaving Paris, 5 had forefeen what 
bold have followed. She-counſer'd me, Tv 
oblige her rather to agree to the annulling our 
Marriage, and after that to let her go; « 
zur her up in a Convent, rather than become 
Her Gaolor, and, in the End, her Executioner; 
and that, in fine, I'#reated her as did not be- 
come a Chriſtian nor a Gentleman. 
My Mother's Connſel was good; but the 
Time was not come when I was difpoſed to 
follow it. In ſhort, I kept her three whole 
Months with Bread and Water; it was Sum. 
mer, or elſe the Cold would have almoſt killed 
her. During this time I employ'd myſelf in re- 
building my Houſe, larger and finer than it 
was before, deſigning to pals the reſt 11 oy 
D * s 
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Days there; and L had no other Pleaſure but 
what I took in building, except the brutal Sa-- 
tisfaction I had to go and inſult Sil via's Pains 
and Sufferings. She often threw, herſelf at my 
Feet, intreating, that ſince ſhe found I could 
not forgive her, | would at leaſt put an End to 
ber Sufferings by Death: She owned that ſhe 
hid highly offended me, tho” forced to ir, and 
not with her own Conſent, and was unworthy. 
to enter my Bed any more; but yet, having 
made her Peace with Heaven, as ſhe doubted 
not ſhe had, ſhe thought I might diſpatch her 
out ofher Miſery. And I always left her with= 
out anſwering; but Time abated my Rage, and 
L faw very well, that in making her wretched, 
could not make myſelf eaſier; and I was 
inwardly tortured with: a Thouſand racking, 
Thoughts, and theRemorſe of my own Con- 
ſcience was a ſufficient Puniſhment for all I made- 
her ſuffer; and I grew ſenſible of all the Horror 
of the Condition J kept her in, Dr to 
pity her. This revived in my Soul all my 
former Tenderneſs for her, and I was ready not 
only to pardon, but ask Pardon of her for what 
I had done to her, and to take her to my Arms 
again. | 
I ſent her Maid and Feotboy. two: Leagues: 
from home, on different Errands; and then ' 
wen: up to her, and carried her all ber Jewels, 
Uloaths, Linen, Laces, and every Thing 
delonging to her that I thought ſhe valued, and 
made her dreſs herſelf as uſual; and then. 
brought her down to- an- Apartment in the 
Houle, which I had got finiſhed, and new 
Aurniſhed, I told her, That I: forbid her to 
"Wh: tell. 


128 De ILLUSTRIOUS 
tell any Perſon living what I had done to her 
and to pretend that ſhe was juſt returned from 
a Journey. So I gave her her Maid and Foot. 
boy to atrend her when they came ho 
faying, their Miſtreſs was returned: An 
I had her fed, not with Bread, and Water x; 
before, but with all the Delicacies in Nature 
That, conid be gotten for her; and I need not 
tell you ſhe had much Occaſion for it; for the 
was growna perfect Shadow. I was a great while 
without ſeeing her after this Change; for ſhe 
came not out, and I went not in to her Apart. 
ment. Arlaft I ſent her Word, the might go 
to Maſs, and walk where ſhe pleaſed: And 
the did not make an ill Uſe of this Freedom; 
and I learned with Joy, that ſhe k egan to reco- 
ver and get Health, and ſhe had gone abroad 
for above one Month before I fawher. At laſt 
I ſent to know if ſhe was willing I ſhould come 
and dine with her? She ſent me Word, If! 
pleaſed. So went into her Apartment: The 
e Paleneſs of her Face, which fhe 
had not yet recovered, the Confuſion I ſaw in 
ber Looks at my Approach, her down: caſt 
Eyes, which fhe dared not lift up to look 
upon me, joined with my ſtill raging Paſſion 
for her, made me find her more lovely and 
more charming than ever; and I left the 
Chamber in ſuch a Diſorder, as I am not able 
to expreſs; for I found I was not yet Maſter 
of myſelf, and the Danger I was in. Then! 
vent and far down amongſt the Thickets, in 
a Wood that was by my Houle; there | 
examined myſelf, and found that I ſhould in- 
fallibly be reconciled with her, if "I" her 
longer 
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longer near me. I perceived my Love was 


rown more violent than ever, and that my 


engeance was occaſioned not by Hate, but 


that fond Paſſion. I feared my own Weak- 
neſs, and that I ſhould at laſt embrace my In- 
famy and Diſgrace, or elſe, on Reflection, fall 
into ſome outrageous Paſſion, and apa her 
cout of Jealouſy : In fine, 1 found that our Sepa- 

ration was abſolutely neceſſary, both for my 

Peace and Honour. Thus reſolved, Lreturn'd te. 
my Chamber, took my Mother's Letter con- 


cerning her in my Hand, and then went into 


Silvias Apartment: She threw. herſelf... at 
my Feet, All bathed in Tears; ſhe was in a. 
fine Undreſs of white Sattin, negligent, but 
neat, and in a Dreſs ſo becoming, that I have 
often told her, ſhe pleaſed me more in that 
Undreſs, than when adorned with all herricheſt 
Cloaths and Ornaments : She embraced. my 
Knees, wept, upon and kiſſed my Hands: In 
fne, I found her Aim Was te rexiye my 
Flames, and engage me to take her to m 
Arms again. One Moment I was. pleaſed, anc 
ready to yield; the next, Honour and Shame 
ſtung me like Scorpions, and made me look 
on her with Averfion. Theſe Humiliations 
ae improper at this Time, Madam, Jaid I, 
taking ber ap; my Deſign is not to p̃erſeguts 
you any longer, read that, and take up your 
elolutions; ſee there the Counſel that ig 
gien me, which L am reſolved:t o follow; and, 


x BY conſent, eur Marriage muſt be can- 
celle 

Tate your Choice; I am ready to reſtore t 5 
1 | | 797 5 S 2 5 E LOFQU: 
al jou brought me; i: hope not ever to-enter 


$ My 


1, or elſe you muſt retire from the World- 
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my Bed any more: You have made me too 
unhappy, and I have treated 'you too cruelly, 
for us ever to be reconciled, or live together 
any more. I obliged her to read the Let- 
ter thro, tho? The had much ado, by the great 
Quantity 'of "Tears that flowed oth and 
blinded her lovely Eyes. She immediately 
«choſe a Convent; of Which I was glad, and 
Was mot long before I found one proper to place 
her in. T told the Abbeſs, The was married, 
and was to. be only a Penſioner, with her 
Servant, and night $0 forth when ſhe pleaſed. 
We agreed on the Price, tho' The made ſome 
Scruple of receiving her, becauſe the Reli- 
Sic do nor care for Peoples Copa) who 
rake ſuch Liberty, for fear of ſome Diſhonour; 
but che high Price I offered prevailed: And! 
need mot have made ſuch a Bargain; for Silvia 
= fer her Foot Ing oy 1 I 2 
Monaſtery-gate from the Day The entered it. 
went Bort and gave her Notice, that ſhe 
Thould get afl Things ready for the next Morn- 
ing, to follow me to the Convent, whither 1 
*woulf myſelf conduct ber: And he begg d, 
that I would come and ſup with ber; but 
Tearing : my own Weakneſs, I refuſed Her this 
t Conſolation. In the Morning 1. entered 
der Chaniber, having learned that? e a5 up; 
for Idared not to look on het in Bed; the Dit 
order Tihould'have ſen ber in, might have 
Hhaken all my Reſolutions, and undone me 
But how beautiful did he appear this fatal 


Morning! And how was I touched to ſee her! 
The Tears rolled dow my Face, and Ihe per- 
teived it, and ftrobe t So my Diſtrac- 
þ | 8 2 41. 7 4 „„ - 8 4 | 4535 4-4 'y bs t 
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tion, in hopes to gain me: She told her Was 
man, ſhe would ſpeak to me alone, and bid 
her leave us. I foreſaw my Danger, and called 
her back, and went out myſelf; the followed 
me, weeping. I had given her Power to take 
what Money ſhe pleaſed of a new Farmer 
that T had let my Lands to, and made him 
give a Writing to pay her, even to the whole 
Revenue. I gave her alſo Bills of Exchange 
for conſiderable Sums, both in Provence and 
Paris, on 3 into whoſe Hands I had put 
the beſt Part of her Fortune: I gave her alſo: 
ready Money, and an Account in Writing of 
the Money. I had laid out, and how I had 
employed the reſt of her Fortune: All which 
T forced her to take againſt her Will. Then I. 
made her go into à Calafh with her Maid, 
who would not leave her; and mounted on 
Horſe- back with tier Footman, the ſame I 
have at this Time; and ſo: rode before her t 
the Convent, into which fie entered without 
4peaking one Word, with trembling Steps, and: 
weeping” Eyes. Then fie deſired that I. 
would grant her a Mobment's Converſations. 
before I returned home; and there being a. 
'Grate betwixt her and me, I did not refuſe her ; 
but entered the Parlour, whereſhe came to me · 
io the Grate all alone, but ſne was ſo weak, ſhe - 
| Fg pany mv 4 2 hes far- 
down, refuſing to hear her peak ftanding: . 

Tae e Haband, . 
auth a Shoever of Tears, without alt Hopes -of” 


your returning, that I am to be ſeparated from 
yau. You would have it Ts, Madam; ſeid u 
You were the Miſtreſs of our Deſtiny ; and: 
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you have, by your own Seeking, made us both 


miſerable; but I am much more ſo than you, 


I ſhall no longer keep you as a Captive, it is 
at your own Diſpoſal to go hence, and where 
you pleaſe ; tis indifferent to me where. ever 


you are, ſo we are not together : *Twas in 


your own Power to have made us fo happy, 
that others ing have envied us; but your 
Falſhood has divided us for ever. Ah! 'Sir, 
Jaid ſbe, weeping, tis not in my Power to rec 
what is paſt, though I was forced to {in by 
ſupernatural Means, "doubtleſs : But as Things 
appear, I approve your Reſentment, and all 


you have done; Lſhall not zuſtify my Conduct; 


it appears too criminal: I could almoſt thinł 
all that I did, was a Dream; and the more 
J examine myſelf, as to the Sentiments 1 
have always had for you, the leſs Credit can 


1 give to what paſſed che fatal Night tha | 


282 yen {went arte _ with 
a yers for you ; you only up m 
hts, and, in my Sleep, I — em- 


braced me; but in the Morning, when I wakel 


at Break of Day, I ſaw the guilty Wretch lie by 
amy Side, that had by-curſed C and Phil- 


ters robbed me of my Reaſon; for ſo he boaſt- | 


1 me. I led the Bed, he roſe, and1 
ne er ſaw him more: «Grief overwhelmed my 
Soul, and I was filent only to-conceal-my Shame. 
This Heaven and Earth can witneſs is the T 

wut yet, ſince I am ſtain d with ſuch a Crime, 
ow n I am unworthy of you, and I received il 
he Chaſtiſements you have given me, as due; 
mor did I murmur. I yielded to come here, 
but, alas! I was not ſenſible of the Horne 
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that Thought, that I muſt be ſeparated from 
— — — : No, tho? I ſhall be here more at 
Eaſe, in Appearance, both in Body and Mind, 
than in the mournful Room you locked me u 
in; nay, if you henceforth treat me worſe 
than ever, yet I beg to be conducted back to 
that ſad Place, that I may be but nearer you. 
Uſe me as you pleaſe, lock me mp. any thing 
but leave me; lock me in a Dungeon, feed 
me with Bread and Water, fo I lie but under 
the lame Roof with you, I ſhall endure ir pati- 
ently; but I ſhall fall in the utmoſt Deſpair, if 
ou leave me here: Have you not Locks and 
ars of Iron to ſecure me in your own Home, 
better than here? Chain me there; Pl blels the 
Hand that chaſtizes me, ſo I may but Tee your 
Face. The Time is paſt, Madam, ſaid I; and 
if I hearkened to the Love I have had heretofore 
for you, and perhaps have ſtill, I might conſent 
to more than you now ask; but I obey the 
Calls of Honour: You that could be falſe to 
me, when I adored and doated on you, may ſtill 
de conquered by ſome damned magic Charms, 
as you pretend. You muſt look on me now as 
your Tormentor: You may here, or elſe where, 
enjoy a quiet Life, whilſt I, who never can 
dope for any Repoſe on this Side the Grave, 
will ſeek for it in a noble Death, Which cannot 
arrive ſooner than I deſire it. With you have 
Joſt all Iwifh'd for in Life: or cared to preſerve; 
my Death will — for us both, and finiſn 
my Shame and my Deſpair. * 
"Tis enough, Sir, Jail ſhe, interrupting m e; 
My no more, and bid me not farewel; I ſhall 
1 nothing more, that may give you Pain. 
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Take my Jewels from where I have put them, 


between the Quilt and the Bed, where I lay laft 


Night. Thave left them, tis all I have left in 
the World; here are pou Bills of Exchange, 
Papers, and Money.; Thaveno Need of them; 
I gave them to you all when we married, and 
give them to vou again, when I leave the World, 
certain that I ſhall. never repent it. Now I 
have loſt you; I have no more to do but pre- 
pare for my Death; for I deſpiſe Life now, and 
it will ſoon end; the ſhort Time it will laſt, I 
will ſo employ, that you ſhall be obliged to 
own, that I have done true Penance ſor a Crime 


committed without my Knowledge, and againſt 


my Will: T'beg that you will ſee me no more, 
but help me to forget you. I will ge, and try 
to perſuade myſelf that you are dead, and en- 


-deavour to ſuppreſs in my Soul all worldly. 


Thoughts and Defires to the Things of this: 
Life, that T may quit the World without Re- 
gret; and I hope ſoon to die à Victim to 2 
Rwe Affection, and a Crime, true in Effect, 
but without having really injured my irtue 
and Integrity to you; for my Virtue never left 
ane, and yet I am criminal. My God! fait” 
He, with a Flood of Tears, by what Charm 
can theſe Contradictions be joined? Alas, how 


often Children ſuffer for their Parents Sins! | 


1 bear the Punjſhmentsiof.my y Birth, 
Sir, Faid ſhe 5 excule: Faults when I am dead,, 
and do .not-hate my N y. I once me- 
Tired your Love; now 1 have drawn your 
Hatred upon me; but the laſt Scenes of -my 
Life ſhall merit your Compaſſion. Adi eu. 
Think no more of me, becauſe you will live 

| more 
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more at Eaſe. - I beſeech God to ſhower down 
his Graces upon you, and to accept of my 
Sufferings and me, as the Victim for both; 
all Lask is, that we may meet in Bliſs, no more 
on Earth; this ſhall be all my Hope, all my 
Deſire, all my Comfort and Support; and 
thus I take my eternal Leave of you. Ne 
At theſe Words ſhe withdrew : This Sight 
pierced my Soul, and does ſtill ;- I have her ever 
— — my Eyes, and ſhall to Death. Ah, my 
God! ſaid I, when Iſaw her gone, is it poſſible 
that a united Affection, ſo tender and paſſionate 
heretofore, ſhould: have ſo fatal an End l. I 
was on the Point of calling her back; but I 
grew almeſt ſenſeleſs, and remained a long 
time at the Grate motionleſs. At laſt I came 
to myſelf, and far ſome time [tortured be- 
tween Remorſe and Love; but I returned 
home at laſt, and the Money and Papers were 
ſoon after brought to my Houſe, when I was 
gone from home, and delivered to my Farmer; 
ſealed up in a Box, but no Letter witli it. I 
found the Jewels where ſhe directed me. 
This great Generoſity touched me nearly; but 
did not make me change my Reſolutions: 
And now T reſolved to leave Rrance, in | 
to divert my tortured Mind; fo I writ my 
Thoughts to my Mother, who approved of 
my Deſign ; and I deſired her to take care or 
my Affairs, and ordered: my Farmer to go 
ſometimes to the Convent, to know if Silvia 
bad need of any: thing, promiling to reward 
him well for his Trouble: But this was a need 
ie Care; for ſhe would never receive one 
Fartking, or ſee, or [peak to him, —_ 
Other 
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other Perſon, having abſolutely renounced the 
World from the Hour that ſne quitted me. 
As for me, I ſet out about a Month after 
we parted, wichout going near the Convent, 
tho my Inclinations ſtill drew me that way; 
and not caring whither I went, I took the 
Road to Paris, with Deſign to take Leave of 
my Mother, and conceal myſelf from the ref 
of my Acquaintance. I . to come 
to the ſame Place where Monſieur de Fu) 
met with, and told me his Adventures, and 
ſo went no farther; but writ to my Mother, 
that Silvia, as it was true, would not yield to 
annul our Marriage, but was retired to a Con- 
vent: That I was racked with a mortal Grief 
for her Loſs and Crime, and was going to ſeek 
a Cure, or, by Death, an End of my Sorrows. 
I waited not for an Anſwer, but took the near · 
eſt Road to Tzaly 


Brief at laſt overwhelmed me, and a Fever 
feized me, which I reſiſted as long as Fcould: 
Bur having reached Eyoxs, I was forcedito keep 
my Bed, being unable to. go a Step farther. 1 
had quite loſt all Strength and Appetite; yet 
4 got myſelf carried in a Horſelitter to Grenoble; 
on which my Fever was ſo increaſed, that I was 
forced to think of ſtaying there. I was preſently 
remembered in the Inn, and there was taken 
great Care of, and had all the Help that could 
de had; | Igrew delirious, and in one of the In- 
tervals of my Fever, when I came to myſelf, 1 
ent for the good Carmelite Fryar, whom I have 
Sefore mentioned, and he came to me: And 


- 


- for I had no Pleaſure in 
living, and fought for nothing bur Death ; but 


2d as 
the Returns of my Fever were very Rvang, ont 


— 
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I was ſeldom ſenſible, he took Advantage of 
theſe Intervals to tell me, I muſt think of pre- 
paring for Death, there being no Hopes of my 

Lie. Ino ſooner heard theſe Words, which 1. 

perfectly underſtood, but prevented his ſaying 
any more, only that the Phyficians had given 
me over. I embraced him, and ſaid, I had never 
heard more agreeable News, and that be had no 
need to exhort me to reſign myſelf to the Will 
of Heaven; for I only defired him to fit me to 
die as a good Chriſtian ought. During my Fits 
of being light headed, I had nothing but Gal- 
buin and Sifvia in my Mouth; and my Con- 
feſſor came to underſtand all the State of my 
Soul by my Confeſſion, which I made with great 
Difficulty, ſo that my Fever redoubled : And 
_ delirious, I fancy'd that I held Silvia in 
my Arms, and that Gallouin came to take her 
from me ; and thar, not being able to get her 
from me, he ſtabb'd her in my Arms. Ar which 
I grew ſo outrageous, that they were forced to 
tie mein uy Bed; agreatWeaknels ſucceeded, 
through which my Fever abated, and I reco- 
vered my Senſes, and ask'd, Why I was tied ? 
The Carmelite, who had never left me, told me 
al that I had done and ſaid; at which I was 
much confuſed. Then I made an End of my 
Confeſſion, and waited to receive Abfolation ; 
but I never heard any thing © touching as this 
good Man's Exhortation to me, and he refuſed 
to abſolve me, if J would not promiſe to par- 
don my Wife and Gallouin; and made me 
comprehend, that I myſelf was in the greateſt 
Fault, becauſe I ought to have kept her out 
of the Way of Temptations ; but I had, — 
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| the. contrary; expoſed: her to them, and 
not owning her to the World, ruined nl 

myſelf; and by a long Abſence of above four 

Months, and forcing her defore to entertain 


and keep ſo much PSs expoſed her to 


be admired and undone. ſnewed me the 


Neceſſity we are under of forgiving our Ene- 


mies; and that God's Laws relating to Chaſtit 

and Continence are equally binding to. both 
Sexes; and that it was only the Corruption of 
Mankind, who ſeem. to wink at this Sin, and 
think it pardonable in themſelves, Which 
made it fo damnable a Crime in Women; fot 
that the Almighty had denounced. his Anper 
againſt it in both without any Diſtincti- 
on; and our Saviour had plainly thewn it in 
the Woman's Caſe, who was taken in Adultery. 
In fine, he uſed his Rbhetorick to ſo. good 
8 that I promiſed all he defired, with 
a hearty Intention to perform it. I intreated 
him to write to Silvia, That I would forget 
all that was paſt, and return to her, if I lived: 
He did ſo, and I figned the Letter; but not 
ſeeing my Writing on che Outſide, the would 
neither receive, nor read it, having abſolutely 


refigned herſelf to Death. So I received the 


laſt Sacraments; and it was thought. that 1 


| Was going to 22 when a ſudden Change 


in my Diſtemper happening, my Fever being 
come to a Criſis, gave Hopes of my Life. 
The good Father, never leaving me, took care 


to keep me in my Reſolution of returning to 


my Wife. Theſe Thoughts render d my Mind 
more eaſy, by which means I mended ever) 


Days and fo wanted noching but Streng 10 
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be well; for a great Quantity of Blood had been 
taken from me. This obliged me to continue 
ſome time longer at Grenoble: My firſt going 
abroad was to the Cathedral of Noſtre Dame, 
and caſting my Eyes into a Picture Shop, as we 
aſſed by, I ſaw Silvias Picture, which the 
Thieves had taken from me in croſſing the 
Alps. This Sight recall d all = paſt AﬀeCtion 
to mind, and I ſwooned. The good Prieſt 
who attended me, thought it was the Effect 
of my Weakneſs; but my Footman, who was 
_ ſighted, _ "ow _ yr find By 
iCture, ran into the Shop; and clapping his 
Hand upon it cry'd out, Here's * ; 
Picture. Ar theſe Words the Carmelite knew 
what was the Matter, and went in and ſpoke to 
the Shopkeeper, who ſaid he had bought itof 
a Stranger. Being come to myſelf, I took it 
out of my Valet's Hands; and the Shopkeeper, 
underſtanding it was ſtolen, was glad to let 
me have it at an eaſy Rate; and I have never 
parted with it ſince, but always carry it about 
me. The Sight of the Reſemblance of that 
loved Face, made me long to be with my 
dear Silvia; and fo ſoon as I was able to 
mount on Horſeback, I ſet out for my Home, 
taking the 2 Carmelite along with me to 
keep me Company; and it was now two 
Months that I bad been at Grenoble, and 
four fince my Wife entered the Convent. 
When I began this Journey, we went as faſt 
as my Weakneſs would permit, and at laſt 
arrived at my Home ; and the firſt News my 

armer told me was, That Silvia was dead 
but two Days before. This unexpected News 
Rf quite 
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quite threw me down. I remembered ber 


Fault no more, but called to mind only the 
tender Love we had borne to one another. 
And here again the good Father exhauſted 
bimſelf almoſt; to comfort me; but T was 
deaf to all but my Deſpair: I raged like a 
Man that was frantick, looked on myſelf a; 
her Murderer, and would have done Juſtice 
on myſelf; my Sword was not truſted in my 
Hands, or for above fix Weeks I was watched 
as a Lunatick ; during which the good Car- 


elite uſed all means to bring me to Reaſon, 


and at laſt effected it, and Heaven made uſe 
of him doubtleſs to ſave me from Diſtraction. 
We went together to the Convent where Si- 
via died; my Grief renewed at the Sight of 
her Grave; I had a magnificent Monument 
erected for her, and gave to the Foundation, 
for her Souls Repoſe, and to eternize her Me- 


mory, ſuch Gifts as my Zeal and Love in- 


ſpired me to give. Her Waiting-Maid I found 
ere, who knew all our Secrets, and lamented 
her Loſs equal with myſelf; ſhe treated me 
as a barbarous and inhuman Man, and indeed 
ſhe had Reaſon: Ihe good Carmelite brought 
her to a better Temper. I would bave 
taken her out of the Convent, and given her 
a Fortune to live handſomely in the World; but 
ſhe would ſtay there, and mourn over her 
Miſtreſs's Aſhes: So I gave her ſufficient to 
rank her with thoſe who brought Fortunes 
into the Monaſtery, and ſecured myſelf 2 
Grave to lie by my dear Silvia when I die, 
and God pleaſes to call me hence; and for 


Aus Reaſon, where-ever I have gone 1 
. ö as 
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have always carried my Will about me, and 
Money enough, or Bills, to bear the Charges 
of carrying my Body to that Convent. 
Ar hi we left that melancholy Place, to 
which I reſolved never more to return whilſt 
I am alive; and went back with the good Father 
to Grenoble, where I left him well ſatisfy d 
with the Returns I made him for his Care of 
me and Trouble, being grateful, as he called 
it, to Exceſs. He made me ſtay with him 
in his Convent for ſome time, to try to bring 
me perfectly to my Duty and Reaſon; and if 
[ had had any Inclination to a Retirement, I 1 
had ſtaid there all my Life: But this Way of 
Living I did not like; ſo I took Leave, and went 
to Rome, where I found Monſieur de Quer- 
ville, who had taken Refuge there a good 
while before, and Monſieur de Lancy. He 
and I went thence to Hungary; there the 
Deſire I had to die, made me paſs for a ve 
ſolute Man, and they attributed the raſh 
Actions I performed to an uncommon Courage 
and Bravery in me, which were due only to 
my Deſpair, and Diſlike of LOG: We ſaw 
the Turks defeated at the Paſſage of 
Raab. I acquired ſome A Kyo which 
I did not regard, becauſe I only ſtrove to meet 
with Death; but miſſing it there, and the 
Peace being made berween the Emperor and 
the Turks, I paſſed into Portugal, where a 
War was begun againſt Spain: but there a 
Peace was ſoon made; yet I would not come 
back with Monſieur Schomberg, but I got ac- 
quainted intimately with Monſieur dz Tully, 
here preſent ; and he knows what a . y 
| ife 


142 The IL LVs TRIT OS 
Life I have led ever ſnce. Two Years 190 
1 received News of my Mother's Death, x 
which I was ſenſibly afflicted; but 1 had le 
.my Country with Defign never to return or 
ſee it more, and if it had not been for Mon. 
ſieur de Fuffy, I had been now far off this 
Place, where I muſt hourly meet with ſome 


Object or other to renew my Sorrows. Yet it 


is certain, that a Man has a natural Affection 
for his native Country; and now I have found 
ſo much Pleaſure and Benefit by the Sight of my 
Friends, that I am reſolved to ſettle in it, tho i; 
brings Silvia continually to my tortur d 
Thoughts, for whoſe Lots I ſhall ever mourn, 
She diedlike a'Saint, and mentioned me with her 
laſt Breath; for whom ] have ſtill the ſame tender 
Affection that I had for her before the erred. 


- There was no Perſon in the Company who 


heard this Story without ſhedding fome 
Tears: And he at laſt fainted, his Griefs were 
renewed; and, at his recovering, each Perſon 
ſtrove to comfort him; and when he ſeemed : 
little recovered, and ' his Mind ſomewhat 
calmed, Monſieur Contamine ſaid, Sir, I ad- 
mire your Moderation in Jour En: but 
really I do not approve of your Treatment of 
Silvia. Tam more paſſionate, and believe | 
ſhould have kilPd both her and Gallozjn in the 
firſt Emotions of my Paſſion ; but if I had 
ſlept upon ir, I believe I ſhould have par- 
don'd her for my own Satisfaction. But I am 
glad, ſaid des Frans, I did not commit ſuch a 
- dreadful Crime; had I ſent them fo uopre- 
pared to the other World, what a horrid — 
| my 
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' maſt have loaded my Conscience! They both, 
1 God, hr now made a good End: 
and Silvia, waſhed by the Tears that ſhe ſhed, 
repenting, will I doubt not meet me in eternal 
Bliſs, wich her repentant Lover, who wil be 
no more my Rival. You ſpeak, ſaid Monſierr 
des Ronais, like an honeſt Man, and a good 
Chriſtian. Yes, ſaid du Puis, bat the Puniſh- 
ment of Silvia was ver unjuſt and cruel, when 
we conſider that her Crime was involuntary, 
of which I am certain, and I ſhall prove it: 
And firſt, here is a Letter which ſhe wirit to 
Gallouin about fix Months after ſhe left Paris 
and if you pleaſe, I will read ĩt aloud. They all 
defired him to do ſo. | 


” 


The LETTER. 
SILVIA in a Convent to GALLOUIN. 


DP I not believe, that you love me paſſon- 
ately, T would not put you out of Pain by 
letting you know what is become of me. Tye 
Commerce that we have had together was too 
criminal on your Side, and, alas! on mine, to 
laſt: God avas more highly offended than you 
t2Inght for, becauſe you did not know the Ex- 
zagements I was under before I knew you, 
and which you made me break thro after our 
fatal Acquaintance. I have already been 
fuſtly puniſhed, and ſuffered both in Body and 
Mind, all that -a Mortal Creature can endure 
without dying; and I have ſincerely repented 
my Fault; yet, on Exami lation of my 
dul, I cannot find that 1 was knowingly con- 


ſenting 


* 
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ſenting to what. paſſed between: us: The Dif. 
order and Diſtraction of my Mind, when | 
waked, and found whats bad happened, has 
ne ver left me, nor will my Thoughts be at Eaſe 
whilſt I live, tb I do all T am able ta expiate 
your Crime and mine. I take now an eternal | 
Farewuel of you ; think no more of me, but ii 
your Prayers, as I will not of you : See bert 
the firſt Letter I ever writ to you ; you. will 
newer receive anotber; you will never; beat 
more of me. My Life paſt ſweetly on before 
that dreadful Night when wwe met laſt : Wiſdom 
and Virtue governed all my Actions, and1 
wainly believed IT ſtood ſecure. But, alas, 1 
was deceived! and the Almighty has humbled 
me, even to the Earth, by your Means. Walls 
and Grates vow put me out of a Poſſibility of 
offending any more: But, alas, my God! tui 
they only that prevent my offending again: 1 
am baſe and vile in myſelf ! Take heed, Gal- 
| louin, that he does not chaſtiſe you in vain; 
T call Heaven to witneſs, that I never had any 
Inclination to love you het I fell; and be- 
ing blind to my Duty for one ſad Night, 1 
muſt weep all the reft of my Life. I ſball s 
more apr in the World; I bid that and 
you a laſt Farewel. And I can think of jou 
0 more but with Shame and Herrar. I atk 
not into what a Convent you are retired, be- 
cauſe I do not defire ever to hear more of 08. 
1 wiſh you 10 Ill, tho you were the Cauſe of 
all mine: I ask of Heaven only Graces 
Benedictions for you. IT wiſh that you ma) 
uot be puniſhed like me; but that * 51 
. | rul 


j repent of your Fault, and be forgiven. 
2 . " £2 by ſome 4nfernal P ower 
#0 undo me; for a Man who had much more 
Merit than jou, whom I loved with the great- 
ot Paſſion, tried all lawful Means to gain me, 
but could not triumph over my Virtue. I look 
on you as the Tnſtrument in God's Hands 20 
humble me. Take hetd- he does not puniſh 

ou in your Turn; you, vbho uſed ſome hel- 
1 Arts, doubtleſs, to undo me: Let me ad- 
wiſe you ſoon to mate your Peace with Hea- 
ven, ere it be too late, leſt you, who have 
thrown me into the deep Abyſs of Sin aud 
Miſery, out of which I cannot ariſe, but by 
repenting bitterly, as I have, and ſhall do to 
my laſt Hour, ſhould yourſelf be called away 
in a Moment to eternal Miſery: My Preyers 
attend you to the Grave. 3 


HF 


Farewel for ever. 
5 1 4 


This indeed is her Style, ſaid des Frans 
and her dear Hand; 2 7 53 tis noble; 
ſhe betrays not the Secret of our Marriage, 
nor explains the Crime; tis all noble, Piety 
ſhines in each Line, and Sincerity: Oh, how 
great is my Loſs! Yes, ſaid Madam Con- 
tamine, ſeeing bim weep, tis great indeed; 
her Virtue, her Fall, her Repentance, her 
Submiſſion and Sufferings, are all extraordi- 
nary; and I doubt not bur. ſhe is now happy, 
bur {till there is ſomething in the Circume 

You, II.d 4 
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ſtance of Gallouin's gaining her, that w. 
yet Strangers tox. n icy 
R 5 iy * | ne | | 
Monſieur d Puis, faid Madam de Lond, 
feems to intimate that my Brother made uſe 
of ſome Magick Arts or Philters to ſeduce 
Her: They are both dead. Yes, Madam, 
faid he, and therefore let us forget what they 
did when alive. That's well ſaid, ſaid Malan 
de Contamine, who ſaw Madam de Londi 
Vas a little out of Humour; and to chear our 
— and put this fad Story out of our 
houghts, let us think of Supper, for _ 
time, and kt us divert ourſelves a lite 
Come, Ladies, {aid Monſieur de Contamine, 
my Wife ſays right. They all roſe, took a 
turn in the Gardens, and then fat down to 
Table, where the Converſation was gay; and 
every body ſtrove to divert Monſieur des Frans, 
in whom, tho he ftrove to hide it, it was 
eaſy. to ſee a deep Melanchcly. There ws 
not a Word more faid of Silvia, and the 
Company did not part till it was very late. 
They all promiſed to meet the next Day at 
Monſieur des Ronais s, who gave them an lu. 
vitation to Dinner; but Madam de Londi, 
who was to be ſoon marry'd to Monheur as 
Pwis, and knew that he had promiſed to give 
a Relation of their Adventures, had no wind 
to be there, and tried to be excuſed, under 
the Pretext of being engaged at anothe! 


—— — 


® The remaining Part of Silvia's Story is toward! F 

End of Monſieur du Puis and Madam de Londe's Hi/i9) 

"which fellows this, | | | 
Place; 
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Place; ſo the Company comply'd Mademoi- 


ſelle du Puis having promiſed to go abroad 
with her, knowing that Monſieur des Ronais 
| would let them know all that paſſed. Madam 
de Mongey alſo made ſome Difficulty of going 
to a Place where Monſieur des Frans lived; 
but Mademoiſelle da Puis promiſed to bring 
her. After which ev „ N to their 
Homes; Monſieur Contamine 
waited of them to the Door, and the Gen- 
tlemen ſaw the Ladies Home; and then des 
Frans and des Ronais went to theirs. Well, 
ſaid des Frans to his Friend, «when they were 
alone, now you know my Story. Yes, ſaid he, 
more than ever I did before; and I think tis 
neceſſary that you throw yourſelf into the 
Arms of Madam de Mongey, to make your 
Life more eaſy, and put Silvia out of your 
Thoughts; but we'll talk of that another 
Time: I muſt now give Orders for To-mor- 
row, to entertain thisagreeable Company whom 
I have invited; our Miſtreſſes. and our Friends 
Miſtreſſes will.be here, and I muſt have all in 
great Order: Then da Puis ſhall give you Rea- 
tons why you ought to marry Madam de 
Mongey; and Madam de Londe being abſent, 
| he may perhaps convince you that Silviz's 
Fault, which. has made you an E to 
Marriage, was involuntary; beſides, the Lady 
I propoſe is a Woman of approved Virtue : 
Burl willi bid you good-night. So he left the 
Chamber, and went to hisown, after he had 
— Orders to his Domeſticks for the next 
a. | 
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Early in the Morning du Puis came to he 


them, and whilſt des Ronais was buſied elſe. 
where, he had along Converſation with Mon- 
ſieur des Frans; during which des Frans often 
lifted up his Eyes and Hands with d 

Sighs, and great Exclamations ; at laſt he 
ended with a Flood of Tears. The Comps 
ny coming in, put an End to his Muſings; he 
ſtrove to hide his Griefs, dried his Eyes, and 
received them in Monſieur des Ronais's Place, 
who was ſtept out for a few Minutes on an 
Affair of Confequence. All came but Madam 
de Londs, whom Monſieur du Pais went for; 
der Ronais ſoon returned, and excuſed his 
not being there to receive them from their 
Coaches; ſome Compliments paſt, the Con- 
verſation was very witty and pleaſant, and 
they all ſar down to Table: The Dinner was 
very ſplendid, and all Things appeared magni- 
ficent. F as they were ſat down, Monſieur 
and Madam de Ternys Coach came to the 
Door: they had been to Madam du Puis's, 


aud hearing ſhe was gone to Monſieur des 


.Ronais's ro Dinner, they made no Difficulty to 
.come to her; they were very well received, 
and the Company being now complete, the 
Dinner was paſſed very 2 to which 
Monſieur de Ternys pleaſant Converſation 
very much contributed. Des Ronais had for- 
got no Delicacies to regale his Gueſts, ſo that 
the Ladies were even angry, and told him, 
that he was too profuſe, and that they would 
come no more, if he was ſo extravagant. Des 
Ronais ſaid merrily, Monſieur des Frans ad 
ordered every thing. Des Frans /aid, * 
* | | l 
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but he would next time ; when he would treat 


them. They were very merry,. and Mirth 
and Wit made up the Feaſt. A 


of the Company after Dinner, pretending a 
Viſit, and aun to return to 2 85 Af- 
ter they were gone, du Puis was called u 

keep his Word; and being prepared, he did 
not want much intreating; but called for a 
Bottle of Wine and a Glaſs, ſet them, down 
by him, and ſaid, This is to ſerve myſdf and 
thoſe who are a- dry. The Servants were diſ- 


deg en his Story. 


- 


| The End of the Second Book. 


Madam de Lode and du Puis took leave 


ut O 


miſſed the Room, and he deſired, that the 
Company would give him Notice when they: 
were weary of hearing him talk; and then he 
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BOOK III. 
The Hiſtory of Monffeur du 


Pois and Madam de Lox- 
DE : Or, The Chaſte Wift 


* 


and Libertine Lover. 


Ccording tothe general Rulesof 
Romance, I ought, Ladies and 
Gentletnen, lkea true Hero, o 
78 you an Account of m 
Adventures, after hearing yours; 
— bv Which I am contented to do, 
tho? I expoſe myſelf to your Cenſures; for 
muſt own, I have done ſome things which metit 
Blame, but many more that will afford Diver- 
ſion: You, Gentlemen, have been illuſtrious 
Heroes and famed Knight-Errants, wile in 
; —— Conduct, conſtant to your Miſtreſſes 2 
eel, and made Honour and Glory your Aim 
I have been a general Lover, a 6 
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who has loved every Fair that would be kind; 
and till I met with Madam de Londé, who 
has made me almoſt mad, was ne er true to 
any one Woman, or knew what it was to be 
really in Love: but ſhe has found the Secret 
to fix my roving Heart; for before I ſought 
only Pleaſure, fled the Fair One thar looked 
coy, and flew to every kind She that would 
receive me to her Arms. This, Gentlemen 
and Ladies, was my true Character; but, by 
the way, I ſhould not be ſo free to tell you my 
Amours, if ſhe were proves arl 1 deſire 
you would keep what I tell you as a Secret 
for one Week, that is, till we are married; 


afier which J may perhaps, ſome time or 
other, divert her with a Relation of all my 


amorous Adventures, to let her ſee what a 
Miracle ſhe has wrought in my Converſion. 
Till then I'would have her know nothing of 
the Matter, for fear it ſhould create a Dillike 
in her rowards me: I am glad likewiſe my 
Coulin.is abſent, becauſe young Ladies love 
to goſſip and tattle to one another, and ſo ſhe 
might ſet my Miſtreſs againſt me; and 
next, becauſe I have ſome; things to relate, 
which only marry'd Ladies ſhould hear; 


_ ag! now I ſhall begin my Story, wich this. 


Reflection: | | 
That there is nothing more dangerous than. 
for a young Man to be left Maſter of himſelf 


before he is Twenty, as J was after the Death 


of my Father, who died before I was eighteen. 
Lou both know, faid he, ſpeaking to Meſſiears: 


des Ronais and des Frans now I behaved my- 


ſelf during my Studies, and how. my Tutors: 
5 G4 and 
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end the Regent of the College looked upon 
me as one of the wildeſt young Wretches in 
all the College; and all the Tricks I play 
in my Youth, would make as good a Hi. 
ſtory as that which is already publiſhed of 
FRANC ION: And I could entertain you 
a whole Day with a tenth Part of my miſchie- 
vous Inventions, and unlucky Frolicks, to the 
great Difquiet of aay Governors, and Mo- 
leftation of my Fellow Scholars. But wer 
leave that for another Opportunity, and pro- 
creed to Things more ſerious, and of greater 
Conſequence. | 

You all know my Family, and that I never 
had but one Brother, and alſo that we were 
never good Friends together; which is not 
very rare, for he was ren Years older than ], 
and ſo often took upon him to lecture me 
with ſuch an Air of Authority as I could not 
ſuffer ; ſo that at laſt I quarrelled, and buffed 
him in ſuch a Manner that he never ſpoke to me 
for many Years after. He bas been long ſet- 
tled in the Country, in Provence, and comes 
but ſeldom to Paris, fo that we live with a 
perfect Indifference for one another. During 
my Father's Life-time our Differences were 
increaſed by a partial Diſtinction our Paregts 
made between us; for he was my Mother's 
Favourite, becauſe he could diſſemble beiter 
than I; for he appears to be a mighty ſober, 
reſerved Man, and very virtuous and religious; 
yet is in the Bot: om as debauched and wild as I; 
and my Father loved me for being more open 
and ingenuous in my Behaviour and Actions, 
and uſed to ſay, that tho I was a wild Ba 


he did not doubt but I ſhould make a brave 
ſober Man. Yet I got nothing by my Father's 
Fondneſs of me; for he died when I was too 
young to be ſettled in the World, ſo that 
my elder Brother got the beſt Part of what 
Fortune he left, and my Mother did not think 
of me; and if I had not had a Title to ſome- 
thing in right of my Father, which they could 
not hinder me from, Ihad been undone; but, 
thank Heaven, that was ſufficient to provide- 
handſomely for me, without having an Obliga- 
tion to any body, and I had the Satisfaction to 
find myſelf — of any body; and tho 
I was wild, yet I was not fo extravagant as to 
ſpend or diminiſh my Fortune; but lived upon 
my Income, and that I ſpent according to my 
own Fancy. And having nothing to do but to eat 
and drink, and take my Pleaſure, it is no Won- 
der that J was a lictle libertine. But 1 have long 
ſince ſeen the Folly of ſuch a Courſe of Life ; 
and a Widow began thegood Word of reclaiming: 
me, which Madam de Londẽ has accompliſhed, 
and made me a Convert to Virtue and Religion. 
The firſt amorous Adventure that ever 1 
had in my Life was, with a very fine young 
Woman of about nineteen Years of Age; at 
J muſt tell you how it happened: I was thenia 
brisk young Stripling, not quite thirteen; and 
being but in the third Form at Schoel, 1 
boarded in the College, till I came inte the 
ſecond; and then 11 dined at College witty my 
Tutor, and went to my Father's every Night; 
and J maintained a Theme in Phyſick aboat 
. three Years afterwards, wanting eight Days of 
being ſixteen; ſo far was L adyanced W 
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As I was one Evening going home, the We. 
ther being very hot, about the "Middle d 
a Street, as I was paſting along, I ſaw a Fa, 
which fell juſt at my Feet; I took it up, and 
looking up to the Windows, to ſeefrom whence 
it came, I beheld a young Lady at a Chamber 
Window, who ſaid to me, Thank you, y 
r my 2 coming for it. 
will bring it up myſelf, Madam, ſaid I; and 
o J entered the Houſe ; and meeting wich her 


your Fan, n of the Honour 


Footboy would have fetched it. Thats true, 
Madam, faid I, but then I had not had the 
Pleaſure of — you but at a Diſtance. dhe 
asked me ſeveral Queſtions, to all which 1 
anſwered with a very good Affarance, and ſo 
Pertly, that ſhe ſeemed much pleaſed and di- 
verted, and bid me fit down, called for Wine, 
treated me, and I gave her a true Account 
who I was, and Where I lived; ſo we became 
Preſently acquainted, and at taking Leave ſhe 
invited me to come to breakfaſt with her the 
next Morning. I told her it muſt be tha 
earlier than would ſuit a Lady's Convenience, 
*becauſe of my being at College in time. 
Dome as ſoon an aid ſbe, I will be 
ready. I promiſed to come, and failed not to 
keep my Word: She did not ſpeak French 
pPerfectij, tho very well, but with «little Me 
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cent that very much became her, and which I 
— very — * and ſo did every Body 
elſe, She was neither Maid nor Wife; but 
{lie was a Woman, that's certain; ſhe was a 
Malteſe, who had left that Ifle to follow A Man 
of Quality that had brought her to Paris, and 
ivately ſupported her handſomehy; an a 
(Cord, ſhe Was Miſtreſs to a Commander of 
the noble Order of Malta, a fine bona Roba 
brown Beauty, with large black Eyes, a fine - 
white Breaſt, and ſmiling Look: In ſhart, ſhe - 
had the firſt of me. N 5 
I went the next Morning at fix o Clock, a 
very proper Hour to viſit 2 I knocked: - 
at the Door as hard as if it had been at my 
College-Gate z the Footboy opened the Door, 
and grumbled that I had made him riſe ſo 
ſoon, and ſaid nobody was up yet. He went 
to ſhut the Door again; but I did not give him 
time, but went in, and ran directly up to the 
Lady's Chamber, and ſo awaked the lovely - 
Sleeper, who asked who was there? T is 1, : 
Madam, ſaid I; come to eat ſome Sweet- - 
meats and hot Tarts with your Ladyſkip, as 
you were Pleaſed to promiſe me Yeſterday. 
Sit down, young Gentleman, ſaid ſbe, tis very 
well. 8e ſhe bid the Footboy open the - 
Chamber Windows, and run to the Paſtry- 
'Cook's for ſome Petits Patex for me. Thus we 
Were left alone together, and I ſat down upon 
a Chair by the Bedſide: She talked to me 
a- wnile as to an unexperienced Child; but: was 
a more forward Lad than ſhe imagined, asſhe 
oon —— for the Weather being very / 
Fot, and ſhe not too relerved, {he turned dan. 
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the Bed-cloaths off her Boſom, and leſt wc 
my View a lovely Neck and Breaſts. I had 
been uſed to play with my Mother's Maids 
often, and run my Hands into their Boſoms: 
This 5 was ſo tempting, that T forgot all 
Fear of diſpleaſing, and boldly laid my Hands 
and Lips upon her ſnowy Boſom: In'ſhortſhe 
laughed, inſteadof bluſhing or being diſpleasd. 
This emboldened me to take much greater Li- 
berties, and you may gueſs what followed. We 
were both pleafed, and thus we * the ftrict- 
eſt Friendſhip. She ſwore me to Secrecy, and! 
kept my Word: My Commerce with this kind 
Creature laſted above two Years. I was too 
young to know the ill Conſequences of ſuch a 
"Courſe of Life; and being thus enter d into Sin, 
I went boldly on, and putfued the vain Ples- 
ſures that undo Mankind. '*Tis needleſs to 
*tell you that during our Converſe, I — 5-94 
tually with her, and her Houſe was my Elyſun; 
there I ſtay d whole Days and Nights, and ſhe 
Went no-where to take the Air with the old 
Commander, but I went along with them; 
and the old Fool did not ſuſpect that ſhe 
had any Pleaſure in my — but only to 
hear me talk; and fo was the firſt to careſs me, 
and give me a Share of all 'their Pleaſures. 
My Pockets were always well furniſhed with 
Money and Sweetmeats, whichmade me much 
eſteemed by the Teſt of the Scholars at Col- 
lege; ſo that now I would not board any more, 
' tbut eat at my Miſtrelſs's alrogether. And in 
truth ſhe was the Occaſion of my good Succels 
' Ya my Studies; for ſhe uſed to tell me that it 
Was a Shame · to. let any — - *" 
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School, and that I: ſhould be aſhamed to have 
my Tutors chide and reprehend me, whilft they 
praiſed others who were youn er and not ſo big 
as I; and that if I neglected my Studies, ſhe 
ſhould be blamed, and it would be ſaid I loſt my 
Time at her Houſe; ſo that my Friends at laſt 
would take me away, and put me to board, and 
ſhe ſhould ſee me no more. This was the prin- 
cipal Reaſon that made me do my Duty; and 1 
ſtudied ſo dili —— my Tutors grew to a 
plaud me, and my Father to love me better. He 
knew I was almoſt always at this Woman's, yet 
he could think no Harm no more than the Com 
mander; beſides, he knew nothing of her, but 
only that ſhe was a Stranger that had 'marry'da 
French Gentleman who had brought her to 
France, for ſo the Report paſſed in the Neigh- 
bourhood; and the old Commander took 
great Care to hide his Croſs, particularly when 
he came to her; but at laſt our Converſe was 
ended by her being carried away by her Spark, 
Iknow not whither, nor could I ever hear What 
became of her, 8. DOVER 00776 
And now having finifned my Studies, my 
Father, who deſigned me for a military Em- 
ploy, put me to learn to fence, dance, ride, and 
play on the Muſick. The Duke: de Ledunas, 
Gentleman of the Horſe, was one of my Fa- 
-ther's{ntimate Friends, as well as my Uncle's, 
and he had.me well taught. Having learned 
to fence, my Farther put me to board at an 
Engineer's, where learned the Art of Forti- 
fication; for my Mother and I had fallen oat 
about one of her Chamber-maids, whom the 
ꝓut away on my Account, becauſe! ſhe uſed 


ſome- - 
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ſometimes to come into my Chamber; and 
my Mother looked afterwards with ſuch an il 
Eye upon me, that I * my Father to let 
me live from home, to which my Brother's Ar- 
rival at Paris very much contributed; for he 
was received by my Mother as a ing, 
and I could not but compare the kind Trea- 
ment ſhe gave bim, with her Unkindneſs to 
me. This made me hate Home, and re- 
double my Intreaties to my Father to ſend me 
abroad, fo that he often grew to take my 
Part; and there commenced ſome Coldnels | 
—— 5 — or 1 = I'be- 
| t him, like Jacob, that 1 might be gone, 
—— e to my elder Brother; and put an. 
End to all theſe Diſputes, He was a great Lovet 
of Peace, and put me te board, where I ſiaid 
all the Winter till Spring, when be got mea 
-Commiſhon in one of | his Friends Regiments, 
But before I went to the Regiment, my Fa- 
ther would have me my Reſpects to. 
Monſieur 4 Alamogne, in whole Regiment | 
was placed, and gave me a Letter for him; 
*he was not at Paris, ſo I went to Verſaille, 
where he was: I called at my Father's 1 
went, to let him know where I was going, 
and to ask if he had any other Commands for 
ame? Juſt as I was at the Corner of the Street 
where our Houſe was, T ſaw my Brother ge 
into a very ill Houſe, where none but Ladies 
of Pleaſure lived: I thought at firſt I was 
_ miſtaken, and, to be more certain, I went into 
a Tavern where I was very well known, and 
left my Horſe; then the Street, aud 
+ntered this haneſt Houſe, Went into the Px | 
ago: | JOU, 
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lout, and there heard my Brother's Voice in a 
Back-room, and ſaw him and a Doxy thro' 
the Key-hole in the Door, I have before 
told you, that my Mother thought him a Saint; 


before, toa very fine beautiful young Lady, of 
a very good Family, and great Fortune; but 
acre Tia that the Laws which com- 
mand Fidelity in Man and Wife, are as old as 
the Creation, and that God made but one Eve 
for Adam, yet he thought not himſelf _ 
to obſerve them. Since his Marriage and Re- 
turn to Paris, he was more reſerved than ever; 
he was my Mother's Gentleman Uſher, and 
did not mils one Sermon, but went to Church 
every Day; and if he had died, ſhe had 
ſurely tried to get him canoniz'd for a Saint; 
but I was informed of his Life, and all his 
Actions, by one of our Servants, who did not 
love him any more than I, becauſe of his 
ritanical Airs of reforming the Family, which 
'enraged all the Domeſticks: And from the 
time that he had come to Paris, which was 
above fix Months, I never ſaw my Mother but 
the preached me a Sermon on my looſe way of 
living, and always propoſed my Brother as a 
Pattern for me to imitate: She knew that 
T went ſometimes to I Martiniere's, the Pro- 
cureſs, where my Brother was gone: She had 
done all that ever ſhe could to catch me there, 
having proteſted to chaſtize me in form, if The 
did; but I was too cunning for her, and the 
always loſt her Labour; neither could the get 
hig ill Woman out of the Neighbourhood, 
decaule ſhe liv'd and manag d „ 


he was already married in Provence, not long 
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privately, that nothing could be proved. Iwy 
now reſolved to undeceive her as to my Bro- 
ther, let the Event be what it would: So 1 
. *called a Còbler, who kept a Stall at the End of 
the Street, and made him follow me to the 
Tavern: I have ſcarce any Money about me, 


ſaid T to him, and I muſt go preſently o 


Verſailles ; I have asked my Mother for ſome, 
and ſhe has refuſed me; ſo I am going over 
the way to la Martiniere's, to ſee if I can get 
ſome there: Prithee ſtep to our Houſe, and 
tell my Mother you ſaw me go in there, and 


am ſure that will make her come preſently, 


for fear I ſhould do ſome fooliſh thing or other; 
do this and you'll oblige me, and T1! give you 
ſomething to drink my Health. The Man 
made no Difficulty, ſo I went to the Bawd's, 
and he ran to our Houſe; but J ſtaid not 


4 Minute, but went back to the Tavern ſo 


ſoon as I ſaw him go in at my Father's; there! 
ꝓut myſelf in Ambuſcade to ſee the Sport; and 
it was not long before I ſaw my good Mother 
coming on foot with a Face as red as Fire, 
— her Coachman and two Footmen behind 
her. 15 
So ſoon as I faw ber gone into the Pro- 
.curefs's, I mounted on Horſeback, went round 
about, and came to my Father's; to whom 1 
ſaid nothing of what I had done, for fear of 
having miſsd my Blow: But I ſoon ſaw that 
1 had not, for a few Minutes after, _—_— 


came in all in a Fury, and in ſach a Diſorder, 


that found I had ſucceeded; and I knew at 
terward, that the had found my virtuousÞro- 
«ther fitting croſs a -modeſt Lady of Pleaſures 


„„ Wyn, tw „ 


French LOVERS. 181 


Knees, with one Hand in her Boſom, and a 
Glaſs of Wine in the other. How. were they 
both ſurprized | *rwas Pity that I did not ſee the 
Comedy there, but I ſaw it at home; for no- 

body ſpoke to me but my Father, who gave 
me ſome Money, and bid me ſtay Dinner; 
for which Reaſon we dined ſooner than ordi- 
nary, my Father calling for it, becauſe I had 
far to go that Night. We four fat down to 
Table, but nobody faid a Word; my Mo- 


ther was in ſuch a Rage, that ſhe could neither 


ſpeak nor eat; my Brother kept Silence, and 1 
could not forbear laughing; my Father was 
diſpleaſed, and could not imagine what ailed 
us: Is it becauſe Cadet is here, ſaid he, for 


o he always called me, that you are ſo out of 


Humour, Madam ? Is he not belonging to the 
Family as well as his Brother? What the Devil 
ails you to look ſo upon him? And you, So 


ſaid be to me, what makes you laugh and 


twitter ſo? *Tis eaſy, Sir, ſons I, to gueſs 
what diverts me, when you the Story; 
which is, that my Mother went to docu- 
ment me at the illuſtrious Procureſss 14 
Martiniere's ; and inſtead of me, found that 
her Spy the Cobler was miſtaken, and that it 
was my Brother that was there. She could 
not deny what I ſaid, becauſe the Footmen 
were waiting at Table, who went along with 
her, and could not forbear burſting out a 
laughing. I thought wy Father was going to 
fall into a Paſſion; but he did not, but fell 

ao a laughing. I do not know what he ſaid 
to my Brother afterwards, when they were 


1 


alone; but then he only ſaid to him, That 
it 
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i was a very ſhameful Thing in a marryd 
Man to go to ſuch Places; and if you do n 
fear God, ſaid he, yet fear the World, and, 
above all, the Surgeons. I aid no more, but 
took Leave, and went to Verſailles ; and a le 
white after I fer out for Flanders, defigning to 
make my firſt Campaign there: bur I did not; 
for our Batalion remained in Garriſon at 
Amiens, where I learned the Exerciſe; but I 
grew weary, and asked Leave to return home, 
Or go and join the Army, which was at that 
time commanded by Monſieur de Turenne, 
when I received Letrers, that my Father was 
at the Point of Death, and defired my Pre- 
fence with great Earneſtneſs. This procured 
Leave for meto go; and I rook Poſt, and came 
*- time enough to find him alive: Tis net. 
eſs to tell you his dying Words; for I had but 
little Advantage by them as to what related 
to me; for they were not obeyed, and what he 
commanded others to do was not regarded. 
He died roo ſoon for my Happineſs, becauſe 
I ws juſt beginning to enter the World; and 
for want of ſomebody to take Care of me and 
v 


help me forwards, Iꝓaſſed my Time without 
doing any thing to advance me, and ſo ſpent 
18 in Idleneſs and Folly. My Fatber 
died the latter End of Fuly, and I, being no 
Maſter of myſelf, paſt the Winter at Part 
(a Peace being made) with young Rakes, like 
myſelf : We committed many abominable 
Debaucheries, particularly in the Carniva- 
time. We were eight of us who kept Com- 
pany together, amongſt whom was Gallouin: 
And now I ſhall tell you a very comical * 
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ture. None but he and I kept each of us a 
Footman, and we uſed to ſend them away when 
we would not be known. _. TT, 
There was a great Ball in the Suburbs of 
St. Germains, and we two were reſolved to go 
thither in Maſquerade Habits. We went to a 
Place that furnithed ſuch Dreſſes, and took the 
moſt fantaſtick we could find: I put on a De- 
vibs Habit, with a long Tail, great Horns, 
and long Claws. Then we went to Supper, 
where we drank our Fill, as uſual: After 
which, being above half drank, we went to 
the Ball in a h which we hired to ſtay for 
us till we came our, and were fain to pay the 
Coachman beforehand ; but he 3 us, 
and when we called for him at our coming out 
'of the Ball, we found him gone. We had 2 
| Ry way home, and could not tell What to do; 
ſo we went into a Tavern where we ſaw a 
Light; they gave us Wine, but could not 
furniſh us with Beds, ſo that we muſt e en walk 
it home, or fit up all Night. The Night 
was as dark as Pitch, and the Quantity of 
Wine we had drank made the Streets too 
narrow for us: We ſoon loſt one another, and 
I knew not where I was, and had like to break 
my Neck againft a Cobler's Stall, which was 
left open, and ſo reſolved to lay myſelf down 
in it, and wait the Day-break : I crept into 
a very contentedly, and being full of Wine, I 
lept as ſweetly and profoundly as in a Down- 
bed, without thinking any more of my Com- 
Danion, than if I had never ſeen him. I did 
not deſign to ſtay there any longer than till juſt 
Break of Day, to ſee my Way home: Bur, 
| | | alas. 
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alas! I had no Power to wake; and doubtleſz 
the Cobler to whom my fine Lodging be. 
longed, had got drunk as well as I; for he 
did not come till it was late; fo that I did 
not wake till it was broad Day, ore frozen 
with the Cold. I could not at firſt call to 
mind where I was, or had been; then have- 
mg conſidered a-while, T remembered all, and 
fearing to be ſeen in that Diſguiſe, I lay ſtil, 
in hopes a Coach would paſs by, that I might 
get myſelf carried home. Whilſt J was wait- 
ing, the Cobler came; and lifting up the Board 


I had broke down in my Fall, and ſhut myſelf - 


in withal during the Night, he thought the 


Devil had took Poſſeſſion of the Place, and 


roar'd out like a Man poſſeſſed. This occa- 
Toned the People to ſtop who were paſling by, 
TheStreer being a great Thorough-fair, I had 
foon a great Audience, who ſtood gaping and 
ſtaring like Fools; -on which I thought it 
wiſeſt to betake to my Heels, and make the 
beſt of my Way. So I jump'd out of my 47 
roared like a Fiend, and ſcoured along. as faſt 
as my Legs could carry me, with all the Mob 
at my Heels; ſome who ſtood in my Way l 
threw down, others fell in Fits. Paſſing by a 
Church, an old Woman ran out, and threw a 
Pail-full of Holy Water upon me, which {6 
blinded me, that, turning the Street, 1 ran juſt 
in amongſt the Crowd attending a Funeral, 
near the Coffin; at which the Dearers were 
ſo frighted, they let fall the Coffin, and ran 
away, and the Prieſts jumped, at which 1 could 
not forbear laughing aloud ; and ſo continued 
my Courſe, till i fortunately got to the 4 
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where we had ſuppeJ the Night before. There 
the two Drawers, Who had ſeen me in my 
Diſguiſe, knew me again, and the People s 
Fear ceaſed who had followed. And now I 
thouzht myſelf well off of my Adventure 
bur f was miſtaken. I had ſent a Porter to 
my Footman, to bid him bring me ſome 
Cloaths to put on: But the Miſchief I had 
done at the Funeral, and on the Way, made 
me be purſued to the Tavern: The Cothn was 
broke, and the Relations of the Defunct would 
have Reparation, and know who I was; fo. 
that the Houſe I was in was beſet, and I was 
fain to ſend for a Commiſſary, whom I knew; 
but he, tho?. he knew my Voice, yet would 
not be ſatisfied, but muſt needs go to 
Mother firſt, to give an Account of my Ad- 
venture. She laughed heartily, and ſent. her 
Coach and Servants along with him to fetch 
me home, with Cloaths to put on. So having 
* off my Devil's Dreſs, and dreſſed myſelf, 
1 appeared; and then the Populace, being 
awed, made way, and let me go off with 
Bows and Grins. | 
This, and a hundred other Frolicks, did I 
pals my youthful Hours in: We got a Houſe 
that was uninhabired to be lent us, to kee 
our Rendezvous in; here we feaſted at Nights, 
went out in the Streets to pick up Whores, and 
cour the Watch; then ſlept together with our 
Doxies on freſh Straw, which our Servants 
brought and ſpread on the Floor. One Night 
having drank extremely hard, one of my 
Companions appeared to be dead in the Morn- 
ing when we waked ; we ſent for a _ 
vw 
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who had much ado to fave his Life. Thi; 
much alarm'd Gallovin and me, and we both 


made a Reſolution to leave off this Courſe of | 


Life, and not run ſuch dangerous Courſes any 
longer. Thus I paſled my Year of Mourning 
for my dear Father. And Gallouin had ſome- 
how got into the Acquaintance of ſome learned 
Men, skilled in unlawful Arts, of whom he 
bad learned ſtrange Secrets, ſuch is ſurpiſ 
Nature, and muſt be performed by the At 
of Magick. As for my own Part, I would not 
know any of them, having a Diflike to 
ſuch Knowledge; but tho? I was not ſo wicked 
as he in that, I was in all things elſe a v 
Lidertine; and to get out of ſuch bad Com- 
pany, there: was no Way left but by their be- 
ing 21 as they ſoon after were; for 
Lent began, Eafter and a Jubilee happened 
both together, and ſo the Knot was broke; 
ſome going one Way, others another. I {ay 
very well, that I was infallibly ruined, if! 
went on in that Courſe of Life; fo that! 
reformed; but yer I always continued to jove 
Pleaſure, tho? with more Mederation. 
And now I began to converſe with People 
of Worth, and get acquainted with ſome of 
my Neighbours: The firſt young Lady | 
made Love to, that was a virtuous Woman, 
was Sophia; who ſince marry'd Monſieur 
4 Eſpinai: I did not think, that he had a de. 
clared Lover whom ſhe liked; for then I would 
not have attempted her to loſe. my Labour, and 
I do not love to take much Trouble; but ths 
youu Lady was fo private in her Amour, thi 
| thought nothing of it; ſhe was 1 
e 
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very well ſhaped, and well worth 
2 . She received me very handſome- 
ly at che e and I thought ] made a 
good Progrels in her Affection; but I was de- 
ceived, and ſoon found that ſhe only made uſe 
of me to make her Lover jealous, who was 
grown negligent. At another time I ſhould 
only have laughed at it, and thought no more; 
but now I was vexed: and ſhe had let me 
take ſome Freedoms, which tho really inno- 
cent, yet ſuch as made me imagine that I 
might preſume to take greater. I did not be- 
lieve that d Eſpinai did deſign to marry her, 
and therefore I fanſy d I ſhould not do him 
any great Wrong to make his Miſtreſs angry; 
nay, I fancy'd ſomething paſſed between them 
that was not altogether innocent, tho it was 
really ſo. I knew one Day that they were 
together, tho? ſhe ſtrove to conceal his Viſits 
from me; but I was bent on Revenge: So 
went to her Houſe, and without knocking at 
the Door, I went directly into her Chamber, 
where | found them as I wiſhed ; ſhe was fitting 
on his Knees, her Head reclined upon his 
Breaſt, and his Hands were one round her 
Waſte, and the other in her Boſom. At the 
Noiſe lade in entering the Room, ſhe looked 
up, and roſe in Anger, ſaying, Is it the Cuſtom 
to enter People's Chambers in ſuch a Man- 
ner? Truly, faid I, I would have ſhut the 
Door, if I had been in your Place with a Gal- 
lant. What do FF u want here? ſaid ſbe, 
greatly diſordered. A. happy Pair, ſaid I, 
and I have found them; but ſince you have 
deceived me, I will try to undeceive the 
World. 
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World. At theſe Words I left the Room; he. I 
ran after me, begging that I would not publim 
what I had ſeen. I huffed, he intreated, and 
vowed he would marry her in a few D 
which he did. And thus I loſt my firſt ho- 
neſt Miſtreſs, and was partly the Cauſe of her 
getting a good Husband, who was fo jealou WW 
of me ever after, that he forbad her ever to 
come into my Company 1 $8 
And now 2 for a new Miſtreſs, which * 
J ſoon found: A young Lady named Celina 


came in my Way; ſhe was very handſome and 


finely ſhaped, her Eyes were black and full of 
Fire, her Skin was White as new-fallen Snow; 
ſhe had a great deal of Wir, and ſeemed born 
to inſpire Love and Joy: In ſhort, J liked her 

fo well, that F even thought of marrying ber. 
I had known her from her Childhood, for we 
were near Neighbours ; but I never declared 
my Love to her till we met at a Wedding; 


there we danced together, and I ſaw her 


home. The next Day I made her a Viſt: 
There were three Siſters; of which this was 


the youngeſt, the eldeſt was already married, 


and the Mother being a woo whimſical Lady, 
had declared ſhe would ſee the ſecond diſpoſed 
of, before ſhe would give her Conſent to 
the younger's being married. When I offered 
to Celina to demand her in Marriage of her 
Mother, the gave me an Account of her Mo- 
ther's Reſolution : She will not, ſaid ſbe, give 
you a flat Refuſal; but I am certain ſhe will 
tell you, you muſt wait till my Siſter is mar- 
ried; but, ſaid ſbe, to ſpeak ſeriouſly, I believe 
you are not in earneſt, and that you only _ SO 

| | -4& 4 
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muſe yourſelf with me, to diyert your 
Grief for = Loſs of Madam d Eſpinas. F 
own, ſaid I, that I did once love her tenderly, 
but ſince I ſee her Falſhood I am cured ; be 
you but kind, as ſhe once ſeemed to be, an 
conſtant, and I will love you unalterably; and 
to let you ſee I am ſmcere, I will ask you of 
your Mother, and I beg only your Permiſſion. - 
to do it. Do as you pleaſe, ſaid ſbe, with 4 
tender Sigh, but I believe you will not ſuc- 
ceed. I loved Celina paſſionately, and there- 
fore loſt no time, but made the Propoſal to 
her Mother the next Day by. Friend, in her 
two Daughters Preſence: He was a Man of 


* - 


W cod Senſe, and performed the Office very 
= well: He told her, he came to pro ſe 2 
Match to her for Celina, her youngeſt Daugh- 

ter, which he was poſitive ſhe would not re- 

fule. At this Toinon, the ſecond. Daughter, 
bluſhed with Anger; which her Mother took 

Notice of, and ſo did my Agent. The old 

Lady anſwered, That ſhe was highly honour'd, 

and her Daughter alſo, inthe Offer, and would 

not refuſe it; but ſhe muſt likewiſe deal ſin- 
cerely, and let me know, that ſhe had long: 
lince reſolved to marry Tvinon firſt, and ſhe 
thought Celina and. I were young enough to 
ſtay till then; and my Agent was obliged to 
depart with this Anſwer. _ | | 
When Celina and I met next, ſhe told me 
all, and how little Hopes there was of our 
coming together. I had not Patience to think 
bg waiting lo long, my Paſſion was too violent: 
. | 1 took her in my Arms, and claſping her faſt 
HS ©.) beating Heart, ſaid, Muſt we then 
_ Vor. [T. H . wait 
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wait whole Months, nay tedious Year, Per. 


Haps, my dear Cela, before we can be hay. 
Py: Your Sifter is not half ſo charming x 
you are, (as indeed ſhe was not) and my 
never find an Offer equal to her ambitious 
Expectations, and then we muſt be alwys 
wretched: Diſtracting aps gd [ perceived 
the Tears come into my foft, :compaſſionate 
Celina s Eyes. What Remedy, aid ſbe, my 


Ampatient Lover? We muſt ſubmit to the ca. 


Pricious Humours of thoſe whom we depend 
upon. If you will take my Council, ſaid I, 
We will be married before her; tis in your 
Power, if you have but Love and Reſolution 
enough to agree to what I fhall pogo If 
nothing be wanting but thoſe two Things, /aid 
He, you are certain will do it; and therefore 
explain yourſelf. Why we muſt &en make oui- 
felves one without conſulting them, ſaid I: 
You muſt let me enjoy you, and when a grett 
Belly comes, your Mother will be glad to let me 
marry you. A very gallant, but a very den- 
gerous Way, ſaid ſbe, for me, to try your Fi. 
delity and her Good-nature withal. I wil 
Pledge you my Faith and Honour, ſaid I, n 
bracing her, my dear Celina, that you ſhall 


never repent of it; but that you ſhall have 


all the Reaſon in the World to fay that I im 


an honeſt Man; nay, I will give you 4 


wiſe of Marriage, firm as. you can delve, 
writ in my own Blood, if you require it. No, 
Ink will do, ſaid ſhe; but tho what you ro- 


Pole is very feaſible, yer I have no mind to 


venture; tis a Crime, tho? done with af honelt 


Intention. Then 1 pleaded that 2 __ 


+. 
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promiſe between two Perſons was as binding aa 
that made in 1 publick, and uſed 
all my Rhetorick to get her to give me a Pro- 
wiſe to comply; but ſhe turned it all. into 
Raillery : So I preſt her no farther that Day, 
hoping that Time and Opportunity would in- 
ſenſibſy work my Deſire; for tis a certain 
Maxim, that the Woman who loves ſo well as 
to give the hearing to ſuch Propoſals, without 
being angry or much ſhocked, is half inclined 
to grant her Lover's Requeſt. Her Mother 
had received me very civilly that Day at my 
coming in, and did the ſame at my going out 
but Toinon looked aſide upon me. I returned 
two Days after, and found that Celina had 
been crying, and that her Siſter had vexed 
ber cruelly, being inraged that ſhe had gat 
ſuch a Lover: The Mother had interpoled, 
but could not pacify her elder Daughter, who. 
called Celing forward Minx, and faid ſhe was 
| very ae and ſhe wiſhed I might 
make a Fool of her ; with a hundred other 
Impertinences; as, that I had been: falſe, no 
doubt, to Madam d*Eſpinai, or elſe ſhe bad 
not marry'd another. At laſt my coming in 
put an End to the Diſcourſe, and Toinon fi s 
ing out of the Room, gave -an Opportunity. to 


we my afflicted Celina to unboſom her Griefs to 
am me. I flattered myſelf. that this was a fa- 
ru vourable Opportunity to puſh on my. Deſign, 


lo I exaſperated her all I was able: I had 


re, | 
Go, found them together in Celina's. Bed<cham- 
ro- ber, and fitting down by her on the-Bed- 


tide, where I found her crying: Yau ſee very 
well, my dear Celina, 1 Ii chat you are to 
2 2 be 
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de made a Victim to your ill-natured Siſter; 
Pleaſure: She is neither ſo young nor ſo 
beautiful as you are, nor is her Humour tg 
| be ſupported; who do you think will haye 
Her? it may be an Age before ſhe finds a Foo! 
for that Uſe, and how wretched muſt we live! 
Oh! can you conſent to keep us aliways in 
Miſery, and to paſs your Prime in waiting 
vill ſomebody, out of Compaſſion, marries her; 
when tis in your Power, even this very Hour, 
to crown all my Hopes, and make us com- 
pletely happy? Tis all I covet, all I ask, to 
have you mine, and only mine: Conſult your 
Heart, conſult your Reaſon ;. is it not your 
own Intereſt as well as mine? She fetched a 
deep Sigh, and caſting her Eyes with a lan- 
guiſhing Sweetneſs upon me, ſaid, Alas! what 
do you ask of me? What Danger muſt I run if 
I conſent! You will perhaps prove falſe, and 
uſe me moſt unkindly; my Secret being 
known, as ſure it will, if you forſake me, my 
Deſpair will make me negligent of Life and 
Fame, and I ſhall do fome horrid Deed: 
Could I be ſecured of your Fidelity, I woul 
do any thing to pleaſe you, but as I can,! 
muſt refuſe you. Refuſe me! no, ſaid I 
you cannot be ſo cruel; from this Moment 
you're my Wife, and can you bluſh to gratif 
your Husband? your generous Compliance 
will re-double my Affection, and Love vil 
now be joined with Gratitude; let not your 
Fears undo us both: And to ſecure me yours, 
| here 1 do ſwear. On this I threw mylelt at 
her Feet, embraced her Knees, and printing 
melting Killes on her Hands, uttereda hoods 


{act 
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rel Oachs an] Promiſes to marry her the 
ri Hour *rwas in our Power: Then riſing, I 
id, Now, my Charmer, if all this will nor 
ſuffice to make you credit me, give me a Pen 
and Ink, and I will write and ſign all that you 
can deſire. Were it poſſible I ſhould become 
fo vile a Wretch as to have Thoughts of leaving; 
you, which Heaven forbid, I can't deny what 
8 ny 07 Hand has pend and fign'd : You ſee 
I have in publick asked you in Marriage of 
your Mother, this ſhews that my Deſigns are 
juſt and honourable, tis nothing but Neceſſity 
that compels me to propoſe this kind Expe- 
dient, to facilitate our r and force 
your Mother to paſs by a fond Reſolve that 
_ made in Favour of your worthleſs Si- 
ter: Igive you till To-morrow to conſider oF 
it, ſaid I, embracing her. In fine, I Pray 
her ſo long that at laſt, with much Diſorder, ſhe 
bid me come again the next Day, when her 
diter and Mother would be abſent; for they 
had agreed to pay a Viſit together to her 
marry'd Siſter, who was indiſpoſed. The next 
Day, you may believe, I failed not the Aſſig- 
nation, for I watched, and came in by a Signal 
he had given me: I found no body below: 
but the Domeſtickz, who were all employed, 
ew up Stairs, and found her in the Cham- 
ber. At entering I ſhut the Door: I had 
brought a Writing with me, a Promiſe of 
Muriage between her and me, firm as the 
al Low could make it, and T fign'd it in her 
ing i relence, and made her alſo fign it. And 
_— eng thus ſatified and removed all her Scru- 
act les, with foe Difficulty I gaig'd my Deſires. 
£2 - + We After 
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After this we had frequent Meeti 
to prevent being —— J hired Chen 
ber in a Street not far from that the lived in, in 
a Widow's Houſe very private: FE told her, 
that Lady and I were ſecretly married, bir 
there were Reaſons why it muſt not be 
known. Here we met free from Fear, yet [ 
omitted not to vifit her Daily in Publick; and 
we found fo great Satisfaction in'theſe frolen 
Pleaſures, that I began to with ſhe might nor 
1 Child for ſome time, to pur in 
und to our Way of Living; but in about four 
Months time ſhe told me the was with Chill 
With which I was a little vexed, but l te 
doubled my Careſſes, and appear content 
You muft know that I had not acquainted y 
Mother with one Word of Celina, nor didſhe 
. yet know that I had made a Detnand of he 
in Marriage, and 1 dreaded her knowing of i; 
for I was not of Age as yet, and Celine: 
Birth and Fortunis was not ecfual to mine 
Tor which Reaſon I beg d her to conceal our 
Engagement as long as ſhe could poſliby, 
and ro deſire her Mother to keep the Secre 
whenever ſke diſcloſed it to her. Juſt about 
this Time, it was my ill Fortune that my Bio 
ther came to Paris, and forme body inform 
my Mother of my having asked Celina in Nr 
tiage, and ſhe made her Complaint to "7 
We both lived at home, my Brother and 
and you may imagine how ill we 29, 
which vexed all our Relations, who talk 45 
us a-part, and exhorted us to live er le 
Brothers and Chriſtians: I laid all _ 1 
on my Mother, whoſe Partiality had occꝭ wi 
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| this Averſion between us; ſaying, That the 
had never loved me, and uſed: me ſo unkindly 
that I was forced to quit her Table, and 
eat abroad, to oblige ber; and that if ſhe 
was uneaſy at my lying in the Houſe, tho it 
was my own, yet I would take a Lodging 
abroad, and leave it to her and my Brother to 
enjoy, notwirhſtanding they had no Right to 
it; it being Part of what my Father left me 
2s my Birth-right : That I had always treated 
her with that Duty and Affection which be- 
came a Son, but that ſhe had never loved me 
3s her Child, nor uſed me as ſuch : That as 
for my Brother, I wiſhed him very well; and 
that L would do him any Service at the Ha- 
zard of my. Life; but that my Mother's 
Treatments of us had much diſpleaſed me, 
becauſe ſhe had made ſuch a Diſtinction be- 
tween us; and that I did not care to ſee a 
Man, for whom I had ſuffer'd fo much, and 
whoſe Equal I was in every Reſpect. Thele 
Reaſons were found very plauſible by every 


— 
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in 
* Body, eſpecially my Uncle ds Pais; nay, my 
bly, Mother could not but own they were ſo. On. 
cr which my Uncle undertook to reconcile my 
bon Brother and me, and a Meeting was ap- 
Bro- pointed, where the Time was ſpent in nothi 
ered bur Complaints and Juſtifications on both Sides, 
and did me no Service in Point of Fortune 3 
him! for my Mother would not conſent. to give any 
nd |, Accountof what my Father had left : In ſhorr, 
greed, my Diſguſt increaſed againſt her and my Bro- 
ted t0 ther, for I ſaw him ſit in the Enjoyment of a 
er lle great deal which was my Birth-right, and he 


Ws well eſtabliſhed and great in the World, 
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wWhilſt I was neglected, and aſſiſted in no Kind: 
fo that J ſhould bave made a poor Figure, if 
my Father had not in ſome Kind provided for 
me. | N 
We were not long after at Table together ; 
when my Mother began about Celina, and my 
Brother ſeconding her, ſaid ſo many imperti- 
ment Things, that I could not bear it; and! 
thought I was in Honour and Conſcience 
obliged to maintain Celina's Character, and 
what I had done: He treated her as a Beg- 
gar, and a mean Creature, unworthy our Al- 
ance. I anſwered him in ſuch a Manner, that 
if he had had the leaft Reſpect for me, he 
would have been ſilent; but he, on the con- 
trary, continued his Airs, and ſpake moſt con- 
temptibly of Celina, and my Folly. I was 
highly provoked, but made no Anſwer, re. 
ſolving to take my Time to have Satisfaction 
of him, in reſpect to the Company and my 
Mother; but the Strangers being gone, and 
my Mother retiring to her Chamber, he and 
I were left alone in the Parlour, where my 
Brother threw himſelf down upon a Couch 
to take a Nap, and I took a Book and fat 
down to read. When I found the Domeſticks 
. were all employ'd elſewhere, out of hearing, 
I ftarted up, locked the Poor, and coming up 
to my Brother, bid him riſe that Minute, and 
with his Sword give me Satisfaction for all the 
Injuries he had done me: Let me ſee, ſaid I, 
ift you know how to uſe your Sword as well as 
your Tongue; I will have Juſtice for tte 
Abuſes you have given Celina, and the Wrongs 


you have done me with my Mother, i 
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frrove to turn all into a Jeſt, and ſaid he only 
talked in Raillery, and meant no Harm. Make 
haſte, ſaid I, the Time is precious, I ſhall ac-- 
cept of no Excuſes, defend your Life this 
Moment; ſo I drew, and he, finding I was in 
earneſt, did the fame. We fought like two 
enraged Lions, were both cruelly waunded in 
three or four Places; and nothing but Death 
had doubtleſs ended the Fray, if by good For-- 
tune one of the Domeſticks had not ſeen us 
by one of the Windows, and crying out 
brought my Mother, and the reſt of the Ser- 
vants, to prevent it, by breaking open the 
Door, and parting us by knocking down our 
Swords, and ſeizing us, whom'Loſs of Blood, 
and Want of Breath had. made more eaſy to be 
conquered. The Domeſticks trembled -at- 
the Sight, which was dreadful. enough; and 
my Mother cried and ſereamed like a diſtracted 
| Creature. See there, Madam, ſaid I, the 
firſt Fruits of yous Partiality ;, and as for you, 
bir, ſaid I, ro m/ Brother, farewel till our 
next Meeting. Yes, yes, ſeid he, then we'll * 
end all, and it will not be long, Thope, be- 
fote that Day comes. We were carried up 
imo our Chambers, Where I deſigned to ſta 
no longer than till my Wounds were dreſſed, 
and to. go thence in. a Chair to-the Chamber 
where my. Celina and JI uſed to meet, that T* 
might have the Conſolation of her dear Com- 
pany ſometimes: But, alas! J ſoon found this 
Was impoſſible, for by that time my Wounds 
were dreſſed, I was in no Condition to ſtir out 
of my Bed, into which I was put inſenſible of: 
Things. I. was in a worſe Condition than 
a E 5 B | NY - . 
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my Brother; for though he had moſt Wound 
they were not ſo deep as mine, he being 
ſtrongeſt. I was wounded in two Places in ty 
Tight Arm, one near the Arm: pit, the other 
in the bending, the third was in my let 
Thigh. So ſoon as I was recovered from my 
Swoon, my Morher came into my Chamber 
with my Uncle d Pais; my Fury was now 
Over, and hearing - Ang? take my Part, 
would not take any Notice that ſhe had been 
fo unkind as never to come to look after 
me, till the had ſeen my Brother ſafe in Bed. 
I asked her very tenderly how he did? She 
told me very ill. I ſaid, I was very ſorry; 
but nothing of this had happened if he had 
not meddled with my Affairs. On this my 
Mother few into a Paſfion, made me a thow 
fand Reproaches, and ſuch a Clamour, that 
the Surgeon and my Uncle were obliged to 
get her out of the Room. I would fain have 
1 * „ weak as I was, and gone out of the 
Houſe, but my Uncle and the Surgeon hinder 
me. And that I may not entertain you 1 
longer with this melancholy Story, whic 
Was e to a happy Iſſue in the Conclu- 
Hon, I hall only tell you that I ſent for my dear 
Celina, and the came to ſee me: Our meet 
ing was as tender as can be imagined ; ſhe 
ſeemed indiſpoſed, and told me, the News 
my being wounded, which had ſoon been 
ſpread abroad, and reached her Ears, bad ſ 
fiohtened her, that ſhe could not recover the 
Surprize: She embraced and wept over me. 
In fine, I tock Meafures before ths left ms, 
that we might be married whilſt I 16 


French LOVERS. 179 


Bed. in caſe of any Danger of my dying. My 
Brother, who 5 his Bed but fifteen Days, 
ſceing ber go forth of my Chamber ohe 
Evening, paid her great Civilities; but he 
fell ſick before I was able to go abroad, and 
miſcarry'd of the dear little Pledge of our 
mutual Affection, to my great Grief. My Bro- 
ther, ſo ſoon as he was able, came to pay me 4 
Viſit; at which I was ſurprized: We embtac d 
one another tenderly, and he told me h 
was heartily troubled at what had paſt, and 
deſired I would forgive him; and, that we 
might from this Day live as Brothers ought to 
do; promiſing, that on his Part he would en- 
deavour to deferve my Love and Friendfhi 
and do all that lay in his Power to prevail wit 
my Mother to conſent to my Marriage with. 
Celina, and to do what elſe was necellary ti 
make me happy. I was now grown ſenſible 
that IL was in the wrong, to attack my Bro- 
ther's Life; and being penetrated with the 
tender and generous Manner of his Proceeding, 
and charmed with his Bravery in the Action 

1 embraced him, and promiſed to love a; 
eſteem him if he kept his Word with me, and 
treated me like a Brother; he viſited me 
every Day till I was able to return his Civilities 
by crawling to his Chamber, My Mother, 
who had now ſome Sepfe of her Folly, in 
making ſo great Diſtin&tion between her Chil- 
dren, faw with Joy our Reconciliation, which 
was indeed very ſincere on both ſides; for we 
never had any Difference ſince, nor inter- 
 Medled with one anothet's Concerns. He has 
lice offered me ſeveral times to reſtore What 


180 ThelLLUsTRTOVUS 
my Mother unjuſtly gave him, which of-right 
belonged to me, bur I as generouſly refuſed it; 


for ſince it was not * to purchaſe me 25 
—4 an Employment as he has, I e en left it to 
Him. . | 


Thave ſent him word of my going to be mar- 
Tied to Madam de Londe, and he has, in Con- 
ſideration of ſo advantageous a Match for me, 
made me ſuch handſome Offers, as, I own, I did 
not expect from him; which has convinced me 
that People well born and near in Blood, let 
them be as wild as they will, yet can never for. 
get the Ties of Blood and Nature, or continue 
dong in a Fault. CRE 
And now the Phyſicians Judged it fit that 
mould be ſent to the Country, to recover my 
Health, there being great Reaſon to fear that 
T ſhould'fall Don dh for I was ſo 
weak with the great Quantity of Blood which 
I had loft, and the Fever that had enſued, 
'thatT could not walk without Help. Celina 
came vðften to ſee me, and my Mother careſs 
her extremely. I would fain have had her 
Mother let her go with me into the Country, 
but the would not, ;pretending it was not bo- 
mnourable, nor fit, till we were married ; and 
that, now Toinon, her other Daughter, had 
"gotten a Suitor, ſuch a; one as ſhe approved 
Of, it would 25 be "hang Meer ang 
marry d, ſupp recovered. N own Mo,, 
— who Mal great Mind that I ſhould 
marry ce lara, altho in Cormplaiſance to me, ſhe 

ſeemed to approve vf it, uſed the fame Arg 
ments to perſuade me to 85 wirhout ber. be 
«har, at laſt, J unforrunately yicldedto itz an 
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After a tender Adieu, in which we both ſhed 
Tears, I parted with her and went into the 
Country, into Provence, to my Brother's; 
having received the greateſt Aſſurances of Con- 
ſtancy from my dear Celina, who was ever in 
my Thoughts, and to whom I was impatient, 
to return. But the Fatigue of this Journey, 
and, in part, the Uneaſineſs of my Mind, 
threw me into a ſecond Fever, more violent 
than the former; ſo that remained for above 
bx Months a Priſoner to my Bed, and unable 
20 put Pen to Paper, being often delirious; 
yet, when I had my Senſes, I often asked for 
Celina, and deſired ſhe might be ſent for. 
My Mother, who was come cown to tend me, 
and Siſter-in-law, an excellent Woman, diſ- 
covered all that had paſſed between Celina and 
me, by my Talk when I was light-headed, 
and as my Mother was a Woman of great Spi- 
Tir, and very virtuous, this did fo dilguſt and 
turn her Heart againſt Celina, that the pre- 
vented any body's carrying any Letter or 
Meſſage to her from. me, as I often deſired 
they would: 23.» Woot hy 

And now, Ladies, ;ſaid he, you will forgive 
me if I am a little ſevere on the Fair Sex on 
this Occaſion, and tell you that a virtuous and 
ronſtant Woman is Prodigy; and that an ho- 
neſt Lawyer, or diſintereſted Clergyman is not 
more rarely found than a faithful Miſtreſs : 
Celina's Siſter was marryd in leſs than fix 
Weeks after I went into the Country; and 
his perhaps augmented ; her Inclinations to 

enter into that State, to the Pleaſures of which 


Abe was no Stranger. But finding I was more 
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likely to die than to live, ſhe doubtleſs was 
More ready to entertain a gay, vigorous Lo. 
ver, who took the Advantage of my Abſence 
to court her: It was the brave Alexander, 
who, like me, was dazled with her Charms, 
and loved her to Diſtraction: He was older 
than I, that is, near thirty; bad a better 
Eſtate, and more beloved by her Mother. In 
fine, he attacked the yielding Fair, whom 7 
had gained in vain; and it being reported 
that I was in no likelihood of recover 
her Mother's Importunities, my long Silence, 
her Imereſt, and the Frailty of her Nature, 
as being Woman, made her conſent to marry 
him; and to prevent his making a Diſcovery 
Of what had paſſed between her and me, her 
Mother took Care to have him and her two 
-other Sons-in-law, made ſo merry before Bed- 
time, that Celina paſſed for a ſpotleſs Virgin; 
and | often fmiled afterwards, to hear him 
'boaſt of bis Wife's Virtue. This News ſoog 
reached Provence; but my Mother took care 
that it was kept a Secret from me. ZR 
AtlaſtT recovered, and in two Months more 
grew able to walk in the Gardens. So ſoon as 
f could bear a Coach, I * returning to 
Paris, longing to ſee my adored Traytoreſs; 
but then my Mother was obliged to break 
the Matter to me with much Precantion. 
The News fo ſhocked me, that I relapſed, 
and was two Months more in my Bed: A 
laſt, Medicines cured my Fever, and Reaſon 
my Mind. 1 was much altered, and very 
weak; but now Revenge fired my Imagin®- 
2ion, and I would return to Paris in fg 4 
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al Perſuaſions to the contrary; ſo my Mother, 
Brother, and Siſter- in- law accompany'd' me 
thicher. I was much careſſed at my Arrival by 
my Uncle and all my Friends, who congratu- 
lated my Recovery, and feared to mention 
the falſe Celina to me; but TI talked of her 

myſelf with an Air of Contempt, and ſeem'd 
to applaud her Judgment in referring a robuſt 
healthy Lover to a feeble Skeleton. In fine, 
I ſo managed myſelf, that every body Fought 
me cured, and tho? I longed to have an Op- 
portunity to make her the bittereſt Reproaches 
alone, yet I had fo much Government of my 
Paſſion, and ſo much Reſpect for: her Honour 
and Peace, that I would not write a Line to 
her, leſt it ſhould fall into other Hauds and 
ruin her. Good Company and Diverſions help'd 
to recover me, ſo that in a little time I took 
an Opportunity to be carried in a Chair to the 
Minnims-Chapel, where the falſe Celine uſed 
often to go to Veſpers: I had an intimate 
Friendſhip with a good Father of that Society, 
end I prevailed on him to give a Letter 
into her own Hand, pretending it was given 
me by a dying Friend to give her; it contained 
cle Wads - | 8 


Cruel, Unkind CEL Txu, 


FAlſe and perjured as you are, my Soul 
adores you: Tour dying Lower begs, that 
you would grant him duly one Moment 's Inter- 
view, at the dear Place where he has fo — 
beretofore been bleſt with your ſaxget Com- 
Deny. Fear no. fil Treatment from .the fond 
= OY | | K#retch 
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Wretch you have ungone ; but if you hope foe 
2 or Repoſe, when Death, ſhall 7 
your Eyes, pity, and grant this laſt Reque 
that will be made you the Kent 


Miſerable, | 
Df. 


— 


Bur this Io ſoon as read: Your 
' "Homgur and Repoſe are dear 


le put it in ber Hand the next Morning 
after Prayetz, as. he was going to her Coach; 
and the ne Day .I heard that ſhe was ſick, 
and kept hex Bed. This alarmed me dreit+ | 
fully. My Reglentments were all vaniſhed by 
my Love, ang I repented tbat I had broke 
her Peace. It was above a Month before ſhe 
Was able to be carried abroad to take the Air 
in the Tuilleries. The next Day went thither, 
in hopes to have a fight of her, at the {ame 
Hour: I had not walked there long but 
I perceived her bringing in a Chair; I walked 
gently:by ber, :makivg. a low Bow as I paſt 
along. We were now both walking Gboſt 

fo pale, ſo meager, and ſo changed, that 
that looked upon us might perceive we were 
alike unhappy. She fainted in the Chair, 
which drew a Crowd about. it; on which 1 
withdrew, and throwing. myſelf into a Coach 
hurry'd home, where I threw myſelf upon 
my Bed, and, like a true Knight-Errant, - 
curſed my Stars, and raved and ſighed for my 
dear Celina, till I was rouſed. by my * 
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who uſhered a little Mercury to my Bedſide, 
who wanted a Word in private with me, and 
would not deliver his Meſſage to any Body 
elſe. It was the good Father's Boy, who had 
delivered my Letter to Celina; he put a Note 
into my Hand, which I no ſooner look d on, 
but with Joy and Tranſport I perceived it was 
my Charmer's Hand; it contained Words to 
this Effect: e Er 3g 


R Eaſon and Honour bid me never ſee on 
more in private: T own that T have 
greatly wronged you, and vndone myſelf; but 
tis too late to reflect on what is paſt; all I 
tan do is to repent my Fault. A private In- 
terview with you may perhaps make us ſtill 
more unhappy, but Love and Pity make it 
impoſſible for me to deny you. Oh you who 
know my Cu and are ſtill ſo tender of 
my Honour, help me to conquer my own 
Frailties, and ſhew me the Way to live as I 
ought, to love you-only as Honour will permit, 
and not to wrong the noble Alexander, who is 
10 Sharer in my "Guilt. On theſe Terms 1 
will this Evening, 'when he ſups abroad, on 
pretence of a Viſit, meet you at fix o Clock, 
at the Conſcious Chamber, ro take a laſt 
Farewel of your BIS 1 
50 Falſe, Undone, 
CELINA. 
I paid the Poſtage nobly, roſe from off my 


Bed as a Man who had received new Life; 
u fine, my Mother and Brother were ſurpriz 
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to ſee me ſo gay and brisk at Dinner: I count- 
ed every tedious Minute till the wiſhed-for 
Hour came, and was at the Chamber a full 
Hour. before the time; at laſt I heard her 
tripping up the Stairs, and ran to meet her 
with a leaping Heart: The Tears ran down her 
55 Cheeks, whilſt mine glowed with reviving 
lames: Inſhort the Peace was quickly made 
between us, for Love was Mediator in our 
Hearts, and from this happy Hour we were 
reconciled. We ſtaid together as long as ſhe 
could dare, and thought the joyful Minutes 
Hew too faſt ; at parting we contrived another 
Sivating.. + > 5 | 
And thus we paſt nine pleaſant Months 
without Diſcovery, in which I perfectly re- 
covered my Health, and ſhe fulfill'd the time 
of her Delivery, being with Child from near 
rhe time of our Reconciliation. When the 
time drew near, you may imagine how I was 
concerned, and what were her Husband's 
Thoughts and mine, for he was very tender 
of her as well as I, and pleaſed that ſhe was 
pregnont, which fhe had. not been before ! 
came to Paris. The laſt time that we met 
ſhe told me that ſhe found herſelf not well, 
and feared ſhe ſhould not ſee me any more 
till ſhe was up again. We took a tender 
Farewel, but did not think that it would prove 
a laſt Adieu. | | | 
Next Morning I was waked with the ſhrill 
diſmal Voice of him that cries the Dead who 
were departed in our Quarter that dreadful 
Night, who, ringing of bis Bell, * 
es Celina 


\ 
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Celina's Death *, for Heaven, who approves 
not of ſuch Deeds as hers and mine, had that 
fad Night taken her from the World and me. 
She was no ſooner got home but the Pangs of 
Child-birth ſeized her; all Help that could be 
got was ineffectual, and the Child and ſhe 
were loſt together. All thar could comfort 
me was, that ſhe had had the Rines of the 
Church before ſhe _— I had ſcarce put 
on my Cloaths, and had this ſad Relation from 
2 Servant I ſent to learn it, when the good 
Prieſt; a Man of great Integrity and holy Life 
came up, and entering my Chamber, crave 
Leave to be private with me for ſome Mo- 
ments; I ſhut the Door, and ſitting down 
was entertained: with the laſt Words of my 
departed Celiua, in Terms fo pious, fo repen- 
rant, as would have pierced the Soul of the 
moſt daring Sinner: He made me an Exhor- 
tation of an Hour long, which I heard with 
the utmoſt Attention; in which he ſhewed 
the Danger of ſuch Crimes, and the Event, 
with ſuch Eloquence and Piety, as filled me 
with a juſt Senſe of my Fault and hers; ſo 
that I grew reſigned to Heaven's Will, and 
degan to think of leading a new Life. Tbis 
= Man often viſted me, during ſome 
Months that I was fick, and had he not died 
juſt after my Recovery, I believe I ſhould 
have become a very good Chriſtian; but he 


1 


— 2 


 * 'Tis the Cuſtom in France for the B-llman in each 
Quarter of the Cities and Towns, to proclaim who is 
dead the preceeding Night, and atk the Peoples Prayers 
For the Repoſe of their Souls- | 
dying 
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dying, and Health returning, I fell into my 
former Follies. And muſt now entertain you 
with ſome more of my youthful Adventures, 
before Madam de Londe made a Convert of 
—- | T2 OTE 
One of my wild Companions, named Grand- 
pre, a Man of a good Family amongſt the 
Citfzens, courted a young Woman of the ſame 
Rank, and brought me acquainted with ber: 
He had viſited her a great while before I faw 
her, and filled my Ears with her Praiſes; com- 
mending ſometimes her Beauty, at others, 
her Shape, her Voice, her Wit and Beha- 
viour; ſo that he made me have a Mind to fee 
her, and 1 went along with him; and Madam 
Recard (for that was her Name) and I be- 
came preſently- acquainted ; and I quickly 
obſerved a Levity in her Temper, and a Free- 
dom that pleaſed me, but at the ſame time 
informed me what the was; and J made a 
2 Progreſs in a few Viſits than he in all 
is Acquaintance with her; for ſhe was a very 
vicious Woman, and gratify d her Inclinations 
in a private Manner, without letting her 
Lovers into the Secret, or troubling them, 
in hopes to gain a Husband; fo that, to a Man: 
unskilled in ſuch Kind of Creatures, ſhe paſſed 
for a chaſte Lucretia, but to a lan like me, 
who was too well acquainted with Ladies of 2 
looſe Behaviour, it was eaſy to- difcover 
what ſhe was. So 1 reſolved to enjoy her for 
two Reafons; firſt, becauſe 1 liked her, and 
next, becauſe I would prevent my Friend's 
Ruin, by convincing him of her being a - 
| e : | dhe 
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She was moderately tall, not very fair, had a 
ene Mouth, and very good Teeth, hazle Eyes: 
rhat ſparkled in your Face ; ſhe was ſomewhat 
pale, her Neck and Breaſt were moſt inviting ; 
the had a melting ſoft Air. And I no ſooner ſaw 
her but I judged, by all theſe Signs, that ſhe 
was much inclined to Love. . 
Gerandpre was a very worthy, honeſt Gentle- 
man, and my intimate Friend, and therefore 
I told him my Thoughts. He told me I was 
not a good Judge of Faces; and that ſhe was 
one of the moſt diſcreet and virtuous young 
Women in Paris. - Tis in vain to attempt to 
make a Man in love think amiſs of his Miſtreſs, 
without convincing Proofs of her Falſehood; 
ſo I reſolved to watch her Actions more nar- 
rowly than he did, and to endeavour to make 
Advantage of her Weakneſs; and though 
the Deſcription I have given you of her, does 
not ſpeak a very beautiful Woman, yet I do 
aſſure you, ſhe was a very charming, lovely 
Perſon, and well deſerved the intire Affection 
of any honeſt Gentleman, if ſhe had been 
virtuous. I viſited her very often, and did not 
ule taoſe ſerious, reſpectful Airs that I ſhould 
have uſed with another; but I was very free 
in my Behaviour, took great Liberties, kiſs d 
and-toy'd with her, and in leſs than a Month 
could put my Hand into her Boſom, embrace 
and kiſs her at Pleaſure, when we were alone 
but in Publick I was very demure, and would 
have ſcrupled to touch her little Finger, or 
ipeak an immodeſt Word; but when we were 
alone, I ſaid and did almoſt any thing, except 
what was criminal; which ſhe gave me _ 
— Op- 
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„ to do; for I found ſhe was afraif 
of her .own Weakneſs, and had another De- 
ſign upon me. OT 
One Day, as we were fitting together on : 
Couch where ſhe was:working, being both in 
a very gay Humour, and no Creature in 
hearing, the Servants being gone to Dinner, f 
took greater Freedoms than ever in play; and 
fo kifled and tumbled: her, that I perceived 
Love glowing in her Eyes, and that I had 
warmed the Kind conſenting Fair to meet my 
Love: I took herin my Arms, flew to an in- 
ward Room. to throw her on the Bed, when 
as the Devil would have it, her Maid enteral 
the other Room, to tell ber my Friend 
Grandpre was below; a Kindneſs to me as it 
proved, but at that time no ſmall Diſappoint- 
ment. The Maid no doubt, by our Diſorder, 
ueſſed ſomething of the Matter; for my Mi- 


ftreſs looked pale with Fear, and i, red as Scar- 


let with Rage and Fury. We put ourſelves in 
the beſt Order we could, to receive her de- 
ceived Lover; and I ſoon took Leave, pre- 
tending Buſineſs, and left them together. It was 
about a Month before ever I could find her 
alone again: We. often whiſpered together, 
but her Maid never left us; and in one of theſe 
private Converſations ſhe was ſo kind as to 


tell me, That ſhe loved me tenderly and ſin- 


cerely, and ſhould think herſelf very nappy 0 
pug reſt of her Days in my Arms: That 

e-deubted not of my Love to her; and that 
if would ask her Mother's Conſent. to marry: 
her, ſhe would uſe all her Intereſt with ber to 


obtain it, and doubted not but we ſhould ſoon 


be married. This Propoſal made me tremble; 
had not ſo ſoon forgot my dear Celina, and 
ſcorned to take a Creature in her room ſo much 
below her in all things; a Wretch that was 
falſe to my Friend, and could be true to none: 
"Twas à fine Offer indeed, and my Honour 
and Reputation had been very ſafe in ſuch 
Hands; but I diſſembled my Thoughts, and 
told her, I was extremely troubled that I 
could not accept of ſo generous an Offer; 
but that [ very much depended on my Mother 


and Family, to be eſtabliſhed in the World, 


and ſhould be diſ- inherited if I diſobli 


them; nay, that they had already propoſed a 


Perſon to me, made me promiſe to have 
ber: But that if ſhe would accept of a firm 
Promiſe from my Mouth, and credit me, I 
would be hers all my Life-time, if ſhe con- 
tinued true to me; and find Means to break 
with the Lady my Friends propoſed to me. 
This I rhought I might boldly promiſe, being 
aſſured ſhe would ſoon give me juſt Cauſe to 
break with her. She ſaw very well I was too 
cunning to be catched, and only fooled her, ſo 
ſhe was fo ſubtle as to reſolve to turn to Grand- 
pre, who was leſs wary, and loved her; and 
to make her court to him, ſacrificed' me, by 
acquainting him when he came next, That I 
had made Love to her, and offered to promiſe 
her — He came to me, and asd me 
very candidly, if I really thought of marrying 
ner. I told him, he very well knew that Fhad 
no Deſign of marrying any Body as yet, 


nor perhaps ever. Then, ſaid he, I beg that 


Jou would not court her any more; if you 
have 
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have really a Mind to her, I love you ſo well 
that rather than ſee you unhappy, 4 will refer 


der to you, not doubting but it will be for her 


Advantage, ſince you are in all things pre- 
ferable to me; but if that be not your Be. 
fign, I beg that you would ceaſe to viſit her; 
leſt you gain her Affection, and make ws. all 
wretched. N him I would go there 
no more, an 

kept my Word; nay I ſtrove to convince him 
of her Want of Virtue, and after having made 
him ſwear to keep the Secret, I related to him 


all that had pats between his Miſtreſs and me. 


But he made the beſt Conſtruction of all, and 


feemed not to believe ſhe was ill inclined, or 


meant any Harm; and the had, in all Ap- 


pearance, been now his, Wife, if it had not 
been for a ſtrange Accident. 11 
In the Time of my former Debaucheries, I 

was got acquainted. with all the Bawds of 
Note about Paris, and tho? it was above three 


Places, yet I did not forget where they lived: 
There was one of the famous Procureſſes 
V bo lived behind the * Quinze wingts, in the 
Rue St. Vincuire, her Name was d Elorme, ſhe 
kept a Houſe which was not very large. 
One Day I was going by the Door all alone, 
and ſaw the virtuous Madam Recard coming 
out; I thought I was miſtaken, but I followe 
her cloſe, and paſſing her in the Rue St. 


Honore, I was certain it was ſhe. I returned 


An Hoſpital at Pali, where three hundred po 
_ #lind People are maintained on the Foundation, 


"im- 


with a very good Will, and! 


FLY „ 
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immediately to 4 Elorme's, who preſently knew 
— . me, as one of ——— 
with Joy. I asked her how trading went ? 
and what new Game the had? Wiorſe and 
worſe, ſaid ſbe; and then inveighed bitterly - 
againſt the Lieutenant of the Police, and the 
reſt of the Officers of Juſtice, and the ſevere 
Orders that were made in the City againſt ſuch 
good People as ſhe Was. But I put a Stop to 
her Diſcourſe, by asking if ſhe had not ſome 
pretty Girl that was but newly: entered into 
that Way of Buſineſs, and not too common, 
which a Man might be free withal, without 
endangering . his Health. Ah! ſai4 ſhe, if 
you had come but a little ſooner, you had 
found what would have done your Buſinefs 
rarely; here was one went hence, not an 
Hour ago, that is a very ſweet young Lady, 
and does not take any ey, the is above 
that; ſhe comes here for her Diverſion only, 
and I don't put her into any body's Hands 
but ſuch fine Gentlemen as you are, and ſuch 
as I can anſwer wort injure her Health; for 
ſhetakes no Money, and therefore is very 
rious to get no Harm. I Jeon knew the 
meant the charming Recard, and I had a Mind 
to enjoy her, and to have ſuch a fair Op- 
1 to undeceive my Friend, whom 
loved too well to let him wed ſuch a vile 
2 1 ſo I N what to do. The 
young Lady, faid I, is in the right of it, to 
take her Prada and 1 mas: it: Pray 
does ſhe come often hither? Yes, . ſaid ſbe, 
he will be here again to-morrow Morning at 

| _ Nan She _ here ta Day above 
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an Hour, to wait a Gentleman's Coming, who 


| ar _ ſhe won't have to do with 
body but ſuch as I pick out for her. Ant 
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had wer he me to be here; for, as 1 told 
Ee 


can't you ſend for her now? ſaid I. No, ſaid 
e, I don't know who ſhe is, or where ſhe 


lives; for ſhe comes here only becauſe one of - 


my Friends is out of Town, whoſe Houſe ſhe 
frequented ; I only knowy chat the is a Perſon 
of a good Family, and therefore takes all the 


Care imaginable not to be known. Are you 


ſure ſhe will be hereto-morrow? ſaid J. Ye, 
what I am, ſaid ſbe, the is not uſed to brek 
her Word; nay, ſhe has given me a Crown 


to provide Breakfaſt againſt fhe comes; ſhe - 
values not Money, but Pleaſure: She's a noble 


ady, take my Word. L will be here, /aid 1, 
Faith and Troth I long to be acquainted with 
Her; I ſwear T am ſound, viſit me if you 

eaſe. No, ne, ſaid ſbe, I know 200.008 
Gentleman that uſe no common Creatures, 
Flltake your Word, and ſhall be proud to bring 
you together. Here, faid I, take this, giving 
ber & Piſtole, provide us a good Collation; and 
if the Lady be what you pretend, aſſure 1 
felf Pl] be grateful: You know me. Ie, 
Heavens bleſs you, Sir, faid ſbe, indeed I do. 

ford I, be ſure to be very ſecret: | 
arp about marrying a Lady hard by, and there- 
Ffoxe would — ſeen by any body; tae 
care cherefore that no body be in the Way 
when Nome; and as ſhe will norgtell her 
Name, pray conceal mine from her ; tell bet 


only, I am one of your Friends. Take 10 


Care, ſaid ſbe, Ell manage all to your Conn 
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2 vou come, and all ſhall be ready. So L 
. * the next Morning, but re- 
Gived to be there ſooner, for fear of miſſing 
my modeſt Hy pocrite. | | | 
went that lame Night to look for Grandpre; 

ind found him at his Miſtreſs, billing and 
courting, whilſt ſhe was cunningly working him 
upto her Purpoſe. I told him I had _— 
of Moment to ſay to him, and deſired he woul 
call upon me as he went home; and that I would 
wait for him. He promiſed he would, and 
kept his Word. 4 


ſaid be, at entring my Chamber. Tis not to 
ſerve myſelf, ſaid T, chat I want you at this 
time; but to ſerve you: You are one of m 

Friends, whom I moſt reſpect, and whom k 


Ss KAS > S > > K 


1 ſtudy to oblige : You love a pretty Woman 1 
ith know, and all _ ougkt to be in common 
'Ou amongſt Friends; 1 have an Aſſignation to- 


es morrow Morning with: a charming Creature, 
— 2 | —_— _ you a 9 in my Plea- 
res. I am muc iged to you, [aid he 

10 but I dare not mug Ria at na becauſe 
Madam Recard and I are to be married in 3 
on Weeks time, and therefore L muſt take care of 
by my Health. I commend you, ſaid I, but if 
25 you ſaw my Miſtreſs you would be of another 
bo Mind; but however, do not deny me your 


| own Weakneſs, and dare not venture the 


Tempration. Troth you are a very great 
Cully at preſent, faid I, being a ll. angry, 


diſcover 


0 J 


hat is there to be done for your Service > 7 


Company, you may ſee her without Danger. 
beg you to excuſe me, ſaid he, I know N 


ptomiſe me only” * be ſecret, and 1 will 
2 
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diſcover ſomething chat is of the utmoſt Conſe. 
quence to you. I promiſe that; ſaid he. Wel 

then, ſaid I do as you pleaſe; but the Lady 
I tell you of, is no other but your virtuous 
Miſtreſs, the charming Madam Recard. Pray, 
Monſietir du Puis, ſaid be, do not fay ſuch 
things unleſs 77. were able to prove them; 
fuch Jeſts as theſe have often cauſed Feuds 
between the deareſt Friends, and made Bro- 
thers cut one another's Throats. I have no 
Deſign to quarrel with, but to fave you, ſaid 1, 
from Ruin and Diſhonour; and I will give 
you the moſt convincing Proofs of her Baſe- 
nels, in letting you yourſelf find her in a Bro- 
thel, if you will but go along with me. Is it 
poſſible? ſaid he, much diſordered. Les, ſaid 
. Then I told him all that IJ had ſeen and 
Heard tbat Day. After which he inveighed 
bitterly againſt her, and tenderly lamented 
his Misfortune for above two Hours, whilſt 1 
ſtrove to comfort him all I was able. Do you 
think, ſaid he; that we ſhall ſurprize her? 
fure the will be too ſubtle. Do you but do as 
I would have you, ſaid I, and I make no doubt 
but to do it: You muſt not appear when ſhe 
firſt enters the Room, and we muſt get to the 
Houſe before her. I made him ſup and lie 
with me, that I might be ſecured that he did 
not give her the leaſt Notice of his knowingany 
thing of the matter, ' ſeeing him in fo great 2 
Paſſion, and fearing leſt it might urge him to 
£0 to her, to vent it. The 1 thought it proper 
to let my Footman into our Deſign, whoſe Fi- 
15 I was aſſured of, and directed him what to 
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We did not riſe the next Morning till near 
ten of the Clock, and being dreſſed, went 
directly to 4 Elorme s. My Footman places 
himſelf in the Tayernjuſt over- right the Houſe 
to watch her coming, being to give us a Sign 
by whiſtling, when ſhe appear'd, that my Friend 
might hide himſelf. Grandprè and I went up 
into a Bed=chamber, and TI told the Bawd my 
Friend and J having both a Mind to divert our 
ſelves, ſhe muſt therefore ſend for another 
Lady for him, whom the could anſwer for; 
and the ſoon brought us a very pretty Wo- 


man who was a Wife, and one I was: very 


well acquainted. withal, whom ſhe had ſent 
for, but I ſhall not mention her Name, to ex- 
pole her, becauſe ſhe is ſince reformed.; 
whereas Mrs. Recard, afrer getting a, very 
honeſt Husband, has always lived a very vi- 
cious Life, and is now a common Strum 

and a ſecond Meſſalina. Bur I muſt tell you, 
this married Lady was terribly ſurprized at the 
dizht of me, and begged I would not diſcover 
the Secret; which 1 promiſed I would not. 
Granapr was very impatient, and the Clock 
having ſtruck Eleven, I began to be the ſame; 


and to fear ſomething had prevented her come=- 


ing; but my Pain was ſoon at an End, for I 
heard my Footman whiſtle, a Sign the Nym n 
Was at hand. On which Granapr“ and the 
marry d Lady hid themſelves behind the Bed- 
Curtains, on the dark fide of the Bed, and I 
threw myſelf into an Eaſy-Chair by the Fire- 
hide, it being cold Weather, with my Back to 
tne Door, wy drawn the Window-Cur- 
Boom; I held a Book in 

13 e 
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my Hand, as reading it; I had put on 4 800. 
Cloaths 1 did — uſe to — "The dave 
and Nymph entered the Room, and 4 Elorme 
miſſing my Friend and his Miſtreſs, imagined 
they were on the Bed, and ſaid, Well, well 
Jam glad ro ſee your Friend finds the Lady 
co his Mind; here is one will pleaſe you x; 
well, I doubt not; you ma with her 
J aſſure you, you'll get no Harm. At theſe 
Words I roſe, and taking the Lady by the 
Hand ſaluted her, want of Light preventing 
her knowing of me; and in order to be better 
acquainted with her, put my Hand in her Bo- 
Fom, and elſewhere ;- to which ſhe made no 
Reſiſtance, but kiſs d me again. Nay, but you 
muſt ſee your Miſtreſs, ſuid the Baud, ſhe is 
Handfome enough, and need not bluſh to 
thew her Face. At theſe Words ſhe opened 
one of the Window-Curtains, and tho you 
may believe I was not ſurprized, yet my fine 
Miſtreſs was, and ſcreamed out, Ah! my 
God! Ay and mine too, ſaid J, you ſhan't 
eſcape. At theſe Words I ran and locked the 
Door, and then came back to her, who was 
Fallen into the Eafy - Chair half dead, and 
' wept like a 2 Sinner catched in the 
Fak. I did net think to have bad the Plez- 
ſure of ſeeing you in ſuch a reputable Place as 


this, ſaid I, Madam; but we did neither of 


us come here for nothing I am certain; crj- 
ing is not our Buſineſs at this time, but Mirth: 
Cote, come, lay afide Sadneſs, I hope we 
hart be diſappointed in our Expectations; 
22 will, I believe, like your Man as well as 


do my Tou know «the Art of 
do my Woman. Tou 5 
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Pleafing I find. O how unfortunate am 11 


faid ſhe. Not at all, ſaid I, you know you 


loved me ſo well you offered to marry me, and 


| tho I did not like you for a Wife, Ido for a 


Miſtreſs. Go, ſaid I re d Elorme, Mademoi- 
ſelle's Crown ought not to be loſt, pray _ 
in ſomething to eat; and pray Madam, aid 
10 my Miſtreſs, fit down to the Table, we'll 
talk of other things by and by; ſo 1 
took off her Hood, Scarf, and Gloves. 

When d*Elorme went out to fetch in the 
Treat, Madam Recard would have gone our 
along with her, but I held her Faſt: Softly, my 
ſweet Lady, ſaid I, there is here another Face 
that you muſt ſee. . So I double-locked the 
Door, and brought her back to the Table. 
I: is time to appear, Sir, ſaid I, come forih 
Monſieur Sn here is your virtuous 
Miſtreſs who is to be your Wife, as tame as a 
Lamb, and ready to oblige you without trouble 
ing a prieſt. At the Name of Grandpre', 
who came out with his Sword drawn, as if he 
meant to kill her, ſhe gave a great Shriek, 
and fell down in a Swoon.z at which we all 
laughed. D*Elorme, who was come, and ſtood 
on the out- ſide of the Door, made a confound- 
ed Noiſe to be let in; fo I took up the frighted 
Lady, who was come to herſelf again, and 
crying, and ſobbing as if her Heart would 
_ 2 . — 8 — 

en 1 Opened the Doos, and letting in tt 
Bawdinformed her of the Matter. p which 
anew Comedy began, which was to hear the 


old Procureſs, who lived by other Peoples 
dine, preach Reformation to hex Daughter-in- 


14 Iniquity 
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Iniquity, and read her ſuch a Lecture as wol 


have become the Mouth of a good Preacher 
much better than hers. All this took up Time, 
2 — it was te, — J ordered Dinner to be 
rought in, and made ev fit down to 
Table. Madam — expel throw her- 
felf at Grnazdpre”s Feet, to ask him Pardon: 
but he puſh'd her from him with Scorn. | 
comforted her in a very comical Manner, and 
made her ſit down and eat againſt her Wil; 
and Grandpre, being now cured of his Folly, 
and recovered from tis Paſſion, eat and drank 
heartily, and the Glaſs went round, tho the 
Ladies were very ill-pleaſed I am certain, 
After Dinner I told Grandpre; that he muſt 
not be ſo uncivil as to let the Ladies go 
away diflatisfy'd ; and that T hoped he would 
make himſelf amends for all the Trouble his 
coy Miſtreſs had put him to in his Courtſhip 
of her, being ſure ſhe would make no Diffi- 
culty to oblige him. He gave her a Kils, 


led her to the Bed, whither ſhe went very 


willingly, and laying her down, ſpit in her 
F as left — Lou are too vile 
For an honeſt Man to touch. At this I went 
to her, and ſo ridiculed her, that at laſt he 
deſired me to give over; and then in a very 
ſerious Manner, gave her good Advice, as [did 
to the other, aud ſo we took Leave; and pro- 
miſed never to expoſe them, on Condition 


that they would amend their Lives, which, if 


ſhe had done, it had ſtill been a Secret. 80 
we went away, I much diverted, and he in- 
tirely cured of his Love: And thus I ſaved my 
Friend from Ruin and Diſhonour. 
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1 could now entertain you with what con- 
cerns Gallouin, who about this time entered 
into a religious Life; but I ſhall defer. this 
Diſcourſe till I come to. relate what concerns 
bis Siſter Madam de Londs and me, becauſe 
the two Hiſtories are ſo inter woven together 
they cannot be ſeparated; and therefore L 
mult firſt tell you of an Adventure that hap- 
pen d to me with a Widow, whoſe Name you 
will permit me to conceal, becauſe of the 
genteel Manner in which our Converſation 
ended; the Tenderneſs and Fidelity that we 
had one for another, and the Friendſhip which 
ſtill ſurvived between us, all which obliges me 
never to diſcover the Secret; which tho it 
began by a wanton Conyerſe, yet has ended 
virtuouſly and nobly; and I muſt cenfeſs that 
I owe my Converſion from a vicious Life to 
this excellent Woman, who, drew me out of 
ill Company, and in the End reclaimed ma 
from all my Vi 4 e Ian hone 

A Bill of Exchange which my Brother ſent 
me, obliged me to go to a great Banker 8, 
on whom it was drawn, to receive it; where 
I was feign to ſtay a-while before I could ſpeak 
with bim, by reaſon he was buſy with ſome 
People belonging to the Court, to remit Money 
for the Publick. Uſe on the Frontiers: I ſtood 
leaning on a Window that looked into a Gar- 
den ſomething lower, and. under it there was 
alittle Arbour, ſo covered with a Vine that it 
prevented any Perſon's being ſeen that was in 
it, by thoſe above; but . it did not hinder .me. 


from hearing the Vaices,.and-all that was ſaid 


by two Women who were ſitting there. They 
TL. 15 Were 


15 De 1.LV3TKIOVUS 
were talking of their Husbands, one of whom 
Was, I found, dead, the other living: _ 
were Siſters; and the Banker's Wife, w 


'Husband was living, complained to her Siſter, 


"who had been fix Months a Widow, that her 
Husband was very debauched, and run after 
ther Women: Alas! Jaid ſve, my dear Sif- 
tter, can any Woman be more unhappy than] 

am? my Husband loved me to DiſtraCtion be- 
fore we were —— as you yourſelf can 
w neſs; What could a Man do more than he 
Aid, to aſſure me of his Fideliry? and now, 
*Hho' it is not à full Year ſince we were marry'd; 
'he runs after ether Women, ſuch as are much 
"my Weriors in Perſon and every thing elſe; 

my Servant-Maids cannot eſcape him. 
Alas! my dear Child, Jad the Widow, tis the 


* of THO to love er — 
'be prone to Inconſtaney; uny ! 
the ſame Frailries, tho' :not {© prblickly. 1 


"winked: at his Failmgs, well knowing that he 
would at laſt return, and be aſhamed of his 
End abbey are Men oF Bemis und beg 
End, if they are R *Benfe, and have goo 
Wives. "Caſtor has made fuch Faults be 
looked on in Men as trifling Overſights; but 
tis not. ſo with our Sex, we are obliged to be 
virtuous, or be abhorred; und indeed tis ou 
_ Intereſt WI fo, for &fe — 
hon Gl: We 2 be taken Care of, and 
know Comfort, but feldoms finds our Expectt- 
tions anſwered : Were it not for the Worlds 
Cenſures, that Woman would de happieſt who, 
not being able to be content with a Engle — 
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could make Choice of a Man, her Equal in 
Birth and Inferior in Fortune, to be ber Gab 
lant; that his Intereſt might keep him humble 
and obliging, and then the would be treated 
kindly and civilly:;.. bur Cuſtom forbids it. 
For my Part: I have behaved myſelf to- 
lerably in a married State, and as yet kept 
my Virtue, by not 

Tam now'a Widow, 

lameleſs; but if I find any Incli- 
nation to my Condition, III. not re- 
fuſe a good Offer; my Fortune is conſiderable 
enough to procure me a Man of Worth; and 
Ladviſe you to treat your Husband gently, 
make him no bitter Reproaches or receive him 
coldly, but try to regain his Love by con- 
vincing him you are more kind and 
than all his Harlots. 3 CY 

I was much pleaſed with this Widow's Diſ- 
coutſe und a Fancy took me to endeavoar 
to ſee theſe Ladies Faces, and to get into their 
wagon ſo I went into the — 5 
Walk, and them fitting together, 5 
dittinguiſhed the Widow by ber Dreſs ; Ihe 
Was 2 very beautiful Woman, and chat little 
of her Har which. appeared was black as her 
Weed, her Skin was white as Snow, the had 
the fineſt Mouth and Teeth I ever ſaw, lovely 
black Eyes that ſparkled in yo Face; ber 
Neck and Hands exceeded Art for Shape and 
Colour; her Beauty dazled me, and I Was in- 
finitely charmed with her Perſon, as I had been 
'defore with her Senſe : She ſeemed not to 
look fad, but rather of a pleaſant, 


iDour , her Siſter _ a.vefy fine Woman, 


but. 
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bix the Widow caught my Heart; * I would | 
wes have fupply'd the other Lady's Hu. 
band lace if ſhe had been willing, and made 
"her Reparation for his Coldneſs to her; ſhe 
Was about three Years younger than the Wi. 
dow, being about Nineteen, and the Widoy 
Was two and Twenty; ſhe was complete) 
dreſs d in Half-menrning, but lop d more fad 
than the inchanting Wi ow with whom Ins 
now in Love. I made the Round of the Cu- 
den, to have a full View of the Ladies, de. 
ſigning eo ſpeak to them when I came up 
che Arbour, but they roſe and went into the 
'Parlonr. Their Stature and Shape equallel 
-their Faces, but the Widow was the. talleft, 
and bad a far more graceful Air and Gait 
Than her Sſſter. I asked à Footman, at my 
Leaving the Garden, who theſe two Ladies 
were? he told me, * the Widow's Name, 
and alſo Where The lived. So I went and 
poke to the Banker his Maſter, rekxived a 
Money on the Note, and left the _ 
With a Heart filled with a new Paſhon. 
I went chat very Night into the Street 2 
che Widow lived, and ſupped with a Friend 
= a Tavern near her —— e, and T by _ 
ree or four s following, ſtill mu 
how to get ſe with her; but coul 
And · out no plaufible Means to do it. 
I conſulted my Man 'Poitiers, who had be 
'Fore aſſiſted me in my Love- Affairs: He mY. 
poſed twenty Things, butTdid not approvedf 
any of them : At Ar fat he” told me, he 
thought of a Way to bring us together: There 
* N A Ss Er chat carries = 
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0 this Widow, and ſhe is very big with Child, 
ready I believe to lye-in ; I know her, and I 
will go to her this Evening, and tell her 1 
have prevailed with you to ſtand Godfather to 
her Child, if The, can but get that Widow- 
Lady to ſtand Godmother ; ſhe will toon gueſs 
my Meaning, and I warrant ſhe'll bring it 
about in hopes to get a good Preſent. And 
ſhe ſhall have it, 1 aid I, Pl promiſe you: 
Tell her I'll find the Treat, and pay her nobly. 
Let me alone, Sir, ſaid he, III about it 
ſtrait. He did ſo, and four Days after brought 
the poor Woman's Husband to ask the Favour 
of me, the Child being born; he made abun- 
dance of Bows and Scrapes to thank me, 
and my Man did the ſame. Then I asked 
who was to be Godmother ?. and he told me, 
the fine Widow, that ſhe had that Day been 
ſo good as to promiſe it. So I ſent my Man 
along with him to her, and ſhe.asked my Man 
if his Maſter, that was: to ſtand with her, was 
a Man of Quality? He ſaid, Ves; and that 
Thad ſent him to Tee if the Lady was worth 
my while to come to; for otherwiſe, ſaid be 
Madam, he wont come, I aſſure you. Oh! 
very well, ſaid ſbe, then he, I find, confidesin 
your * Yes, aid be, he knows I can 
diſtinguiſh a fine Woman, and I dare anſwer 
bell come to fetch you with Pleaſure. Tou 
think me handſome then, ſaid ſſe. Yes, 
; E he, as an Angel; and my Maſter told me 
he would not ſtand Godfather, if his Partner 
were not handſome. She laughed: Nay, ;ſaid 
Poitiers, Tam certain my Maſter will find you 
den times more Charming than I do, ng. = 


20s Dye II LUS TRTrOoον 
he has much more Wir and Judgmene tha 


have; and being bleſt with your 
tion, "which webe a 41 Wretc 11 am ug 


Rows ee de will be ſoon 2 U gt 
Very fine and heroick 
26. ideas | affare you ; you iy 


the Part of Sancho v and nb 
your Mafter is neatly 2 85 

who has fo polite a a 
But, to finiſh my Emba 


Be, what Hour 'Thallmy New 2 on . 


A be bine. + this Evening, [1 Jac 4 Fo 
de 


x the de Fr hol die with Impatience. 
Well then, aid ſbe, about three this Aftet- 
"noon, if be rbinks it worth the while to 
come. Poitiers came back to'me with this 
Meſſage, and related all the Converſation, 
with which? was much diverted. 1 knew tis 
Abili duch Mffairs, for which 
. im, . ] left the whole Care cf 
iding the rear to hinz for which I gave 
em Min % and he . 29 "himſelf even 
r He faid he bad 
found n ;dow in s Diffubille: but hedoubt- 
ed. not but The would dreſs herſelf as :tnagni- 
Kcently as The could aut I:came;' and i 
zaffare you I did the 7 Gel put myſelf to 
tthe beſt Advantage Jefired im my! 
0 {eod'ine her Coach ant Sermints, fd I went 
eto the Widow's with my Coach and three Foot 
men behind it, as gfand as a Mareſchal-of 
France: Poltiers ferved as Maſter of the Gers- 
ene, ae me 0 her. 


Sore to en 
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1 muſt own to my Shame, that I was fo 
aſtoniſhed with her Beauty, that J could ſcarce 
fay a Word when I came to ſalute her. She 
ifinterpretel my Silence, or at leaſt ſeemed 
to do ſo: Your Servant, 'Sir, Jaid ſbe, has I 
find deceived you — , and repreſented me ſo dif- 
ferent from w N90 N find me, that on 
your coming Madam, faid he conld 
| 2 ſpeak . balf 1 find you : you excel all 
the moſt beautiful Wornen I ever faw in my 
Life, and yet 1 22 faw you, 
for I find that *tis im poſſible to dee and 
tat l muſt be your Slave for Li it you 
treat me unkindly, l am doom d to be wrerehed 
or at leaſt to be a Vaſſal ro your Will. Dort 
de afraid, ſzid fhe, I neyer keep a Lover againſt 
his Will. This br on a agreeable 
Converſation, and I f ad her Wit 
ber Beauty; me ended the Diſcourſe with 
Tying, You did not come here to chat of 
Love, De ne along with me for ſomething 
of far cr ſequence, that is, to ba 
A kee and we will 
whew you pleaſe, I ked her to her Coac 
and went into it with her; mine follow 
empty. The Child was chriſtned, and the 
ae 
was fo magnifictent, idow was 
1 and tho the fai nothing, 4 was 
ed to fee that ſhe was i{enfible that all 
Things had been concerted, and that I had 


dons theſe youu People — _ og 


Obtain her cquaintance. 
ebild a Preſent g of a — Joe "after: 
"Ved ber back to * and wer hom 
| ong 
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along with her, where I ſtaid a conſidersh! 
time, and at laſt obtained the Favour of her = 
give me Leave to viſit her, which I did con- 
ntly every Day afterwards for a great while; 
for being a Widow, and intirely Miſtreſs of 
herſelf, ſhe received what Company ſhe liked, 
and in a little Time I became very familiar 
with her, and ſoon ſaw with Pleaſure that ſhe 
did not diſlike me; and I found her every 
Day more charming, and grew to love her to 
the laſt Degree. She bad a great deal of Ac- 
— that viſited her, amongſt whom 
there were ſome who had Reaſon to wiſh they 
had never come there, becauſe they loſt their 
Hearts; but I ſhall not mention any of their 
Names, leſt it ſhould. give Light into hers: But 
theſe ſhe got rid of at Pleaſnre. I nſed 
the ſame Method with her that I did with 
Madam Recard, that is, I was very modeſt 
and W in publick, but in private I took 
great Liberties, and talked: looſely ;. yet did 
not proceed ſo far as I did with her, but 
Need and ray'd, il he de off al th 
Reſervedneſs that the uſed to leſs daring 
I Was now of Age, and Maſter of myſelf 
and Fortune; ſhe was every thing Ic 
wiſh or expect in a Wife, both as to Peron 
and Fortune, but. I reſoſved to make ſure of 
her before I mentioned it to my Mother or 
Family, Sbe was young and perfeckiy hand 
dome, had a vaſt deal af good Senſe, anda great 
Fortune; ſhe had but one Child, which was a 
little Girl of a Year and balf old; ſhe Mas 
e Widow of a great Banker, 2 — 
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good Family, whoſe Father, and himſelf, were 
rhaps gone to the Devil for the Riches they 
had amaſſed, and had enobled themſelves Df 
the great Employments they had purchaſed. 
And yet, tho' I found the loved me to the 
greateſt Degree, ſhe would not conſent to be 
married, becauſe ſhe had made a Reſolution, 
as ſhepretended, to live always Miſtreſs of her- 


ſelf; and the Sequel will ſhew you her true 


Character. ö | ny | 
She had been a Widow about ten Months, 
and I had viſited her between three and four; 
when it happened that one Day, as I was at 
her Houſe with ſome Company, they talked of 
a Widow that was with Child, but not mar- 
ried again; every Body ſpake their Opinion: 
It was reported, that her Gallant had gained 
his Point by promiſing her Marriage; and that 
inſtead of keeping his Word, he was the firſt 
to divulge the Secret, and make a Jeſt of her. 
1 hey took up the Diſcourſe, with a De- 
ſign to ſecure my Intereſt with my charming 
Miſtreſs : I firſt pitied the Lady, and then 


fell into bitter Invectives againſt her falſe 


(Gallant, and treated him as the greateſt of 
Villains, Iam not, *tis true, a Woman, ſaid 
J. but if I were, and had fallen into ſuch a 
Weakneſs as to yield to a Man on ſuch Terms, 
Which the moſt virtuous Woman in the World 
may do with a Man the loves, and he had had 
the Baſeneſs to betray, diſgrace, and de- 
pile me, not keeping his Promiſe of marrying 
me; nay, if he had but uttered half a 
Word of what had paſt between us, he might 
-allure himſelf that if I were ſure to ſuffer the 
5 2 greateſt 
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F and die by the Hands fm 


xecutioner, yet I would have my Revenge, 
and nothing leſs than his Life ſhould ſatis 
me; and 1 would either kill him myſel, 
or hire ſome body that fhould do it. Alas 
ſaid I, no honeſt Man can ever make a boat 
of having overcome a feeble Woman; ti 
baſe, and beneath a Man of Senſe or Honour 
and I fo much deteſt ſuch an Action, that 
myſelf am ready to take Lady's Part Oh 
ſuch an Occaſion, and to chaſtize the Villain 


that defames her, tho? I never ſaw her. Juſt 


as I ſpoke theſe Words, the very Man entered 
the Room, of whom we had - peaking 
Who was the Widow's deceaſed E 's 


Brother, and had ſettled in the Country in 


Pr and had there played this Trick 

Wich the Widow we were talking about, and 

_ ng deceived her, was come to Paris, wh 
er 

I had never ſeen him before; he was 8 

hand{ſame Man, and had not the Air of 2 

Coward; but 1 believe he cheught that 1 


looked like his Match, and ſo would -not-quar- | 


rel; and my having my particular Aim in what 
I did, made no Difficulty 2 on with mn 

Diſcourſe, to affront him. My Widow whi 

'pered me in the Ear whoihe was, to prevent 
me from ſpeaking; but Lanſwered, you do not 
know me yet I find; 1 am a plain Speaker, 
and ſhould be glad of an Opportunity te 
:Chaſtize fuch a Wretch I ſhall avoid quarrel 
ng before you, but I can't conceal my Aver. 


ſion to him. He fat down; Well, Ladies, ſaid 


he, what were you talking of ? We * 


e had followed him ſome few Days after. - 


8 e 
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teflecting, ſaid my Widew's Siſter, how happy 
a — — was to ſee her Reputation 
relpected, when ſhe hears ſcandalous Things 
{poke of others who have been unfortunate, 
and given Occaſion for Cenſure. There are 
ver * of the firſt, aid. this Gentleman, and 
a Multitude of the laſt. Yes, ſaid I, too ma- 
ny; but we did not talk of common Strum s, 
put of poor Ladies, who are deceived by 
Villains, under Preterice of max 5 
Raſcals, who, when they haveruin'd a Woman, 
make no Conſcience of proclaiming their 
Crime, and breaking all their Oaths and Pro- 
_ a Crime that merits more than Death : 
And ll tell _ Sir, we were ſpeaking of a 
Lady who deſerves Pity, one Madam de Gi- 
rome in Provence, a Widow who bas been ſo 
unfortunate as to love, and to be overcome by a 
Gentleman, who has been ſuch a vile Wretch 
as to publiſh the Secret, and left her big with 
Child: I never heard the Story. till {bout two 
Days ago; the World now looks upon him. 
doubtleſs as a Villain, unworthy any honeſt” 1 
Man to keep Company withal; for it is very LW} i! 
well known, that E promiſed her Marriage. 1 
went on, not ſuffering any body to interrupt ll. | 
me, whilſt he bluſhed and turned pale a hun- 1 
dred times. At laſt he ſaid: But as ſhe was F380 
a Widow, Sir, ſhe had no Excuſe; ſhe very 1 
well knew the World. A fine Pretext, Sir, [ho 
Jaid I, for the Knave to deceive her; is it not | 
the Action of a Villain to deceive her, under 
the Pretence of fo ſacred a Thing as Matrimo- 
\., Dy? But ſuppoſe him ſo vile and profane 
Cuuld he not in private have told her his Mind 
. WI. 
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was Changed, he would not marry her? ſhe 
could not have forced him to it; the'poor 
Creature muſt have ſubmitted to her hard 
Fate; but muſt the Villain make his Sport of 
ber Misfortunes ? ſhe would have wept her 
'Griefs in ſecret, - and her Reputation being 
ſafe, ſhe. might have lived happy in a ſingle 
State: Ah! where is that Chriſtian Charity 
that obliges us to conceal one another's Fail- 
ings! and fince when has it been permitted to 
Men, to act contrary to all Faith and Honeſty, 
and to glory in Deeds that ſpeak us Traytors, 
and Monſters in human Society? Is it not true, 
Sir, continued I, addreſſing myſelf to him in 
eee that ſuch a Man is unworthy the 
Eſteem of all honeſt Men, and ought to be 
held in Deteſtation, and hated by all good 
People ? All the Company looked upon me, 
and in themſelves applauded me; the Wt 
dow knew not how to behave herſelf, or how 
to turn the Diſcovtſe ;. It was a Comedy to ſee 
the Man, who was not able to give me 
Anſwer, or contradict one Word of what Laid. 
Lou don't rn ag Sir, ſaid I, are not you 
of the ſame 1 as Iam? You have ſome 
Intereſt J ſuppoſe, Sir, ſaid he, in this 

Matter that makes you ſo. warm. Sir you arc 
miſtaken, ſaid I, very ſharply, and in u higher 

tore; I have no other Deſign than to do Juſtice 
to the Injured: As for this Lady, the Widow 

here, who is the only ſingle Perſon in the 
Company, tis true, ſhe permits me to vift 
her, but I do not pretend to any ſuch Favours 

from her, as the unfortunate Mrs. de Gironne, 
has granted her ungrateful Lover; but if i 


2 
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did, I ſhould be proud to marry her: You 
cem to approve of ſuch baſe Actions, by your 
Talk. Perhaps, Sir, ſaid he, there may be 
ſome private Reaſons, to which the World is 
yet a Stranger, that has made Madam de Gi- 
roune's Lover uſe her ſo ill. Nothing can ex- 
cuſe ſo vile an Action as his, ſaid I, ſincerely ; 
beſides, if he can ſo ill guard a Secret, no doubt 
but all the World would ere this, have been 
told his private Reafons; but having nothing to 
alledge, he has fled from Her and Juſtice ; and 
if Monſieur de Beauval was here, I have ſo 
much Lovefor Truth, and Abhorrence forſuch 
Actions, I ſhould not forbear to tell him what 
I think of him: I pity the Lady with all my 
Heart, and her innocent Child; and the only 
thing that can reſtore him to the World's, and 
my good Opinion, is his marrying of her and 
acknowledging his Fault... t. 

All the Company approved of what I faid ; 
which ſo augmented this Man's Confuſion, 
that he roſe and took Leave. But then one 
of the Ladies * him, and ſaid, Come, Mon- 
ſieur de Beauval, T am ſure this honeſt Gen- 
tleman has convinced you of your Error; 
embrace him as the beſt Councellor and Friend 
you ever had. I ſeemed not to have known 
him before; but I purſued my Point, and 
brought both the Law and Goſpel to confirm 
my Doctrine: So that at laſt he owned his 
Fault, and promiſed to marry the Lady, in- 
viting us all, and his Siſter, to the Wedding; 
which was accordingly performed in four Days 
after. I had his Thanks and all the Com- 

Pany's. Then his Miſtreſs was ſent for, who 


be- 


# 
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being by him informed of what had paſſed 
thanked me with Tears of Joy. W. ha | 
Notary ſent for, and a Marriage - Contrid 
drawn and figned. They left Paris a Week 
after their Marriage; ſo I can make no Diſco. 
oy of my Widow's Name, by mentioning 

3 

By thus taking this Lady's Part fo hiphly, 
J gained the Widow'spood Opinion 10 16 

ner, that ſhe believed me incapable of 

betraying a Secret, or doing a baſe Action; 
and I perceived that nothin the Fear of 1 
great Belly deferred appineſs, which! 
cunningly removed all Apprehenſions of, in 
the Manner following: The Day after this 
Converſation I returned to viſit the Widow, 
who teſtify'd to me the Satisfaction I had given 
her, and thanked me for having been the 
Means of the faithleſs Lover and his Miſtreſes 
fri, and only ſpe ny ved Tegen i 

'a J, and only ſpea a0ugnts, 10! 
Iwas ſhocked wich this baſe Man's Indiſcretion; 
tor it was his o the Secret, 
and he was guilty of an unpardonable Crime 
in divulging it. But, berween ourſelves, this 
Man a oman were vey ignorant, neither 
of them knew the Art of Loving without 
making a great Belly; as for my own Part, l 
know the Secret of taking all Liberties with a 
Woman TI love, without Children. How, ſais 
the Widow eagerly, is there fuch an An? 
and is it no Crime? Yes, ſaid J, and if you 
have Occaſion, I will teach it you. No in. 
deed, ſaid ſbe; but would you make uſe of 
ſuch unlawful Arts? Yes indeed, -ſaidT, — 
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not ſcruple it, to prevent the Ruin of a Wo- 
man 7 reſpected. I perceived ſhe 
hearkened with great Attention to what I ſaid, 
and ſwallowed the Poiſon I preſented to her. 
After this EO a 2 0 — 
went away fu raded that my FHappineis 
Was at Hand 5 Ar that having diflipated her 
Fears of being pregnant, ſhe would now yield 
tom de ; 57 it on but two — after 
that | fouud I had gueſs d very right, for going 
to ſee her as uſual, about four — Afternoon, 
her Waiting Woman, whom I found in one 
of the Parlours below, told me her Lady 
was gone to Sleep, and I might ſteal up if I 
pleaſed, and ſee if ſhe was yet awake. I 
took the Hint and went up very ſoftly; it was 
in the Month of Auguſt, and a very hot Day: 
found her Chamber Door juſt put to; E 
entered and ſaw my Goddels, for Venus was 
not more beautiful, lying on her Bed; ſhe 
had nothing on but one white Sattin Under- 
petticoat and a Night- gown; her Face was 
partly covered with a Cambrick Handkerchief, 
er ſnowy Boſom lay expoſed to View; in 
fine, Man never ſaw a more inviting. Object. 
And I, who was ſtark mad in Love, was over- 
joyed at the lucky Opportunity: My Deſigns 
were every way honourable, my Love ſincere, 
and I believed this was the only Way to pro- 
cure my Happineſs and hers; for after I had 
once enjoyed her, there was no-doubt but ſhe 
would yield to be married. I faſtened the 
Door, and then ſtole to the Fair One's Arms, 
trembling with Fear and fierce Deſires, and 
teized the Bleſſing with ſuch Haſte that a 
; cou 
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could not prevent me; but waked locked is 
15 circling Arms, ſurprized but not diſpleaſed 
1 fancy'd; for though ſhe chid me with a faint 
Diſlike, ſhe ſoon forgave, and 1 ſealed my Par- 
don on her ruby Lips a hundred times.. 
And thus 1 ines. the Woman that-my Soul 
adored; and I muſt confeſs I ne'er before em- 
| braced a Woman with ſuch Satisfaction as I 
found with her, becauſe; I never loved with 
ſuch an ardent Paſſion, or poſſeſſed ſo fine and 
charming a Perſon. We Lr ſome Hours 
together in mutual Joys and downy Slumbers, 
and ſhe ne er demanded any: Promiſe from me 
but to keep the Secret; which I did, and will 
do to my Death, though ſhe has left the World, 
and only Lives in my Eſteem; for [ſhe broke 
off our Converſe ſo nobly; that I am obliged 
to reſpect and love her eternally, for the Sin- 
cerity with which ſhe acted towards me, as you 
will find at the Concluſion of this Story, which 
I am now going to relate. | 
We paſſed about two Years thus, nor miſſed 
one Day of ſeeing one another without af 
Trouble or Uneaſmeſs, by the Care we t 
on both Sides to conceal our Secrets: I paſt for 
an intimate Friend, but not a Lover; and ſhe 
got rid of all her Lovers, by continually de- 
claring in all Companies, that ſhe was reſolved 
not to marry again: And at laſt the World 
believed her, becauſe ſhe had refuſed ſeveral 
very advantageous Matches which had been 
offered to her, and this confirmed me that ſhe 
really loved nie and no other, beſides a hun- 
dxed others of her Actions, by which ſhe daiy 
ſhewed her Tenderneſs and Affection . 
| e ; 
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me, and ſhe often ſurprized me very agreeably 
when I thought nothing of it, with ſome ge- 
nerous Mark of her Fondnels; in doing every 
thing that ſhe thought would pleaſe or oblige 
me: She wo 1d often have forced me to take 
a Part of her Fortune to buy me an Imploy- 
ment; but I ever refuſed it, unleſs ſhe would 
marry me, and that ſhe would not do. We 
hid -nothing from one another; ſhe. did no- 
thing of Moment without acquainting me with 
ir firſt, and followed and obeyed my Advice 
or Orders in all Things, and my Will was hers, 
and I had no other Deſire but to pleaſe and 
make her happy 3 and ſhe drew me from all 


| my vicious Ways and Follies, and converted 
me, ſo that I became a ect honeſt Man - 
| and I have an eternal Obligation to her for 
b having rid me of all my bad Acquaintance : 
N And J found in her all the Ardour and Com- 
1 laiſance of a Miſtreſs, together with all the 
a . nc. HR of a "_ * by 
| keeping her always company, and not d- 
W * ing Money idely elſewhere, (ſhe never ning 
{ received any Prefent from me but my Picture) 
or | found Means to ſet up a Coach, and keep 
he both that and Livery-Servants, in the Manner 
le- { do now; and ſhe managed my Fortune ſo 
a well, chat [ lived handfomer than thoſe whe 
nd had better Fortunes, and I had always Money 
ra defore-hand in my Pockets, which 1 was nor 
een ud to have before; for, in reality, I neither 
ſhe Rot nor ſpent any Money laviſhly, neither 
5. Fruition or continual Converſation with her 
0 egen our Affection, or render us leſs fond and 
ar 


”y to oblige one another: And ſhe confeſſed 
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to me ingenuouſly, that my Deportment n 


Beauvals Affair, had determined her to yield 
her 


to me; and that ſhe had thrown herſelf on he- 


Bed, the Afternoon that I firſt enjoyed her, 


with that Deſign, and was not ſo faſt aſleep u | 


I imagined. - Tis impoſſible to expreſs bow 
much I was charmed with her; every thing ſhe 
did was aging, When ſhe made this 
rous Confeſſion I embraced: her wich Tran. 
2 My Angel, ſai I, we were doubtleſ 
rn for one another; I am ſure I ſhall never 
love you lefs to my dying Hour, and ſince our 
Hearts are thus united, let us join Hands in 
publick, and complete my Felicity, and ſhey 
to the World, that there is one happy Pair on 
Earth; tis a Pain to us to be under ſuch Re- 
ſtraint: Let us now be at Liberty to live t 
ther, without all Fear of Cenſure. No, 2 
be, embracing me, we know one another, let 
us ſtill remain as Lovers; we fhall love one 
another longer and better : I will always be 
your faithful and fincere Miftreſs, and I believe 


. 


that you will always be my faithful Lover. Al 
the Prayers and Intreaties I could uſe, even 


when ſhe was with Child, could never make 

At the End of two Years, ſhe told me ſhe 
was five Months gone wich Child; which, ſaid 
be, I would not tell you before, for fear i 
mould make you uneaſy. I am rather over- 
joyed at it, ſaid I; for tis what have long 
wiſhed. I doubt nor, ſaid ſbe, embracing ne, 
but you will affiſt me all you can to conceal i, 
and that you will take care of my * 
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fnce you have put me in this Condition. Mar- 
ry 1 Dear, ſaid I, and that's ſecured; 
can you refuſe me this Requeſt in the Condi- 
tion you are now in? I would not, ſe id ſhe, if 
| did love you leſs than I do: The ſhews 
me your Sincerity; but Pm ambitious to ſhew, 
that when ſo many Women who have been 
ſeduced purſue their Lovers, and are rejected 


| with Contempt, I refuſe to mine the very 
| thing they ſeek in vain. Ask me no more to 
˖ marry you, I have reſolved againſt that {laviſh 
g State; the Child which, if God pleaſes, I 
dal bring into che World, ſhall not fare the 
1 worſe; truſt to me, I will take Care of it, or, 
* if that does not content you, I will put into 
. your Hands ſuch a Fortune as ſhall provide 
47 nobly for it; tis my own Child, the Pledge of 
let our mutual Affection, and tho* not born legiti- 
1 mate, yet dearer to me than Life itſelf, and 
be I will advance it in the World, as becomes 
jene me; and if it lives to Manhood it ſhall not 
Al regret its Birth: For my Fortune, it is at your 
oven Diſpoſe, I can now truſt you with myſelf and 
male a poſſeſs. I will never marry again; I will 
de ever yours; for I ſhould begin to love you 
ge ſhe leſs, if I once beheld you as a Husband'; 
„ ſaid therefore, my dear Lover, think no more of 
fen it Matrimony : what haft thou to do, ſaid ſhe, 
- Over- embracing me, to incumber thyſelf with a 
e long Wife and Family, when thou canſt live free, 
wg ne, and taſte the Joys of Love without the Vexa« _ 
ceal it dns and Diſguſ — married People? 
cation, f | know a great many Women, ſaid ſbe, laugh- 
foce WM , and Men too, in P 


x aris, that would be'glad 
9.02 in our Condition: I have told you all 


. „ how 
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how I lived with my deceaſed Husband. ſor 
which Reaſon I proteſt to you that I will never 
have another. Well, ſaid I, I will never preß 
you any more on that Subject till you ask me. 
She laughed, and we redoubled our Careſſe, 
which were every Day renewed with prexte: 
3 nga Yes of 
he lay in at her own Houſe, fo ſecretly, thi 
none but ſome. of ber Domeſticks ins it, 
whom we could truſt; and the Midwife re. 
mained a whole Week with her in her Chan- 
e 
an Angel, whom ſhe idolized, and 
had ſo great Care of, that I am 4 — how 
well ſhe loved the Father. She had two 
Daughters, the next Year, at one Birth, and 
another in fifteen Months after, but they al 
died at Nurſe; ſo the Son only ſurvived, who 
is now living, and enjoys his Mother's Fortune, 
And after five Years Converſation, without 
any Diſguſt of Jealouſy, being till paſſionate- 
ly fond of one another, ſhe brake off the Con- 
. Verſe, and we parted by mutual Conſent,which 
coſt us Millions of. Tears. Being touched in 
her Conſcience, ſhe retired from the World 
into a Convent, from whence we writ often to 
one another; till at laſt, in leſs than a Year, 
ſhe died of a Conſumption, to my eternal Re. 

ret. She had ſome Symptoms of this fatal 
| Nikaſe before we parted, and her Aufterines 

and continued Devotions there did, no doubt, 
haſten her End, and ſent her to that happ) 
Place where, I beſeech God, I may find her 
when I die. At theſe Words he let fall ſore 
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Ar this Inſtant the beautiful Madam du 
Puis entered alone, he asked her what ſhe 
had done with Madam de Londe-? I have 
left her at my Aunt's, ſ#id ſbe, with Monſieur 
Callouin her Brother, who both aſſure them- 
ſelves that you will take the Pains to fetch 
them when tis time to go to Supper. With 
all my Heart, ſaid he; but J will firſt make 
an End of my Story. A Propos, ſaid des Ro- 
zais; but before you go about that, pray let 
us have a Collation, for we want ſomething to 
keep up yours, and our Spirits; and during 
that we may all ſpeak our Thoughts of your 
Miſtreſſes, and Adventures. The Treat was 
ſerved, and the Converſation was pleafant ; 
after which Monſieur d Puis re- aſſumed his 
Diſcourſe. - - - © [Sion mn 

All that I have hitherto related of my Life 
pal ſaid he, is mixed with Debauchery and 

olly; what remains will not make me nor 
theſe Ladies bluſh, who, as Þ have obſerved, 
even in the looſeſt Parts of my Story, have 
given me no Interruption. At this the Ladies 
cried out, Indeed we have been too civil ta 
you, and you are malicious to make us bluſſt 
now. They all laughed, and he went on; 

And now, ſaid he, you will find nothing but 
Sincerity in all my Actions and Words; but if 
Madam de Londe were here, I ſhould not re- 
late all the Truth, or if I thought that any 


of you could not keep a Secret, and would 


tell her again; yet there is nothing to her Diſ- 
advantage, Jaſſure you, nor to mine; for I 
believe [ did nothing bur what any Man elſe 
would have done in my Place, if he had 
5 K 3 loved 
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loved her paſſionately as I have done: 
the End L — L. will, 1 hope, — 
our Story a Comedy, which had like to have 
proved a Tragedy, in which I ſhould have 
deen a very Hero, and died a Martyr to Love 
and Virtue, and I have ſuffered fo long, that! 
am impatient to act the laſt Scene, that is, 
Matrimony, with my chafte Heroine: Bu 
now I am obliged to mention ſomething that 
happened during the time of my being a Li. 
bertine oh et . 

Callouin, who, es I have before told you, 
Was one of the moſt - reſolute Rakes in our 
bleſſed Society, and had learned Secrets and 
Magick Arts, which I would never know, but 
refuſed to be taught when he offered to com- 
municate them to me; Arts, of which his 
own Siſter has felt the Power. He one Day 
took me to dine with him at bis Mothers, 
with whom were his rwo Siſters, and Brother, 
who. was then but a Youth, and was deſi 
for the Church, and is now the Head of the 
Family, and will be here at Supper with 
| um de Londe. "There. was alſo at 

able a Prieft, whom I took 1 

Gentleman's Tutor, but he was the old Lady's 
Confeſſor, and ſuch a one as was 2 — 
to ſet the whale Family in Confuſion, where- 


ever he got Feoting. Gallewin and I were 


| 1 pier inner, as uſual, on our 
lewd Frolicks; but he having given me the 
Hint, we boch talked at Table like two Saints; 


and tho we were in private very wicked, jet 


we concealed our Vices ſo well, that we were 
eſteemed very ſober young Fellows, and mi 


eſpectel 
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| rejected by the beſt of People. The Prieft 


took Occaſion from our good Diſcourſe to 
make a ſort of Sermon, and ſadly declaimed 
2painſt the Vices we were indeed guilty of. 


At laſt the whole Company ſeemed tired, and 


I, imagining that he aimed all at us, was ſo 
iqued, that I interrupted him, and ſaid, 
Really Sir, you had better eat your V ictuals 
than deſtroy your Lungs, and tire us with fuck 
a long Diſcourſe ; I dont know any body here 
that has Occafion to -be preached. to if ir 
be directed to Monſieur Gallonin and me (for 
it cannot be meant to the Ladies, I am. cer- 
tain) your Pains are ill beſtowed, for he lives 
very ſoberly ro my Knowledge; he is more 
inclined to 'be a Saint than a Debaiuchee, and 
is rather too 2 for tho he ls, Madam, 
ſaid I, ſpeaking to Madam . 
eldeſt Son, and the Hopes of your Family, 
et he has great Inclinations for a religious 
ife, and will, I fear, at laſt become a Prieft 
or Friar. We had, both he and I, much ad 
to keep our Countenances; but I was forces 


to put on this holy Outſide, in order to bd 


admitted to viſit there, to get acquainted wite 
one of my Friend's atiable Siſters, who ah 
preſent is Madam de Londe, with whom It 
Was already in Love at firſt _ You all 
know her, and therefore 4 need not tell you, 
that ſhe is altogether handſome, has a lovely 
Face, an admirable Shape and Mein ; as for 
her Capacity and Knowledge, you muſt be 
long and well acquainted with her, before 
you know the half of her Perfections, for ſhe 


= is Wiſe and learned above moſt of her Sex; 


"MS her 
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ber Temper is ſweet ; ſhe is conſtant and firm 
in her Reſolves, ſpeaks little, and is naturaly 
grave; ſhe is virtuous as Woman can be; 
inſomuch that ſhe has e'en turned my Braing 
with it, and found the Secret to force me 
to love and adore her, in ſpight of my m. 
tural Inconſtancy, by driving me to Deſpair, 
and enraging me; and if ſhe really be wha 
her deceaſed Husband told me ſhe was, ſhe 
is of too cold a Conſtitution to make a Wife 
of, and only a Woman in outward Shew; but 
if I may judge by what I myſelf have ſeen, 
ſhe is not inſenſible to Love, but has a Heart 
as tender as any Woman's; but only has 4 
greater Command over her Paſſions, and more 

eſolution than moſt of her Sex, or than in- 
_ deed ſhe ought to have. And what I am going 
to relate, will let you into her true Cha 
racter better than all elſe that I can ſay of her. 

She was but ſeventeen Years old when firſt 
1faw her; I was charmed with her, and I was 
fain to put on the Air of a great Devotee, be- 
Cauſe there was no other Way to gain her Mo- 
ther's good Opinion, who grew to love me 
more than I deſerved. I often converſed with 
her Daughter, but alwaysin her Preſence, and 
found her Anſwers and Converſation fo wiſe 
and ingenuous, that my- Paſſion for her in- 
creaſed hourly. Her Brother had malicioully 
told her, to plague me, that I had a Mind to 
be a Capuchine, and ſhe: really believing him, 
talked to me of it before her Mother. I did 
not give her any poſitive Anſwer at that time; 
but: about a Month after, finding her _ 


ime alone, her Mother ſeldom leaving 
I of her Sight; but now ſhe 
was obliged to do it, becauſe ber youngeſt 
Daughter was ſick, and had called for her, and 
ſo | found my ador d Miſtreſs working on ſome 
Tapeſtry all alone: She asked me, if her 


late he has not been fo free in diſcloſing his 
Thoughts to me as heretofore, aid I; but 
this I obſerve, that he goes very often to ſee 
my Kinſman in his Convent; and that, before 
me, they talk only of things indifferent. . And 
you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, wilt you. alſo throw your 
{elf into a Convent? I did defign it, Madam, 
ſaid I, with a deep Sigb, but I find my Mind 


Heaven has a Bleſſing in ſtore for me of an- 
other Kind, which will attach me more to the 
World than ever; yet without a Crime. I am 


and the World's; for I think tis Pity that 
Man, who is capable of 2 his Prince an 
Country, ſhould lock himſelf up from the 


World, and make no Uſe of the Talents God 


bas given him to ſerve his Friends and the 
Publick; and I think he muſt be a true Friend 
to you, who has prevailed with you to lay aſide 
me Thoughts of burying yourſelf alive. It was 
the Sight of a Lady, Madam, ſaid U, that 
has changed my Reſolutions, and convinced 


me how dangerous it is for a young Man to 


enter into holy Vows too precipitately, ſince 
there needs no more but the Sight of ſuch a 
Charming Woman to ingage his Heart, and 
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Brother had ſtill Thoughts of leaving the 
World ? I anſwered; I could not tell; for of 


much altered of late; and I perſuade myſelf 


very glad of it, ſaid ſbe, for your own Sake 
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make him ſo wretched, that he ſoon grow 


abhor his Condition, ceaſes to delight in hy 


Duty, and to regard his Convent a5 
Joathlome Prior, and Is Life as a contin 
orment, nay, as a Hell, becauſe of the [n- 
 Poffibility of living without eternal Remote 
of Conſcience : And at preſent, if I were h 
that Condition, I Thould be one of the moſt 
miſerable Creatures on Earth, ſince 1 could 
not diſcover my Paſſion to the Beauty tha 
has captivated-my Soul, and tell her, that Iam 
the moſt tender and paſſionate Lover in the 
World: Tes, Madam, ſaid I, throwing ny- 
at ber Feet, there needed no more but 
the Sight of you to change my Mind, and 
make me wifh to ſtay in the World; A. 
alone that have attached me to it. Such 
Declaration will, no doubt ſuxprize you; but! 
rn no longer able to conceal my Paſſion, my 
Soul till hitherto has never been a Shave to 
Love; but now my Reafon confirms my 


Flame, and tells me, you only are worthy to 


be admired and loved, and you alone mul 
determine my Deſtiny; for it is impoſlibe 
. For me to live without you, or to diſſemble 
my Paſſion longer. She was fo ſurprized, ſhe 
vas not able to make me an Anſwer: 1faw 
ther Diſorder with Pleaſure, and looked on it 
as a good Omen. She was going to 

when ſhe heard her Mother coming: I was 
Mill on my Knees. Riſe, aid ſb, I am not 
able to giveyouany Anſwer, Tam ſo confuſei. 
f was very much pleaſed that T had :made 
this Declaration, and doubted not but ſoon to 
«obtain afavourable Anſwer; but! ate 


2 REC W 8 


S&T 


. 
LI 


e Sir, B 


French LOVERS. 227 


ind found it impoſſible to get Knowledge 


whether I had made any Progreſs in her Af- 
fection. ee 2 OI 3 
This was the State of ty Amour with 
Madam Gallouin, when her Brother made me 
the Confident of wo dorms "tr with Sitvia,.. 
obliging me to Secrecy. .. You was then, Mon- 
ſieur des Frans, in the Country, ſaid Monſieur 
du Puis to him, and did not return till ſome 
time after; when you picked a Quarrel with 
bim, without any apparent Cauſe, f 
with, and dangeroufty wounded him; for 
which all the World blamed you, and 1 
amongſt the reſt, being ignorant of the Injury 
he had done you. on now I am going to E | 
form you of ſomething concerning that 
unhappy Affair, to which you are yet all 
Strangers; by Which Silvia will be intirely 
Juſtify'd, tho 1 have to this Hour kept the 
Secret: But as they are both dead, I have no 
Reaſon to keep-it longer fo, hen it is neceſſary 
to diſcloſe it, to do Right to that unfortunate 
— Character, who was ever virtuous in 
her [ntentions, and Wichout Spot; and com- 
pelled to act an involuntary Crime by magick 
Arts, and Herbs of powerful Juice. 
I went to ſee Gallouin on his Sick-bed; 
and having ſworn me to Secrecy, he related all 
that had paſt between him and Silvia; and 
told me, that he fell in Love with her at firſt 
Sight, even to Diſtraction, and ſtrove all he 
could to get acquainted wich her, and by your 
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Means attained his Deſires: You carrying bin 
Often along with you to viſit her, he perceived 
that there was a great Familiarity between you 
and her, for which Reaſon he did not think | 
Proper to declare himſelf till you left Paris, 
elieving ſhe was too much attached to you 
whalſt preſent; and therefore was contented 
with engaging himſelf in that little Society 
which you had formed, of his two Siſters, me, 
Silvia, and yourſelf, to have the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing her: That you being gone to your 
Eftate, on account of your Houſe being burn'd 
there, he took Advantage of your Ab to 
declare his Paſſion to her, and had ſpared no 
Pains and Aſſiduities, to convince her that be 
was ſincere: And that he had offered her 
1 Preſents, all which ſhe refuſed; 
and had ſeveral Times propoſed Marriage to 
her, but could never gain her Conſent, or 
ind the leaſt Encouragement; ſo that at lat, 
being drove to Deſpair, he reſolved to gain 
his Ends by Force or Strat ; but know- 
ing ſhe was too brave to yield, or be frightned 
ar even Death itſelf, when Life muſt be pre- 
ſerved by a Crime, he reſolved to make Trial 
-of one of thoſe wicked Secrets which he had 
got Knowledge of: That to effect it he had 
occaſion ſor ſome Drops of Silvias Blood, and 
ſomething that ſhe was uſed to wear next her 
_ I Tor which Kon he ah 2 Fa 
Day, as ſhe was working on ſome 1 apenty, 
he next her, to fie haſtily, in Felten | 
and puſh the Needle into her Finger; and 
then, pretending great Concerũ, pulled a clean 
Cambrick Handkerchief out of his 2 
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which he had brought for that-Purpoſe, and 
held her Finger in it, in Preſence of his Mo- 
ther and Siſters, and ſo got the Blood, and 
putting up the Handkerchief again, carry'd it 
home; and taking Notice that ſhe conſtantly 
wore the fatal Necklace of Pearl, which you 
| took the dreadful Night that undid you both, 
he ſoon after, in fooling before pany, 
broke the String, and; putting it into a Paper, 
carry'd it home to get one of his Siſters, as he 
retended, to new ſtring it; and fo put a new 
Ribbon, and ſtrung it on a Silk dipped in 
a necromantick Compoſition, which he had 
prepared with her Blood and ſome of his own, 
and Herbs of magick Juices; and carried Hiek 
the Necklace to her the next Day: You ean 
ſcarce believe, aid he, the wondrous Effect 
this Charm produced; for tho* the Charm and 
Compoſition were moſt 2 as I had ex- 
perienced, yet now its Effects were prodigious, 
and ſurpaſſed my Expectations, for Silvia had 
no ſooner put this magick —_ about her 
Neck, but her Eyes fparkled, ſhe beheld 
me with Tenderneſs and Love; fo that I made 
an eaſy Conqueſt of her Virtue, and found 1 
was not the firſt. And now ſhe lay'd aſide all 
| Reſerve; and that lovely Silvia, who had ne- 
ver ſhewn the leaſt Complaiſance for me be- 
fore, ſought my Careſſes with Eagerneſs, and 
indeed to Exceſs, and asked me to-paſs the 
Night with her; giving me the Key of 
the Garden-gate, and promiſing, that ſhe 
would ſend all her Domeſticks to Bed very 
oon, that I might not be ſeen: And being 
Aid of Madam Morin, I promiſed to take 
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Care of her; which, Heaven forgive me, I dit 
_ 2 _ boi Deb to kill her; 

and at arce til! 
miſed 5 _ 
fell on my Neck, and ſhed Fears para | 
me, tho* for ſo Mort 5 In n 


Atoniſhed and. argen mr? 
had ſo ſtapify'd:my'Senſes, that 1 1 webe no Re- 
morſe of Conſcience; reſol vd to 
her, and pleaſed to find 1 not the G 
wererter of having <irſt cord her: Yo 
I believed: — till now, and bad 
been either -marry'd or gain'd in the fame 
Manner 8 and I left her _ 
prepare a Potion o ſtupifying Drugs to 
1 Morin ſleep; whom Silvia feared; and 
Who always r in in a Bed- by ber Chamber. 
door, or. with her: She had been all the 
Afternoon at my Mother's, teaching mySiſter' 
to work — Sort of Tapeſtry, for 
me worked exquiſitely, and was to come home 
to Supper, never lying from or leaving Silvia. 
She was in reality a very wiſe and truly vinuou 
Woman, and would : dovibtleſs never have 
conſented to ſuch a Deed. Silvia, whoatthis 
time thought of nothing but me, told me ve 
muſt hide alt from her, above all other P 
Ani alas! Jeid lu, 1 acrificed her to 
The Compaſition'beingrnade, I N 
Silvia, and conveyed it into a Frieaſſey of 
Chickens that was ſet firſt on the Table, be- 
fore Madam Morin r ths Ron's who 
Raid to * — reſt of . 5 


— knew the 
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warned not to taſte it. The other Domeſticks 
made an End of it. Madam Morin had hardly 
made an End of her Supper before ſhe was 
ready to fall aſleep, and went to Bed preſently. 
On which I took leave, and went out at the 
Fore-door as uſual, and entering by the Back, 
waited till Silvia gave me a Signal from her 
Window to come in. All the Domefticks were 
now faſt afleep, ſo that no Creatureſaw or heard 
ING. ht F< 
Silvia received me with open Arms, ſhe 
tried if Madam Morin was faſt, and found 
ſhe could not be awaked by touching, we 
thought all ſecure: We haſted to Bed, gave 
a Looſe to our Deſires, till being both tired 
we fell faſt aſleep in one another's Arms. 1 
waked firft, before Day- break, and would 
have renewed my Careſſes; but The broke from 
my Arms with Abhorrence, and calling to mind 
part of what had paſt, 'let fall a Shower of 
Tears, wrung her Hands, and ſhewed all the 
Signs of Deſpair ; called me Sorcerer, - cruel 
'Seducer, and Author of her eternal Ruin. I 
did all I could to pacify her; but in vain: 1 
told her I would marry her; but The was deaf 
o all I ſaid. At laſt ſhe catched up my Sword 
and would have thrown herſelf upon it, ſo that 
| Twas forced to take it from her; and cer- 
tainly the Servants flept very ſoundly, that they 
did not awake at all the Lamentations the 
made for above an Hour. As for Madam 
Morin, The was not to be awaked; — 
ceived ſhe was quite dead. Theſe two diſmal 
Objects bans me to myſelf, and ſhew'd 


de the Enormyy of my Crime; —— 
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tel Silvia the Means I had uſed to gain her, 
or what had followed to * —— 7 DE | 


but being now dreſſed, I N 

asked her Pardon very 3 a er 
her, that ſhe would, by ma * leaſt 
Noiſe, ruin herſelf : That her be- 
ing now a Secret to all but 5 
could divulge it; and then I again offiied w to 
marry- her; but the reid, and faid ſhe 
looked on me now as a bateful Monſter, and 
that ſhe asked nothing of me, but to keep the 
Secret; Which I ſwore to do: And ſhe 

ned me, that if T committed the leaſt Indiſcre- 
tion ih mentioning of it, nothing thould ſuffice 
her but my Life. 

[ perceived ſhe had loſt her Necklace of 
ber Neck, and was much ſtartled, but I faid 
— 2 10 I knew then the Charm Was 

ſo J left the Houſe, truly re- 
— my Fault: which was of no. Ad- 


vantage to me, and coſt the Life of one of the 


beſt of Women. 

Silvias Domeſticks, as I afterwards under- 
ftood, did not awake rill Noon, and were then: 
ſtill intoxicated ; ſo that poor Madam Morin 
being in Years and weak, could not overcome 
the Strength of the fatal Compoſition, of which 


the had taken too much, but was found dead 


in her Bed: Yet Silvia did not accuſe me of 


her Death, for fear the Cauſe and Manner of 


it ſhould be diſcovered. She ſent to me for 
her Necklace; and 1 went to her, to 


ber if ſhe bad ſearched her Bed well; but 
the would not ſee nor ſpeak to me; but ſhut 


herſelf up in her Cloſet from Be, I though 
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| it might have been unty d in our Embraces; 
but I was convinced of the contrary, becauſe 
ir could never be found. I was extremely 
troubled at this Accident; and to ſet her 
Mind at eaſe, and free her from the fear ſhe 
was under that ſomebody had ſurprized her in 
Bed with me, I ſent her Word, that I had in- 
deed taken it, and would keep it for her 
Sake to my Death; and I ſent her withal twenty 
times the value of it to buy another; but the 
would not receive it, but ſent it back, as ſhe 
did all the other Preſents I ſent her. She like- 
wiſe burnt all my Letters in the preſence of 
thoſe who brought them, unopened, except 
the firſt, which ſhe did read: Nay ſhe did 
more, for from the fatal Day of her Ruin ſhe 
never went abroad, fearing doubtleſs to meet 
me any where; and I proteſt to you, ſaid he, 
that the Loſs of this Necklace very much-per- 
plex'd me, and continually run in my Mind; yet 
it could not be Monſieur des Fraus that could 
have taken it, becauſe he. was above a hun- 
dred Leagues diſtant, in Poi&ou ; nor could 
it be any of her Domeſticks, for none of them 
were ſuch as would ſteal, or be bold enough 
to enter her Chamber at ſuch Hours. In ſhort, 
could not tell what to think, and I was al- 
moſt perſuaded, that the Devil had carry'd it 
away. Yetl am certain, that it was on Silvias 
Account that Monfieur des Frans picked a 
Quarrel with me; yet why ſhould he be ſo 
unjuſt as to expect that ſhe would have him 
againſt her Will? I loved her even to Diſtrac- 
nion, which you cannot doubt, after what I 
| ad to poſſeſs her; and I would have —_ 
3 | 5 


Chamber by his Wounds. I did all F vn 


234 « The ILLVSTRIOVS. 
her in ſpight of him, if ſhe would have con: 
| ſented to it; and I only deferred to preſs be 
to it to the utmoſt, till myWounds would pe. 
mit me. This was his Reſolutions, as he de. 
clared to me, ſome few Days after his bein 
wounded. But in a few Days after, we were 
furprized with the News, I hat Silvis dip 
peared of a Sudden; had ſold all the Moveab 
dQiſmiſſed her Servants, and left Paris yi 
only her Waiting-Maid and Footboy, and 
chat nobody knew: where ſhe was gone. And 
this had happened about a Week before we 
heard one Word of it. Gallouim bad fardy 
one in ſearch of her if he had been in a Con- 
ition to go abroad, which he was not; but 
was kept above two Months in his Bed an 


E A 1 a 6 ano wit. @ 


able to diſcover where ſhe was gone, but in 
Vain; for ſhe: had put a wrong Name in the 
Bock where ſhe had a+: Place taken in the 
Stage-Coach, as we diſcovered by deſcribing 
ber, on which we made freſh RefleCtion, 
Gallouin, on this, made no doubt of her be 
ang with you, and hoped to hear ſome News 
of her when you ſhould return to Paris: & 
be readily conſented to the Accommodation 
which your Mother and Friends propoſed t» 
him, and ſigned to every thing they defird. 
But about four Months after he was cured, be 
Was ſatisfied of all by a Letter he received 
from Silvia from the Convent, and we gueſſa 
the fatal Truth: Her Words of Oaths, 10 
. : Vows, and Engagements, convinced us 
the was marry'd to you, and your q 
Jing with him, ſhewed it; and he 2 
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doubted but that it was you who had found 
them ſleeping together, and taken the fatal 
Necklace from her Neck, and afterwards ſhut 
her up from the World in the Convent. And 
then he admired your Moderation, in having 
not killed them both on the Shot, COM 
the Violence of your Temper. He alſo com- 
mended your Generoſity and Sincerity, and 
wiſhed from the Bottom of his Soul, that 
you had made him only a Victim to your Re- 
ſentments, and ſpared the innocent Silvia. 
He communicated his Thoughts to me, and 1 
found them juft : So that you fee I was not 
i tn at what you related concerning her 

and you. Poor Gallouin grievouſly lamented 
the-unhappy Fate of that lovely Woman, and 
bad a ſenlible Sorrow for his being the Cauſe 
of her Ruin by ſuch ſtrange Eyents. 

' Monſieur du Puis was here — ted by 
Monſieur des Frars's falling into a Swoon : 
All the Company ſhed Tears, and Silvia was 
lamented by every body; and the Death af 
ſo fine, ſo wiſe, and ſo virtuous a Lady, was 
loo d on with great Compaſſion. Her Inno- 
cence being thus — 3 made her as dear 
Wever to the diſtracted des Frans, who brake 
out in Lamentations for her Loſs, as if ſhe 
was but juſt departed; and his Grief was ſo 
violent, that it was feared he would expire 
that Moment; all Means were uſed to comfort 
and pacify him. Ar laſt the Violence of his 
Paſſion abating, Madam de Contamine ſaid, 
ſhe thought, that Gallouin merited greater 
Tortures than could be invented : And that, 

0 he was a great Penitent at his Death, = 
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his Memory ought to be hateful to all god 
Men. And he had proceeded farther, i ber 
Husband had not deſired her to be ſilent, beg. 
ging Monſieur du Puis to continue his Relation, 
to divert Monſieur des Frans and the Com- 
Pam. I . 
e complied, and faid, All theſe firange 
vents, one after another, converted Galloyin, 
and he became another Man. He had made 
his Confeſſion in his Illneſs, and declared al 
the Crimes of his Youth; and fearing, leſt 
he ſhould again fall into more, if he continued 
in the World, and that the Hls he had been 
threatned withal in his Infancy, (his Nativity 
being calculated) might happen to him : On 
theſe Conſiderations he reſolved to be a Re- 
cluſe, as he afterwards was, and to quit the 
World. 2 5 5 
Tis done, ſaid he to me one Day, I have 
now ſeen the Diſorders of my Life paſt, and 
| how little Dependance can be placed on the 
Felicities of this World; I am now ſenſible of 
the Wickedneſs of my paſt Actions and Incl. 
nations, which muſt be repented of and con- 
quered: Reaſon tells it me, and Fear of re- 
lapling puſhes me on to leave the World; nay, 
I have Te other Reaſons which make me 
more eager to do it; and to you, who will, 
2 ſure, keep the Secret, I may communicate 
em. 
We were, you know, ſaid be, Fellow-Su- 
dents together, and that I gained the Ap 
plauſe of all my Tutors and Maſters; and | 
obſerved, young as I was, that tho all the 
World praiſed me, yet my Mother ſtill Jacket 
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s all I have to fear. This I ſaid 
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on me with a pitying Look, and often ſhed 
Tears: This I remarked for twelve V ears to- 


gether, but could never diſcover the Reaſon 
of her Sadneſs; but after my Father's Death I 


preſſed her ſo earneſtly, to tell me why ſhe wept 


when ſhe looked upon me, that ſhe could not 


refuſe to tell me a Secret, which has ſince troub- 


led me a thouſand times. 8 
There was once at Paris a learned Aſtro- 


loger, who calculated the Nativities of a great 


many conſiderable Perſons, telling them what 
Kind of Death they ſhould die: — Mother 
was as curious as other Ladies, and had the 
Weakneſs to have mine calculated, and he 
menaced me with being h This ſhe 
told me. Alas! faid I, that Prediction does 
not trouble me; I give no Credit to fuch Fol- 
lies, tis all a C my Religion forbids me 
to believe them; beſides my Birth, thank 
Heaven, ſecures me from the Rope, the Ax 

laughing, to 
my Mother, when ſhe declared the Cauſe of 
of her Grief: yet I muſt now confeſs, to my 
Shame, that chis Prediction is continually in 
my Thoughts; and I muſt tell you, as a Friend, 
that if I were to be brought to Juſtice on 
Silvia's Account, and for the Death of Ma- 
dam Morin, tho it was undeſigned, if you 
yourſelf were to be.my Judge, could you ſcreen 
me from an infamous „and the Hainouſ- 


neſs of the Crime, by which I have degene- 


rated from my Birth ? would it not render me 
unworthy the melancholy Diſtinction that is 


made between the Nobility and Populace? I 
.. Kall ſurely verify what my Horoſcope fore- 


bodes, 
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bodes, and this frights me from the World: 
and Silvias Letter, that lays theſe Things to is, 1 
my Charge, and menaces me, in a prophe- | 
tick Manner, of future Evils, has fully de- livec 
termined my Reſolutions to | retire to z 
Convent. I will leave the World; tis xd, and 
both ro do Penance for my Sins, and avoid the not 
fatal Conſequences. ' All that I could fay to 


exe 
bim could not alter his Refolutions, and it was the 
with great Regret on my Part, and Joy on Ma- 1 
dam Gallovix's, that we ſaw him, her eldeſ Sil 
and' the Hopes of her Family, tun At 
Coates: atk tics / 20% let 
Je ſhew'd Silvia's Letter to his Confeſſot, * 


who obliged him to uſe all his Endeavour to 
undeceive you of the ill Impreſſions you 
might have conceived of Silvia, on his Ac- 
count; and to ask you Pardon, even at the 
Hazard of expoſing all his Crimes ; and to ſub- 
mit to hear all your juſt Reproaches; and to 

make no Oppoſition but his Tears and ' 
Prayers, with a Chriſtian Reſignation. And, 
before he took the Habit of a Frier, he went 
on foot to your Seat at Paictou, ſecretly to find 
you; but you were gone thence, and be could 
not find whither, by all the Inquiry he could 
make: So be returned to Paris, quite over- 
whelmed with Grief, that he had loſt his La- 
bour; but he made no Inquiry after Silvia, 
it being forbidden him. So he put on the Ha- 
bit, made his Vows, and lived like a Saint the 
the reſt of his Days; which were ended in the 
Manner that had been predicted: But of that! 
thall ſpeak hereafter. 4 1 

28 ive 
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Give me Leave here to make a ſlight Re- 
gection on his Converſion and Vocation, which 
is, That it were well that none were received 
into our Convents, but ſuch Perſons, as, baving 
lived ſome time at Liberty in the World, were 
real Converts from Vice, and true Penitents ; 
and then, tho the Number of Religious would 
not be ſo great, yet their Lives would be more 
—_— d of greater Efficacy to reform 
the World. „ + LC 

But to return to Madam de Londe, his 
Siſter, whom [loved ſincerely: She giving her 
Attendance on herfick Brother, whom I ſcarce 
lefr one Day till his Recovery, gave me con- 
tinyal Opportunities of ſeeing her, but ſhe- ſo 
carefully avoided my ſpeaking to her one Word 
alone, it was impoſſible for me to do it. 
[ writ above twenty Letters to give her, but ſhe 


would not receive one; and finding all Attempts 


mgm - vain, tho Lſaw ſhe did not hate me, I 
Her Brother throwing himſelf into a Con- 


vent, I had no longer any Pretext to viſit 


there; ſo that, ſeeing her no more but by 
Accident, and that rarely, I began to gro 
more eaſy, and my Paſſion cooled; and to con- 
folate myſelf for her Loſs, and the Chagrin of 
ſeeinz all my Friends diſperſed, you Monſieur 
des Frans, and others, into the Country, one in 
2 Convent, others in diſtant Provinces and 
Countries, I attached myſelf to the charmin 
Widow I have told you of, who ſoon hinder 
me from ſearching other Diverſions: Our Com- 
merce laſted five Years, during which I heard, 
without being any ways concern d at it, that Ma- 


daa 
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dam Gallozin was married to Monſieur 4 
Londe. And now I ſhould be more cautiom 
to tell you what follows, if I did not know the 
vou are all very 1 People, and won't tell her 
again; but in Truth, tho” I had not any more 
Hopes of her, yet it is certain that it was my 
Fate to love her above all others, more than ny 
Widow, and more than I believ'd it was poſlible 
for me to love. F 

She had been married above three Yer, 
and it was above five ſince I had ſeen her 
except by Accident and in paſſing by, nor hal 
I ever ſpoke to her in all that time; but ſhe 
came in my Way when I thought nothing of 
her, and by a very particular Accident. I ws 
walking one Day all alone, with a Book in ny 
Hand, reflecting on all the Adveggures of 
my paſt Life, and above all, on the tme 
Satisfaction a Man finds in the Arms of 1 
kind, faithful Miſtreſs, fuch a one as my Wi- 
dow was, from whom I had parted but eight 
Days before, whoſe Idea was {till freſh in my 
Mind: In theſe Mufines I walked inſenſibly a 
far as the Chancellor's Houſe, and not a Gun. 
ſhot from Paris; and fat down on a Seat in 

the Gardens, which had the Proſpect of that 
great City: I was but juſt fat down, when | 
perceived a Woman richly dreſſed, tall, and 
exquiſitely ſhaped, with a Mask on her. Face, 
(tho? it was very hot Weather) which hinder 
me from knowing her; ſhe was ow and 
walked very foftly, often looking behind her, 
as if ſhe wanted Company, or expected fſome- 
body: Ah! thought I to myſelf, here's 2 
Lady-Errant, a Love-Adventure is at hand. 
A 
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Moment after I ſaw a Woman come up 
+ whiſper to her, but I could not hear a 
Word; 1 only ſaw that the Lady ſhewed ſame 
Sions of being impatient, and ſent back the 
oman. I ſaw no body in the Garden but 
ourſelves the Lady * ſtill nearer to me; 
| aw ſhe was very fair) and had blue Eyes 
and a very lovely Hand, and fancy'd I had 
ſome Knowledge of her: I ſtrove to call her 
to mind, but in vain. I perceived ſhe looked 
u me a good while, and ſtill, as ſhe walked 
Ivy me, looked back upon me; nay, ſhe fixed 
her Eyes with ſome kind of Earneſtneſs, which 


| 
{ WW confirm'd me in my Thought, that we had been 
: acquainted. I was naturally nc: very baſhful, 
J — fancying that ſhe was come to meet a 
over who had diſappointed her, I thought I 
- might ſupply his Place ; but I was miſtaken, 
. for ſhe came to break an Aſſignation, not to 
5 make one: Charming Unknown, ſaid I, you 
it have, I perceive, the Advantage of knowi 
1 me, and conceal yourſelf from me only to bleſs 
1 {ome happy Lover with the Sight of that 
22 lovely Face in a more retired Place, where 
n ( coubtleſs you expect him: I know neither of 
f you as yet; but if I may have Leave to judge 
2 by what! ſee, he muſt be a very extraordi 
nc Perſon to merit your Affection, and you ran 
5 love him extremely to pardon his Negli- 
or gence, in letting you wait ſo long for himſ in 
o publick a Place, where it had been his Duty 
= to have waited for you; whilſt I, on the 
* Sgnt of your Hands, Neck, Shape, and Eyes 
4 4 only, am ready to ſapply his Place ; and I am 


Eran you won't repent the Exchange; for 
| You. II. * | "M0 "you 
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you will not find me ſo negligent and cold à 
he appears to be; at which I am indeed 
ſcandalized, and aſhamed for him. Ny 
knowing me, ſaid ſbe, I forgive the raſh Jude. 
ment that you make of me, finding me alone 
in ſuch a Place: *Tis true, tis a Love Adven. 
ture that has brought me here, and I ſuppoſe 
your Errand is the ſame. No, ſaid I, Mg 
dam, you are miſtaken,” I am unfortunate in 
Mipreſſes; IL have had one who has uſed me 
cruelly, and abandoned me to Deſpair; I ſeek 
for nothing here but to divert my Melancholy, 
*rwas that brought me here, and good For. 
tune detained me, I hope, to ſupplanta Lover 
whole Indifference has left bis Place Vacant; 
and you would doubtleſs accuſe me of being 
unworthy of your Favours, if I fhould not offer 
my Service to conſolate you in the Abſence of 
ſuch an ungrateful Lover. At theſe Words! 
went to take off her Mask. Hold, ſaid ſbe, if 
J liked your Propoſition, and had a Mind to 
be known, I fhould take off my Mask my- 
felf. Why, id I, ſhould I not have the 
Pleaſure of knowing you, ſince you know me? 
We muſt have been old Acquaintance; tis un- 
juſt to uſe me ſo. I do indeed know you, 
Monſieur du Puis, ſaid ſbe, and therefore! 
would not have you know me. I will then, 
faid I, wait the coming of your Lover, to 
reproach him for bis Negligence hut if be 
is my Husband that comes? „aid ſbe. I don! 
believe it, ſaid I; but if he be, I will be 
revenged of you for your Obſtinacy, by ma. 
king him believe by my being wich you, end 


your being here before him, that I Was 2 
I | | le 
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meet you firſt; I ſhall thus have two 
Aron, the knowing you by his Means, 
chat is, by knowing him; and next, by — | 
him jealous, to make you repent of your il 
Nature, in not letting me ſee your Face. This 
is very malicious, ſaid ſhe, and does not ſuit 
wich the Air of Devotion which I have ſeen 
you put on heretofore; for five Years ago you 
were looked on as a young Saint, at leaſt as a 
Man who was ready to turn Capuchin, Theſe 
Words were ſufficient to make me know who 
ſhe was: So J reſolved to act my Part nicely: 
lown, ſaid I, I had once Thoughts of leaving 
the World, as ſome others of my Friends did; 
but theſe Sentiments of Devotion are no ways 
incompatible with the Deſire I have to know 
you, ſince I have no criminal Deſigns; and I 
had been long ſince in a Convent, if there 
had not been a darling Paſſion for a lovely 
Woman, like you, that hindered, and tilt 
hinders me, from being fit to embrace a 
religious Life, and attaches me to the World. 
She was divinely fair, her Shape and Stature 
juſt like yours, except not quite ſo tall nor 
Woman-like, for ſhe was but fifteen; but ſhe 
cid not regard me, for ſhe is married to an- 
other: I cannot call her falſe, for, tho' ſhe ſavy 
and knew my Sufferings, ſhe: never gave me 
Grounds to hope ; yet ! ſtill loved, and muſt, 
das! love on to Death; here I ſighed deeply; 
and being unable to think of any other, I have 
ſtil indulged my Paſſion, and never engaged 
in any new Amour. I knew, by the way, my 
Intrigue with the Widow was a Secret from 


the World. That is very rare, ſaid ſhe z I muſt 
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own you are then the Mirror of Conſtancj. 
The Cruelty and Indifferenceſhe ſhew'dforme, 
ſaid I, during a long time that I ſaw her every 
Day, made me at laſt believe, the Sight of 
me did diſpleaſe her; and having no longer 
any Pretence to go to her Houſe, becaule 1 
Brother of hers, who was my Friend, wx | 
gone to live elſewhere, I could not more 
oblige her, than to keep from her Eyes the 
Object of her Averſion. Yet, tho I loved her 
without Hope, her Marriage threw me into 
Deſpair, and { was once in the Mind to 90 
and ſtab myſelf at her Feet; but the awful 
Tyeof Religion reſtrain'd me. Since this Time 
— ve 85 Vetter A N Sem of * 
ion; I have ſo Solitude, an 
my diſmal Hours — Books, not Men: y 
Friends have looked upon me as a moroſe Fool, 
and ridiculed me till I neglected them, and they 
me: The Fear of injuring her Reputation, or 
to offend her, have made me avoid all Oppor- 
tunities of coming where ſhe is; and 1 have 
haſted from the Place, when I have met her, 
Fearing to renew my Griefs; yet my wounded 
Heart bled afreſh, nay I dared not ask after her; 
and have only heard by common Fame, that 
her Husband's Infidelity to her has puniſhed 
her for deſpiſing me; nay I am ſenſibly afflicted 
to hear ſhe is unhappy. Good Heavens! /aid!, 
lifting up my Hands and Eyes, is it poſſible th 
a Man who poſſeſſes ſuch a divine Creature, cat 
beſo inſenſible of his Happineſs, and ilightthoſe 
Endearments, for which I would give the lat 
Drop of my Blood? I pity her, aid J, * 
| 1 


* — ww — i AR. 


fa. fi. cw woe Foo Cty 


— 


S Fe 5 


— 
— 


French LOVERS. 245 
call ever lament her Misfortunes, and love 
her to the laſt Moment of my Life; thinking 
of her, I came inſenſibly to this Place: Bur 
why do I entertain a Stranger with my {ad 
Story? Ah! Madam, ſaid Ito her, by what 
Charm, by what powerful Charm, have you 
drawn a Secret from my Tongue, which I have 
hitherto concealed with ſo much Care, and 
which my deareſt Friend, her near Relation, 
never knew? Is what you tell me Truth? 
{aid ſbe. I wiſh to Heaven it were not, ſaid 


Iz it is as true as that I now ſpeak to you, and 


yet don't know you. This Lady would cer- 
tainly begrateful to you, ſaid ſbe, if ſhe was 
informed of this; w y don't you let her know 
it? Alas! ſaid I, I dare not; and if ſhe 
were now preſent, perhaps I ſhould not be 
able to ſay one Word. Tell me her Name, 


Jaid ſbe, and if ſhe be one of my CO 


will inform her of ir for you. I muſt fir 

kaow, F a J, in what Hands I repoſe fo 
great a Truſt, and divulge a Secret on which 
al the Happineſs of my Life depends; un- 
mask therefore, and than 1 ſhall ſee if 1 ſhall 
chuſe you for my Confidant. If this be the 
only Terms, ſaid ſhe, on which you will do it, 
there is great Likelihood of our keeping beth 
our Secrets. Mine is not burdenſome to me, 


ſeid I, and I have kept it too long to be uneaſy 


now. You will be more a Loſer than yeu 
imagine, ſaid ſbe, in not diſcovering it. And 
ou will get nothing by not knowing it, ſaid I. 

or loſe, ſaid ſhe: But I find you value the 


5 Sight of my Face ſo little, that you won't pur- 
cbaſe a Sight of it by a Promiſe to diſcloſe 


L 3 your 
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your adored Miſtreſs's Name, when you have 


ſeen it. My Soul is ſo filled with her Idea, ſaid 
J, that tho” you were as beautiful as ſhe is, yet 
I ſhould look upon you as unconcerned as on 
fine Picture. I proteſt, /aid ſbe, I have ſo much 
mind to know this Lady's Name, who can in- 
Jpire ſo ſtrong a Paſſion, that I would unmask, if 
you would promiſe to diſcloſe it. Alas, ſaid, 
what do you propoſe | Forgive me, Heaven! 
Should Ifacrifice that darling Secret to gratify a 
fooliſh Curioſity | No, Madam, tis equal to 
me, whether you are charming or diſagreable; 
for this I know, you cannot be ſo lovely in my 
— as ſhe was; expoſe your Charms to one 
whoſe Heart is not pre- engaged. Were I in: 
Place leſs publick, ſaid ſbe, I would ſhew you 
my Face, to convince you ſhe may be rivaled 
in Beauty; I have been flatter'd poly elſe, 
This pleaſed me extremely; but I acted the 
Part of Indifference rarely. + 40 
We were interrupted by the Woman ſhe 
had ſent ſomewhere before, who comingupto 
us ſaid, Madam, tis to no Purpoſe to wait here 
any longer; the Birds are ſurely flown another 
Way. I have then loſt my Labour, ſaid ſbe: 
Adieu, Sir, keep your Secret: Diſcretion does 
ſometimes paſs for a Virtue, but is not always 
advantageous when ill- timed. Hold, Madam, 
ſaid I, as ſhe was turning from me, ſeizing 
Her Arm, you forget that you were to convince 
me that you are as handſome as my Miſtrels 
You do well to remind me of that, ſaid ſbe, 
So ] led her to a Surnmer-houſe that was near: 


See, Sir, ſaid ſhe, taking off her Mack, i 


thole 
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thoſe were miſtaken, who formerly tqld me 


that they found me to their liking. 

[ knew very well before, that ic was Madam 
4. Linde; but I muſt own, the Sight of her {6 
charmed my Senſes, that I had not the Power 
to utter one Word: But, ah, my God! I re- 
tired two Steps backward, and ſet my Back 
againſt the Wall, being ready to ſwoon, letting 
fal my Har, Gloves and Book. Recovet- 


ing myſelf in a few Minutes, I went and 


threw my ſelf at her Feet! Ah! Madam, 
{i4T, Why has Heaven ſent you in my way 


on to make me more wretched by the Sight 


of what 1 have loſt ? You at laſt know the 
fatel Secret; I can no longer pretend to conceal 
it from you: Tis now time for you to deter- 
mine after what Manner Tam henceforth to 
liye with you: Thave avoided your Preſence 
til now, but can no more live without ſeeing 
you; therefore do not injoin me that, ſince 
"715 not in my Power to obey you: I will now 
ſeek for all Opportunities to ſee you, and ſtrive 
to convince you that 1 have, and will live for 
you alone. I have done ill, ſaid fhe, to make 


myſelf known to you; but however I forbid 


you to think of me any more. That's-impol- 
lible, Madam, ſaid I, embracing her Knees ; 
cannot forbear to ſee and adore you; and 
tho? I die wretched, yet the ng you ſhall 
content me, ſince you know that I died for 
you, We both wept : She bid me riſe, and 
we fat down on a Seat together; there, dry- 
ing her bright Eyes, ſhe ſpake to me in very 
tender Terms, and made a Confeſſion of her 


Thoughtsof me. She owned that ſhe had lov'd 


L 4 me 


we 
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me from the firſt Time ſhe ſaw me at her Mo 
ther's; and refuſed to give me an Anſye; 
when 1 declared my Paſſion for her, becauſe 
ſhe was atraid to enter into any Engagemenz 
ſo young, having been often warned of it by 
ber Mother: That ſhe had willingly conſented 
to marry me, if I had treated with her 
Mother, and got her Conſent ; bur that onthe 
Report that had been ſpread of my being en- 
gaged ſecretly with another, fhe had eaſiy 
conſented to marry Monſieur de Londe, when 
her Mother preſſed: her to it: That ſhe had, 
and did ſtill live peaceably enough with him, 
becauſe his debauched Way of living did not 
lay ber under an Obligation of being muchin 
his Company, or much troubled with his Ca- 
reſſes: That ſhe let him live at Eaſe, accordi 
to his own Fancy, not only becauſe ſhe hi 
not love him enough to be jealous, but be- 
cauſe by her Conſtitution ſhe was not much 
inclined to love a Man's Company : So that 
ſhe only laughed at his Intrigues abroad ; and 
was come to this Garden to bony vas him 
with a Citizen's very handſome Daughter, 
with whom he had appointed a Meeting 
there; but, ſays ſhe with a deep Sigh, inſtead 
of him I have found you: The Sight of you 
revived in my Soul the Inclination J once had 
for you: I thought I bad conquered it, but! 
was deceived ; | paſt by you ſeveral times, in 
hopes you' would know me, to try if you were 
changed. The Declaration you made of 2 
me ſtill, touched my Soul: You have aſſure 
me, not knowing that it was to me you fad 
it, that you ſtill love me; and I _ 
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{have not forgot you; but if you continue 
obſtinate in 1 me, I foreſee a Thouſand 
Misfortunes that muſt attend it, and make me 
he moſt wretched Woman on Earth without 
making you happy. No Matter, ſaid I, I 
ſhall have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you. Not 
at my own Home, ;ſaid ſbe, Ihope. No mat- 
ter where, ſaid I, there or any-where elſe, I 
ſhall make it my Buſineſs to come where you 
are. You will not oblige me in it, ſaid ſbe, L 
aſſure you. Here I threw myſelf again at her 
Feet, and ſaid, My Paſſion cannot hearken to 
Reaſon; if you have any Senſe of Pity for my 
long Sufferings for ſix long Years, find out 
ſome Means to let me ſee you then in private, 
and ſo prevent a Thouſand raſh Extravagancies 
which I may commit in publick, if I am de- 
barred that only Comfort: Uſe me no more 
wich Severity, but Gentleneſs, leſt, growing 
deſperate, I commit ſuch Folliies as may undo 
us both. This, /#id /be, is begging "avours 
with Menaces; what Riſques mult I run to fee 
you privately ? and can I anſwer for ſuch Ac 
tions to my Virtue, or preſerve my Reputa-- 
tion? Your Virtue can run no Danger, ſaid J. 
with me; the Recital of my Sufferings and: 
Deſpair can never warm into a Flame a Hearr 
thats fenced with Ice like yours. Iwill not 
expole myſelf to ſuch Temptations, ſaid ſbe. 
Your Compaſſion, ſaid I, muſt either mollify 
my Griefs, or your Cruelty deſtroy me, and 
"—_ yourſelf. OT 

Her Waiting- woman, who heard all our 
Diſcourſe with Silence, took the Liberty of 
Sag ping, Sir, 1 hope your Paſſion will not og 
| * awa. 
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always ſo violent; my Lady's Goodneſs wil 
find out ſome Means to mitigate your Sor- 
rows. And, Madam, ſaid ſhe, ſpeaking to hey 
Lady, I beg you'll be pleaſed to hear what | 
can propoſe to ſerve you both You know I am 
your faithful Servant, one whom you may 
truſt; be governed by me this once, and | 
will procure you the Means to ſee one another 
with Safety and Honour You will fave my 
Life, ſaidT, running to, and embracing her, and, 
what is ſtill more precious to me, your Lady's 
Reputation: Speak, my Comforter, and pre- 
vail with her to reſolve on 2 Do 
what you both pleaſe, ſaid Madam de Londe, 
J conſent to any thiug but being alone with you; 
that J will never yield to. It was then agreed, 
that I Thould paſs for this Waiting-woman's 
Brother, going diſguiſed ro viſit her, and by 
her Means take Meaſures, Madam de Londe 
and I, to ſee one another as often as we could, 
Without running any Riſque. - 
After which we parted, and I did not lead 
her o her Coach, becauſe ſome of her Foot. 
men might have known me again When! 
Thould go to viſit her Servant; and [ returned 
home much flattered with what 1 had met 
withal. And now TI did build a thouſand chime- 
rical Hopes of gaining Madam de Londe, and 
fanſyd 1 ſhould live with her as pleaſantly as 


T did wich my Widow. I thought ſhe ws | 


now no longer the timorous innocent Virgin, 
who trembled-at a Love-Propoſal, and fled my 
Purſuit; but a marry d Woman, enraged/jultly 
againſt a Husband, for whom ſhe had never 
had much Affection, and .2 tender faithful 

b e Miſtreſs 
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"Miſtreſs to me, inclined to Love like my Wi- 
dow, and ſpurred on by Revenge againſt a 
faithleſs Husband; and therefore, though ſhe 
ſlighted his Careſſes, yet ſhe would not fly 
mine. And thus I thought her as good as gain d 
already ; but was deceivet. * 
I went the next Day diſguiſed, ro ſee her 
Waiting-woman, am Mou ſſon, who {till 
lives with her, and. paſſed for her Brother. 
She told me, that ſhe had offered herſelf to 
ſerve us for two Reaſons; firſt, becauſe ſhe 
was touched with Compaſſion to ſee our un- 
happy Condition, and next to procure, for her 
Lady ſome Amuſement to. diſſipate, her Me- 
lancholy, in which ſhe had been plunged for a 
long time; for ſhe had never ſeen her chear- 
fal, and imagined that ĩt was her Love for me 
had cauſed it, tho? ſhe had neer ſaid a Word 
to her of it: That. ſhe lived with Monſieur 
ae Londe after a ſtrange Manner of Indifference: 
on both Sides; yet, {aid ſbe, poor Lady, the ne- 
ver complains, bur ſeems always affable and 
kind to him and every body elſe ;, yet I believe 
in reality, ſhe cannot but be vex d at his Intrigues 
with other Women; and what Lady, that is 
young and handſome as ſhe is, would not be 
chagrined to be ſo uſed? They he always 
apart, are never in private together Night or 
Day, the might as well have been a Nuns 
je: lhe carries it very well, and is never out at 
Humour, but always thoughtful and melan- 
choly, For God's ſake, Sir, divert her all 
_ Jouare able; Iwill aſſiſt you to the utmoſt ot 
my Power, Tallure —_ | 


1. 6 


theſe Words Madam d Londe entered the 


I will give you leave, faid ſhe, to fay all you 


than at our firſt Meeting. I had leave to ſay all 
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I thanked her for her Zeal, and iving herz 
Preſent, which J obliged her to take, intirely 
gained her to our Service; fo ſhe went and 
Told her Lady, that I waited to ſpeak with her; 
and coming back, aſſur'd me, that ſhe had much 
ado to prevail with her to come to me; but ſhe 
has at laſt conſented, aid ſhe, and J hear her 
coming ; puſh your Fortune all yon can, Sir. At 


Room, and Mouffon would have retired, but 
e called her back. You are then afraid, Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, to let me have the Happineſs of 
one Moment's Converſation with you alone. 


1 and to talk as long as you ſhall think fit; 
ut I am pofitively reſolved never to be alone 
with you: You know that it was on this Condi- 
tion that I conſented to let you ſee me; here is 
none but Monſſon to hear what we ſay; ſhe 
knows already our Story, and I fear no Diſco- 
very from her Tongue; and if you keep not 
your Promiſe, and attempt to take any greater 
Liberties than to talk, T am determined never to 
ſee you any more, let the Conſequence be what 
it will to us both. And J aſſure you ſhe ke 

her Word punctually, fo that for fix Mont 

together I was no fartheradvanc'd in my Amour 


the fine amorous Things a Lover could invent, 
but was ſcarce permitted to touch her Hand; 
and as for her Lips, they were forbidden Fruit; 
and I was not ur d to take one ambroſin Kils, 
to keep a ſtarving Lover alive. To be plain with 


; Eri ſaid be laughing, I grew 
you, my Friends, . ing, wat 
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weary of making Love likean Angel, and had 
the Deſires of . ſo J complained to 
Mouſſon, who told me plainly, the thought me in 
the right, and could not tell what to make of her 


Lady: For, ſaid ſbe, ſince her ſeeing you ſhe. 


is not ſad, as ſhe uſed to be, ſhe looks more Bay 
and chearful, and her Beauty is much improv'd, 
and I don't know whether it be not your Fault 
that you don't gain her. Why, ſaid I, you ſee J 
do all I can ; ſhe will not ſuffer me to be alone 
with her one Minute. Do you find ſome Pretext 
to leave us, and I will venture to put her Virtue 
to the Trial. I would, ſaid ſbe, with all my 
Heart ; but ſhe has ſworn to turn me away that 
Hour that I leave you alone with'ber. No mat- 
ter, ſaid I, I will venture all, and take care of 
you. I gave ber more Gold, and at laſt ſne coa- 
ſented to run all Riſques for my Service, as ſhe 
did, and was accordingly turned away, and re- 
ſtor'd to her Place again by a Stratagem of 
mine, as you ſhall hear. | | 


She gave me Notice one Evening, that Mon- 


ſieur de Londe was going to lie two Leagues 
from Paris, as he 81055 did; and that, if [ 
would come very early the next Morning, fhe 

would let me into her Lady's Chamber before 
ſhe awaked. I emibraced Mouſſon at this Pro- 
poſal, and accepted the Offer with Tranſport, 
as you may believe I would. She kept her Word, 
and having brought me into my Lady's Cham- 
ber, left me there, and pulled the Door to after 
her. I ſoon took ſuch Liberties as were never 
before permitted me with Madam de Londe; 
for] firft gazed upon her with the utmoſt Sa- 
tisfaction 
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tisfaction and Pleaſure; and then, unable tg 


command my Paſſion, I ran to the Bedfide 
threw the Bed-cloaths off her ſnowy Boſom, 


threw myſelf down by her, and ſeized a hundred 


Kiſſes before ſhe could recover herſelf, bein 
frighted out of her Sleep, and in the wo 
Conſternation. I hoped ſhe would only have 
made ſome Reſiſtance, which I ſhould have 
eaſily overcome; but inſtead of that ſhe cried 


for Help as loud as ſhe could cry. On which 


T heard the Domeſticks running towards the 


Chamber, and was forced to retreat by the 
Back-Stairs, whilſt the Servants entered by an- 
other Door from the great Stair-caſe, and askd 
what was the matter? and Mouſſon, entering 


at the ſame time heard her Lady's Anſwer, who 
ſaid, That ſhe was awaked out of her Sleep by 
a frightful Dream, in which The had fanſyd 
herſelf in a Dragon's Paws, and ſo had ſcream d 


out for Help and awaked herſelf, When heard 


this was her Anſwer I was well enough pleaſed. 
But having ſent her Servants: away with this 
Excuſe, fhe roſe; and Mouon having dreſſed 
her, ſhe diſmiſſed her, for having left her 
Chamber contrary to Order, before ſhe was 


up, not regarding all ſhe ſaid to excuſe herlelt 


The poor Creature came directly to me, full of 
Grief. I comforted her as well as I could; 


and finding no Time muſt be. loſt, for fear an- 


other ſhould be put into her Place, I imme- 
diately thought of a Stratagem to reſtore her to 
it, which it was altogether my Intereſt to do. 


So inſtructed her what to do, and.ſhe obey'd 


my Orders. 


1 
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I went directly to the Capuchin Convent, 
where Madam de Longde's Brother was; for 
we had been ever great Friends, but yet I had 
never acquainted him with my Love for his 
Siſter. We talked a while together of things 
indifferent. At laſt a Servant came and told 
him ſomebody wanted to ſpeak with him at the 
Gate: We went thither together, and found 


it was Mouſſon. I come, ſaid ſhe, moſt reve- 


verend Father, to beg that you will make my 
peace with my Lady your Siſter; ſhe has put 
me away in a Paſſion; I own I was to blame, 
but I have begged her Pardon; for God's fake 
do me the Favour to pacify her. I will do what 
I can, ſaid he. Alas! Sir, ſaid ſbe, you muſt 
loſe no Time, if you will be ſo good; for if 
my Lady takes another in my Place, Iam un- 
done, and ſhan't be received again. 3 
Who is this Woman, ſaid I, my reverend Fa- 
ther? ſhe ſeems to have a great Affection for 
her Lady. *Tis my Siſter de Londe's Wait- 
ting-woman, ſaid he, a very honeſt Crea- 
ture, I believe. Alas! ſaid I, tis pity ; you 
muſt make her Peace; pray go thither pre- 
ſently, 'tis a Deed of Charity; I will go along 
with you, and join my Intreaties with yours ; 
I have not ſeen your Sifter ſince her Mar- 
tige, and I ſhall be glad of this Opportunity 
%o pay her a Viſit, and renew our Ac- 
quaintance. With all my Heart, ſaid he, we'll 
dine there; 'tis a ing ſo they won't pro⸗ 
vide any Thing extraordinary for us. I will 
give you a Letter to my Siſter, ſaid he to 
Mouſſon. Alas! Sir, I dare not go without 


vou, 
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good Cauchin asked her Siſter to 
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you, ſaid {be ; I have no Hopes of getting to 
the Speech of my Lady but by your Mean; 
My Sitter is very angry indeed then, ſaid he 
laughing; but go before; we ſhall be there al. 
moſt as ſoon as you ; if not, wait for us: We 
did not ſtay long, but went thither, and found 


Monſieur de Londe and his Lady juſt ſet down 
to Table, he being juſt. come home. At another 


time his Preſence would have been irkſome to 


me, but at this I was glad to ſee him, becauſe! 


was ſure that it would hinder his Lady from ſay- 
ing any thing of what had paſt, and ſo oblige her 
to take Mouſſon again. Monſieur de Londe did 
not know me, for he had never ſeen me before, 


tho? I had ſo long ue his Houſe, becauſe 
I always came diſguiſed, and by the Back-doors, 


in his Abſence; and the Domeſticks had never 
ſeen me but in mean Habit, as Mouſſons Bro- | 


ther ; ſo I behaved myſelf as if I had never been 
there before, or ſeen Madam de Londe ſince 


her Marriage. Madam, ſaid I, I would not 


ſlip this happy Op nity of coming along 
with the —.—— ather your 1 have 
the Honour to ſee you, and to aſſure you that 
no Perſon iv 
happily diſpoſed of than I am. 1 ſaluted her, 
and ſhe received my Compliment, as I per- 
ceived, with inward Rage, but outward Ci- 
vility, and ſome Conftraint. Then ] ſaluted 
Monſieur de Londe, whom the Capuckix bad 
informed who I was; he loaded me with Ci 
wilities, to which I made all the Returns pol- 
fible. So we ſat down to Table, where the 
pardon 
Monſon, 


is more glad of your being 
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AMoufſon ; but ſhe loſt all Patience at this Re- 
queſt, and ſeemed ſo reſolved againſt, her that 
every body but I was ſurpriſed ; and both her 
Brother and Husband asked her what Mon ſſon 
had done to make her ſo angry? She heſi- 
tated at theſe Queſtions, and I could not for- 
bear ro ſmile, which put her quite out of 
Countenance; ſhe bluſhed, and faid aloud, 
That Gentleman, addreſſing herſelf to me, 
knows better than any body my Reaſons for 
refuſing to take her again; and I am ſure he 
cannot but approve of what I do, if he will 
ſpeak his Thoughts. I proteſt, Madam, ſaid I, 
that I have ſuch an Opinion of your Senſe, 
that I cannot think her altogether blameleſs, 
fince ſhe has diſpleaſed you; but, Madam, 
we muſt forgive our Domeſticks; and after 
whet I have heard _—_ Mrs. Mou ſſon ſay this 
Day to your Brother, I cannot but plead for 
her; ſhe has expreſſed ſuch a tender Affection 
for you, and ſo promiſed never to offend you 
any more, that I am poſitive of her plea! 
you for the future in all things; and mu 
join wich this good Father to beg you to take 
her again, tho? his Interceſſion is doubtleſs ſut- 
hcient to obtain ſach a Requeſt of you. 
ere's a fine way of paſſing our Dinner, ſaid 
Monſieur de Londe, and a genteel Way of en- 
tertaining Monſieur du Pais the firſt time that 
he has done us the Favour to come to fee us; 
lay aſide theſe Domeſtic Feuds, and take your 
alting-woman again, and don't trouble us 
any more about ſuch Trifles: Call her in, 
ſaid he to one of the Footmen, who immediately 


fetched her: Well, Mouſſon, ſaid Mon ſieur 
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de Londe, my Wife ſhall take you again thy 
time, and pray don't let me hear of any more 


Quarrels between you. What the Devil is the 


matter, that you are ſometimes ſuch great 


Friends together, and afterwards fall out? 


Come, Gentlemen, ſaid he, ſpeaking to u, 
let us talk, of, ſomething elſe. to divert us, 
Madam de Londe faid no more, but only, 


Mouſſon, | forgive you to oblige Monſieur 
de Londe; thank him for it, and ſerve me bet- 


ter hence forward. We ſpent the Afternoon 
together, and took Leave before Supper, 


without my having one Minute's Opportunity 
to ſpeak a Word in private to my offended 
Miſtreſs. So ] let fall my Snuff- box as I went 
out, on purpoſe to have a Pretext to return, 


even before her Husband, for fear it would be 
a long time before I ſhould get an — 
of ſpeaking to her by Mou ſſons N 
that very Night I writ this Letter: 


eans, and 


The LETTER. 
Madam, ö | 


8 


You had no great Reaſon to put yourſelf in 


' jo great a Paſſion againſt me, and I don: 


ſee what it will fignify for me to be might) 


ſorry that I offended. you, ſiuce I do not 
perceive that I (ball grow — : Thank 


yourſelf only that I am grown ſo diſtracted, 


accuſe none but your own Cruelty, which has 
reduced me to Deſpair. To ſee you in that hea- 
venly Place your Bed, undreſſed,. aſleep, what 
Lover could refrain from flying to your _ 

| - , 
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to raviſh Kiſſes from thoſe roſy Lips? Alas I 
ſpould ſtill do the ſame, tho certain Death at- 
tended ſuch an Action, and that I were ſure 
you never would forgive me. I love you even 
zo Adoration and Madneſs : Nay, I could curſe 
your Virtue, and wilh to hate you; yet that 
Virtue charms me : How can you 1 fre ſuch 
different Paſſions in my Soul? If I can thus 
adore you whilſt ſo cruel and ſevere, what 
ſhould T do, if you were merciful and kind ! 
Tou have no Reaſon to be angry with your 
Maitiug- woman for what ] have done, for ſhe 
had no Hand in it; I ſtole foerery into your 
Apartment, and there paſt the Night unknowy 
#0 her; and had ſhe not locked your" Chambet- 
door, at going from you, and took the Key with 
her, I had ſtolen to your Arms in the dead of 
Nighe, for I was in the next Room: See what 
jou reduce me ro For Heaven's ſake pity, aud 
render my Life ſupportable: I am reſolved to 
ſacrifice it at your Feet, if you do not ceaſe to be 
ſo cruel; nothing ſball alter my Reſolution, and 
Iwill, with my own Hand, and in your Pre- 


ſence, end that Life which your Cruelty renders 


inſupportable. 


Your Victim, 
DU PUIS. 


I went back the next Day, not diſguiſed ; 
for da Puis had now taken the Place of Mou/- 
ſon's Brother; I ſpoke to her, and ſhe aſſured 
me her Lady was ſo angry againſt both her and 
me, that ſhe dared not ſpeak one —_— 

| at 


* 
a 
—— — — - * - - 
— . ̃ ů . ⁵⁰ uA ⅛ Load ⏑ . at Sfr m. „ 
— — « — — » os —— — 1 tt — 


— noon 


— . —¹ R erer 
2 —— 1 


— — —p 
* r — 
Moti CES. - . 


—— — 
* 
9 8 
—_ 


ä—N—ä—— ß —— tA —— ⏑ 
* 7 4 VE 


—ͤ—ũ—6ẽä—6 — —Uäüä6—ͤ — 
= 


— — 
7 S = * 


—_ — — 


_ Co 
= re deotniicoed — 8 
a — oy - — — 
* * . 22 * — 0 wo 
* . i A — 1 G * * — p * — — 
| 
6 CONES Ogre nm, ney one meme no TT EY ... . 
Wot — ona — — — 
— cr"; 
2 4 2 
a — a n — * — 
* an 2 * . Y =—_ " s Size \ 


260 he ILLUsSTR1ovws 


That ſhe had only told her, that ſhe knew no- 
thing way being hid in the Apartment, as we 
had agreed ; but that her Lady had not ſeemed. 
to credit what ſhe ſaid. I would have given 
her the Letter to deliver to her Lady, but ſhe 
refuſed it; then I defired ſhe would be about 
her Miſtreſs, whilft I gave it her herſelf 
This ſhe conſented to, and fo went into the 
Chamber where ſhe was along with me. [ 
asked her for my Snuft-box: I come to beg 
the Favour of you, Madam, ſaid I, to inquire 
of your Domeſticks, if any body has found my 
Snuff-box, which I dropped here yeſterdayy 
it came from a Hand that is very dear to me, and 
I ſhould be ſorry to loſe it. And now being 
left alone wich only her and Mou ſſon, I threy 
myſelf at her Feet. Leave me, inſolent Man, 
faid ſhe, and ſee me no more; with a moſt 
ſcornful Air, at which I was much enraged 
but had no Time to make any Anſwer, becauſel 
heard the Servant coming. I would have 
the Letter into her Hand, but ſhe would not 
take it, ſo I threw it open on the Side of her 
Bed; ſhe ſaw it, and would have forced me to 
take it again; but the Servants coming in wich 
my Snuff. box prevented it. I took the Boy, 
and taking Leave immediately, went away. 
Without all queſtion, Madam de Londe read 
my Letter; for I could never get an O pporu- 
nity for two Months after to ſpeak one Word io 
her alone, tho 1 kept Company with her Hul 
band, and was daily there. And this Conduct of 
hers, inſtead of diſcouraging me, ſo * 
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my Paſſion and increaſed my Reſpect and Af- 
fecttion for her, that I became the moſt conſtant 
and ſincere Lover that Man could be, inſtead 
of the greateſt Libertine and inconſtant De- 
bauchee that ever was born, which I was be- 
fore: Nay, I have continued conſtant to this 
Hour, and deſired no other Happineſs but to 
poſſeſs ſo beautiful, ſo charming, and virtuous 
2 Woman; and you will believe I ſpeak the 
Truth, when you hear what follows. 
Finding ſhe was thus reſolute not to give me a 
Moment's Audience alone, I was obliged to 
contract a great Friendſhip with Monſieur de 
Londe, and take Share of all his Diverſions ; and 
ſo by Degrees he made me his Confident, and 
communicared his moſt ſecret Thoughts to me 
concerning his Wife and Miſtreſſes: And one 
Day, when he and I were together at his Country - 
Houſe, My Lord, ſaid I, arè not you afraid, that 
Madam de Londe, who is ſo young, ſo handſome 
and agreeable, will reſent this Conduct of yours, 
in running after other Women? Alas! you de 
not know her, ſaid he; there is nota Woman on 
Earth leſs inclin'd to love than ſhe is; ſhe would 
have made a better Nun than a Wife: ſhe never 
admits my Embraces, but with Reluctancy and 
Conſtraint, ſo that I am grown indifferent; I 
don't love Force. But is there no reciprocal 
Affection between you ? ſaid. I, did you marry 
one another againſt your Wills? I can't an- 
wer for my Wife, ſaid he; but for my own 
Part I loved her paſſionately, and do fo ſtill; 
but [ believe ſhe never loved; and I waz, for 
23ghteen Months together, the moſt 3 
Dat- 
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doating, faithful Husband that ever France pro. 
duced; and I ſhould ftill be the fame, it her 
Coldneſs and Indifference had not made me 
otherwiſe. She receives me in Bed, as one 
whom ſhe will not reſiſt, becauſe I am her 
Husband, but as if ſhe had rather not haye 
my Company. I have told her my Thoughts 
and ſhe, not diſſembling, has confeſſed that i 
was, ſhe believed, a Defect in her Conſtitu- 
tion, and that ſhe had no Inclination to Man- 
kind. I found at laſt, that I could not oblige her 
more than to abſent her Bed, and let her live 
after her own Fancy. | Fir bye 
Then I thought a little Jealouſy might rouſe 
her Paſſions ; ſo I got Miſtreſſes, and brought 
them in her way; but the only laughs at my 
Extravagancies, and ſeems diverted with my 
ollies; nay, ſhe is more chearful and gay, 
and looks better than when ſhe ſlept in m 
Arms; ſo that at laſt I have brought myke 
to love her as a dear Friend, and to live with 
her as if ſhe were no Woman. I fhould be 
tranſported if I could once make her jealous, ' 
and weary out of this ſolitary way of living; an 
then I ſhould be more amorous than ever, and it 
would fave me a great deal of Money and Fa- 
TBE, which this looſe way of living gives me. 
hy don't you ſet her Brother and Confeſſot 
to talk to her? ſaid T. Alas, ſaid he, thats to 
no Purpoſe; if ſhe does not act by Affection, 
I nds have her do it by Compulſion; 1 
value no Careſſes, where the Heart is not con- 
ſenting: It is not long ſince I went to Bed to 
her, and tho ſhe received me with that 1 | 


* 
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liry that a Wife ought, yet ſhe ſhewed ſo much 
Conſtraint and Coldneſs, that I roſe with a full 
Reſolurion to trouble her no more. What you 
relate, ſaid I, even exceeds Belief. How, does 
ſhe paſs her Time? Has ſhe no favourite Lover 
ſecretly? No, ſaid he, I ſuſpected. that at 
firſt, but I was ſoon convinced ſhe was inno- 
cent; ſhe does not ſee one living Creature but 


her Domeſticks and Relations, and goes abroad 


{ ſeldom, that I am unealy at it; ſhe is ſome- 


times a Quarter of a Year together without ſtir- 


ting out of Doors, except to Maſs and Sermons, 
and ſhe ſpends all her Time in working at her 
Needle with her Chamber-maids and Waiting- 
woman; nay) ſometimes ſhe falls out with them, 
as you ſaw ſhe did the other Day: She and her 
Maids have made all the Hangings, Chairs and 
Stools about the Houſe, together with the Fur- 
niture of the Beds; which they-haveembroider'd 
and wrought ſo magnificently, that one would 


wonder how ſo much Work could be done in 
ſo ſnort a time as the few Ygars we have been 


marrried : She has a dozen Women at work 


frequently,” and our Houſe may be _ called 


a Convent of Penitents, and ſhe the Abbeſs; 
for ſometimes ſhe does not go abroad for three 


or four Months together; and tho ſhe main- 


tains, and pays her Work-women very well, 
yet ſeveral of them have left her, not endure- 
ing to live ſo retired a Life: No Man ever 


enters her Apartment, but her Brother and. 


myſelf, or ſome Friend that I bring to ſee 


her. All the Diverſion that ſhe: takes, that 1 


know of, is ſometimes in an Evening to ſee 


her 


- 
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her People dance in one of the Parlours : 
eee and dances cer | 
herſelf very often, fo that the. is infinitely be. 
lovedby her Servants ny Fortnight ago 
I came home in-2 Chair, and my-Footman 
knocked near an Hour at the Gate before 
could be let in. I heard an Noiſe 2 — | 
and hallowing, ſinging and fiddling, as 
Mob had — Holiday in the Houſe 
I found her fitting very ſeriou 1e T 
the Servants all at Play; the Coachman was half 
cod enteneiont the Mat-with Sons 
that would have made a Man burſt with L 
ter: I made the Sport be continued till 
night, let them have Wine enough, —.— 
paſt an Evening more pleaſantiy; yet ſhe is 
grave by Nature, and too thoughtful; and = 
this only to amule ena I am perſuaded, | 


had, not long ſince, a very 

Girl that I debauc bed, . 
Houſe about five Miles off; I uſed to go to 
lie there two or three times a. weele echoes: 
my Wife took no! N 
Fg tempt enact ne as ſhe 
ſometimes is, to make herſ e mJ | 
— —e had me 0 e 
8 early one to the ak 
* 5 8 
Tee Couch e Das 
and running out of Bed to the Window, ſoon 
— Who it was: I made my Miltreb 


iy Skip out of Bed; but beloce de could bebe 


1 my Wife entered the Room laugb- 
ing. An cating a on a 


She put a Purſe with Fifty Piſtoles in it, into 
the Girl's Hand, who fell at her Feet, drowned 
in Tears, begging Pardon. Poor Child, ſaid 
fre, you have hurt yourſelf more than me; go 


[ could not ſpeak.” She ran to me, and took mne 
in her Arms, and told me, with a Kiſs, I Was 
to blame to ruin a Child; and that ſhe hoped, 1 


beral of my Fortune in giving ſuch a Preſent; - 
. my Dear, ſaid ſbe, I have ſaved 
what I give on theſe Occaſions out of my 
Poctzet- money that you allow me. I embraced. 
der with the utmoſt Affection, dreſſed, and 


when I would have gone to Bed with her at 


and Reſpect, that I deny'd myſelf that Plea- 
fure to oblige her. She oft rallies me about 


that I ever ſaw in my Life: Nay ſhe is gay and 
pleaſant, diverttht me and every bay elſe; 
jet ſerious and reſerved to a Fault at᷑ other 
umes. This is her true Character, and I am the 
Vol. II 8 
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Peaſant, Really you are a very pretty Girl, ſaic 
he, and Tarn ſorry you have no more Wit and 
Grace; but bere'sſomething to provide for you: 
make haſte Home to your Father, and live ho-. 
reſt; and marry ſome good-natured Country- 
man to hide your Shame. Monſieur de Londe 
will ſoon betird,and then you will be wretched. 


Home, and if you behave yourſelf well, I ſhall 
be kind to you. For my Part, I was fo con- 
founded at her generous Treatment of us, that 


would not be angry with her for being too li-- 


came home with her immediately; but yer, 
Night, ſhe declined it with ſo much Coldneſs 


my Follies when we are alone, and has the 
moſt Wit and good Humour of an; Woman 


hap- 
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heppieſt Man in the World; and yet had. a; 
- good have no Wife at all, for any Hopes of 
Poſterity. "7 | 
I proteſt, ſaid I, I never heard the like: 
there are few Ladies of this Character. For 
my own Part, I could be very fond of a Wife 
that had her other Perfections; bur I ſhould 
be very unhappy, if ſhe was ſo little inclined to 
Love; tis very well you are ſo eaſy with it, 
and * as extraordinary a Husband as ſhe 
is a Wife. | 33 
1 ſmiled in my own Thoughts at his Diſ. 
courſe, concluding it was her Love for methat 


eauſed her Coldneſs to him, for he was one of 


the handſomeſt Men in France, and a Manthat 
any Woman in the World would have been 


fond o if her Heart had not been Seel 
N- 


And as for the pretended Coldneſs of her C 
ſtitution, I knew twas all a Jeſt, for tho Virtue 


governed her Paſſions and Inclinations to the 


greateſt Degree, yet I was ſenſible ſhe was ca · 
pable of loving with all the Warmth and Ten- 
derneſs of a Venus; elſe ſhe would not baue 
bluſhed and trembled at my Approaches, and 
feared to truſt herſelf, with me alone; which 
ſhewed ſhe wiſely miſtruſted herſelf, and dared 
not ſtand a Trial of her Virtue with the Man ſhe 
loved: All which ſhe has ſince own'd to me to 
be true. And, Ladies, Iadviſe you all to teach 
your Daughters and Friends theſe Maxim, 
which ſhew a Woman to be truly wile: - Forſhe 
that is too confident of her own Virtue, is more 
eaſy to be betray d, than-ſhe who wiſely flies the 
dangerous Trial. Madam de Londe was m 
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grown ſo reſerved towards me, that ſhe would 
not ſpeak to me even in Moufſor”s Preſence ; 
ſo chat for ſix Months together I could do no- 
thing but gaze upon her, and converſe in pub- 
lick. This Conduct fo increaſed my Love and 
Admiration for her, that at laſt I found I could 
not live without her. 1 reſiſted all I was able, 
oppoſed Religion and Reaſon againſt the raging 
Paſſion; but in vain. Igrew even to hate Mon- 
ſieur de Londe, and look upon him as the Ob- 
ſtacle of my Happineſs; and not as a Friend 
but a hateful Rival; ſo that I was often rempted 
to pick a Quarrel with him, that I might, as 1 
hoped I ſhould, kill him. At other times I re- 
ſolved to be a ſecond Tarquiz, and enjoy her by 
Force, let the Conſequence be what it would; 
nay, [ often repented that I had not learned her 
Brother's wicked Arts when he would have re- 
vealed them to me. But all theſe horrid 
Thoughts laſted not long, Reaſon and Religion 
overcame theſe Temptations. And as you have 
all heard, and you, oaks du Puis, know, laſt 
Summer [ fell ſick of a cruel Fever, ſo that 1 
was a great while light- headed; and, as you 

told me on my Recovery, I continually talked 
of Madam de Loxde, and ſo informed you of 
my 1 and Deſigns of killing the Hus- 
| band, and poſſeſſing his Wife; and you have 
told me the Concern you were in, and how 


STRESS 


or{he you went and ſpoke to her about it, and how 
ore _ embarraſs'd ſhe was to think what ſhe ſhould 
ies " do; but chat at laſt you prevailed with her to 
8 N 


come and ſee me, as the accordingly did; 
and that I ſaid a * extravagant things 
| M 2 0 
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to her, but yet with great Reſpect, how ſhe 
failed not to ſhew ihe ery — Piticd me, 
but went no farther; and beg of you that 
no Perſons might be let to ſee me, but ſuch as 
— could anſwer for their Diſcretion, becauſe 
er Name was continually in my Mouth; and 
that, above all People, Monſieur de Londe 
fhould not be admitted to ſpeak to me; and 
that you deny'd me to him, as the defir'd, ſeve- 
ral times when he came to viſit me; telling him, 
I was not in a Condition to ſee any body. At 
laſt Youth and Medicines conquered my Diſ- 
eaſe, and I recovered of my Fever; but my 
Love redoubPd, and at laſt brought me to ſuch a 
ee of Deſpair, that it was to Exceſs. What 
Z nad ſaid in my Illneſs, made her more upon 
her Guard than ever, and ſhe could not ſee me 
without trembling; ſhe avoided ſpeaking to 
me, and above all, to be alone with me; ſo that 
J loft all my Pains in endeavouring it; nor 
eould I obtain that Favour even in Morſſons 
Preſence. At laſt Igrew quite weary of Living, 
and rook 2 Reſolution either to die before her, 
Or on her to yield to me, to preſerve my Life. 
This, I own, wa sa fooliſh and wicked Deſign; 
but you muſt excuſe it, on account of my former 
Ulneſs, for doubtleſs it was the Remains of my 
Fever that made me thus lunatick. It was ſix 
whole Weeks before I could find an Opportu- 
nity to effect my Deſign. 
One Evening I ſtole into her Chamber, and 
there in a Cloſet hid myſelf behind 2 
Screen that was {ſet aſide, it being Summer. 


When I faw, chat ſhe was left all 3 


vw 


her: Madam, ſaid, tis in vain to fly from 


Since there is no Mercy to be obtained at your 


I vas fo tranſported with my Paſſion, that | had 
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her Chamber, where ſhe ſupped, her Husband 
being abſent, and all the Domeſticks at Supper, 
{ ſtole forth. She gave a great Shriek at the 
Sight of me; but nobody was near enough to 
hear her: She was at her Devotions on her 
Knees before a Crucifix, when I entered the 
Room; and riſing, tried to go out, but I held 


— — 
— — 
— 

1 


me, or cry out; in the Condition I am now ur, 
1 fear no Diſcovery ; I will do = no Injury, 
but rid you of my{elf and your Fears together: 


* — — * * — a - — 
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Hands, I com̃e to {eek a Remedy by dying ar 
your Feet: I read my Sentence in your Eyes : 
the Execution I am going to perform on myſelf, 
is 2 Sight well worth your beholding, and will, 
1 doubt not, pleaſe you: Ar theſe Words I ſhur 
the Chamber-door, and returned to her with 
my drawn Sword in my Hand. She was ſo 
frighted, that ſhe was quite ſtupefied, and 
ſeemed more dead than alive. Tis certain, that 


ſurely ſtabb'd myſelf to the Heart, if ſhe had not 
por prevented me; for I clapped the 
Pommel of my Sword againſt the Wall, and 
threw myſelf on the Point, like an 4jax or 
Laer. This Action diſſipated all her 

ears of my having a Deſign on her Life or 
Virtue, and awaked all her Care for me; and 
ſhe ran and catched me in her Arms to hold 
me, but not time enough to ſave me quite; 
for my Sword was gone quite thro* my Body, 
between my Lower-ribs: She drew it out im- 
mediately, on which my Blood ran out at the 
| — two 


270 The ILLUSTRIOUS 


two Wounds like a Fountain. Oh! my God! 
Jaid ſhe, what do] behold! Nothing, adam, 
2 I, but the firſt Effect of your Cruelty: 
Let me finiſh my Pain, and glut your cruel 
Soul. At theſe Words I went to reach my Sword 
Again. Nothing but my Death, faid I, can ſa- 
tisfy you, and you ſhall be obliged. Herel 
fell down, Loſs of Blood rendering me unable 
. F ee 
At this Sight ſhe ran to the Door, and open'd 
it to call for Help; and Moſſon, by good For- 
tune having forgot ſomething, entered the 
Room. Tleave you to imagine her Surprize, to 
find her Lady and I in this Condition. And now 
Madam de Londe took me in her Arms for the 
firſt time: For God's fake, ſaid ſbe, take care 
of your Life, and I will do any thing topreſerve 
it; do but take care of my Reputation: I 
that you will ſuffer me to take care of you, a 
let your Wounds be dreſsd; and if you recover, 
I will ſhew that I love you: Theſe Words re- 
vived my Soul, and I ſyffer'd her and Moi ſſon to 
lead me to Moxfſon's Chamber. Madam & 
Londe ſtaid there by me, having laid me on the 
Bed; and Mouſſon ran thro? the Garden, for a 
Surgeon who lived within -a few Doors. He 
came, being informed that I was wounded in 
a Duel, and had took Refuge in her Chamber, 
and that he muſt keep the Secret; he pro 
my Wound, and fear d it was mortal; he dreſs d 
it, put me to Bed, and, in ſnhort, I remained in 
that Chamber for fix Weeks; in which time 1 
was attended by Mon ſſon and Madam de Londe, 
With the greateſt Care and Tenderneſs, with- 


out 
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out any of the Domeſticks, or Monſieur de 
Londe's ever knowing one Word of ir. At the 
ſix Weeks end I was led down the Back- ſtairs by 
my kind Benefactreſs and her Servant, and pat 
into a Chair at the Stair- foot, and ſo carried out 
thro the Garden to the Surgeor s, from whence 
took another Chair home to my Mother's, 
where was received with the utmoſt Surprize, 
for I was ſo altered, ſo pale and weak, that 1 
could ſcarce be known ; ſhe received me ten- 
derly, and asked no Queſtions ; for ſhe, as 
well as the reſt of the World, imagined I had 
been ſick of a faſhionable Malady, which Peo- 
ple of my Character are ſubjeCt to meet withal. 
The Surgeon viſited me daily, my Wound not 
being perfectly cured, and we were always 
left alone, which confirmed her Suſpicions 
and other Peoples, whom I cannot blame; 
but Madam de Londe, fince her being a Wi- 
dow, has declared that ſhe knew where I was 
at that time. All the time of my 123 
I was in Mouſſows Chamber, my dear Miſtreſs 
waited on me when my Wound was dreſſed, 
and at my Requeſt put the Plaiſters on with 
her own Hands; nor did I eat any thing but 
what ſhe gave me; and ſhe condeſcended fo 
far as to careſs and embrace me, being fo well 
convinced of my Paſſion for her, and ſo con- 

_ fident of my being a Man of Honour, that ſhe 
{aid ſhe did not need to diſſemble, or fear me 
any longer; and ſhe ſtaid by my Bed-ſide, all 
the time, the beſt part of the Day; nay, ſhe 
ſeemed to flatter me with having my Deſires ſo 
ſoon as I was well; but this ſhe did, as ſhe has 
| ED "0 4 ſince 
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ſince told me, only to effect my Cure: But! 
went home with great Ho . 
of poſſeſſing my adored Miſtreſs. But great 
Changes 1 in our Affairs before I was 
well; for before I was able to go abroad, I had 
the News of Monſieur de Londes Death; who 
died of a Pleuriſy, at his Country Houſe, in 
two Days time; for which you may believe! 
Was not much afflicted, tho! his Widow was, 
for ſhe mourned very -fincerely for him; and 
indeed he deſerved it, for he was in Truth a 
very indulgent Husband, and too obliging, in 
It was two whole Months before I could 
abroad, and then I made my firſt Viſit to * 
charming Widow, but mention d nothing of the 
kind Promiſe ſne had made me: I gave way to 
ber Tears at this time, and comforted her wich 
a mighty demure Face. The ſecond Viſit I found 
her alone with Monſſon, as I had deſired her to 
be by a Letter I had given Monſſon to deliver to 
her: Then I threw myſelf at her Feet with 
Tranſport, and ſhe embraced me, and we could 
not behold one another with dry Eyes. I made 
no Mention of Londe her dead Husband, but 
pleaded for myſelf paſſionately, proteſting I had 
no laid aſide all criminal Thoughts, and aimed 
at no other Happineſs but chat of being ber 
Husband: No Obſtacle- now'remains, ſaid I, 
and you may make me the moſt happy Man on 
Earth, and ſhew the tender Paſſion you have 
-owned that you have for me: Virtue and 
Honour now plead my Cauſe, and powerful 


Love ſupports it. She again embraced me, 


and 
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and Lr to be mine ſo ſoon as Decency 


would permit. I pleaded that the Lime 


night 
be ſhort. And ſhe at laſt yielded, that if der 


Relations would intercede for me, ſhe woud 
agree to my Deſires ; becauſe ſhe would nat 


let the World perceive that it was only Love, 


but rather her Relations Intreaties, that pre- 
vailed. I immediately applied rage to the 
Eccleſiaſtick her Brother, and h e ſet thereſt of 


the Family to ſecond him. On whieh Madam 


de Londe conſented to marry me at the End of 
{ix Months. After this I ſaw herevery Day, and 
was pleaſed to ſee that ſhe thought the time long 
as well as I, and I perceiv'd noneof that Cold 
in her Conduct towards me, that Monſieur 4e 
Londe e of; but, on the contrary, a 
great deal of Ardour and Affection. We were 
now. within twelve Days of the happy Time de- 
ſtined for our Union, when my evil Deſtiny: 
e my Happineſs, by the Death of the: 
rieſt her Brother, theunfortunate Gallouin. 
He was a very fine Preacher, and a devout 
Prieit, and had been choſen to go -onthe-Mit- 
lion to preach the laſt Leut, and. vs not ta 


return till Eaſter, and he had defired us ta 


defer our jage till his Return; which we 
readily conſented to, becauſe he was but two 
Days Journey from Paris, and would be back 


t the time we had appointed, which was the. 


Thurſday after Eaſter Week: He had been 


on Eaſter Eve to a Place on an Act of Cha- 
ty, and was in the Evening returning te his 


Convent with a Brother of that Order, ca- 
Which they had about two Leagues to 


£05. 
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and on the way he met with one of the ſaddeſt 
Accidents that coyld befall a Man: They were 
ee d ba Foreſt in the Way, and to 
croſs by a Path tHat was very little frequented, ir 
being a Croſs-road to the Convent. In this Fo- 

reſt there was a Band of Thieves, who had com- 
"mitted moſt horrid Crimes and Outrages ; and 
being purſued, had fled to chis Place to hide 
themſelves. It was Moonlight when theſe two 


poor Capucbius were going by, and the Thieves 


Perceiving them, theſe Villains laid hold of 
em, to take away their Habits, to concealtwo 
of them under that Diſguiſe ; and to ee 
| 8 reſolv'd to murder the poor 

Fathers; and to prevent their Bodies from be- 
ing found in the Road, they agreed to hang 
them in a Tree, whoſe Branches were very 
chick, und ftood amongſt others out of the 
ighway. It was in vain to ask Mercy at theſe 


Roan: Hands: they were deaf to Reaſon and 
2 ; 


S them up, and fled three 
eagues farther,” where they Were taken, and 
being broken on che Wheel confeld this Crime 
amongꝑſt many others of the like Nature, and 
that they had thrown their Habits into a Ditch, 
where they were found. | 
Thus ended the Life of a Man, who had 
lived the Life of a Saint in bis Convent; and 
Dy — to avoid this Death, with which his 
Stars had menaced him, had quitted the 
World, and fo thrown himſelf into that Miſ- 
fortune. The'Loſs of ſo dear and good 2 
Friend ſenſibly touched me, and does ſtil; 
ey | Wi 


unfortunate 
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vitbout intending it, becauſe he was ignorant 
of your Marriage, ſaid Monſieur du Puis to 
Monſteur des Frans, yet I believe you are too 
us and compaſſionate not to regret bis 
unfortunate End. Yes, — des Frans, indeed 
Ido; but pray go on with your Story. It is fi- 
niſhed, ſaid du Puis; for I think tis needleſs 
10 relate how much his Family, and in particu- 
lar his Siſter, mourned, and o ſtill lament his 
End: So that it is no Wonder our f 
Marriage has been deferred till now, when, 
thank Heaven, our Marriage Articles are rcp 
tor ſigning ; and I believe we are both equally 
willing to be one another's, and I hope that we 
ſhall be marry'd, as ſoon as! des Ronaic 
and my Coulin is fo. 

Some light ON happened before 
theſe wo Marriages were performed; and 
Monſieur des Frans's with Madam de Mong), 
* was very ſoon after. EX 
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ſieur der Ronais's, and the little Time he had to 
ſpeak to her in conducting her Home, - becauſe 
Madam de F«ſſy had gone along with them, be. 
ing impatient as a Lover, went the next Mom. 
ing ſomewhat early, to pay her a Viſit; and 
Finding her not up, was admitted, with ſome 
Difficulty, inte her Chamberby Mouſſon, 25the 
lay in Bed: Madam, [aid be, wws-he entered the 
Room, Lcome to know what. my Mother and 
Jou have determined, and if L may. flatter my- 
ſelf with the Hepes of our · ſpeedy Union, and 
af you have ftill any he 4. ig to make me 
happy, after my long Sufferings. You knon, 
{4 ſhe, with. a very obliging Smile, what ny 
1 houghts are on chat Subject; and if there 
were no other Obſtacle but me, you ſhould be 
happy To-morrow as I can make you; but 
there. ſtill remains one thing more +0 do fit. 
I think Jam born, ſaid be, to be always wreteh- 
ed. What can Fate now throw in the . 
Speak quickly, and let me know my Task. Ti 
dur own Family and mine, ſaid /be, that haye 
uad the Propeſal, and they mult be gracified. 
Tam, you know, the Widow of a Man who 
was poſſeſſed of @ great Poſt in the Cou 
and wes very conſiderable in the World; an 
It. is objected, that I muſt not throw myſelf in- 
to the Arms of a private Gentieman as you 
are, unleſs you beeſtabliſhed in one net infe- 
rior; if it were left to my own Choice, be- 
lieve me, I would be Yours To-morrow 1 but, 
my dear Lover, I muſt ares, with the 
World, and you muſt get an Employmem 
before our Marriage, leſt· People ref by 
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Fay. it was my Fortune that procured it for you; 
e ol muſt be put in Poſleflign of it 
before our Marriage Articles are ſigned, to the 
end that you mas by your Quality, and Poſt 
juſtify my Choice, and prevent the World 
from ſaying I have debaſed myſelf: This is the 
Opinion of Madam du Puis your Mother, and 
your Kinſman;and'I can object nothing againft 
it. Monſieur ie Londe s Poſt isas yet undiſpos d 
of, my Jointure, and a farther Rent. 3 any 
Life, is tied upon it; I deſigned it for my Bro- 
ther, but if you pleaſe, ou ſhall have it, and I 
offer ir to you with my Hand: Thus my Con- 
dition will not be leſſened, and I ſhall not be 
blamed. This is very well faid, Madam, ſaid 

be, with a melancholy Air; but theſe Delays 


SES SS” TS ©. co Od 


but very ill ſuit with the Impatience of my Deſires, 
rſt, nor does the Employment ſuit my Inclinations : 
cb Without doubt Love has turned my Brain, or 


elſe I might have foreſeen all that you mention, 
and not flattered myſelf with being happy: 
Here he fetched a deep Sigh. What is it 
you mean? ſaid ſpe, I don't underſtand whence 
your Grief proceeds: Do I not offer all that 
lies in my Power, and indeed, more than be- 
comes me? I have. gages your Mother to fur- 

niſh you with the ready Money that is neceſſary 
to diſcharge Monſieur de Londe's Debts, and 
what is my Due on his Poſt will diſcharge the 
reſt ; and ſo may poſſeſs his Widow, Poſt, 
and all his Fortune, real and perſonal, which 
he has left to my Diſpoſal: Can I do more? 
No, Madam, 20 be, you can do nothing 
more in point o „** 
6 ; - Y 
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hy do more in point of Love. Tell me what, 
65 ſhe, and if it be neither injurious to my) 
irtue nor Reputation, I will do it; for tho 
no Woman ever loved beyond me, yet I will 
never do any thing that may make me odious 
to myſelf. t preach your Virtue to me, 
Madam, ſaid he; you have already given me 
Tut hte fa, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 2 fell 
That is to ſay, Sir, ſaid ſbe, a little diſpleaſe 
that I am to expect to be reproached rr 
Cruelty frequently, when once you are Maſter 
of me. You make a falſe Conſtruction of my 
Sentiments, Madam, ſaid he. I beg you would 
then ined them, and tell me your Thoughts 
without Diſguiſe, 7 — ſhe; and be aſſured 1 
ſhould be very glad to diſplay all the Tenderneſs 
' have for you: Tell me then, why you ſay that 
frightful Sentence, that you are again out of 
your Senſes. As for your Virtue, ſaid be, tis 
the chief Object of my Affection, and will be 
ever ſo, for I am perſuaded it will never alter; 
but can you believe that now, when my Soul 
was oy ws the Hopes of enjoying you, and 
all my Fears removed, I can ſupport with Pati- 
ence farther Delays and Put-offs? The Offer 
you make me of your deceaſed Husband's Poſt, 
you know 'I have an Averſion for it; tis too 
troubleſome for me, nor do I covet ary thi 
that belonged to him, except his Widow ; 
to be ingenuous with you, 1 never reflected 
how much inferior I was to him, conſidering 
his Poſt and Title; and I now blame my ſelf for 
haying neglected to treat for the Poſt which 
Monkcur der wer, is now going to poſlch, 5 


* 
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which is far more proper for 2 and more for 
our Honour. Tis true, 2 „ tis more 
onourable than that I offer you, but much 


dearer, and both your Mother, and our two Fa- 


milies together, would be at a Loſs to raiſe ſuch 


2 Sum, and we are not willing you ſhould bor- 


row. What Jam Miſtreſs of I will give you with 
all my Soul, and I know your Mother would 
even borrow on her Jointure; and your elder 
Brother Will not only reſtore what he has 
wrong d you of, but alſo give you a handſome 
Preſent; but all we can do together is too little, 
and not above che third Part of what Monſieur 
des Frans gives. Tis not that which troubles 
me, Madam, ſaid be, I have more at my Com- 
mand than the World thinks of; and if I could 
find ſuch another Poſt, I would as eafily pay for 


it as he, without borrowing of any body; Lonly 


blame myſelf for refting ſo long indolent: 
Monſieur des 2 this very Day to Ver- 
Jailes, to be preſented to the King, to be receiv d 
in his Poſt, and I will accompany him, and I 
muſt be very unfortunate, if I do not meet with 
{ome Employment of the ſame kind fit for me; 
and I will ſet ſo many P at work to find me 


2 Poſt, that I ſhall not retꝭrn without for cer- 


tain, if Maney he Intereſt can get one: So I 
take Leave, Madam, ſotouch'd with the oblige= 


ing Declaration you have made, of your being 


defirousto have an Opportunity toſhewallyour 
Tenderneſs to me, that L hall ftudyto ſhew how 
82 Impatience is to make us mutually ap- 
, and nat loſe a Moments ine. 
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Hie went away immediately to des Fram, 
whom he found juſt going to take Coach for 
Verſailles; they went thither together, and 
allighted at the Horellery, at the Sign of the 
: Thirteen Cantons, where the Count de Tery 
and his Lady lodged. So ſoon as they had and 
they went all to che Caſtle, where they found 
Madam de Contamine and Mademoiſelle du Pa, 
Whom'fhe had brought thither along with ber. 
This Lady had told Monſieur des Franmt ant il. 
via's Story to the Princeſs de Colagny, Who of- 
fered, at her Requeſt, to preſent that unfortu- 
nate Gentleman to the King, for which Reaſon 
they all carne to Verſailles. The Count de Terry 
and his Lady went to the Mareſehal de, 
(Captain of the Guards, the reſt went to the 
Princeſs de Cotogny's Lodgings. She knew Mon- 
ſieur du Puis very well, and „ loob d fad, 
ſhe asked what was the Matter? So he told her: 
On which ſhe ſaid with a Smile, I Will find thee 
what thou-wenteft, my Friend, and perhaps 
ſomething Above thy own Wiſhes. Don't be in 
Pain, do but provide the Money, and leave the 
reſt to me, and fail not to be here when I come 
back from the King, and then J will tell you 
what I have found that will ſuit you: Oo takea 
Walk together, for I ſhall take none but Mon- 
ſieur des Frans along with me, whom Thall ſoon 
ſend back to you; agree where to meet again, 
that you tay not ſeek for one another: 1 al 
be at home at five o Clock. Be ſure to be there; 
I ſhall leave Madam Vongi with you: bring her 
back to me. Come, Sir, ſaid: for ro-des 
let us go; I am ſorry you have not ae 


— 
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por ſome greater Service; I would do it for you 
with as good a Willl as this, for Madam d Puis 
and e Contamine's fake, becauſe they tell me 
ou are to marry 2 dear Friend of theirs. He 
luſhed, and made no Anſwer. Ah! Madam, 
ſaid Madam de Coatatrine, your Grace betrays 
our Secret. No, not at all, ſaid the Princeſs; 1 

ſaw the handſome Widow in queſtion at your 
Houſe, and ſhe ſeems a Perſon of great Merit, 
and her Lover here appears the ſame ; they. will 
bea very accompliſhed Couple: But we'll tatk 
of this another time. The King has by this 
time dined, and when he ariſes from Table, is 
the moſt convenient Time for me to to 
bim: Come, let us go, ſaid ſbe to Monſieur des 

Frans, preſenting him ber Hand. 

They were very well received by the King, 
who, in reſpect to that Princeſs, promiſed him 

the Survivance of that Poſt to his Son, if he 
left one at his Death. Then ſhe went with him 
to the Prince of. „Great Chamberlain of 
the King's Houſhold, where he was alſo well 
received; there he left her, and waited her 
coming out in the Antechamber. Being alone 
with the Prince, ſhe asked him if there Was 
any Place vacant in the King's Houſhold? 
He told her of one, the Poſſeſſor of which was 
Very antient, and who had a Mind te diſpoſe of 
i, but it was ſet at a great Price. The Princeſs 
leid, ſhe would let the Party know it, and then 
ave an Anſwer. So ſhe took Leave, and re- 
aum d to her own Apartment with Monſieur des 
Frans; there ſne found all the Company, and 
informed Monſieur u Puis of the Place, and 
rice 
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Price of it. He thanked her Highneſs, and ſaid 
he would try what he could do to raiſe the Mo- 
bod tho it was a greater Sum than he deſigned 
to lay out. Des Frans very obligingly offere 
him a very conſiderable Sum. He ſaid, he would 
not abſolutely refuſe the Favour; but he would 
firſt try if he could commind ſome of his own, 
that was in à Friends Hands; and that be 
would now ſet out fof Paris, and be back by 
the next Day, and give bis Anſwer; ſo he took 
Leave, and er orte, left the Company, 
' whotook Notice that he pears very thoupht- 
fui. After having took a Turn in the Labyrinth 
and Gardens, they all went up into the Apart- 
ments to eat a COllatio n 
After which Monſieur des Frans went: away 
bought, Daring his Rlence they taker 
ought. ring his Abſence talked abc 
him to baſten bg Marriage wich Made Mon- 
gey: Said Madam de Contamine, | have 1 
Mind to ſend for her hicher : che King has or- 
dered the Water- works to be play d To- mor- 
roy for the Entertainment of the Spaniſh Am- 
| baſſador, and this will be a good Pretert io 
ſend for her. mY ſend for Monſieur des Ronais, 


* 
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- ſaid Madam du Puis, to come along with bet 
at's obligingly faid, cry d the Count de Ter 
ny: I am going to Paris, and To-morron| 
will bring them both to you: So he took Coach 
immediately. The Ladies paſs'd the Evenity 
with the Princeſs, where they all ſupp d and hi; 
Madam de Contamine, as uſual, with her High 
nefs, Madam du Pzis with Madam de Vous), 
and Madam de Terny alone; and * 
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Monſieur des Frans went to lie at his Lodging: 
He went to the Princeſs's pretty ſoon the ne 
Morning, where he found Monſieur de Conta- 
nine, who had got thither before him, and was 
reading, to paſs away the time till his Lady was 
riſen from the Princeſs. Upon my Word, ſaid 
des Frans, I pity you, I ſhould not part with my 
Wife ſo eaſily, tho to:oblige a Queen, I ſhould 
grudge her Company to any body at Night. 
Ah! ſaid Contamine, not w ou had been 
marry'd three whole Years, as I have been. 
They rallied pleaſantly on this Subject, when 
Monſieur d Pais arriving, changed the Dif- 
courſe; he was booted and fpurred, juſt got - 
off his Horſe : He was fo impatient they could 
not keep him a Minute from going directly to 


a the Chamber where his Couſin and Madam 
ad de Vougy lay; he knocked at the Door, and a 
= Servant opening it, he found the two Ladies 


in Bed, juſt awaked by the Knocking at the 
r. You are very impertinent methinks, 
ſaid Madam du Puis laughing, to diſturb us fo 
early. What brings you here ſo ſoon ? You look 
pleaſed. Yes indeed am I, ſaid he: Love 
and Buſineſs brought me hither, ' and I want 


nit, do ſpeak to the Princeſs preſently : Therefore 
her pray riſe, tis paſt: ten o Clock. Yes, ſaid ſbe, 
Ter. Jou Lovers can live without Sleep; but tis 
ro not my Faſhion : Here comes one to awake 
doch you, ſaid be. - At theſe Words Monſieur des 
enn BY Vorais entered the Chamber, who was come 
a; Long with Monſieur de Trray and Madam de 
Hig! BY Vuungey to Verſailles that Morning. Thus theſe 


Xcompliſhed Friends all met together: 7 
| | Gen- 
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Gentlemen retiring, the Ladies roſe; and the 
Company perceiving Monſieur du Puis to de 
very uneaſy, Monſieur de Cont amine asked bim I. 
What was the Matter? Why, ſaid he, you need 00 
vot ask a Man fo much in Love as I am, ſuch 1 
a Queſtion : All your Wives and Miſtreſſesare th 
here; mine is at Paris; I want only to ſpeak» BI * 
Word to the Princeſs, and to return to Paris, WW de 
At theſe Words Monſieur de'Contamine and d ih 
Frans, bothoffered him what Money be plea'd, Bil be 
believing be was in a Strait; but he civilly ru. © 
_ Fuſed their Offers with a Smile, and ſaid he had i 2b 
brought us as much Money as was wanting, in WW P. 
Bills, along with him, 8 by a Way Bl © 
that he had neither the Confuſion of borrowing F. 
it, nor ſhould be troubled to repay it. * 

Madam de Vougy went into the Princeſest Wi 
Apartment, and found her and Madam « iN 4 
Contamine ſitting by the Fire-ſide 3 he ic. M 
quainted her Highneſs of Monfieur :ds Puis | 
Return; ſo he was called in: Well, Sir, ſaid tax 
the Princeſs, can Ido you the Service you wan? Bl © 
Les, Madam, ſaid he, throwing himſelf a ot 
ber Feet, and embracing her Knees, I hive * 
brought ten Thouſand Piſtoles along with me; * 
and if more be wanting, tis ready, and cin 


be ſent for this Night: 1 beg your Highneb 
would go to hs * Co Berlai and — 
make a Bargain for me. I am ove yi rt BY 
rte Princeſs, at your raiſing ſo vaſt a Sum d - 
Money in ſo ſhorr a time; give me Leave 0 - 
adviſe you not to venture to contract fo get | 
a Debt, as I fear you muſt, if you give 1 I 


much Money. I thank your W 


— 
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nitely, ſaid he, for your Care; but, believe me, 
— — borrowed one Farthing, tis all my 
own; I have a far better Fortune, than People 
imagine, and have been no ill Husband. Well 
then, ſaid ſhe, Iwill dreſs, and go to fix things 
with him and the Perſon who ſells the Place; 
next lll preſent you to his Majeſty, and then 1 
hall have diſcharged my Promiſe. He made 
ker vaſt Ackrowledgments; and ſhe asked all 
the Company to dine with her: I ſhall only ſtep 
about Monſieur dz Pzis's Buſineſs, and be back 
preſently, ſaid ſhe; mean time, Madam de 
Contamine, I deſire that you will Ten my 
Place, and entertain the Company. That Lady 
went with the Princeſs to keep her Company 
whilſt ſhe was dreſſing; and when they were 
done, the asked Madam de Contamine if ſhe 
could tell where Monſieurſdy Puis had all this 
Money? Yes, Madam, ſaid ſbe; but it will 
take up a great deal of Time to relate the Story, 
and your Highneſs muſt have Patience till an- 
other time. Very well, {aid /be, I ſhall put you 
. mind to tell it, for Ihave a great Curioſity to 

now it. 
The Princeſs being gone, the Converſatlon 
wos very pleaſant amongſt theſe illuſtrious Per- 
ſons, and Monſieur des Frans told the fine 
W dow, Madam de Mongey, that he was 
obliged to give a ſplendid Treat at Paris, to 
lome of the King's Houſkold, ſome-Perſons 
of great Quality, and that he knew not where 
to receive them, being at preſent a kind of 
Yranger in his own Coun „ having neither 
family nor Furniture. Don't let that trouble 
you, 


=. 
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u, ſaid his obliging Friend des Ronais 

9 

Hou e is at your Service, and I chink nothing? 
wanting there for your Purpoſe; but if there i 
I am ſure Madam de Contamine, de Terny, a: 
Mongey, and Mademoiſelle du Pyis, will give 
you their Companies to entertain them, and lend 
you any Conveniences. This is very pretty, 
Wives, and not us: Prithee, Monſieur der 
Frans, don't be o_ ed to any body; butgive 
the Treat in a where you may, if you 
pleaſe, be always Maſter, let it be at Madam a: 
Mongey's, and if there be not Plate enough for 
ſo large a Company, my Wife ſhall ſend yo 
hers. But her I is not large enough, ſaid 
Monſieus des Frans, and beſides I dare not give 
her ſo much Trouble. Tou will be welcome, 
ſaid Madam de Contamine, I am poſitive; 
you ſee Monſieur des Ronais and Madam 4s 
Pris make no ſcruple of uſing one another's 
Houſes, and are as free as if already married; 
and ſince the Widow and 8 pray 
do the fame. Well, Madam, ſaid des Frans, 
turning t0 x. 71 1 A 

eaſe, ſaid ſbe bluſbing. C {aid Madan 
90 Per Pll determine the whole: You told 
us, you deſign to live in the Houſe you bought 
for Silvia, and that it is now ready to furniſh; 
Madam de Mongey ſhall ſend her Furniture and 
Domeſticks into it preſently, and come to live 
with me till you are marry d. Monſieur 4: 
Ronais and I are to be married in three 
Days time; we'll make one Wedding-Di), 
and then you may carry her home. So it Was 
agreed. | DT And 
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And whilſt they were talking, the Princeſs of 
Cologny returned, followed by a great Train of 
Courtiers. Thave made you wait, my Children, 
ſaid ſhe, and you will forgive me, I am certain, 
when you know the Reaſon of it: There, ſaid 
ſve, Angelique, take that and read it, and bring 
it back to me, and ſay nothing till I ſpeak myſelf. 
Madam de Contamine took the Parchment 
Writing, which ſhe held to her, and went aſide 
to a Window to read it, whilſt the Princeſs 
ſpake to one of the Perſons who attended her in 
' particular, and diſmiſſed him; he 1 we Loy 
go away very well pleaſed. Obſerve that Gen- 
tleman, ſaid the Princeſs to des Frans: do you 
know him? I do intimately, ſaid the Count de 
Terny ; and if it had not been out of reſpect to 
your anc. who was ſpeaking to him, I bad 
ſaluted him. How long have you known him, 
my Lord? ſaid ſbe. Madam, ſaid he, we are 
ay both of one Family.and Name, bear the ſame 
rs Arms, and he is a Son of the elder Branch, 
d; and a very honeſt Gentleman, who in his 
a Youth was very unfortunate; but he bad the 
ns, good Luck to eftabliſh himſelf and Family 
again in the World, in a very extraordinary 
Manner. I have heard ſomething of it, ſaid 
the Princeſs, which made me ask after him; 
and I am Bod ou know him ſo well. Ma- 
dam, ſaid be, I can tell you all the Particu- 
lars of his Life, as I have had it related by 
himſelf and his Lady. Well, ſaid the Prin- 
ceſs, that you ſhall entertain us. withal after 
Dinner. Ar this Inſtant Madam de-Contamine, 
returning from the Window, threw herſelf * 
| | tac 
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the Princeſꝰs Feet, kiſsd her Hands with Tran. 
port, and Tears of Joy. Indeed thou art vey 
ſimple, ſaid the Princeſs, taking her up, and 
embracing her, if you had been wile, you would 
not have ſaid one Word : Sure you don't yet 
know me, give the Writing to your Husband; 
if Thad done right, I fnould have given it to 
him at firſt: Let us think of Dining. © So ſhe 
went into the Dining-room, where Dinner was 
jak onthe Fable, <2 9576 6 
Contamine, taking the Writing from his Wife, 
read it preſently ; but it is not mri to ex- 
reſs his Surprize, to find himſelfby the King's 
omination, put into one of the moſt conſi- 
derable Places at Court: Ah! Madam, fed be 
to the Princeſs, as he entered the Room where 
ſhe was at Table, I am not w of ſuch an 
TO and the Obligations I have to your 
Highneſs already are fo great, that there was no 
need to load me with another.; Tam quite con- 
founded at your Bounty. I think you are as 
fooliſh as your Wife, ſaid ſhe; I domt concen 
myſelf about your Merit; L only deſire that 
you will behave yourſelf with the ſame Integrity 
that you have done hitherto, that the King 
mayn't blame me for having preferrꝰd an ill Sub- 
ject to his Favour ; and the Continuation of your 
Love to your Wife, whom TI look on as my 

Daughter, will ſatisfy me: I told your Mother, 
ſhe had, it was true, brought you no Fortune, 
and I have as yet done bur little for her ; but ſhe 
ſhall loſe nothing by that in the End: Come, 
fit all down to Dinner without. farther Cow- 
pliments; we have no Time to looſe, for we muſt 
< . wall 
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waiton the King when he has dined, and from 
thence we mu to the Chancellor's, that 
ou may be both {worn into your Places. But, 
Madan ſaid the amiable Madam du Puis, you 
forget that you ingaged Monſieur du Terny to 
tell us the Hiſtory of his Relation. Don t trouble 
your Head about that, my 2 one, ſaid the 
Princeſs laughing : Here is Monſieur des Rowais 
can entertain you better than Tales of other 
people; we'll have that another time. Madam 
du Puis bluſhed, the Company ſmiled, and alt 
fat down to Table, where it is to be believed 
they had a magnificent Entertainment; for 
| Princes Tables are always well farniſhed, and 
= Princeſs was ificent and liberal in all 
things. PETS | 
Dinner being ended, ſhe took Monſieur Con- 
fanine along with her, bidding the reſt of the 
Company to go and ſee the Water- works play d; 
ter which ſhe ſhould return home, and give 
them a Supper; and then Monſieur de Teray 
(hould tell his Story, if it were only to oblige 
Madam du Puis's Curioſity : So this poor Lady 
Was a little rallied, and they all went out at the 
lame time as the Princeſs, and went into the 
Gardens, where the Spaniſh Ambaſſador came 
on after; there they ſhared all the Diverſion 
of his Entertainment. Then they went to Mon- 
leur des Francs Lodgings, and Had a Collation; 
fer which they returned to the Caſtle, and 
net one of the Princelss Pages, who was com- 
ug to give them Notice, that ſhe was come into 
ber Apartment. So ſoon as ſhe ſaw them enter 
tne Room, ſhe ſaid to Madam de Cent amine, 
You. I. N Ange- 
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Angelique, it is too late for you to go to- day to 
our 3 but . — yu! 

_ Menheur de Contamine and you ſhall take the 
Trouble to go together, to carry her the New 


of her Son's Advancement, for ſo we have 1e. 
ſolved; at preſent we will ſit down to Supper, 


Which they did; and 8 being ended, the 

Count de Terny was . his Rel 

| tion's Adventures. I am not very eloquent, Ma. 
2 

ther in ience to your Flig 8 


mands, and to ſatisfy ſelle du Puis'y 
Curioſity, than out of Vanity to ſhew ny 
Parts. O the impertinent! ſaid that m 
Lady: There is great Reaſon to make your 
Application to me in * you are 1 
fond'of telling it as all the Company is to hex 
it, I doubt not; pray make no more Pre- 
ambles, but begit your Tale. I obey, Ladies 
faid he. So he began his Narrative, addreſſing 
birnſelF to the Princels, in theſe Words: . 
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Count DER VALLEBO1S, 
and Mademoiſelle CRAR- 
LOTTE DU PONTails, 
his Wife. | | | 


. 4 f : 1 F » 
E Count de V allebois, whom 
| n 


vou ſaw this Morning, Ma- 


SIS 


9 
dam, is the eldeſt of our Fa- 
Sl mily, whole real Name is 
- for the Names all the 
— rvreeſt of us go by, are from the 
Lands we you He is the Son of a Gentle- 
man who facrificed his whole Fortune to Game- 
ing, and left this Son and two Daughters in a 
very unhappy Condition. Their Mother was 
one of the moſt covetous Wretches on Eart 
and (he has done all ſhe could to re- eſtabliſh the 
Family, but could not do it effectually; ſo that 
both her Daughters, tho very beautiful, could 
not be diſpoſed of according to their Birth, but 
would have been obliged to go in a Moneſtery, 
it their Brother had not been ſo fortunatel 
marry'd to a young * of great Quality and 
| 5 x Far- 
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Fortune, who had been their Servant above 
three Years... The Truth is, that Monſieur 
Vallebois, their Father, had loved his Home 

better, and not been ſoextrayapant, if his Wife 
had been more generous and liging : but ir 
was ſhe who occaſioned all this Ruin to him 
and her Family, by her violent Temper, and 
eternal Diſputes; ſo that having no Peace at 

Home; he ran into the Company of a Parcelof 
Gameſters, who intirely ruined him. 

_ © His Son inherited his Inclination to Gaming; 
but his Wife has, by her ſweet Behaviour, drawn 
him away by little and little from thar Vice, and 
brought him to be at ꝓreſent one of the moſt re- 
tired and beſt Husbands in the World. After his 
Father's Death, not finding enough left to ſup- 
port him as his Birth required, he went to Sea, 

and there gave Proofs of an undaunted Courage 
and Bravery, and got to be Lieutenant of a Pri- 
vateer, or rather a Store-ſhip ; his Captain was 

killed, by which he got the Command of the 

Ship, and in a Year's time took two rich Prizes, 
by which he got much Wealth, and enough to 
have made him happy, if he could have kept it, 
and had had as much Prudence as Bravery: But 
he could not forbear Gaming, and loſt in two 

Hours all that he had got in a whole Campaign; 

and, what was more unfortunate for him, the 

Peace came, and he not being Captain of one of 

the King's Ships, but ny of a Privateer, had no 

HaK-pay; fo that he had but three or four 
| Fara Piſtoles left in ready Money, and about 
2 Thouſand more, which he had lent to an Of- 
fer, who was a very honeſt Man, and in poor 
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Circumſtauces, and related to great Perſons; 
bur this was but a Trifle to a Man who had, in 
four Years, got and ſpent above fifry thouſand 


Pounds; but the Sea-Officersare never accuſed! | 
of being Uſurers. He ſet out for Paris with De 


ſign to follicic the King for a Poſt in the Ma- 


rines : The Friends his Bravery had gain d him 
ſpake for him; and he had doubtleſs obtained 
what he defired, if his unhappy Love of _ 
had not ruined: him again; for his Veſſel was 
bound to Dunkirk, yet he went a ſhore at St. 
Maloes, and knowing his Lieutenant to be a 
very honeſt Gentlemen, he left the Care of the 
Veſſelto him, to carry it to Ddnłirł, and receive 
for him his Share of five Prizes which he had 
made the laſt Campaign before the Peace. 
And having thus ſettled his Affairs, he ſet out 
for Paris, on the Deſign I before mentioned. 


From St. Maloes he went directly for Nantes, 


which was out of his Way; but he had ſome. 
Bulineſs there with ſome Merchants who were 


Sharers in his Ship; their Names were Monſieur 


F, a Merchant at Nants; and Monſieur P—, 
a Merchant of St. Malees. Vallebois went away 
from them very well pleaſed, for they paid him 


two thouſand Crowns, on account of what was 


coming to him of the five Prizes, and deſired 
his Direction at Paris to remit him the reſt: So 
he order'd their Letrers to be ſent to his Mo- 


_ ther's, and ſet out with about twenty thouſand 


Livres in Gold about him, and an excellent 
Horſe under him. He took the Road by the 
Head of the River Loire, to go to the Chateau 
Regnault, to the Lieutenant-General of the 

| N33 Marines 
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Marines of that Name; but he did not find bim 
there; ſo he purſued his Way: But, as if every 
thing contributed to his Ruin, ſomebody id 


viſed him to go thro Hors, as being the ſhorteſt 
and beſt Road, which be unfortnnately did; for- 
there he met with ſome Sharpers, with whom he 
ſupped, being glad to meet with Company, at 
the Inn where he ee to lie at Mont; 1 
r Gaming being propoſed, he cou 
not reſiſt the Temptation, but was ſo unwiſe as 
to conſent. One of the Sharpers play d at firſt 
but a Crown a Game with him, at Picquet; 
but, being ſet in, they doubled and trebled ir, 
ſo that at laſt theſe Gameſters got all his Money 
before Day, and had the Honefty to fend bini 
away with nothing on his Back but a Horſeman's 
Coat, an old Waſtecoar and Breeches, and never 
a Penny in his Pockets; for they had won even 
his Cloaths and Horſe, beſides above fifteen 
thouſand Livres in Gold, and a Diamond Ri 
of four hundred Piſtoles Price. Thus, almo 
diſtracted, he went a- foot to Mantenon, where 
he went to {ome Friends, who made him wel- 
come; but he could borrow no more Money 
than juſt enough to carry him to Paris, where 
be arrived ſafe, and went to his Mother's in 
this miſerable Pickle, like a Beggar. His 
M other was amazed, but did not pity him 
all ; bis Siſters gave him a very cold Recep- 
tion, and he was hardly asked to eat: but as 
for Reproaches, they were not ſparing ; fo 
that he reſolwd not to ſtay long there. In 
fine, his Treatment was very cruel; and, to 
augment his Vexation, the Poſtman brought 
| | | a great 
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a great Packet of Letters for him the next Day. 

which came 10 four Shillings the Poſtage, and 
he had no Money to pay for it. He knew the 
Writing, and that theſe Letters were of the 
greateſt import to him, and therefore deſired 
his Mother or Siſters to pay for them; but theß 
were ſo unkind to refuſe, and they were carryd 

back tothe Poſt-office. On which he did ſwear, 
chat he would never ſet his Foot in the Houſe 
again; and ſaid many bitter Things to his Mother 


and Siſters, treating them as they deſerved ; and 
ſo went out in a Fury, filled with Rage. 


The Noiſe of this Was heard 8 3 


the Houſe, and laſted ſo long, that the Cham- 
ber · maid bad Time to write this Note: 


SIR, 


J Suffer more ; than you, in ſeeing the darts 

Manner after which are here treated; 
andif T had been Mifreſ of more Money yo. this 
time, I would tell you the Sentiments 0 
Heart more freely. Prey accept of the 5 
herewith, and believe that 0 2 har N | 


greater Eſteem for Joa, than 


CH ARLO TTE. 


This ſhe ſlipped into his Hand as he ws 
gong out at = Street-door, with three Pi- 
— two Crown Pieces, and e 1 

Oney. 
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He was faſting, and had not one Penny in 
his Pocket; ſo that never did ſuch a Help come 
to a Man in better time. e went directſy to an 
eating Houſe; and reflecting on the wretched 
Condition he was in, and on the ſcandalous 
Circumſtances his Folly had reduced him to, he 
took up a Reſolution to change his Way of 
Life, and to conquer that unhappy Inclination 
which he had for Gaming. After he had dined, 
he went to the Poſt houſe, and fetched his Let- 
ters, which came from his Lieutenant, whom 
he had left with his Ship at St. .Maloes, in which 
were Bills of Exchange for above a hundred 
thouſand Livres, drawn on ſome of the richeſt 
Bankers in Paris. Extremely rejoiced at this 
good Fortune, he ran directly to a Sale-ſhop, 
to change his ſcandalous Suit of Cloaths for one 


more decent, and from thence he went to one 


Of the Bankers with a Bill, who preſently paid 
him the Money be deſired. Then he returned 


to the Hall, or Frippery, where he got a more 


magnificent Habit, and now thought of no- 


ching but making all the Haſte he could to 


Ferſailles. With this De be went thro 
the Court of the Palace, and as there are al- 
ways there ſome Valets who are our of Place, 


waiting to be hired, he took one whoſe Aſpect 


beliked, having inquired where he had lived 


before, which happened to be with a Friend 
of his who was juſt dead: ſo he hired him, 
and he went along with him, and this Man has 


lived with him ever ſince, and is at preſent 
his Steward, Gentleman, and Purveyor, and 


manages all his Affairs. Being arrived at 


Per- 


—— 
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yerſailles, he was very well received, and pre- 
— to the Chief Miniſter for the Marine Af 
fairs, who received him with great Civility. He 
there met with ſome Officers of his Acquaint- 
ance, and they went to ſup together; after 
which they went to play, and he was ſo infatuat- 
ed as to fit till he had loſt all his Money; ſo that 

i his new Servant had not been ſo honeſt as to 
return him the Remainder of a Piece of Gold 
of four Piſtoles, which he had given him to pay. 
the Coach withal, he had run the Riſque of not 
having wherewithal to pay his Part of theReck- 
oning, or to carry him back to Paris, for which 

he has ſince eſteem d him. So he return'd to Fa- 
7is without Money, but wich ſome Bills that he 
had ſtill remaining; which he went and received 
of two Bankers, on whom they were drawn, and 
they amounted to between four and five thou- 
ſand Piſtoles. That Night the fame Officers 
who had won his Money at Perſailles, met with 
him again at the Inn where he lodged, which 
was at the Croſs of Lorain, near St. Honore; 
and notwithſtanding all his Reſolutions to the 

\- contrary, he again embarked in Play, and loſt. 

all his ready Money, and likewiſe two Bills of 

Exchange, which were not yet due. Half 

mad, he went and threw himſelf into Bed, 

and related to his Servant all the Misfortunes of 
his Life paſt ; and ſaid, That if he could get. 
to Dunkirk, he doubted not but he ſhould 
find a Supply, and ſome Employment, if. it 

were only the Command of a a p61 3 

but that the worſt of all was, he had no Mo- 

ey to get ticher, and ſcornedto ack to borrow - 
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any of thoſe who had won all his: That he 


perceived he was born to be the Sport of For- 


tune, altho* he muſt confeſs, that hitherto he 
had never had ill Luck, but that fomeGood had 
afterwards befallen him. His Valet doubted not 
the Truth of what he ſaid, from what he had 
Teen; and perceiving his Weakneſs tor Play, told 
him, that he had ſtillabout twenty Crowns about 
bim, which would fupport them till they reach'd 
Dunkirk ; but that he would be Maſter to ma- 
nage the Money, for fear ſome Gameſters might 
meet them on the Road, by whom they might 
be reduced to beg by the Way. Vallebois con- 
fented, and they ſet out the next Morning 
from Paris at break of Day; tho? he was 
9 dreſſed, he walked all the way 
ro Pontoiſe, and there went into the Fleur- de- 
5 Inn, where it was his good Fortune to meet 


with the Officer to whom he had lent a thou- 


fand Piſtoles; who embraced him, and asked 
whither he was going. Vallebois told him the 
Truth, and what Misfortunes he had met witb- 


al fince they ſaw one another. At which he 


Could not forbear 1 Weng but told him with- 
al, that an honeſt Gentleman muſt not be 
driven to Deſpair ; but that he would ii 
bis Occafions, for he had received ſome Re- 
Seoul) lene e and begged nr. would 
enerouſly lent Hi at he wo 
Sh it, end reſt ſatisfied that he would return 
bim the reft, ſo ſoon as he reached Verſailles; 
to which he d he would go along with 
him, not doubting but the Miniſter for the 
Marines would give bim a Breviatforone of 
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the King's Ships, . both in reſpect to his good 
Sec and alſo by his Intereſt in him: And 
here is the End of Monſieur de Valleboir's 
Misfortunes. 81 08 0555 3 

He took theſe five Piſtoles chat were 
offer d him, and gave therm to his Servant, tho” 
he had ne bo rn bim but two D en 
a certain Si | CON jon he had con- 
ceived of him. Then he went and hired a 
couple of Horſes for his Maſter and himſelf to 
ride to Ver ſailles that fame Day; and coming 
thither in the Evening, they put in at the Bons 

Infans, an Inn where the Officers common 
frequent. It was then too late to Where 
elle; ſo he ſupped with the hon cer that 
he came along with, and thoſe who had won all 
his Money and Bills of Exchange, whom be 
ayain met there: They were very merry; bur 
no Mention was made of Gaming, decauſt che | 
honeſt Officer was along wich him, Whe Was 
nearly related to the Miniſter for the Marines, 
which kept them in awe. So they all went to 
Bed, and Vallebois being extremely tired, fell 

faſt aſleep in a few Minutes; but was awake 
ſoon in the Morning by the good Officer, who: 
brought him the other five hundred Piſtoles, 
and ſaid he had fpoke to the Miniſter, and told} 
kim all his unfortunate Adventures, at which 
they had doch laughed; but that, in the Con- 
cluſion, he had promiſed to give 7allebois 4 
Cry Commiſkon for a Ship, and had: 
ordered him to bring Yallebois to him, when 
he came out from the Council: And chat he 

deſired he would go 1 * 


" 
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7 Thank. And what Acknowledgments muſt 
8 my Friend, ſaid he, for all that 
you have done for me? We'll talk no more of 
that atthis time, ſaid he; let us go to Breakfaſt 
Vallebois made hafteand got dreſſed; and fend. 
3 of the Officers, they all break- 
er. After which he went to the 
-Miniſter's, who, after laying rallied him a lit. 
dle, asked him for 2 Memorial of what Actions 
he had been engaged in for the 1 
to preſent it to the King; and Valleboi: — 
ro, ring it to him the next Day; and ſo 
leav — ck to his Inn, Meese hegreD. 
k to a my to draw his Memorial ac- 
cording to Calto 5 His good Friend the Of. 
ficer ſtaid behind, to dine with the Miniſter, 
and Vallebois dined with the ſame Officer 
with whom he had breakfaſted, who had be- 
fore ſo well pillaged him of his Money. There 
was likewiſe twoof the Victuallers oft the Fleet, 
and theſe Gentlemen called for Cards after the 
Dinner was taken oF the Table: Ab, Sir! 
cry'd his Valet, what are you goi todo? No 
matter, 125 he, I am now ſure of Bread, neither 
you nor I need fear of ſtarving any more; keep 
what L have given you to „and let me ba- 
ard what I have about me. So he fat down 
Play, and had ſuch good Fortune, that he gain d 
more in a fe Hour mh, gg nb Fo loft in al 
bis Life; and at laſt faw himſelf Maſter. of 
2 forty thouſand Crowns, in Bills and 
Mey. 
I leave you, Madam, to gueſs what Joy 
this was for him: He gave a ſplendid Suppen 


._ 
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the Loſers, and, fearing a Turn of Fortune, 
went to Bed; and tho? he did not ſleep a Wink 
all Night, yet he aroſe at Break of Day, and 
went _ eat —.— Place, — fear ſome 

uarrel might be begun, or ſome private 

iſchief — him bebe: forlorn Gameſters. 
So he went to a Place which his Valet had di 
rected him to, where they could not find him 
out. 3 — —— _ — | 

ith the Mon given him in es 
ind here t Poch went to Bed, and ſlept till 
three in the Afternoon; then they ſent for ſome 
thing to eat, and he made his ſit down at 
Table with him. Then they took a Coach, 
and went to buy Cloth, and Silk Stockings, 
Perukes, ec. in order to cloathe themſelves 
1 the next Day. And having bought 
all they wanted, they returned to their ing, 


Which was in a private Houſe, and very well 


furniſhed : A Taylor was ſent for, and he 
was ſo expeditious as to bring each of them a 
Sute the next Day, completely finiſhed. And 
now the Valet could ſcarce know himſelf any 
longer, he was ſo fine; his Hair was cut off, he 
had a fine Peruke, and edg d Hat, Silk Stock- 


ings, Spaniſſo Leather Shoes, fine Cloth Cloaths, 


and Lining altogether agreeable, with his Purſe - 
full of Money, that his Maſter had given him: 


He could not refrain from looking in theGlaſs 


every Minute, and his Maſter could not forbear 
laughing; on which the Valet turned, and look- 
ing upon him with a very melancholy Air, faid, 
Sir, you laugh; but Þ make Reflections very 
Lifferent from yours; You have ny — 
| Ono 
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Honour to tell me, that it ſeemed as if you were 
born for nothing var ee Wn awry 


was. I your own 
| er to make yourſelf happy, and prevent 
future Miſchiefs ? Proviknes hs now 
loaded you with its Favours; but are you not 
afraid of fone Reverſe, and to ſeeyourtel 

more in the ſame deſponding Condition that we 
were but two Days {ince ? It does not become 
me to give you Advice; but I very well kno 
what I would do ifT were in your Place, I world 


not risk myſelf any more to be the Victim of 
Cards and Dice. I will follow you to the fur- 


theſt Part of che Earth; che Confidence you 
have repoſed in me, without your knowing me 
but a few Days, does convince me of the ge- 
nerous Diſpoſition of your Seal ; and the great 
Veneration and intire Dependence I have for 
and upon you, on that Account, make it im- 
poſlible for me toremain ſilent, and not diſco- 
ver my Sentimentstoyou, hoping you will im- 


e my Temerity in ſo doing, ro my Love 
ind Zeil for your Welfare. Thou peel, ſaid 
Vallebois, better than the moſt famous Orator; 


and fince thou haſt ſo much good Senſe, and 


ſpeakeſt to me with ſuch Freedom and In- 
teprity, I own that I approve of all thou 
fayſt ; and I will now acquaint you with all 
that relates to my own Family, and rhings 
which you are yet a Stranger to; and J aſſure 
you, that I will follow your Advicefor the fu- 
ture. 80 he related to his Valet all his Life 
paſt, not forgetting the Reception be had 


— 


f once 
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bad ruined the Family by Gaming, and alſo 
what Charlotte had done for him on this Occa- 
ſion, and ſhewed him her Letter. 

His Valet was ſome Minutes muſing, and 
then he ſaid, Sir, this Letter comes not from the 
Hand of a common Perſon; I diſcover in it a 
great deal of Affection for you, and a Perſon of 
no mean Birth, nay, I believe, of Quality, 
who wants only an Opportunity to diſcover her- 
ſelf to you; and give me Leave, Sir, to tell you, 
you were to blame to leave Paris without taking 

cave of her: The generous Action ſhe has 
done by you, demands ſome Acknowledg- 
ments from you, or at leaft ſomeCivilities. But, 
ſaid Vallebois, I begia to look on you with Ad- 
miration; your 2 ——— — and un- 
commo t Lbegin to ſu that you are a 
Perſon of great Birth: When I took you into 
my Service, you ſaw I asked no Surety for your 
Honeſty, nor ſcarce who you were; but now 
1 own, that I am curious to know you. I will 
tell you that, Sir, ſaid he, another time; but 
at preſent it were better that we thould conſider 
about your Affairs, and how to fecure you 
from the Dangers of a Turn of Fortune: As 
for me, I am only the Son of a poor, honeſt 
Peaſant; therefore do not eſteem me as any 
other, only be pleaſed to accept the faithful 
Service I will do you, and I will always be con- 
tent with my Condition of being your Vaſ- 
1, and ſhalP always attach my Fortune to 
yours: And if I have Notions above the Vul- 
gar, I owe it to a young | 
&{ Quality, under whom I was bred UP, 

x — 
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noble Maſter, whom I loſt 1 but three 
Weeks ago, and whom I ſhall lament the 
Loſs of all the Days of my Life: He was, 28 
you know, ſuppoſed to be killed by a Riyal 
but that is not certain; but, being killed he had 
not time to make a Will, and fo could not leave 
me what he had promiſed, to fecure me Bread 
for the reſt of my Life: This reduced me to 
the Condition you found me in, having no Ac- 
uaintance in Paris. Love and ſerve me, ſaid 
Vallebois; as you did him, and I will giveyou 
no Occaſion to repent of it: But tell me, where 
were you born? At Auberville, Sir, ſaid he, 
fo that I am almoſt a Pariſian. I am glad, ſaid 
Vallebois, for I have always heard, and by Ex- 
| cam found it true, that the People of that 
Place are very faithful; and I Tt ne; my Pro- 
miſe, that I will never do any thing of Moment 
henceforward without conſulting you. He 
kifs'd his Maſter's Hands, and they confidered 
_— of what was beſt to be done towards 

iſhing Vallebois. 3 
The next Morning early, this faithful Valet 
went out to look for a convenient Houſe for 
his Maſter; and he found a very fine one, which 
_- tobe fold; he _— directly to = 22 
offering 1 oney, preſently con- 
cluded a REY, he £2cted his Maſter, 
and the Writings were, that fame Day, drawn 
and figned. Seller gave Vallebois a mage 
nificent Dinner ; after which he went back 
to the Houſe, and was intirely pleaſed with 
it. Sir, ſaid bis Man, we have now a fine 
Houſe of our own, but the next Thing = 
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furniſh it handſomely. That I ſhall leave to 
you, ſaid his Maſter; I muſt return directly 
to Verſailles. Ab, Sir | ſaid be, there you will 
loſe more Money a at Gaming; pray don't 
o. No, ſaid he, I delire only to fee the Mini- 
ſte of the Marines, and the Marquis of — my 
Patron, and I will take only a hundred Piſtoles 
in my Pockets, and leave you all the reſt of my 
Money. And, Sir, ſaid he, I will give you that.; 
but if you draw a hundred Bills of Exchange up- 
on me, I will anſwer none. Well, ſaid Vallebotsz 
| Teave you to do as you pleaſe. So he ſet out 
for Verſailles, and during the two Days that he 
was abſent, Auberville his Valet, for that was 
his Name, furniſhed the Houſe completely, 
hired two Footmen and Maid Servants, Doug 
2 Coach and four Horſes, with two ſaddle 
Horſes, and his Maſter's Arms painted on it; 
bought Plate and Linen, and had it all marked 
wich his Maſter's Name and Arms; ſo that, at 
his Return, Vallebois found a Houſe fit for a 
Prince, and his Man returned him thirty Thou- 
{and Piſtoles in ready — all being paid for. 
Fortune now was profuſe of her Favours to 
Vallebois, for he had play d at Verſailles with 
his hundred Piſtoles, and won above ten Thou- 
ſand Crowns more. And he was ſo pleaſed 
with his faithful Domeſtick, that he offered to 
give him two thouſand Piſtoles; but he re- 
fuſed it, ſaying, No, Sir, tis time enough to 
think of me, when you have diſcharged a 
greater Debt. A Debt! ſaid Vallebois, I tell 
thee, I owe no Debts. Yes, Sir, ſaid he, you 
do; you are highly indebted to the generous 
= Charlotte; 
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Charlotte ; to her you owe all that you have; 


for, without her Aſſiſtance, 2 could not bave 
2 The ſmall Sum ſhe gave you, is the 
oundation of all your Fortune; and it is not 
ſafficient that you repay it her with Thanks; 
you ought, at leaſt, to make her Fortune, as ſhe 
was inftrumenta] to the making yours. I proteſt 


Lam ſo charmed with the generous Action ſhe 


did, that if I were in your Place, I would give 
her my Heart and Hand; and tho I never ſaw 


her, yet I reſpect her, and am of Opinion ſhe is 


of noble Birth; and by your Generoſity to ber, 
I ſhall judge what you will be tome, I am aſto- 
niſhed, ſaid Vallebois, at your Diſcourſe, and 

the more I know thee, the more I admire thee: 
you cannot be the Son of a Peaſant; you are 
more probably the Son of a Prince. No, ſaid 
Auberville, I am poorly born, yet have as much 
Senſe of Honour and Juſtice, as the greateſt 
ought to have: But why may not a Perſon 


of mean Birth have noble Sentiments, when 
we fee fo many, of illuſtrious Deſcent, have 


ſuch baſe and vile Principles? I will ne 


more look upon thee as a Servant, ſaid Val- 


| lebois, but as my Friend and Companion; and 
whatever I am Maſter of, you ſhall ſhare 
with me: I have here got a Captain's Com- 


miſſion for a Man of War, whichthe Miniſter | 


Has obtained of his Majefty for me. Tis no 


matter whether you have it or no, faid Au- 


berville ; our Buſineſs ar preſent is to fix you 
in the World, that you may lead a more ſober 
and retired Life. You have at preſent a hand- 
ſome Fortune, ſufficient to maintain you _y 
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all the Days of your Life; give your Commiſ- 
ſion to ſome Gentleman hc 2 Merit, and 
wants it, and fix yourſelf at home; look out for 
a virtuous, prudent Wife, and live honourably, 
to do good; and be not ungrateful to the good 
God, who has delivered you from Want and 
Miſery : But firſt reward Charlotte, who doubt- 
leſs loves you, and may perhaps be worthy your 
He followed his Man's Advice, and went to 
his Mother's the next Day in very poor Habit, 
looking as dijected as before, and was receiv'd in 
the amecold manner: At Night they ſent him 
up to the Garret to lie. At all which he was no 
ways ſurprized, except at Charlotte the Maid; 
for as ſhe gave him a Napkin at Supper, ſhe 
ſlipped two Crowns into his Hand, which he 
took; and, at riſing from Table, he gave her a 
little embroidered Purſe, with a hundred Lowis- 
d'ors in it, and a Letter, which ſhe afterwards 
read, and found cheſe Words in it. 


Generous CaxLorrz, 


YOU are the ſole Cauſe of my returning to my 

 Motber's;. and T write this, becauſe I muſt 
return to Verſailles To-morrow, to defrre you to 
come up into my Chamber To- night, or to come 10 
me To-morrow in Street. Tour Virtue ſhall 
be alike ſecure in both Places; I have too great 
Obligations to you, to offer any thing that might 
offend your Virtue and Goodneſs, and you ſhall 
find in me the Man that eſteems you above all 
the World: If your Chamber were not ſo near 


my 


— 
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my Mother's, that ſhe muſt bear all that paſſe, 
I would ſpare you the Pains of coming up to mine, 


by deſrring you to leave the Door of yours 


This Word, Eſteem, did not content her; 
but ſhe went up into his Chamber, ſo ſoon as 
his Mother and Siſters were gone to Bed, 
Here, Sir, ſaid ſhe, is your Purſe and Money, 
which I reſtore to you; and be aſſured, it de- 
pends only on my own Will, to quit the Sta- 
tion of a Servant, and aſſume a better; and 1 
ſhould have long fince left your Mother's Ser- 
vice, if ſome particular Reaſons did not keep 
me here: Pray take your Money, and ask me 
no Queſtions. She left the Purie onthe Ta- 
ble, without giving him time to make any 
*' Anſwer. This Action ſo much ſurprized 5 
that he did not know what to think; be di 
not ſleep a Wink all Night, and return d Home 
the next Morning very penſwe. And recount- 
ing to Auberville all that had paſt: This con- 
firms me till more, ſaid he, in N inion 
that ſhe is in Love with you, and a Won 
Quality. Is ſhe handſome? And can you like 
her? Yes, /aid Vallebois, ſhe is a very lovely 
Perſon I could be very fond of her. Well 
then, Sir, aid he, we muſt try to know who 
ſheis; and if her Birth ualsyours, you muſt 
&en marry ; you have Fortune enough. | 
don't care, ſaid Vallebois, to return any more 
to my Mother's. You muſt, Sir, ſaid he, and 
this Evening too, tis the Way to make both 
happy : Write another Note to herto — 


”_ a Pos” or ts one. 
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gain into your Chamber, to explain who ſhe 
is: Tell her, if ſhe be what you imagine, you 
will make all honourable Returns; and then 
learn from herſelf who ſhe is. Vallebois follow'd 


his honeſt Servant's Counſel, and returned in 


his poor Habit; but being late, they had ſupp'd 
before he came, and ſo he went directly —— 
his Garret; but in taking a Candle he ſlipped 
the Note into Charlottes Hand, which con- 

tained theſe Words. G | 


8 
Lovely CHARLOTTE, | 


TOUR Gee yeven ſurpaſſes my Expecta- 
tions; your ſhort Viſit, and farpricing Re- 

feſal of my Preſent, has raiſed ſuch a Curioſity 
in me, that I break the Reſolution I had made 

of never returning any more to my Mother's. I 
again intreat the Favour of ſeeing you in my 

Chamber, that uwe may there inform one an- 

other what our Sentiments are of each other : 

I bave very reſpectful and tender ones for you, 

and you ſhall run no Risk in being alone with 

me. 


She made no Difficulty, but went up, as 
before; he was up, and waiting for her: I 
come, Sir, ſaid ſbe, as ſbe entered the Room, 
free from all Apprehenſions of your breaking 
your Word with me. No, charming Char- 
lotte, ſaid be, J have too much Eſteem and 
Reſpect for you, to offer the leaſt Rudeneſs to 
you; and I am come hither on purpoſe to 
aſlure you of the grateful Senſe that I have - 

| the 


— - 


he” 
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the Favour you have done me, and to know 
| — to accept the Preſent l 
have offered you as a Return ? If theſe be the 


_ only Motives that have brought you here, Sir 
| ſaid fbe, letting — ſome Tears, — Ex. 
pectations are ated: Tis not your For- 


tune I covet, tis your is my Aim; and 
tho? at preſent I appear but as a Servant, yet 
tis perbaps in my Power to make your For- 
tune in ſuch a manner, that you will be in 2 
Capdition to look down upon thoſe who now 
flight you, and need never more to be expoſed 
to your Mother and Siſters ill Nature, nor feel 
the Hardſhips of ill Fortune. I arm raviſhed, 
lovely Charlotte, to hear you ſpeak in this man- 
ner, aid be, not in reſpect of the Fortune which 
you offer me, but the agreeable Confeſſion that 
you have made, that I am not altogether indif- 
ferent to you; and you have only prevented me 
from making a Declaration of my Paſſion for 
E. Yes, my dear Charlotte, ſaid he, kiſſing 
er Hand, I will be yours, ſince you deſire to 
be mine; and I thank Heaven, I have Wealth 
com to put you in the World in ſo good a 
Condition, that you will be envied by thoſe who 
now {light us; and tis time that I inform you of 
the good Fortune that has befallen me not 2 
Week ſince, for it has not been above four 
Days that it has been in my Power to pro- 
vide for you as I defired; till when I would 

not declare my Paſſion for you, becauſe I was 
aſhamed : I am unuſed to Courtſhip, for I 
never loved before ; excuſe my Want of Rhe- 
torick, and believe me ſincere when I tell 
you, 
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ou, that I never did, nor, I am poſitive, ever 
wal, love any Woman but yourſelf. This 1 
concealed while I was unhappy, leſt you ſhould 
become the Companion of my Misfortunes ; 
but now fr YT Pr doubt not 
but to make us eaſy. I am equally pleaſed 
with this Declaration, ſaid ſbe, and make no 
Doubt of the Truth of what you fay; and 
therefore hope to be as happy as I mean to make 
ou. This is no Place to enter into farther 
Explications of our Circumftances : I have | 
your Direction: wait me at your own Houſe | 
to-morrow Morning at ſeven o'Clock ; for I 1 
will not fail to come; becauſe my Lady your 
Mother will not be ſtirring before I come back: 
Iconfide in f 2 : 
to truſt myſelf with you, ſo good-night. - 
this ſhe got upto be burhe would notlet 


her go without a Kits, embracing her tenderly. 
ad ring her that he would — | 
the urmoſt Impacience. And not having put off 


his Cloaths, he went down ſoftly with her, and 
ſo went home, and there found the faithful 
Auberville waiting for him: Well, Sir, faid 
be, are you farisfy'd ? and has Charlotte diſco- 
vered who ſhe is? No, ſaid he, but ſhe will be 
| here To-morrow, and then we ſhall know all. 
So he told him all that had paſt ; and, To-mor- 
row, ſaid he, I will tell her all my paſt Life; but 
I muſt conceal a Part of my Follies in being ſo 
addicted to Gaming. Ah! Sir, ſaid be, rather let 
her know your Weakneſs, that ſhe may guard 
you from it; and you ought to ſacrifice that 
fooliſh Inclination to make her happy, or elſe 
| es you 
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muſtbe both wretched. They went to Bed, and 


roſe early the next Morning; and they were 


but juſt dreſſed when a Foetman inform d va. 


lebois, his Maſter, that a young Woman, ver 
neatly dreſſed, was below, and wanted to ſpeak 


with him. I know who ſhe is, /aid he, and ſo 
ran down Stairs to meet her, ordering Auber. 


ville to ſee that Breakfaſt was brought in pre- 
ſently. He ſaluted and took her by the Hand 
ſaying, Pray walk up Stairs; which ſhe dit 
without. ,and was extremely ſurpriʒ d 
at the ificence of the Furniture and Apart- 


We have no time to loſe, ſaia be, my 
ha 


mepts 

dear Charlotte; you ſhall look upon all that? 
here when you are the Miſtreſs of it, but at 
preſent let us think of our Buſineſs: Let the 
Cloth be laid in the Summer - houſe inthe Gar- 
den, ſaid he to one of bis Footmen, and bid Au- 
berville come to me. So he led Charlotte tothe 
Summer-Houſe, where Breakfaſt was brought. 
J can ſtay but one Hour with you, ſaid ſbe. - 1 
deſire no more, ſaid be: but don't be diſpleaſ, 


that we ſpeak all our Affairs before a Man whom 


I eſteem and love as myſelf, and whom you 
will alſo eſteem when you know him. At this 
Inſtant Auberville entered with the Breakfaſt, 


and the Footmen were ſent away; fo that they 


three being left alone, Vallebois related to her 


briefly all his Adventures, - and how = good. 
ille, the 


Fortune he had met with Auberv 


good Counſel he had given him, and that 
he was reſolved to follow it, not only for m7 
own Intereſt, ſaid he, but alſo for * my 
„ 
douc 


dear Charlotte, becauſe I hope to 


Se 2. 
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dur Union, all the Felicities of this Life, and 
it remains only for you to fix that happy Hour: 
1 might uſe 1 dus Expreſſions to 
perſuade you to it; but I am u ed to Com- 
pliments, and can only ſpeak my Deſires with 
Sincerii xx... + F408 3 | 
The Piaianeſs of your Diſcourſe, ſaid ſhe, 
is a thouſand times more pleaſing to me than 
the moſt ſtudied Compliments. You ſay you 
never lov'd but me, and I confeſs the fame 
by you ;- extremely joyed that it is ſo, becauſe 
the firſt Love always remains, and is more du 
table than any ſecond Inclination , and I do 
here promiſe to be yours: bur yet it is neceſ- 
fary, that we ſhould be better acquainted wick 
one another's Birth and Circumſtances, before 
we enter into an Alliance that muſt laſt for 
Life: Tis not enough that I know you, but 
you muſt alſo knew me; nor is it convenient 
that you ſhould know my Story from my own . 
Mouth, but from my Mother's, who is intire- 
ly ignorant of my preſent Circumſtances, and 
has not known for theſe four Years paſt what 
has become of me. TI know that ſhe is well, 
and that ſhe has been in Search of me all rhis 
Time, and is much grieved at my Abſence; 
this I have learned from People's Mouths 
who live in the fame Town whence I came, 
and yet did not know me; ſo much has Grief 
changed my Face, and my poor Habit dif- 
guiſed me: Tis above fix Weeks ſince I 
deſigned to go to her, to put her out of the 
Pain ſhe is in for the Loſs of her only Child, 
becauſe I know I may at preſent return home 
without Fear 


5 but your Arrival at Paris, and 
Vol. H. £ 8 tho 
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de loclinationEconceiv'd for you at firſt Sight, 

- Hindered me from going; becauſe I hoped to 
bring Things to the State they are now in. 

Abe poor Condition you; appeared to be in 


felt a ſecret Pleaſure, to think that I could 
make your Fortune, being certain that I haye 
Wealth enough to anſwer your Ambition, and 
that my Mether will leave me at Liberty to dic 
Poſe of myſelf, and that, if you did not love me 
witk Paſſion, you would be grateful ; but tis 
Our Happineſs that we both love: And as the 
Poverty of your Condition then, did not hin- 
der me from liking your Perſon, ſo the Magni 
fcence of your E Furniture, and Hadit, 
does not increaſe my Affection. I ſhall not 
conceal. my Life paſt ftom you; my Mo- 
ther and all the Lon where ſhe lives, can 
inform you what Fam, my Birth and Fortune, 
and why I left my Home fo young; and at 
your Return thence, I will tell you the Man- 
ner of my Flight, and how I became a Ser- 
vant; in order to which you muſt go thither 
To- morrow: Be pleaſed to-come-To-morrow 
Morning to your Morber's, and I will give you 
- - a Letter, which I t now ſtay to write, to 
my Mother. This is all I can fay to you at 
this Time; for I muſt return to your Mother's, 
leſt ſhe ſhould be angry with me: for the firſt 
time; for the never ſpake a hard Word to me t 
as yet: ſo Adieu. Stay one me ſaid be, Wi * 
my dear Charlocte, and tell me, I beſeech WI 
you, your Birth, to take me out of the Un- 1 
eaſineſs | am in to know it. This is. juſt the ki 
Thing, ſaid ſhe, | cannot do, becauſe my _ a 

i . ee 
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WH vil Gund very ill from my own Mourb; be 
 faticfhied that I am really:a Gentle woran "Bow 

thar you will hear nothing. _ will diff 

you, nor to my Diſadvantage: It is not far to 

my Mother's, you may bet there in half 2 Day, 

and then you wil be out of Pain. You 

ſaid be, charming Charlotte, I have alreddy 

broke my Oath in entriug my Mothers Houſe: 

do not oblige me to repeat” my Crime. Tat 

take the Fault upon me, ſaid ſbe; dont heft. 

tate, but come in Splendor, and- et me have 

the Pleaſure” to ſeg how you will be received 

and to hear what your Mocher and Siſters will | 

fay when you are Sone: $ 1 can ſtay no longer. 


Adieu. 8 

She went away immediately Well, e : 
Vallebois #6' Auberville, what do you t 

now you have ſeen her? I think, ſaid he, the 
is very beautiful, has a great deal of Wit, and 
abundance of Prudence; ; and 4 foreſee th Makes ik 


you will be very happy in your Marriage 
her; to effect which you muſt = to your Mol 
r 


ther's for the Letter; and I! To-morrow 
Night; nay, you muſt go in Splendor, tis the 
nobleſt Revenge you can take for the ill Treat. 
ment ſhe and your Siſters have given you: Ke. 
to ſhew how much you are ſuperior to them 

Generoſity, you muſt ſtay there a-while; treat 
them kindly, make them ſome handſome Pre- 
ſents, and {> put them to the utmoſt Conful. 
tion, and the Remorſe of their own Conſcienees 
will revenge you upon them I am ſo-uſetits 
hear thee talk thus nobly, ſaia Vallebois, that 
am not ſurprized at any thing, except that you 
allure me you are the —_ of- 4 poor Poatine, 
2 
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and this I can ſcarce. believe. Sir, ſaid be, 

whenever you pleaſe, you ſhall ſee the mot 
honeſt Man of my Race, that is, my Father, 
who is ſtill in perfect Health, tho very old. 
Let him come and live wich me, ſaid Valle. 
beis.; it will be a Pleaſure, and no Expence to 
me. Ireturn you Thanks, Sir, {aid Auberyille, 
in his Name; tis certain that he will Accept 
your Offer, becauſe it will take him out of an 
extreme Poverty, to which Ape has reduced 
him; but ar preſent let us talk of your Af. 
fairs: What Hour will you go to your Mothers 
To- morrow? At ten in the Morning, faid be, 
that is the Time to find her and my Siſters 
returned from Maſs, and you ſhall go with me. 
No, Sir, Jaid he, you muſt go alone, or elſe 
it will ſeem that you come to triumph over 
them, and to expoſe the Confuſion your Mo- 
ther and Siſters will be in. I would not ſo 
much as permit them to make any Excuſes, 
but load them with Careſſes; give each of 

my Siſters a Purſe with a hundred Piſtoles, 
and invite them to come and dine with me, 
when 1 returned from the little Journey I was 
going upon, that is, Sir, to Charlottes Mo: 
ther; and then you will learn of Charlotte 
what they ſay in your Abſence, and may ſo 
take your Meaſures for rhe future with them. 
Well, ſaid Vallebois laughing, I muſt buy 
their Converſation and Favour then, and pur- 
chaſe the Pleaſure of a generous Revenge 
with two hundred Piſtoles ; but ſince you con- 


2 * 


demn me to it, I'll obe. 
The next Day he went to his Mother's in 
kis Obach, and with rich Habit, and — 

a f 2 ; Weli- 
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well-dreſt Lackeys behind it, and found his 
Mother and Siſters juſt returned from a neigh- 
bouring Convent. The Noiſevf the Coach ar 
the Door made them look out at the Windows, 
where you may gueſs their Surprize, ſeeing the 
Coachman and Valets in the Livery of the 
Family, and one of the Valets deſcending 
and knocking at the Dor, on which a Gen- 
tleman richly dreſſed came out of the Coach: 

charlotte opening the Door, gave him the Let- 
ter for her Mother; entering he ran to em- 
brace his. Siſters, who were come down into 

the Parlour, into which his Mother came alſo; 
but their Surprize cannot be expreſſed on 
knowing him, and it was a long time before 
they opened their Mouths. At laft, Tis you 
then, ſaid his Mother, my dear Son ad, 

did you conceal your Condition from me? 

let you know ſomething of it, Madam, ſaid be; 

when I told you, the Packet that came to me 
was of great Conſequence; bur I did not come: 

here with ,- to make you 3 

or talk over Things paſt; and I deſire my 

Siſters and you to forget all former Differences, 

as deſign to do m lf ; and I am only come 

to aſſure you all of my Reſpect and Affection; 
and that my Siſters may not doubt of my 

Friendſhip, deſire them to accept of this 

ſmall Preſent which I make them. Then he 

preſented the Purſes to them, which they took 
thankfully. Then he roſe, and taking Leave, 
told them he was going a ſhort Journey upon 
ſome weighry Affairs, and ſhould ſoon return 
to viſit them again, and to deſire them to 
come to his Houſe, and. take a Dinner; fo 
| l having 
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embrac'd them, he return d to 
Nec e e ee he re- 
turned home with great Impatience to read 
Charlotte's Letter to her Mother. He called for 


Auberwille, and read the Letter, which was 


directed to Madam the Counteſs of Poxtais, at 
ber Caſtle near the Town of ——. She had 
Reaſon, ſaid Auberville, to ſay that it was in 
her — to quit the Station of a Servant; 1 
have heard Ta . chis Family, which is very 
conſiderable: But is not 8 young Lady 
Who killed a — who loved ber, and 
would have her, and had her Mother; 
Conſent, and Ae ps ſhe refuſed becauſe ſhe 
* an Averſion to himꝰ Read che I. etter ſaid 
Vallebois, and that will inform us; lee, lis 
ec W ſhews that ſhe puts an intire 
5 you: Here's alſo a Note in- 
er cee. en e 
: Words 


| The LETTER. 
Mapa, and moſt dexr Moran, | 


: ＋⁰ U have doubtleſs great Reaſon to be angry 


with me for having left you theſe four 
Tears paſt in an Incertitude what was become 
of me, and'whither I was fled to; for which 
Fault I humbly ask- your Pardon, and hope 1 
obtain it from the tender Relation that is be- 
tween 11. I have continued all this time in 
the Town I fled to from you, and reached the 
»ext Day after I left you; and I can aſſure 


ow; that 0 Action of my Life, before or 


ſme nce 
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fnce, has diſponoured my Blood amd Family,' 
valeſs that I have been 4 Servant,” tb w 4 
Condition my Chreumſtances retuctd me, awd. 
in which T-ſtill continue; out of which State 
I hope you will ſoom come and take me: Nor ds 
I repent of my having entered into that humble 
Station, but "rather-\applaud "myſolf for fo 
doing, betauſe it hac been the Means of my 
knowing Monſieur de Valtebois, from whuſe 
Hands you ill receive this Letter: *Tis be 
whom I have deftined to be my Hurband; 
not doubting but you will a arts my Choice, 
when you know he is much ſuperior both in 


Birth and Fortune to the deceaſed Monſieur. 
de Villeneuve, for who you de ſigned me. 
But I have not thought it pr to rell him 
myſelf the Misfortune that befel me; and 
therefore I dere that you" be pleaſed | 
to relate the whole Matter to him yourſelf, 


that he may be. fully convinc'd of my Virtue 


and Conduct; hide nothing from him, but telt 


him all- the ances of Monſieur Ville- 
neuve's Death, and what followed; ſhew him 
the Papers tba were left wpon the Table, 
aud bring them along with you, that he may. 
ſee how far the Dates agree with the Dime of 

my leaving Pontais, and coming to live with 
his Mother : This will convince him, that I 
lay but one Night, which was at #n honeſt 
Counrty Woman's, at a Village, whom you ſhalt 
fee when you return to Pontais; for I was 
taken as a Servant at my Arrival at Paris, by 
4 very virtuous good Lady, whom Madam EA 
Vallebois was perfectly acquainted withal; 75 
they were intimate Priends. And F had 
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doubileſs, Madam, yielded to have married 
Monſieur de Villeneuve, at your Deffre, nor- 
withſtanding the Diſlite I bad for him, if he 
had not attempted to force me to it in fo baſe 
a Manner. I am very ſorry that I have been 
the Cauſe of his Death; yet, fince it was to 
preſerve my Honour, I ought net to repent 

it; and without Queſtion I ſbould do the like 
ro any other on the like Occaſion; nor do 1 
think tit ſit for any Woman to marry a Man 
«whom [be cannot love. I ſhall wait with In- 
Patience for the happy Hour when I may em- 
| brace your Knees, recount my Adventures to 
you myſelf, and aſſure you with the moſt 
render Affection and Reſpect, my dear Mother, 


chat I am | LW 
Your moſt humble and obedient 
Duughter and Servant. 
1 CHARLOTTE DE PONTAAIS. 


On reading this Letter Yallebois was more 
in Pain than ever: This is ſomething very ex- 
traordinary, ſaid he; I find Charlotte has killed 
her Lover. I have heard ſomething of this 
Story before, Sir, ſaid Auberville ; but Ma- 
dam de Pontais will ſatisfy you of every Par- 
ticular ; loſe no Time, but let us dine, and then 
ſet out in your Coach and ſix Horſes, and we 
ſhall be at the Town where ſhe lives to Night: 
there we ſhall inform ourſelves what the com- 
mon Report is of this Adventure; and To- 
morrow Morning we will go to theCaſtle ; and 

| * earn 
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earn the reſt; where our Stay will be ſhort, I am 
poſitive; for the Counteſs will doubtleſs haſte 
to Paris to ſee herlong-loſt Daughter, and we 
ſhall be back before Dinner. He followed 
the faithful Avberwille's Advice, and having 
dined, ſet out for Pont ais; Auberville, being 

mounted on an excellent Horſe, attended 
They arrived there at ſeven Clock that 
Evening, and 5 to lodge Fe = 2 Inn 
in that Place; and givi rders for Supper, 
Monſieur Vallebois Fer fall ſome Words con-- 
cerning the Counteſs and her Daughter, be- 
fore the People of the Inn, which were imme-- 
diately carried to the Counteſs, whoſe Caſtle - 
was not a Furlong from the Town: He asked 
* 
s well as ſhe can, Sir, ſaid ſhe, poor Lady, 
fince the Loſs of her only Daughter; 8 5 
knows what is become of that fine young 
Lady: A great Reward has been offer d by 
her Mother to any who can find her, but that's 
more than any body can do yet. 1 bring her 
the good News then, ſaid he, laughing ; I ſhall: 
end her Grief ſoon; for ſhe is =”, well in. 
Health, and has ſent her Mother a Letter by 
me. How, Sir, ſaid the Hoſteſs, have, you 
_ a Letter fromthe young Lady tothe Counteſs #7 . 
Yes, ſaid be, and I will carry it to her To- 
morrow Morning: Ah! Sir, . ſaid ſbe, pray. 
do it To-night, the Caſtle is here bard-by, and 
it will be a great Deed of Charity to caſe her 
of ſuch an Affliction. But I have been told, 
Jaid he, that ſome {| Accidents have 
happened to this young I y. Yes, in wa 
Hee” N 7 "> 
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ai ſo there have; but ſhe was in no Fault, 


wot, if you pleats air Super I wil lo - 


ou won't go to the Caſtle 


= i ſt they were talking, one of the 


Servants, Who had heard him ſpeak of Char. 
havigg run to the Calle and wi the 


unt that chere a fine Ger 
come in à Coach and fix to their P 


. whe IPs of the . x Dave 
her, to 


he has had 8 | 
deliver to her Lad gray Gr fo over. - 
25705 chat che took the 2 y the Arm, 


went to the Inn, follow n 
ootman; and entering e Mon- 
fieur Fallebois talking with 7 Here 


thr Is a 
ble, Sir, aid fbe zo Mon Lear 
wi Sr ao e 
9 my de: hund is 5 Ves . Jail 
the; with a low Bow, if you are that Lady's 
Mother, as. I — you. are, I have very 
e News for you from Madam Char- 


A 2250 the is f well in Health, and her 


1 Ras admired by all that know 


A have Lowes gies tor you from her fair 
but I aà more private Place 


98 — IE Ar 


c t LI wi 
— 4 Ir you n go". F 
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quill , for the Loſs of ſuch a 
tee?) your ach, and — 9; 44 
for I have 2 Thouſand Queſtions to ask 
about my Child. The Tears ran down her 
Face with Joy. So he ordered Auberville 4 
pay the Inn for the Supper that —— 
ive them ſornething handſome 2 
2 by the Hand, — — A 
rake 1090 9 — pon wich the Coach and Ser- 
vants, and found them [ _— down to 


Whün bey were at: „Montur val 
lebois deſired her td relate the Story of her- 
Daughter's Adventures, ſaying, Avberville is. 
ſecret and faithful, and you need not 
fear to ſpeak before him. Sir, ſaid /be, no- 
the Wed d e — 
t orld is 7 A with en 
Particular. I had four Children by Monſiedt- 
de Pontais, of which three are dead; and I 
have but this one Daughter left alive, whor: 
you know, and none bur a tender Mother can 
— the Joy I feel on receiving News of 

The three Children I loft died all: of the 
— a line after their Father, which 
Taged at that Time in that City: where my 
Husband was Governor: He was: killed at che 
Head of his at the Battle of- 
Caſſel Nandari; and in: Confideration of his- 
Death and Servi Cardinal Richeliew gave 
me leave to ſell his ent and Places, che 
King having given him a Grant for the Re- 
verſion of his Government. Charlotte was at; 
this Time but three Tears old, and the Heireſs 
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fortunately left her at Nurſe, being too young 


to endure travelling, or elſe perhaps ſhe 


Other Children did. So ſoon as Monſieur 4% 
Pottais was buried, I retired to this Place; 
and having but one Child left, I applied my- 
elf wholly to takecare of her Education; and 
I flatter'd my ſelf, that I had ſurceeded ac- 
cording tomy Deſires, of which you, Sir, are 
a Judge. becauſe you know her: I ſpared no 
Coſt to have her taught all the Accom- 
ſthments a Woman of Quality ought to 
have; and her Tutors, Governeſs, and Ma- 
In TIT 
in taught her; o t in at 
Age of hes me was efteery'd the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd young Woman in all che Place, 
and my Hopes were all fix'd upon her, for 
the was all my Joy and Comfort; but Love 
On one Side, and Averſion on the other, oc- 
caſion d one of the moſt tragical Scenes in this 
| 8 25 ever happen d; and bereft me of 
CTC 
N de eames i 5 | 
forty-five Years e, © Man eat 
2 a vaſt Ports e. Caſtle 


f a Wound he had received in his Head by 
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who, if he had been ſtill living, had kept his 
Father from even thinking of a ſecond Mar- 
riage. But having loſt all his Children, ſo 
that none were left to inherit his Name and 4 
Fortune, he thought he had reaſon to look out | 
for a ſecond Wite, and caſt his Eyes on. my | 
Daughter, whom he had ſeen about ſix Months 
before at a Gentleman's Wedding, and liked 
ſo well, that he reſolved to marry her, if he 
could gain mine and her Conſent ; in order to 
which he came and propoſed it to me, and 

made me ſuch advantageous Offers for her, 
that I accepted of the Propoſal. So I ſpoke 
to her abour it, repreſenting to her, That he 
was the Head of a noble Family, had a pro- 
digious Fortune, and, being in Years, ſhe 
would in all Appearance out-live him; and 

that what he offer'd to ſettle upon her, with 
her own Fortune, if ſhe proved a Widow, 
would render her a Match for any Nobleman 
in the Kingdom. She heard all I faid with 
great Atrention, and then anſwerd, That 
their Ages did not agree; that ſhe had For- 
tune c_—_ 1 to anſwer her Deſires; 

e would 


we - A 


LAS }] 


f 

. — that ff 9775 bring he aa to re- 

- olve to marry an old Man, who would cer- 

F tainly be jealous, and make her. wretched ; 

x and him, of all Men, becaaſe he bat beha ed 

e himſelf very rudely to a young Lady at the 

k Wedding he faw her at, only becauſe ſhe 

FE. jeſted about old Age, not with Deſign to 

d affront him in particular, in ſach a manner 

d that all the 9 was ſcandaliz d at it; 

y that ſhe had a n= to him; and _ 
3 that, in a Word, ſhe ud never have h | 


puck 
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and begged I would think no more of it, and 


not be diſpleaſed if the told him her Thoughts 


in the ſame Manner, when 12 came next on 


that Account. I anſwered, I would not force 
Ber to any ching; but wifhed her Adv 
— 9 55 — ive TT" his Pr * 
_ whic t vantageous. She 
did as ſhe ſaid; pr Ter be came to. ſee us 
the next Day, and made a Declaration of his 
Paſſion, the told him, They were not fit for 
one another; that ſhe was reſolved never to 
Marry a a Man. of his Vears; and that ſhe 
deſired he would not repeat his Viſits on that 
Account, to give himſelf and ber Trouble; 


for it would be to no manner of Purpoſe. This 


was all the Anſwer he could get; he applied 
himmſelf to me, and ſeemed fo ſenſibly touch d 


with her Refufal, that I was troubled at it, and 


did all I could to comfort him, and perſuaded 
bim that Time and Courtfiip would at laſt 
prevail; that he muſt not mind a Girl, or 


fake a Denial, but purſue her; and that J would 
give him Leave to vilit us as often as he 


Pratt He took my Advice, and came every 


for ſix Months r; but. fhe was 


inflexibl and he coul no.Favour ; ber 
Anſwer Jos ſtill the aue, That ſhe would 


never yield to have him. "Which threw him 
into ſuch Deſpair, that he took up a Reſolu- 


tion fatal to us all, and. ſuch. 2 
have believed him capable of. I own chat ic 
Was my Deſire that he ſhould bave ber, 
hich made me ade of ls d fo fe 


He came to ing, whe be lac 
2 watch d his Time, when he kane 


* 
4 
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Coach, and returned Home: 


ing on 1 


his own 


dreadfully alarmed at 


vis gone abroad; and bribed one of my Foot- 
men to go and tell my Daughter's Waiting= 
woman, that ſhe muſt come to me immedi- 
ately to Town, at ſuch a Lady's, where E 
Raid for her to come to me. The poor Crea- 
ture made all the Haſte ſhe could, leaving her 
young Lady in Bed ſleeping. I was ſurprized 
to ſee this Servant when fhe came to me, 
fearing ſome Harm had happened; and when 
the told me why ſhe came, my Soul preſaged 
ſome Ill; ſo that I l into my 
But I met one of 
Monſieur de Villenewve's Footmen on the Way 
| running, and quite out of Breath, who told 
me, when he was called to the Coach-fide, 
That he was running to the Town for a Sur- 
'geon; for his Maſter was dangerouſly 
and he feared he would die. I asked him how 
he came ſo? He ſaid, He had attended him 
to my Caſtle, 'and waited at the Gate by his 
Order, whilſt he went up Stairs, and, as he 
ſuppoſed, into my Daughter's Chamber; for 
there he was called to him, and found him dy- 
all —— 2 
En MN og 
my Daughter? fa I. No body knows, Ma- 
dam, Tad be; ſhe is not in the | 


wounded; 


Caſtle 


went home in a cruel Fright, and there found, 


the utmoſt Confuſn in my Family: I ran up 
Stairs, and found Monkeur Filleneuvs on m 
Daughter's. Bed, run quite thre the Body. 
He was carried thence that Night to. his own. 


Caſtle; the Magi 


what he declared towghing bis Wound, and 
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how he received it: He ſaid, That being paſs 
fionately in Love with Charlotte, and driven to 
Deſpair by ber Cruelty, he at laſt reſolved to 
make uſe of a Stratagem to gain her, having 
my Conſent to marry her; which he tho 
by ight — if he 1 once conquer her 

verſion by enjoying her, not being able to 
live without poſſeſſing her; fo he reſolved to 
uſe Force as well as Perſuaſions. In order to 
this, he took the Opportunity of my Ab- 
ſence; and having met one of my Foot- 
men as he went to my Caſtle, he told him, 
3 redo Wang and __ I de- 

red my ter's Waiting maid might come 
to me to the Town; — that —— in 
the Way till he ſaw her go by; and then have- 
ing re gained the Chamber-maid, who 
gave him a gp out of the Window, he went 
into the Caſtle by the Garden, and went up 
the Back-ftairs, the Domeſticks being all em- 
phone below; and went directiy into my 
daughter's Chamber, whom he found ſleeping 
in her Bed; for ſhe was a little indiſpoſed with 

. 

ing wi Joy an e 
of an — Lover, threw off the Bed- 
cloaths, and catch'd her ſo faſt in his Arms, 
that ſhe could not get looſe ; ſhe ſcream'd 
out, but the Chamber-maid, who kept Cen- 
tinel, had lock'd the other Doors ; fo that the 
wry being very large, her Cries were not 
eard. He menaced her with Death, if ſhe 
reliſted, or made any farther Noiſe; but ſhe {il 
trove, and uſed all the Means poſſible to pre- 
vent his wicked Deſign ; for it was _— 


N 
— 
« 
1 
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tho' done with no other Intent but to make her 
his Wife. At laſt, finding no other Remedy, 
ſhe laid hold of his Sword in the Height of 
their Struggle, which was fallen out of the 
Scabbard, — ran him thro the Body. On 
which the leap'd out of Bed, threw on her 
under Petticoat and Night-gown, open'd the 
Door, and ran to a Cloſet. This was what 
be declared, and ou d all to be occaſion d by 
his own Fault, ask d Pardon of her, and praiſed 
her Virtue. The Chamber-maid was alſo 
fled, and tho? I cauſed all the Search to be 
made for her that was poſlible, and for both; 
yet I could never learn any News of either 
till this happy Day, when you, Sir, brought 
it me. And To-morrow ] ing we Will {et 

out, if you wed. Bra: Paris, that I may ſee 
my dear Child. Yes, Madam, ſaid Monſieur 

de Vallebois, I hope to have my Houſe: ho- 
nour'd with both your Companies at Dinner 
and that you will make it your Home now, and 
always when you come to Paris. I accept 
the Offer, Sir, ſaid ſve, looking on you now 


as my Son; and therefore there need no 
Compliments or Ceremony between us. Au- 
berville ſhall ſet out before us, Madam, ſaid 
be, early in the Morning, that your Daughter 

may have notice 2 againſt we come. 
ut now,, ſaid ſbe, I return to my Story of 
Monſieur Villeneuve: The Surgeon dreſſing 
his Wound, inform'd him it was mortal, and 
that he had no Hopes of his Life. Two more 
were ſent for by his Deſire, who were both ot 
the ſame Opinion, and dad, he had more 
Occaſion for his Confeſſor than them; for - 

. 4 cou 


— 
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could not live above twelve Hours: On which 
he prepared himſelf to die like a good Man, and 
a real Chriſtian; and having made his Con- 
feflion, and ſettied the Aﬀairs of his Conſci- 
ence, he took care of his worldly Goods, ſend- 
ing for a Publick Notary, and the Curate of 
his Pariſn; ſo he made his Will, declared all the 
ircumſtances of his Death, as before, asked 
Pardon of God for che vile be had 


and left wks 


of; hisExecutors — — will be an — 
mentation of her Fortune to you. The -next 


Ln bu cla nnen wait 


Hiſt 

— « a ended. her Dic 
cour ey ini went o 
Bed. Nexr Morning EL ove a 
* Paris, and, being ſoon arrived, 
oo 1 to Madam Charlotte, informing 
That the Counteſs her Mother would be 
at 7 Maſter's by Dinner, aud ' her 
there. And ſo went to Madam deFalleboir's, 
under Pretence to ask for his Maſter: Char- 
 dozte opened the Door; as uſual, ſo he gave her 
the Letter, and acking for her Lady, ſtaid ſome 
time with her in Diſcourſe about his Maſter, that ' 
Charlotte might read it ; who whiſpered him 
thar ſhe would come, as he went out, as ſhe did 
an Hour before the old Lady arrived; * 
which Auberville informed — of all that bad 
paſſed at Pontait. At which ſhe ſhed Tears of 
J OY to hear the r of my Mother to- 


Wards 
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wards her. At laſt that good Lady and Menſieur 
de Vallebois arrived; but no Words can expre 
theTranſport of this tender Mother and Child 
at ſeeing one another: They flew to embrace 
each other, and Tears and Joy hindred them 
from ſpeaking for ſome time. Madam de Pon- 
ais asked Pardon of her Mother, for having 
concealed herſelf ſo !ong from her. And te 

ood Lady defired ſhe would tell her what 

d paſt during her Abſence, and here ſhe 
had been all that while? So: fat down; 
and the young Lady began her Story in this 
Manner: e 24 

So ſoon as I recovered myſelf from the 
Fright Monſieur de Villeneuve had put me in- 
to, and come à little to my Reaſon, ſeei 
him lie —— on my Bed, wigh the 
Sword lying by him, which he had pulled out 
of his Body, a panic Fear ſeized my Soul; ſo 
thar I apprehended nothing but a ſhameful 
ignominous Death, and bringing yo to the 
Grave with Sorrow. This Fear ſo — 
with we, oat I thought of nothing but make- 


my Eſcape; fol ran to my Cloſer, took 
aan Gold of =_ evo handred Piſtoles 

at a by me, an ing on forme more. 
Petticoats, with my Ses 8 a Hood and 
Scarf, and a Mask in my Hand, I fled down 
Stairs into the Garden, and made the beſt 
ot my Way, asking of the Peaſants I mer, the 
Way to Paris Road. I got ſeven Miles 
paſſing by the moſt unfrequented Paths 
could inquire out: At laſt, being quite ſpent, 
and ready to faint, I made towards a poor 
Cottage that I ſaw by a Wood Side; and 
| 5 Soing 
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Boing. 10, found a poor Country Woman and 
LSD of whom Lecked Lew | 
to lit down, and that ſhe would, give me ſome- 
thing to eat. The good Woman. very hoſpi- 
tably ſet what ſhe had before me, Milk, and 
Butter, and Bread; I gave — . 4 
n Crown, and bid her get us a little Wine, and 
ſomething for Dinner; l ä 
Day £954 et ueſſed, no doubt, I was no 
mean Perſon; having a little "refreſhed 
myſelf, I began to entertain them with a 
feigned Story, Tbat I was indeed a. Gen- 
tleman's — oy but that both my Father and 
own Mother were dead, and by. that Means [ 
was left in the Hands of a Mother“ in law, 
whom my Father had married after my Mo- 
thee. died, and that ſhe uſed me ſo cruelly, 
that I could not bear it any longer; and ſhe 
had beat and treated me ſo barbaroully, that: 
I had that Morning. led: the Heal weich a full 
Intention never to return. I ſhewed her my 
Pale full f Tho, and told her, if ſhe could 
hep me to get to Paris, and furniſh me 
ſore other Cloaths to diſguiſe myſelf 
in, for foar 1 ſhould be purſued; [ bare 
faidT, an Aunt at Paris who wil tale Care 
me; do but help me to come thither, and I will 
reward you to 2 own Content. I told 
N. Story ſo movingly, chat the Country 
oman ſeemed mightily touched, and bitterly 
inveighed againſt thers-in-law, ſaying, ſhe 
n one Herſelf that had uſed: her ill, and 
' made her throw herſelf away on the rPet- 
fant, of whom ſhe was now the Widow, who 
Was «Shepherd to her Father, a rich F artnet. 
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In fine, we ſoon contracted a Friendſhip, and 
ſhe gladly. furniſhed me with a Suit of Cloaths 
of her Daughter's, which fitted me exactly; 
ſo that I was transformed ina quarter of an 
Hour into à perfect Country Girl. She went 
to the next Town, in the Afternoon, and 
bought me Stockings, four courſe . half 

a dozen round-eared Caps, a Pair of Shoes: 
and ſore Aprons. I lay with theſe honeſt 
Peaſants that Night, and at Break of D. y, 
having pack'd up my own Cloaths and new 
Linen, and given my good Hoſteſs ten Piſtoles 
for my Cloaths, an immenſe Sum to her, ſhe 
put me on her Aſs, for I was not able to walk; 
and ſhe led it, whilſt her Daughter carry'd 
my Bundle, and went with me to meet the 
Paris Coach at a Village it paſſes thro? in 
coming from Chaumont for Paris. This 
Town was but ſeven I from Paris; 
here we met the Coach, and, Madam, ſaid ſbe, 
if you pleaſe to call at this good Woman's 
when you return to Pentais, whoſe Name IL 
have taken down in Writing, you ſhall be 
ſatisfy' d of the Truth of what I tell you; for 


this was the only Night I lay out of your 
K ic; and [ 


Caſtle, and out of Pari ſhall be glad 
to do ſomething more for theſe honeſt People, 


becauſe they were the Means of my getting to 


Paris, and in that of my ſeeing Monſieur de 
Vallebois.” And my own Cloaths, and my 
Peaſants Habit are, at this time, at his Mo- 
ther's, my dear Miſtreſs. I got a Place in the 
Coach, and, being ſeated, made Reflections 
in my own Thoughts on theſe poor Peaſants 
Way of Life, which even envied ; for, _ | 

9 they 


336 The — mois 


labour to get. ſeamen, he 
fe; they —— — Ambition, xc 5 
T 


er- : 
d find 


| | my Be, fl aba 
in the Goarh, who: obſerved pare ——_ 

out of this melineboly muſmg- Deſign 

in going to Paris, was to ga to Madan 2 


Longe, who had lived — you, re ry 
long before was born, and hel 
up, and is now, you know, a — BY 
Faris; but Fate had otherwiſe decreed, for 
the Lady in the Coach who ſpake to me, 
was about four and forty Yearsold; and a Lady 
of great Goodneſs: She wWas returning to Pa- 
ris, from a Place twenty Le: „Where 
che had been in the Hands of an Em rick, 
or Quack- Doctor, to ſeek a Cure for a Cancer 
in her Breaſt, but in vain; ſhe was a Widow, 
and a Woman of Fortune, and to talk 
WK; and asked me about my ( _ 
Friends, and whither I was going? 

ſwered, That I was going to Park th/gexa Sets 
vice; Sc had — pred in a Convent, to 
Wait of a young Lady, a Penſioner, who was 
lately dead; and having no Friends but 
an Aunt in the Country, who — poor, 
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I was obliged to look for a Place. She asd 
me the Name of the Convent and Lady; and 
I named my Couſin, who, you know, Madam, 
died about four Tears and a half ago, in t 
eee id, Sure ee | 
work well. T faid, Les, I thought ſo; and I 
would be glad — — Well, 
Jaid ſhe, can you read and vorite ?. Tes Ma- 
dum ſaid I. Then, "ſaid: ſbe, Pit take you 
no farther, being, as ſhe afterwards: told me, 
of Opinion, I wasno- mean Perſon, but ſome 
- young Gentlewoman ar jt». 4 from my 
Preh ſo I went home with her; her 
Name was Madam de Gu Monſieur 
de Valleboit, and all his Family knew her. Yes, 
ſaid he, very well; ſhe was che Widow of one 
of the King's Secretaries and Receivers of the 
Revenues of the Town houſe in Paric; the 
was one of my Mother's beſt Friends. And 
Hoſt one in her, ſaid Madam de Pontais, when 
the died; which ſhe did in four Months after 
I came to live with her. She kept me al- 
ways with her in her Chamber, and, having 
cloath d me handſomely, often took me to your 
Mother's, where I had the firſt Sight of you. 
And now, Madam, I muſt own: that from the 
Moment I aw Monſieur de Fallebois, I loved 
him, and laid aſide all Thoughts of returning 
home, or diſcloſing where I was, to you or 
any Body, *rill T had tried, by forme Means or 
other, to gain his Affection, fearing you would 
take me Home; and he — no very hap- 
py Circumſtances; hinder me from having him 
if he deſired it. This is the true Reaſon of 


LC 


| 31. | 
my long Silence, for which Love muſt be my 


Excuſe, as well as Fear. This Lady dying, 
and a 


left me the "beſt Part of her | 

hundred Piſtoles. I worked fo well in Em- 
broidery and _— that Madam de Valle. 
bois had often deſired my Lady to let me 


work with her Daughters, to teach them, ſo 


often preſſed me to know if L was really what 
I pretended; and I ſtill proteſted I was the 
| of poor Country People, and owed 
my ation to 1 She uſed to 
make me ſing, and play on the Gy 

In fine, I was very happy in that retired Life, 
being deeply penſive with Filkemeuve's Death, 
and in Love. At her Death ſhe; carneſtly re- 


commended me to her deareſt Friend, Madam 


de Vallebois, who kindly told me, That as 
her Circumſtances. were at Pre ſhe could 
not pretend to keep me to do 

Lady did; but that ſhe would make her Place 


as eaſy as poſſible; as indeed ſhe did, for both. 
ſhe and her Daughters did help me, ſo that! 


lived as well as they did, tho? ſhe kept but 


two Servants: I eat at Table with them, when 


no Strangers were there; and I have never 
gone out of the Doors, for above three Years 
that I on _ 3 W tgp one of my 

oung Miſtre ong with me, except twice 
BT have come to this Houſe; and I lived 
like a Nun, for Madam de Yallebois and her 
2 do lead a very retired Life; and I 


had been agreeable to my Circumſtances to 
DE. ——- I . 9 4 — 84 Thus, 


keep it. * * 4 


uitarre to her: 


ſo little as that 


d never have wiſhed to change it, if it 


S S rn re 


a 


ES 
3 * 


be, her Abſence will 


yl Hoa TW Nen 
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Thus, dear Mother, I have related ail 
wy n which will now, t hope, end 
to all our Satisfactions, and that Monſteur de 
Vallebois will not love me the lefs, becauſe 1 
loved firſt, and declared it. No, my beloved 
Charlotte, ſaid he, I loved you from the MH. 
ment I aw you, and had before declared 
it, if my Circumſtances had been half ſo gad 
15 they are now). But Dinner is on the Tab, 
let us eat, and then well conſider what to doe 
They accordingly: fat down to Table, Amber 
ville 2 and 3 3 
were diſmiſſed, then they: talked L 
The Countels: Re — 
ter ſhould return any more to Madam da. 
lbais; 2nd, Menfieur de Fallebois could nov 
tell what to ſay-; at laſt he defired: that A. 
berville, 5 — Counſel _ CO. 
tageous to before, migł Leave to 
ſpeak.. This was agreed to, and his Opinion 
was, that ſhe: ſhauld/ return; at 


t them in a great deak 
of Pain, and, it will be very uncivil to leave 
thoſe Ladies ſo abruptlya who, have: been ſo 
kind to her; and it will be more for her Hb» 
nour, and more obliging, that ſhe ſnauld no-] 
return home, and, herſelf, acquaint them who 
ſhe is; and then, that you, Madam, go and 
on her, and carry; with you — rn | 
which you may get for her in a couple of 
Hours ready made; mean time ſhe may: put 
on her Qoaths that ſhe went from you in, 's 
the firſt Proof of the Truth of what J 


Then you may go thither, and æeceive her from 
Madam 4 Hens Hands, and,, conſiden- 
Vo L. II. „ 


ö 
ö 
| 
i 
! 
| ” 
1 
| 
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ing that Madam Charlotte is going to enter in- 
to the Family, tis fit that you appear your- 
ſelf, and tell the Day ſhe left the Caſtle, ſo 
that all Circumſtances may be found to agree, 
and that her Virtue may be vindicated by prov- 
ing that ſhe lay but one Night, and that at 
the Country-Woman's, before ſhe came into 
that Lady's Hands from whom this Lady re- 
ceived her. This Advice was approved of; 
ſo the Counteſs took her own Coach, which 
had follow'd her to Paris, and went to buy 
Cloaths for her Daughter; and Charlotte re- 
turn d home to Madam de Vallebois's. Oh! 
Charlotte, ſaid ſhe, my ters and I have 
been in great Pain for you, fearing leſt ſome 
Misfortune had befallen you, you ſtaid ſo long. 
Where have you been? I am very much oblig d 
to you, Madam, and to them too, ſaid /be, 


for your obliging Care of me: Tis true, I have 


ſtaid very long, and tis fit that I tell you the 
Occaſion: of my Stay. So the gave them a 
brief Account who fhe was, the Cauſe of her 
leaving her Home, and that hearing her Mo- 
ther was come to Paris, ſhe had been to ſee 

for her: But mention'dnothingabout Monſieur 


de Vallebois, becauſe ſhe was reſolved to ſur- 


prize them with that: She finiſhed her Rela- 
tion with telling them, the Counteſs her Mo- 


ther would come to fetch her; and therefore 


Me would go: and put on the N ight-gown and 
Petticoats ſhe left Pontais in, that my Mother 
may not find me in this poor Dreſs, ſaid ſbe. 
Madam de Vallebois embraced her, and fo did 
her Daughters, making many Excuſes for ha- 
ing treated her ſo unfit for her Birth. * 8 
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on the other hand, made them a thouſand 
Acknowledgments for their Kindneſs to her. 
The young Ladies went up into her Chamber 
to dreſs her, offering to preſent, or lend her 
whatever ſhe wanted; and ſhe opened her 
Trunk, for the firſt time, and took out a Nigh- 
gown and Petticoats becoming her Quality, in 
which ſhe appeared like herſelif. hg mw | 
Ladies chid her for not having Confidence 
enough in them all, all that time, to truſt them 
md Mother with the Secret, conſidering 
the Story had made ſo much Noiſe in Paris; 
and owned, they had often ſuſpected her to be 
the Perſon, becauſe her Manners and Beha 
viour were ſo different from a mean Perſon's ; 
and that they had always treated her ſo civilly; 
becauſe they doubted who ſhe: was. She 
begged their Pardon allo, and ſaid ſhe had ſotne 
Reaſons, which they ſhould know hereafter, 
that made her keep the Secret; but that ſhe- 
hoped they would always continue their Friend- 
ſhip to her, as ſhe would her Gratitude to 
them, for the kind Treatment they had given 
her. She had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, when 
Madam de Vallebois came into the Room to 
ſee how ſhe was dreſſed; and kiſſed and em-- 
braced her, pleaſed to ſee how much ſhe 
looked like herſelf, ſaying, I with I had the 
Honour to call you Daughter. That is not im- 
poſſible, - Madam, ſaid /be, and in Affection I 
am ſo already. They went all down into the 
Parlour to wait the Counteſs's Arrival, which 
was ſoon after. Great Civilities paſt on all 
Sides; and Madam de Vallebois extremely 


praiſed Madam Charlo! 1. prudent Behaviour, 
2 


_ whilſt 
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whilſt ſhe had been with her. The Counteſz 
returned great Fhanks to her and her 1 


ders, for their Kindneſs to her; and then id, 


Daughter along with 
ſomething for her 


be pleaſed tO ac- 


hrs bog 


very 
This, La- 


dies, faid tbe Counteſs, is to make each of you 


a Habit, to wear at my Daughter's Wedding, 
which I deſign to have performed very ſoon, 
with a Perſon we have both made Choice of. 
They returned abundance of Thanks for the 
Preſent and Honour ſhe did them; and ſo ſhe 
end her Daughter took Leave, and, going into 
their Coach, returi'd to Monficur de Vallebois's 
Houſe; who impatiently waited their Return. 
Leading the Counteſs from her Coach, Well, 
Madam, ſaid be, what think you of my Mo- 
ther and Siſters ? I hope they received you as 
they ought. Yes, ſaid ſhe, I am extremely 
pleaſed with them, and I doubt not but we 


ſhall be great Friends; and nothing now re- 
mains bur to invite them hither, and acquaint 
tbem with your Circumſtances and Marriage, 
which I have invited them to, without naming 
the Bridegroom. Yes, Madam, ſaid he, I de- 
ſign it two Days hence, when ſome of Char: 


lotte's 
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Jorte's Cloaths will be made; and I have made a 
Trip to Verſailles, whither I am obliged to 
go To-morrow Morning, and ſhall be back by 
Dinner: Then, in the Evening, I will go and 
invite my Mother and Siſters to Dinner the next 
Day, and you ſhall acquaint her with all that 
has paſt between Charlotte and me, as it has 
been agreed between us: but now, Madam, 
being, as L am ſure you are, muck fatigued, . 
let us ſup and go to Bed, you and my dear 
Charlotte (for by that loved Name I fhall al-- 
ways call her) to-taſte ſweet Repoſe in one 
another's Arms; whilſt 1 the tedious 
Hours in thinking of the Bliſs J ſnhall enjoy in 
having her in mine: I ſhall go hence by Day- 
break, that I may be the ſooner back: The 
Manteau- maker being come, took Meaſure of 
the Ladies; and promiſed each of them a Suit | 
for the next Day; before Supper; the Millener | 
did the ſame; for their laced Einen. Supper | 
was ſerved, and then the Ladies went to , 
as did all the Family. Monſieur Yallebois 
Went early to Verſailles the next Morning, and 
came back to Dinner. The Ladies Mail been : 
abroad, and bought abundance of fine Things 
that were wanting, and the old Lady had ſent 
to Pontais for her Daughter's Jewels and 
Cloaths. After Dinner they went abroad to 
take the Air, and the Ladies went to the Play; 
whilſt Monſieur de Vallebois went to his Mo- 
ther's, to give the Invitation for the next Day, 
having left Auberville to provide every thing 
for a magnificent Dinner: And indeed he need- 
ed to take care of noxhing; for this faithful 
dar vant manag d all with the greateſt Prudence 
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;nnaginable” Fallebois, © 


-Drefled, went into b Cook o ; bis Mother? | 
where he was received with the. greateſt Kind- 


nels and Civility; for Change of Fortune for the 
better changes the Coldneſs of Friends and Re- 
lations into the warmeſt Friendſhip ; and they 
thew'd * Tendernefſs and Love for him 

that Day, than they had ever ſhewn to os 
all his Life before: So he invited them to 


Dinner at his Houſe the next Day, andpro- 


miſed to ſend his Coach to fetch them. You 
need not doubt but they readily accepted the 
Offer. So taking leave, he went into his Coach 


again, to Which they attended him, and went 


: The Ladies new Cloaths were 


—— appeared, when drefled, like Prin- 
their Habits and Jewels being ſuch as 
— even dazzle the Eyes of all that looked 


upon them; and Monſieur de Vallalois could 


— bur gazcon — — who 


— 3rrden x poor Dy 6 Yhe Couneopeo- 
monds, 412 her own Jewels, on her 
W before Dinner. In fit time 


Coach into a Parlour, where the Counteſs and 
her Daughter received and embraced them; 


CE 1 


home, and alt chat was ſent for from Ponraic 
arrived ſafely; ſo that the next Morning the 


— ſeat for Madam «ec Fallebois 
and her Daughters, who came very genteelly, 
but not richly dreſſed; — them 

at the Door, and handed them out of the 


. * * * 3 * 
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the Cloth was laid : You are doubtleſs ſupriz d. 
Madam, ſaid the Counteſs to Madam de Val- 
lebois, to ſee me and my Daughter here; but 
your Wonder will ſoon ceaſe when you know 
the Reaſon. But Dinner being ready, we 
ſhall refer the Explication of that Matter to 
the Deſert. Theſe Ladies could ſcarce eat for 
a imiring the Houſe, Plate, Furniture, the Splen- 
dor of the Entertainment, and, above all, the 
Counteſs and Charlotte. | N 

No ſooner was the Deſert brought, but Mon- 
ſieur de Fallebois deſired her to relate all that 
had befallen her before, and from the time ſhe 
left Pontais. Yes, ſaid ſbe, with all my heart, 
tis fit that I ſhould give an exact Account of 
all my Actions and Adventures to theſe La- 
dies, that my Conduct may be juſtified: So 
ſh2 repeated all that I have before related, 
ſaid Monſieur de Terny, and avowed that the 
firſt Sight of Monſieur de Vallebois had made 
ſuch an Impreſſion on her Mind, that in ſpight 
of all the Reflections and Difficulties that 
ſeem ed to oppoſe her Deſign, ſhe could not 

E it over; and that having come to the 

Knowledge of his Misfortune in loſing all he 
had by Gaming, ſhe had given him what ſhe 
had by her, with a Note, by which ſhe teſ- 
tified her Grief, that ſhe could not at that 
time give him greater Marks of her Eſteem 
for him, becauſe ſhe had put her three hun- 
dred Piſtotes out to Uſe, and could not com- 
mand it; but ſhe mentioned nothing of the 
cruel Treatment his Mother and — | 

.» 
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_ Gratitude to her; but he interrupted her, ſay- 
ing, Here I'muſt begin; ſo he praiſed and 
extolled the great Service Charlotte had done 
him, in Terms the moſt pathetick that Man 
could expreſs his Gratitude in. Then he 
called for Auberville: Here, ſaid he, is the 
honeſteſt Man under Heaven; tis to him that 
I am indebted for all my Happineſs ; without 
him, I had been- the moſt miſerable Gentle- 
man —_— he aſſiſted me in my extreme 
Neceſſity with all that he had in the World, 
and by his wiſe Counſel, and prudent Advice, 
has cured me of that vile Inchnation that I had 
for Gaming, and put me quite out of Conceit 
with my Folly; nay, he has done more than 
all this, he has procured my. Happineſs; for he 
Ahewed me the Way to be in a Circumſtance 
to preſume to declare my Paſſion for my dear 
Charlotte: He told me ſhe was nobly born, 
and what Way I ſhould wake: to gain her; and 
1 muſt own, to my Shame, that till I knew 
him, I was ſo abandoned to that vile Practice of 
Gaming, that I was incapable of making any 
- You ſee, Ladies, {aid he, the vaſt Obliga- 
tions I have to this Man; and therefore tis but 
juſt, that I ſhould make theſe Acknowledg- 
ments in your Preſence; and I proteſt before 
you all, that I never will forget, not only to 
acknowledge, but alſo ſnew on all Occaſions, 
that I have a grateful Senſe of them. Then 
ſpeaking to Auberwville, he ſaid, Go; my Friend, 
and fetch your Father to me, and give him 
the Satisfaction of knowing the Good you 
have procured for him and yourſelf, mo 
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honeſt and pruden: Behaviour; and aſſure him 
from me, that for your ſake I wil fo provide 
— _ e he „ = N 8 gee 
ber the Poverty of his paſt Li c only to 
augment his SatisfaCtions in the Enjoyment of 
that eaſy Condition in which he ſhall live for 
r 

ance, and prayi is Maſter erity 
went bor kh, Farber, N W ba 
Inever ſaw a young Man of greater Merit, 
faid Vallebois; and I am amazed to think 
that he is che Son of a poor Peaſant, _ 
I can ſearce credit it; for he has all the noble 
Sentiments of a Man of Quality. But pow 
tis fit J return to what more nearly concerns 
us all: And now, Madam, ſaid he, edereſfens 

— to Madam de Vallebois, you doubtle 
underſtand for what End we are all met here 
together; and I believe I need not uſe any 
great Intreaties to gain your Conſent for my 
marrying the lovely Charlotię; but that you 
will rather be tranſported at the great | 
we ſhall receive by ſuch an Alliance. Yes, 
ſaid ſhe, my Son, I have all the Senſe of it 
that I ought to have, and want Words to ex- 


preſs my Gratitude ro Heaven and her for it: 


Here ſhe embraced her tenderly. My Surprize 
is exceſſive, ſaid ſhe, at what I have heard; 


and, my dear Charlotte, ſaid ſhe, I ask you ten 


thouſand Pardons for my treating you as a Ser- 
vant; ſure I was blind not to know you were 
my Superior. And you, Madam, ſaid ſbe to the 
Counteſs, may I hope, that you will grant your 
Conſent to make my Son happy? Thar 1 

have already given, ſaid the Counteſs; and 
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am as much pleaſed with her Choice of your 
Son, as if he were a Prince of the Blood. 


We will, if you pleaſe, all ſet out for Pontais L 


To-morrow Morning, where we will celebrate 
this happy Marriage with more Convenienc 
than here. The reſt of the Day was paſt with: 
mutual Civilities, and Mirth on all Sides; and 
Monſieur de Vallebois took the Freedom of 


embracing and toying with his dear Charlotte. 
His Mother and Sifl 


His Mother and Sifters. were much pleaſed ; 
fror they ſaw this would be a means to rai 
their Fortunes in the World, and procure them 
advantageous Matches ſuitable to their Birth, 
as it. proved ſoon: after. After Dinner they 
went all to take the Air, and returned to Sup- 


per: The Converſation was witty and divert-- . 
ing, and Monſieur de Fallebois made Auber- 
ville bring his Father to them, whom be had 


fetched from Auberville; he was v 


9 
* 


but had abundance of good Senſe, and was s 


quick-witted as his Son. They - mightily ca- 
reſſed him, and aſſured him that joy ry 
be taken care of all the reſt of bis Life; and 


\ 
* 
* 
E 


he expreſſed his Thanks in a very handſome 


manner. 


— 


FC 


Three Chambers were prepared, in one of 


which the Counteſs and her Daughter lay, 


Madam de Vallebois in another, and her 


Daughters in the third. The next Day they 
went to Pontais, calling by the way on the 
good Country-Woman and her Daughter, who 
_ entertained Charlotte in her Flight from Pon- 


Tais: She gave them a handſome Preſent, and 


invited them to come to Pontais for 3 
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they ſtood. in need of. They afterwards pur- 
ſued their Way to the Caſtle, where they ar- 
rived ſafely; and in a few Days after, the 

Ceremony of Monſieur de Vallebois and Char- 
lotte's Marriage was perform'd with the greateſt- 

Ao TAR II Y 

This, Madam, is the Hiftory of my Rela- 
tion's Adventures, ' ſaid Mon ſieur de Terny to 
the Princeſs of Colopny, as I had them related 
by himſelf. All the Company ſpake their 


Sentiments on this Story, and then retired to 


Reft. Next Day Meſſieurs de Ronais, du 
puis and Wes Frans, returned with the Ladies 
to Paris ; and, in æfew Days after, the three. 
Weddings were ſolemniz d with great Pomp 
and Mit 8 eh ER? 
The remaining Part of the Adventures of 
_ theſellluſtrious Couples, and the intire Hiſtories 
of ſome other Perſons of Quality which have 
come to my Knowledge, altogether as extraor- - 
dinary as theſe, and as well worth relating, 1 
{hall reſerve for another Opportunity. ** 
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